


READINGS: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/ 1 Jn 2:1-5a / Lk 24:35-48
04-14-2024
Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10
    “All About Jesus” 
All our readings today point us to who Jesus is. Jesus is the suffering servant of God and the Son of God. As the servant of God, He took on human flesh so He could die and redeem us from our sins. He came to teach us how to know God who walked with our first parents in the Garden and showed them His face. In the beginning, God created us to be free from sin and holy in His sight. But the jealous devil by corniness deceived our first parents Adam and Eve to sin against God. Because of this sin, we became separated from God, our God who had created us to know Him, love Him, and worship Him by putting us in the Garden of Eden. 
To know Jesus in His humanity is like knowing any of us intimately. For example, Jesus wept over Jerusalem and at the death of His friend Lazarus, slept soundly in the boat during the storm, ate with Mary and Martha, was upset with others especially the authorities and at His apostles who were too slow to understand His teachings. He was hungry when He cursed the Figtree, He bled on the cross and died for our sin, among other human endeavors. However, unlike us, He did not sin. He has two nature in one person, one divine and the other human. He taught us about heaven and His Father as nobody ever did and will ever teach us.
On the other side of the coin, in His divinity, we cannot even scratch the surface. Jesus raised the dead, performed many miracles that had never been done before. The man born blind could see. At His command, the raging storm calmed down to a whisper. He walked on water. He is the second person of the Trinity. He asked those who wanted to kill Him Why they wanted Him gone from the face of the earth instead of killing them first. Scripture had predicted what He would do thousand of years before He was born. He called God His Father. He taught us how to live in peace as He gives His peace, and He gave us the gift of the Holy Spirit to lead us to His Father. 
In the Acts of the Apostles, Peter started by pointing out to the Jews about the divinity of Christ. He pointed out that Jesus was the fulfillment of God’s promises to their ancestors. He pointed out that the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and their fathers throughout all generations glorified Jesus who came to serve and not be served. He came as a suffering savant. P told them they handed over Jesus into the hands of pagans. They handed over the innocent Man and asked a notorious murderer to be released. But after His suffering and death, He said, God raised Jesus after He was persecuted, crucified, murdered above all their ancestors in all generations.
Peter then consoled them that he knew they did so out of ignorance because just like their leaders who put them up to it, they did not know who they were persecuting. They did not know they were persecuting the author of life. They did not know whom they were crucifying. They did not know their Scripture or else they would have recognized the time of their visitation and know Jesus as the Messiah and would not have done what they did to Him, by handing Him over to the pagans. Peter called them his brothers. He forgave them as God had forgiven them. He let them know that all of what happened were part of God’s providential plan for our salvation.
The third step Peter took was to tell them to repent and be converted. When we have sinned we need to repent and God who is the God of love and mercy like the father of the prodigal son would open His arms and bring us back into His home not as slaves but has His beloved daughters and sons. Peter used the words that their sins would be wiped away. That is what God wants to do for every one of us. God does not desire that any of us be lost but to be reborn again by water and Spirit so we can become His adopted children. That is why Jesus instituted the sacrament of Reconciliation and command us to use it. 
In our second reading, St. John in his first letter pointed to Jesus Christ as our advocate who will intercede for us with His Father when we sin. He reminded us of how grievous sin is in the eyes of God and we should avoid sinning. However, should we sin, Jesus will intercede for us and our sins would be forgiven. He reminded us that Jesus is the expiation of all our sins and the sins of the whole world. Therefore, all we do in life should be about knowing Jesus intimately. We should love Him with our whole heart, soul and mind. Knowing how much He loves us by laying down His life for us so He could save us from the traumatic torture of our ancient enemy.
John told us we have to know Jesus intimately as our Brother who wants the best for us. The best He wants for us is, our getting to heaven so we can enjoy what God has prepared for those who love Him. He told us we cannot say we love Jesus if we do not obey His commandments As Jesus said, if you love me, you will obey my commandment. That is a cry for us not to miss out on what God has prepared for us in Paradise. If we do not keep His commandment, how can we say we know Jesus? Only liars or those who belong to the father of lies the devil would say that. They do not know the truth. But those who keep His commandments, are perfected by God.
In our Gospel reading, we have now come to know who Jesus is. He is the prince of peace. His peace is not like the peace the world gives but the peace only God can give. The peace that comes from God is a peace that let us know that no matter what might be going on in our lives, we will be protected by the Good Shepherd who takes care and protect His flock. We are His flock. Even though we might be tried as gold is purified by fire, we should not be afraid because we can depend on Jesus, He has our back. That was what happened to the 2 disciples running away from the epicenter of what happened in Jerusalem.
They decided to get out of ‘dodge City’ and look for the peace that exist in the world. So they headed for Emmaus. But Jesus who looks for the lost sheep came after His lost sheep. Suddenly, He joined them and stared walking between them. They recognized Him during the breaking of the bread and He disappeared from their sight. They both returned to the eleven to share their story with them. While they were sharing their story, Jesus appeared to all of them and said, “Peace be with you.” The disciples were afraid. But Jesus worked with them by showing them His wounds and He asked them for something to eat to let them know He is not a ghost.
It is surprising that it took so long for the disciples to recognize Jesus after His resurrection. Even the two who recognized Him in the breaking of the bread did not cry out, it is Him or like Thomas, say, “My Lord and my God” they too were still afraid. This shows us the power of preconceived idea about ghosts and fear of the unknown. They could not see past their fears. But Jesus kept working with them until they overcame their fear. We too should realize this when we are afraid, we will not see past our hand. Fear is paralyzing, but, we must never give up in trying to know and see how God is working in our lives especially during trials and tribulations.
[bookmark: _GoBack]As we come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, let us ask Him to give us more grace so we will not be paralyzed by fear. Fear comes from the enemy. Faith and courage comes from God.


 
