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    “God’s Mercy”

Today is first Sunday of Lent. Lent is a time when we reflect on our lives to see all the places we are wanting. To see how, with God’s grace we need to repent and turn away from sin and resolve to do the will of God. God desires us do His will at all times, so that at the end of our journey on this earth, by His grace, we can be closer to Him as He desires us to be. It is by seeking wisdom from above, desiring humility, not glory for ourselves, gentleness in all things and not pride, and we are to be full of mercy instead of hardness of heart for our neighbor at all times, then, God’s mercy will be ours and we shall become His adopted children. 

We cannot be closer to God then when we become His adopted children. Then, Jesus will be our Brother. According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, “The Gospel is the revelation in Jesus Christ of God’s mercy to Sinners” (CCC 1846). By sending down His only begotten Son to redeem us God showed us, the depth of His love and mercy even though we were sinners, acting as his enemies. Knowing that we will be merciless in the way we would treat His Son like a common thief, God still sent Him to be beaten, crucified, by us His creation. That is why God is love and He will always love us because when He created us, God called us ‘good.’ 

“To receive God’s mercy, we must admit our faults. That is why, “If we say, “We are without sin,” we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” If we acknowledge our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from every wrongdoing.” (1 John 1:8-9) (CCC 1847)". Sin separates us from God that is why we need to go to confession. Sin was what separated our first parents Adam and Eve and us from God. The Son of God Jesus Christ came to bridge the gap that separated us from God by dying on the cross for us. His death restored us to life eternal with His Father. Similarly, has He was raised, we will be raised to life. 

 In our first reading we heard about God’s mercy. Because of humanities’ sin, God decided to pass judgement on most of His creation by wiping out most of creation. However, He saved Noah and His family and two of every kind of animal male and female. After the “great flood,” God established a new covenant with Noah in form of the rainbow. The rainbow in the shape of a bow is a symbol that God will never wipe out His creation again with flood. God made the rainbow a symbol of His mercy and love. This sign given by God means that God considers us and our world precious and dear to His heart and worth saving.

Throughout the history of humanity, God in His mercy always used one of His creation to call humanity to repentance. Those who listened to Noah, were saved. God also used Jonah to call the people of Nineveh to repentance, and again, they were all saved because they repented of their sins even though at the time, they were not part of God’s people. They were pagans or Gentiles. These tells us that God is merciful and God’s mercy and love is deeper than any ocean and higher than the tallest mountain. As the sky is above the earth, so is God’s mercy and love for us far above our imagination of the universe. 

As we might have heard, God brings greater good at of evil. Before the great flood, humanity was a vegetarian. At creation, humanity was eating plants. But after the great flood, God gave us permission to eat meat. However, God said not to eat meat with blood in it. I am sorry, those who love rear stake would be going against God’s commandment. “Any living creature that moves about shall be yours to eat; I give them all to you as I did the green plants. Only meat with its lifeblood still in it you shall not eat.” (Gn. 9:3-4)“ Well, God could not be outdone in His mercy and generosity. When Jesus came He pronounced all food good. So you do not have to worry if your stake is dripping blood, you are free to eat it. That is the mercy of God (Mark 7:19). 

In our Epistle, we heard about God’s mercy that Christ suffered for sinners. According St. Peter, Jesus Christ took up our flesh and suffered and died for us out of His mercy and love for us, so that our sins would be forgiven and we will be able to be with God. Jesus became a bridge that connects a huge chasm between two Islands. The gap prevents us from crossing over from our side to the other side where God is. Since God cannot die, in His human nature, Christ died but after three days, He was resurrected to life in the Spirit. God surrender to humiliating death so we can live with Him in paradise for eternity.

Again, in His mercy, God did not forget those who lived a life of disobedience during Noah’s time, and had died but could not cross over to the main Island where God is and were held on another Island. According to St. Peter by preaching to them, Jesus by His passion death and resurrection and as God became a bridge for them to cross over to the main Island so they could enter into the God’s joy had prepared for those who followed His commandments. You see, the desire of everyone is to enter into the joy of His Father. The main Island which is Paradise, the only place where we could have perfect joy and rest. It is a place where we would be able to see the face of God.

In our Gospel reading, St. Mark gave us an account of how Jesus had to reverse what Adam and Eve did by their obedience. Jesus had to fast and be tested for 40 days and night in the desert. He had to do this so that He could win the first battle with the devil who conquered our first parents and drew them into sin. By looking at the Gospel of Matthew and Luke, we are able to fill in the detail of what happened in the desert. We found out that, by using Scripture three times, Jesus defeated the devil and Jesus became the “New Adam.” Where Adam and Eve failed, Jesus conquered the enemy, the devil. So, whenever we are tempted, we should use Scripture to defeat the devil.

After fasting for 40 days and vanquishing the enemy, the angels came and ministered to Jesus. It was right after these events in the desert that Jesus came out into the public arena to continue His battle with the devil by teaching us and rescuing us from the hands of the devil. Jesus started His public ministry by taking off from where John the Baptist started his ministry. Both cousins started their ministries by calling us to repentance and to believe in the Gospel of Good News. Jesus started His ministry by saying, “This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and believe in the Gospel.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]As from last Wednesday, we also have been called by His Church to enter into our own desert for 40 days by praying, fasting, and doing penance for 40 days. At the end of our desert moment which ends at the end of Good Friday, we will come to the joy of Easter when our Lord conquered death by His resurrection. Let us use these 40 days to come out from the desert into the oases of God’s mercy and love which is full of fertile land with a stream of running water which is the Holy Spirit that will nourish our heart and turn it into a living flesh of mercy and love of our neighbor whom we can see. 
Happy “National Random Acts of Kindness Day.”

As we come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, let us ask Jesus to give us His grace so we can conquer the devil and his temptations by what we learn in praying the Scripture during this 40 days. 
