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   “Being Called by God”
Today, from our readings, let us take a look at when and how we are called by God. God calls Abram to leave his home town to go to a place God would show him. God calls us in different ways. It might be like that gentle Voice Elijah heard as He was waiting for God to manifest Himself to him or it could be the sight of the burning bush that Moses saw and responded to out of curiosity and he decided to take a look. Or it could in a dream as St. Joseph responded to the call of God telling him to take Mary and Baby Jesus and move Egypt to escape Herod’s bad intention to kill Jesus. Or God could send someone else (like a prophet,) to contact us.

The next step we have is how do we respond to God’s call? Are we going to be like Abram who though did not know the true God because he was worshipping the false gods of his people? But when he was called at the age of 75 to leave Ur of the Chaldeans with his extended family and numerous livestock and move to another place he did not know, which ended up being about 1,600 miles away, he left “Nana” the moon god he worshipped. Abram did not give up on the way and turned back saying to himself, this is far-fetched, I, just got to know this God why should I trust Him? We are just going on and on. Instead Abram trusted God and kept walking.

Our response could be like Jacob’s. Jacob was the grandson of Abraham. When God revealed Himself to him in a dream, Jacob saw a ladder with angels going up and down the ladder. According to some of the Greek Orthodox, they said, “You oh blessed Virgin who brought down the Messiah, you are the ladder. However, we know Jesus is the Ladder. Jacob made a vow by saying, if God will be with me along the way, and if He gives me bread to eat clothing to wear and if He brings me back to my father’s house in one piece, then He will be my God. His response was opposite of his father’s Isaac, and his grandfather Abraham; who responded to God’s call by saying, “here I am Lord,” while Jacob said, to God, let’s make a deal!
 
In our first reading, we heard about the ‘call’ of Samuel. God called, “Samuel, Samuel” three times when he was asleep. Samuel went to Eli telling him, “Here I am” Then Eli told him should he hear the call again, he should respond “Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.”   In this case, God used Eli as an intermediary to introduce Himself to Samuel. When God called Samuel for the fourth time, the youth answered as he was told and God gave him a message to tell Eli that God would destroy Eli’s household because of sin. However, Samuel did not tell Eli what God said about his family. He kept it to himself out of respect or his spiritual father.

From then on, Samuel got to know God pretty well and God blessed him. Samuel was a bridge between the end of the judges and the beginning of the monarchy which started with Saul as king of Israel. He had to be patient to discern God’s call and usually it is those who had encounter God that He sends to help someone new He has chosen to lead His people to Him. The Israelites wanted to have a king they could see rule over them like their pagan neighbors who had earthly kings. This request by the people was disturbing to Samuel. God consoled Samuel by telling him that it was Him, God, they were actually offending. God allowed them to have Saul as their king. 

Just as God was with Samuel so is He with each one of us if we will let Him. He will mold and nature us as a potter shapes’s clay until it is refined to the liking of the potter. God’s molding and remolding us is His divinely desire of growth that leads to the individuality of every human being. God did not allow Samuel’s word to be without effect which should let the chosen people know that God was with Samuel and that he was an authentic prophet of God. As a prophet, Samuel did not predict the future but pointed out what God is doing before most other people could recognize it. However, prophesies come from God.

In the letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians, Paul pointed out that our bodies are made to be pure. Regardless of the state of life God has called us to glorify Him, whether single, married, consecrated we must keep our bodies pure and presentable to God. He enjoins us to avoid immorality which God detests. Instead we are asked to offer our bodies as living sacrifice to God as Paul said in Romans 12:1-2. Paul is talking as a prophet who speaks the word of God. Both men and women are responsible for immorality. It could be as we talk, dress and the way we carry ourselves. Sin affects our soul and mortal sins affect were we end up at the end of time.

In our Gospel reading, we have a case of God calling us to Himself by using other people to let us know that He is calling us. John the Baptist saw Jesus and called Jesus “The Lamb of God.” He pointed out Jesus to two of his own disciples, who on hearing him, left John to follow Jesus. John was like a good guide or shepherd who wanted his disciples to know that he was not the Messiah. He knew that they would leave him to follow Jesus. As he said, he must decrease while Jesus must increase. The two disciples asked Jesus where He was staying. Jesus said, “Come and see.” And their lives were changed forever. The stayed with Him for the rest of the day.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We must ask ourselves, like Eli and John the Baptist, how and who are we leading to God? And are we keeping our hearts open to receive Jesus by looking for Him? Well, He is in the Gospels, He is in the Eucharist, and He is among those who are close to us or anyone who is living their lives according to the Gospel. Are we showing good examples for others to emilate? Or are we leading others to sin by our actions!
 
As we come with reverence and awe, to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, let us ask Him to take over our lives and lead us to Himself. Let us surrender our lives to Him and say, my “Lord and my God.”

