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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10
    “The Easter Vigil” 
The resurrection of Jesus or His life, death and history leading to His resurrection is regarded by the Church as the fulfilment of all of Scripture. Today’s Liturgy, According to St Augustine is regarded as the mother of all Vigils. That is why the Church as given us 7 readings from the Old Testament and then we have the Epistle and the Gospel readings.  Also that is why our Mass today started in darkness representing our state of sinfulness before Christ and then from the outside fire the Easter candle as symbol of Christ as the light of the world is lit. From the Easter candle, all our candles are lit from the same source, or originates from light of Christ.

What all these means is, the world is going from sinfulness which is darkness, (when we were separated from God since the beginning of original sin) we have now moved towards reconciliation with God through His Son Jesus Christ by His, passion, death, and resurrection. God sent His Son to redeem us so we can become His beloved, adopted sons and daughters. He is our savior who willingly laid down His life out of ultimate love for us. There is no greater love than His love for us. All of you who are here, come because it is important to you to experience the Easter Liturgy. Even though you might only come to Mass during Easter and Christmas.

All our readings today each speaks for itself. That is why the Church has asked preachers to keep homilies short so the faithful can bask in the word of God in the readings. Each reading, prepares us to see the fulfillment of the resurrection of Jesus. Our first reading from Genesis 1&2 tells us of how God created the world in order. We heard about light and darkness. Light overcomes darkness just has Jesus overcame evil in the world and there will be a new creation. A new light will shine on Easter morning as new creation. At the resurrection, Christ rose with a new glorified Body, and all who believed in Him will also rise with a glorified body at our resurrection.

In our Gospel reading, we heard about the resurrection of Jesus. Three women Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother of James, and Salome went to the tomb intending to anoint the body of Jesus. They were wondering who will help them roll away the large stone that was used to cover the entrance of the tomb. On arriving at the burial place, they found that the large stone had already been rolled back. To their amazement, instead of Jesus’ Body, they found a young man seating to their right. The young man told them that Jesus had been raised. He told them to go and tell His disciples and Peter and to go to Galilee to see Jesus.

[bookmark: _GoBack]One would wonder about the significance of this rock that was used to cover the tomb? The stone signifies all the trials, tribulations and obstacles we face in life. Jesus by His resurrection as removed them. We just have to believe in Him and obey His commandments. He has opened the gates of heaven to us.

Our deep spiritual experience and joy we have experienced during our Lenten season especially today is something we cannot explain or express in words. However, there is a word we heard over and over today in the liturgy. It is a word that bring us joy and happiness. It is a word that should be in our hearts as well on our lips. That word is “Alleluia.” 

As we come with reverence and awe to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, Let us give thanks to Him for being our loving Brother.
 
