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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10
    “Joy, Suffering and Exaltation” 
Today is Palm Sunday the beginning of Holy Week. The Easter Triduum starts on Holy Thursday which reminds us of the institution of the Eucharist and the ministerial priesthood by Christ. Good Friday reminds us of the suffering and death of our Savior and Easter vigil on Holy Saturday reminds us of the joy of Christ triumph over sin and death. This week reminds us of the fulfillment of our salvation. Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem; and will come out of Jerusalem glorified by His Father after He accomplished His Pascal mystery. His journey starts today on Palm Sunday when Jesus was welcomed into the City of Jerusalem as the Messiah. 
The festivities of Palm Sunday includes a ride on a donkey, people with Palm branches, cloak just to mention a few things the people honored Jesus with. The people of the City were joyous and the authorities were nowhere to be found. They were probably busy planning how they would arrest and crucify of our Lord. In His humility, Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem was not by a ride on a proud horse, or a ride on a majestic animal such as an elephant, but, He rode in on a meek, simple, patient and gentle ass, and a colt. Even during this entrance, Jesus continued to teach us about humility, gentleness, and obedience, some of the virtues He desires us to have.
What makes Holy Week holy is the Passion and death of Jesus. But we too as disciples of Jesus, have been called to make this week holy in our lives by recalling and reenacting what happened thousands of years ago. We are asked to respond to what Jesus offers us now, eternal life, as a consequence of His suffering for us. He is the suffering servant who loves us so much that He died an agonizing death on the cross. Amazingly, out of all the suffering, comes the joy of His resurrection on Easter Sunday. As we have gone through Lent for 40 days, simulating His fasting and testing in the desert, we too have been tested in our own little ways. We might be tempted when we really crave to eat the pie we gave up or drink the coffee we gave up during Lent.  
Christ came among us as the light of the world. He is the light that could never be extinguished. His light is gentler than the light of the moon and much brighter than the light of the sun. He has invited us to walk in His light and not in the darkness of death. In His light, we will never stumble even during adversity or when we are in trouble. His light will guide our footsteps and lead us ultimately to His Father. When we walk in His light, we will fear no evil because His light is soothing and comforting. When we have His light, our inner ear, would respond to His call and His desire for our love. We would hear His word and we will have an open heart that obeys His commandments with joy, and not see them as burdensome.
Our first reading comes from one of four passages called “servant songs” in the Book of Prophet Isaiah, Some scholars suggested it might be one of the Prophet’s disciple who wrote the passage. The author said God has put His words on his lips to speak eloquently to those who are weary or tired because of all the problems and suffering we face daily in this life. The crux of the passage prefigures Jesus as the suffering servant. As Jesus said in the Gospel, He came to serve and not to be served. We heard about some of the suffering and abuse the servant had to endure for our sake. Abuse such as the servant saying, “I gave my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who plucked my beard; my face I did not shield from buffets and spitting.”
Our second reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans, is known as “Christ hymn.” Although, Bible scholar disagree on the interpretation of the song, it can be interpreted as a song of humiliation when we reflect on this words of Paul “He humbled Himself, becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” However, the suffering and death led to exaltation and joy at His resurrection. Because Jesus humbly accepted His cross to become like us as servants, thereby becoming less than the angels, God highly exalted Him and made Him Lord over all creation. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In our Gospel reading we heard about the suffering, death and burial of Jesus and many sub-stories. One of the stories fits our passion narrative very well. It is about an unnamed woman pouring expensive perfume on the head of Jesus and Jesus said, “Jesus said, “Let her alone. Why do you make trouble for her? She has done a good thing for me… She has done what she could. She has anticipated anointing my body for burial.” St. John the Apostle told us last week that the woman was Mary the sister of Martha and Lazarus. In the context of our liturgy, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday are regarded as one day. So on Thursday and Friday nights, we will not hear the usual ending of Mass.  

As we come with reverence and awe to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, Let us ask Him for the grace so we can always help the poor among us.

