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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10

    “The Promise Is Fulfilled By Jesus” 
Today is the fifth Sunday of Lent and the last week of scrutiny. Our readings calls us to look at How God fulfilled His promise of our salvation. After the fall God promised Adam and Eve that He would send a savior to redeem the world. He did not give detailed message on how He would do this. He expected us to have trust in Him that His words would not come down and go back to Him empty without fulfilling His intended purpose. In is His own time, God chose Abraham to be the father of many nations. Through Moses, and the prophets, He thought His people to know and have faith in Him as the one true God, and to look forward to the promised Savior.
In a vision Prophet Ezekiel received a vision about dry bones being restored to life with flesh and God breath life or the Holy Spirit into the formed body. This signifies that God would restore humanity to life. So, through the ages, God prepared a way for His mission He gave His Son to accomplish. After speaking “In times past, God spoke in partial and various ways to our ancestors through the prophets; in these last days, he spoke to us through a son, whom he made heir of all things and through whom he created the universe” (Heb. 1:1-2). The promise of God for our salvation has been fulfilled by His Son who will come again and take us to Himself. 
Through His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, we have come to know that God is three Person in one God, and to know that the Son is fully human and fully divine. His Son open our heart, mind and intellect to what was written in the Old Testament about Him and He taught us the innermost things of God through His preaching. It is up to us to listen and put into action all He has passed on to the Church through His Apostles. To see and know the Son is to see and know His Father. By His life death and resurrection, and the gift of the Holy Spirit, He has brought to perfection the saving work His Father, our Father has given Him to do. He has completed all revelation.
In our first reading, we heard from Prophet Ezekiel about the end of the bones that received flesh and the breath of life from God. They rose up from the dead, what we heard above, was part of God’s promise that we will be resurrected for all. Those who obeyed our Redeemer’s commandments will rise to everlasting life. While those who disobeyed and did not act on His commandments, would rise up to eternal death. It is at our resurrection, that those who did not believe in God or who sinned and did not repent, would come to know that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and all knees including theirs, would bend at His name and the world will be restored to the original state of Paradise.
God has given us the precious gift of freedom and He respects our freedom. Some people abuse their freedom by sinning and doing evil, but God rather than take away our freedom uses His wisdom and power to bring good out of our sinfulness. This is an important lesson we learn from our first reading today; because God promised to bring out resurrection from our death. Through Prophet Ezekiel’s Vision, God put into action our resurrection to let us know that He has a grand plan for our sanctification and our life. We just have to follow the commandment His Son as laid down for us. We should not be afraid because we have a loving, merciful God who will welcome us back like the prodigal son.
In our second reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans, Paul explains what it means to have the Spirit of God within us. But we should note that Paul is not talking about flesh versus spirit. But rather as he would say in other passages, the “old self” before our baptism and the “new self” after our baptism into Christ when we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit Jesus promised us. When we were in the “old self” we were in the darkness of sin and when we are in the “new self,” we are basking in the light of eternal Goodness. God gives us grace through our baptism. We become whom God created to be like Adam and Eve at creation, we were sinless. But when sin came into the world we end up inheriting death.
For us humans, there are two places we can end up. One is an awesome place called heaven and the other place is a terrible place which is called hell. This is why we must be concerned about eternal life and eternal death. That is why we fear death and cling to life. We do everything we can do to put off the moment of death, and we yearn for a good life that will never end. Today scientists are searching into the aging process. Why, their hope is to find a way to prolong life and eventually prevent death. They are searching for the end of death on earth. But death is inevitable. We Christians know the word of God will never return to Him empty. Death would eventually come and we will have to answer to our maker. My brethren, we have to listen to the voice of God.
I would like to shear a story about what happened to me at the seminary. In one of my classes, the professor said, the feeding of the 5000 and the feeding of the 4000 was the same story. I did not agree with him. So I went into the library to read the two passages trusting that God would show me what is right. On reading the first story I wanted to continue reading until I got to the 2nd story on the next sheet. As I was about to turn the sheet over, the lower end of the sheet stood up and then bent the second time. The second bent part stared flapping in the air like the wings of a bird. I completed the turn but the next sheet did not act in the same way. I did it three times and the same process happened. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I called two people who were in the library with me, one a Vietnamese Priest Fr. Quoc Khak and the other a seminarian from New York Thomas Kemp. When they came, on seeing what was happening, one of them moved the Bible but it was still doing the same thing. It was after they left that that God opened my mind to see that God wanted me to read the second story without reading what was in between the two stories. On reading the second story, there was a word that pooped out to me “again,” meaning that the feeding of the 4,000 was a different story. Pointed out to me that the word of God matters and it is divine so, we must obey His words both written and orally transmitted. Yes, the Bible is divinely written.
Our Gospel readings during the three weeks of Scrutiny gives us progressive measures of God’s ways of revealing the identity of His Son to us. God started with the story of the Samaritan woman which was a dialogue between Jesus and the woman. Jesus gently guided the woman to see her wrong lifestyle, which ended up in her, and many of the town’s people conversion. In last week’s Gospel, we heard about the healing and conversion of the man born blind which was a miracle. This time it was not only by words but also by deed. The man born blind said, “It is unheard of that anyone ever opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, He would not be able to do anything.” 
In today’s Gospel, Mary and Martha sent word to Jesus that their brother whom Jesus loved was ill. They expected Jesus to come and heal him immediately. However Jesus had other plans to accomplish first. Jesus said, “This illness is not to end in death, but is for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” The disciples were confused because Jesus said the incident would not end in death. On His arrival after Lazarus had been died 4 days. The sisters were distraught over their brother’s death. Martha came to meet Jesus, while Mary stayed at home. At different times both sisters expressed their belief that Jesus would have healed their brother if He had arrived when Lazarus was still alive.
 Jesus said, Lazarus would rise. Martha thought Jesus meant on the last day which is Jewish belief. We just heard God promised in our first reading. Jesus said, He is the resurrection and the life but they did not believe that He could raise the dead. Jesus asked to be taken to where Lazarus was buried. Martha protested that there will be foul smell there. Jesus told her to have faith. On getting there, Jesus called Lazarus to come out. Lazarus came out in his burial clothes. Because of the miracle many people came to believe in Jesus because only God can raise the dead. We must take note the reference to the two burial cloths especially the one wrapped around Lazarus face. We will understand better, Jesus’ resurrection.

As we come with reverence and awe to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, let us ask for His grace to fully trust and believe in Him.
