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Pope John Paul II coined the term "feminine genius" to describe the distinct social and interpersonal strengths of women, which are offered generously to the world1. The feminine genius includes qualities such as receptivity, emphasis on the person, empathy, protection of life, and sanctity and modesty, among others2. John Paul II believed that the feminine genius is vitally essential to both society and the Church3. Women possess a unique capacity for intuition, empathy, and adaptability, which is part of the feminine genius
 	
	    “Ascension of our Lord” 	
There are 3 major times when Jesus the Christ was with us that brought immeasurable joy to us. These three events as Scripture has shown us has, left indelible marks in our hearts. When we look at Christmas, we rejoice at the birth of our Lord. At Easter, we rejoice at His resurrection, today we rejoice at His Ascension. At Christmas, Jesus the second person of the Trinity took up our flesh from His mother Mary so He could be with us. He came and He experienced everything we experience but sin. At Easter after His passion and death, He experienced death that all of us are destined to experience, and in heaven, He became the first Person of those who died.
At Ascension, Jesus took our body with His divinity to heaven to be the first of those who died. As St, Luke put it in our first reading, at His Ascension, the cloud took Him physically from us in the sight of His apostles who represented all of humanity who ever lived, and would ever live until the end of time. Precisely, what happened after the cloud took our Lord far from the sight of His Apostles, no one knows. However, we are sure that He is seating at the right hand of God His Father as He Himself told us in Matt 19:28b “in the new age, when the Son of Man is seated on his throne of glory” (19:28b). (Throne of glory. Means place of highest honor).
At the Ascension, the faith of the apostles increased and so should our faith and total belief that we too will have a bodily resurrection. Since we have received this faith, our mission is to spread it all over the world. The day of the Ascension was the day our human body was carried by Jesus Christ into heaven above all the hosts of heaven, all ranks of angels and principalities, above all heavenly powers to the throne of God. Jesus is not seating up their admiring the very work He did on earth, rather He is still at work interceding with His Father for us. Therefore, our faith must not fail nor our hope shaken, nor our love of work of charity diminish, instead they should increase up to 100 fold. 
In our first reading, St. Luke made it known to us that he wrote both the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles (The actions of the Apostles after the Ascension) with the Ascension as the fulcrum point. Ascension connects both the ministry of Christ with the early work of His Church. Luke told us before Jesus’s Ascension He appeared to His Apostles several times teaching them and performing miracles through the Holy Spirit until the last day of His Ascension into heaven. Before He Ascended, He told His Apostles to wait in Jerusalem until they had received the “Promise of the Father” or the Holy Spirit. He let them know that they will be baptized by the Holy Spirit instead of by water as John the Baptist did.
John the Baptist had prophesied that the one coming after him would baptize with the Holy Spirit which means John did not only prophesied about Jesus, he also prophesied about the birth of the Church. However, old habits die hard. The apostles were more interested on knowing when the kingdom of Israel will be restored to power. Jesus did not answer their questions directly. He told them that restoration of the kingdom is not their concern. The time and the season belongs to God. However, He told them their business after receiving power from the Holy Spirit is, to “be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Right after giving them their marching order, He was lifted up and a cloud took Him from their sight. While they were gazing at the sky, two men two men dressed in white garments stood beside them. “but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were puzzling over this, behold, two men in dazzling garments appeared to them” (Luke 24:3-4). Also at the transfiguration, there were two men Moses and Elijah were seen with Jesus. We might conclude in the 3 events, the two men were Moses and Elijah. This would indicate to the Apostles, that they are to carry out their mission of spreading the Gospel as Moses and Elijah did in the Old Testament by doing the will of God.
In our second reading, St. Paul in his typical style of writing, first greeted the Ephesians expressing his gratitude for their love for the holy ones or the baptized and abundance of God’s wisdom and insight in a request that the eyes of their hearts be enlightened so that they may understand their call to be disciples of the Lord just as today, we who are baptized are also called. He then gave a prayer of petition to God and then praised God for His awesome power, the Holy Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead. The hope that belongs to His call is our resurrection and our bodies taken up to heaven.  
One instance that point to the Ascension of our Lord in our 1st reading is the phrase, “raising him from the dead and seating him at his right hand in the heavens, far above every principality, authority, power, and dominion...” (Eph 1:20-21). This statement points to the Ascension of our Lord. It means our Lord was raised from the dead and ascended into heaven to seat at the right hand of His Father above all of creation. This passage is telling us Christians to focus our mind, soul and spirit to God so we can do His will. That is the only way any member of the body of Christ can make it to where our Lord is in heaven so the body will be where the Head is.
In our Gospel reading, we have a commission from Jesus to go out into the world and proclaim the Gospel to all people. He said all those who believe and are baptized will be saved but those who do not believe will be condemned. That is a very definitive option Jesus gave us. If we believe and we are baptized, we will have eternal life and if we do not believe, we will be condemned to hell. This means faith and baptism leads to eternal life and faith without baptism, leads to condemnation. Faith is what comes from our being while baptism, involves our action or works we do to show our faith.
It is not easy sometimes not to have some doubt in our mind without questioning. However, our salvation depends on our total surrender of our will, our faculty to follow Christ’s teachings and total obedience to His teachings. That is why, it is when, and not if, we fall into sin, we should go to confession, a sacrament He gave us to renew us. It brings new life into us and we become like new babies that are pure after baptism. Jesus then gave us some telltale signs to know those who believe in Him. In His name, they will drive out demons, speak in tongue, they will drink poison, pick up serpents and not be affected and they will cure the sick. Then He ascended into heaven.
As we come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, with awe and reverence, let us say to Him, "I believe, help my unbelief" (Mark 9:24).
 
