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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10
.
 	    “Wisdom From Above Vs. Wisdom of the World” 	
All our readings today ask us to choose between wisdom of the Lord or wisdom of the world. When we have wisdom from above, we will know we are to be faithful to the wisdom of the Lord, and not follow the wisdom of the world. When we allow God to touch our hearts, we will seek His friendship more and more each day and we will desire to make amends for our sins and reconcile ourselves to His wisdom and goodness. It is then our faith will be renewed  in the incarnation of His Son, so that we may always give thanks to His Son, by increasing the hope of the weak, the poor, and the aged, give relief to the oppressed, confidence to those who despair, and consolation to those who mourn. 
When we have wisdom from above, we would come to realize that God’s riches that save us are His wisdom, knowledge, and the fear of the Lord. Then we will embrace His mercy and compassion knowing that we cannot do anything good without Him. Our hearts will flutter in love of Him like the wings of a butterfly, and we will rejoice in His love and embrace. According to Scripture, “The wisdom from above is first of all pure, then peaceable, gentle, compliant, full of mercy and good fruits, without inconstancy or insincerity” (James 3:17). These are virtues that help us to adore and know God intimately and love our neighbor as we love ourselves.
God’s ways are different from our ways. As an example, we can reflect on the crucifixion of Jesus. To the world, it seems pathetic that the Son of God, the savior of the world, all powerful would die of such a disgraceful death at the hands of pagans. As St. Paul said in his 1st letter to Corinthians chapter one, “The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing.” Paul said Jesus dying on the cross for our sins in obedience to His Father would seem crazy or foolishness to those who have worldly wisdom, but to us who know and love God and are being saved, what happened on the cross and the subsequent resurrection is the power of God.  
In our first reading, from the Book of Deuteronomy, Moses told the Jews to observe and note what he was teaching them so by their obedience to God’s laws, God would enable them to take control of the Promised Land. While the people of the Land who did not know the true God and had fallen out of favor with God would be laughing and jeering at them for their strange behavior. To the inhabitants, the Jews did not have worldly wisdom. On the other hand, God would be laughing at the foolishness of the inhabitants of the Land who thought they were wiser than God who created them. This passage tells us that good things come to those who love and obey God’s commandments. 
Moses also warned the Jews not to add or subtract from God’s laws because with any modification, it will no longer be God’s law but our own laws. He told them to know the laws and observe them carefully that means, hey must not only be hearers of the laws but doers of the word of God. We too should be doers of the laws of God by obeying the two commandments God has given us, which are love of God and love of neighbor. It means we are to do good even to those who do evil to us. It means we should live our lives every day and everywhere as God has commanded us both in season and out of season observing the moral values passed on through the Apostles to the Church. 
In our second Reading from the Letter of St. James, he tells us that God is always blessing us with His gifts and His love for us never changes. His words are natural light for our feet guiding us to His truth. If we follow His commands, we would be full of wisdom and should we depart from His words, though we might be wise in the eyes of the world, we will be foolish in the eyes of God and those who follow God’s ways. James directed the attention of those who have wisdom from above to be attentive and humbly welcome the word of truth. He is asking us to ignore the wisdom of the world and accept wisdom from above.
God has chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and He has chosen those who are like them in faith to be among those who will inherit His kingdom. He said God has given all of us the gift of faith and that this faith must move us to abandon worldly sense or the wisdom of the world. He enjoins us to take on God’s ways. God’s ways will lead us to put our faith into action for example, by taking care of the orphans and widows and all those who are marginalized by society as Jesus taught us through out the Gospel. In the Gospels, Jesus urged us to be generous and put our words into action. Christianity is about putting our word into right action and do God’s will.
In our Gospel reading, Jesus challenged the Pharisees and the Scribes to accept the wisdom that comes from above and not earthly wisdom that does not edify humanity. He expected them as the ones seating on the chair of Moses to follow the laws of God and not human wisdom that should not be misguidedly turned into the laws of God. In the Church, we have the capital “T” traditions that do not change which are related to God’s laws and the lower letter “t” that are related to human laws. Washing hands before eating is for hygienic purposes. It would be a lower-case tradition that does not enhance deeper faith in God while attending Mass every Sunday edifies knowledge and worship of God in accordance with His laws. 
The Pharisees and Scribes were adding to Gods law by following the letter of the law instead of the spirit of the law. By following the letter of the law, they removed what makes us children of God who are like the Father who is merciful and generous with His love as an example, someone who is hungry, looking for water to wash their hand before eating would something that would be inhuman. You might have to walk a couple of miles to find water. Should there be a bowl of water right there in the field, then they would be able to wash their hands before eating. It is like asking people in the park during Labor Day picnic to wash their hands before eating a hotdog or hamburger. People would think those who asked are crazy. No add or subtract from God ‘laws. 
As we come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, with awe and reverence, let us ask Jesus to increase our wisdom from above.
