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    “Water and the Holy Spirit”
Today is the third Sunday of Lent, our readings point us to have faith in God and to some of the attributes of the Holy Spirit that He uses to bring us closer to Himself. He gives us His gifts when we open our hearts to receive them. When we think about how the Holy Spirit moves and works in us, we will give thanks to God for the gift of His Holy Spirit who makes us perfect. Water is very important to life. Without water, all living things would die in a short period of time. When we are baptized into Christ, we become born again through water and the Holy Spirit. We receive different gifts from the Holy Spirit as He sees fit to give us. The Holy Spirit teach us the value of creation. 
We might receive the gift of prophesy and gifts to speak with wisdom, or we might receive the gift of healing. Even the devil and demons are made subject to our authority in the name of Jesus. His gifts enter into us, like a gentle rain that water’s the earth during spring time to make us grow in virtues. All these gifts help us to work with others, making all things new and spreading justice and peace throughout the world.  They teach us to know the value of creation and join our voices with the invisible world in praising and honoring God. However, we need to ask for His forgiveness for failing to see Christ in the poor, the distressed and the troublesome.
However, our just Judge does not command His creatures to whom he has not given wings to become birds, nor those to whom he has assigned a life on land to live in water. If then in the case of all other creatures the command is according to the capacity of those who receive it, He does not require us to do anything beyond their nature, we shall come to the conclusion that we are not to give up hope of gaining what He promised. Living accordance to the gifts we received at baptism, while through the power of the Holy Spirit we develop virtues that correspond to our gifts, God will shower His mercy upon us and bring us to the Promised Land.
In our first reading, we heard that the Jews were grumbling about not having water to drink while they were in the desert on their way to the Promised Land. As we can imagine, the desert is not a forgiving place when there is no water. I think the people failed their first test from God on their journey when they grumbled. They failed the test of patience. They should have known that their God who brought them out of the place of slavery in Egypt with a high and mighty hand would not leave them alone to die in the desert. They probably saw Him not as God but an ordinary person with natural human power, though their grievance was directed at Moses. 
Moses cried out to God, while Moses did not doubt what God could do, he knew were the source of all power comes from. He knew God would provide the right answer. God gave Moses instruction on what to do. Moses used the staff and water flowed out of the rock God pointed out to Moses to strike. This story was an invitation for the Israelites to believe in God. By Moses striking the rock and water gushing out, the people will come to believe in God as the one who gave them water where there was no stream but a rock. They were to believe that God can do anything. He gave them water when they did not believe that He could do so. 
This water that came out of the rock was ordinary water that anyone who drank it, will be thirsty again. This miracle prepared the Israelites for a time when Jesus would come and give them the gift of the living water that they will drink and never be thirsty again. Water that wells up to eternal life. God told Moses to bring along some of the elders as witness to what would happen. They will in turn tell the rest of the Israelites what happened so they can come to believe about the almighty power of God who could bring continuous flowing water out of a rock. Through this, the people would come to have faith in their God as the God who could do anything.
In our Epistle reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans, Paul continued the theme of having faith in God. He told the Romans that we as Christians, have been justified by having faith in God through Jesus. By having faith in God, we have peace that we will become children of God. The peace that we have will lead us to receive more grace from God. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we receive grace from God that washes us clean of our sins which leads us to be righteous before God. 
According to the CCC 1989, “the first work of the grace of the Holy Spirit is conversion, effecting justification in accordance with Jesus’ proclamation at the beginning of the Gospel. “Repent for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand (Mt 4:17). Moved by grace, man turns toward God and away from sin, thus accepting forgiveness and righteousness from on high. “Justification is not only the remission of sins, but also the sanctification and renewal of the interior man (Council of Trent, 15470).  Through faith in Jesus Christ, by accepting God’s righteousness, we are justified. With justification, faith, hope, and love are poured out into our hearts.”
In our Gospel reading, we have a beautiful story of a woman who came to know the love and mercy of Jesus at the well. Jesus broth her to faith in Him by gradually revealing who He is to her. St. John in our reading first introduced us to a tired Jesus at a well in Sychar a town in Samaria. Then he brought in the woman who came to draw water at the well at noon the hottest part of the day because she was ashamed. No one else would ventured to come out at that time of the day. They were both alone at the well. Jesus then asked the woman for a drink of water. In astonishment the woman questioned Jesus why, because Jews and Samaritans did not use anything in common.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jesus then told her if she knew Him, she would have asked Him to give her living water that would not make her thirsty again. The woman again, was baffled and asked Jesus where He would get the water from. She also used someone common to both of them. She indicated that Jacob is their common ancestor who gave the well to Joseph. Jesus then told her that anyone who drinks the well water would be thirsty again, but the water He would give will become spring of living water welling up to eternal life. The woman now captured by what Jesus was saying, told Jesus to give her the water so she will not have to keep coming to the well for more water.
Jesus told her to go and call her husband to which she responded she had no husband. Jesus then affirm what she said, but now told her all the secret she had been keeping from Him. He told her that she had had 5 husbands and that the man she was with now is not her husband. Now the women realized that Jesus must be a prophet. The woman’s response shifted to where to worship God. Jesus told her that soon, actually now, “true worshippers must worship the Father in Spirit and truth.” To let Jesus know that she knows her Scripture, since Jesus had told her that Samaritans do not understand what they worship while the Jews did. Jesus then told her, time for true worship is now.
The woman then said she knows about the coming of the Messiah. Jesus then revealed His Divinity to her that He is the Messiah. It was at that point that the His disciples returned. The woman left her jar and went into her town to evangelize her town’s people imitating Jesus by allowing them to make up their mind. She said, “Come see a man who told me everything I have done. Could he possibly be the Christ?” This teaches us too that we should let other people through the action of the Holy Spirit make up their mind about who Jesus is. When they get finally understand, the message would be lasting in their heart and mind, and their faith would become unshakable like that of the woman.

As we come with reverence and awe to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, let us Jesus for more grace to be patient when evangelizing like Him. 
