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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10
.
 	    “Restoration” 	
All our readings point us to our restoration both physically and spiritually. Restoration brings about invigoration and renewal to original state, we become gassed up and ready to keep on trucking again. After exerting our minds and energy in accomplishing what needs to be done, we need to replenish and restore what we have used. It is like a car that is running out of gas, if the gas tank is not refilled, the engine will stop running and we will be stuck in one place. So, it is with us. When we do not constantly renew ourselves through God’s word and the Eucharist, like a car that is not gassed up, we will start losing our zeal to be faithful to God and His ways. 
When we are restored, we will be full of zeal to follow Jesus to wherever He might lead us. Following Jesus means to conform our will to the will of God, it is then that we would have the peace that only God can give us. It is then that the evil one will not be able to take control of our lives and will not be able to create chaos in our lives and the lives of those we love. Jesus is the light that has come to remove darkness from our life and restore us to what God intended us to be like at creation. He created us to be His children so we can be with Him and become the brothers and sisters of His only begotten Son.
After the fall of our parents, Jesus laid down His life for us so we can live for eternity. How do we respond to our Lord’s invitation to follow Him? We respond by deepening our faith in Him. We hear the word of God every time we celebrate Mass and most of us read the Bible at home. His word is living, it is not a relic from the past. Through His word Jesus invites, increase, and deepen our faith so we can persevere in our love for God. His words are also a challenge for us to grow more holy, to be uncompromising in rejecting any attachment to sin. He wants us to grow our faith from the size of a mustard seed to the size of a big bush. 
Jesus asked us to obey His commandments of love of God and love of neighbor. It is after we have achieved all these that our light will shine for the world to see. However, we must remember that the word of God is intended to stir us out of complacency, God does not wish for us to hear His word in a passive way as we might word that comes to us from a radio or television. He wants His word to light a fire in our heart, so our hearts would be burning like those of the two disciples on their way to Emmaus. What did they do after having a Mass with Jesus? They picked up their mat and returned to Jerusalem to tell the others about the good news of the resurrection.
In our first reading from the Book of Prophet Jeremiah, God complained about the bad shepherds who were misleading His flock which led His flock to be scattered all over the nations. God lamented that the shepherds did not nurture His sheep. God said they would be punished for their evil deeds. To punish them, God used the Assyrians who captured the Northern kingdom in 722 BC. Then the Babylonians came and conquered the Southern Kingdom of Judea in 585 BC. It was the school of hard knocks before they came to know God. However, God promised that He would raise up a good Shepherd from the shoot of David who would retore them back to Israel where they would prosper and know their God.
While God used kings to shepherd His people during this period, God is now using the Pope and the Magisterium to shepherd is Church in the mist of different governments in the world. While the Pope and the Magisterium enjoys some autonomy in leading the Church, clash of ideology between the Church and the State exists, which makes things difficult for the Church. If the Church follows the teachings of God, she will always, by the power of God, overcome any obstacle that might come her way. The Church’s answer should always be “no” to things that go against Jesus’ teachings. It must be, no to same sex marriage, gender identity, abortion, Euthanasia etc. The Church should change the world and not allow the world to change the Church. Jesus has restored His Church we should not be afraid.
In St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, we have the theme that when there is restoration in Christ, there will be peace. Both Jews and Gentiles are united to be one by Jesus Christ. Christ Jesus is our peace. He has broken the wall of separation between the Jews and the Gentiles. By divine call, Paul was commissioned to proclaim this peace to the Gentiles. Jesus is the solution to all the problems that exist in the world according to Pope St. John Paul II. Jesus has restored the unity between the Jews and the Gentiles. The veil that separated the sanctuary from the rest of the temple was thorn apart at His death. Now both Jews and Gentiles can worship together.
In Paul’s writing, we are told that we are no longer strangers and aliens. We have been united by the love of Christ. Gentiles are no longer on the outside looking in. We are fellow citizens of the saints and members of the household of God. By God’s grace and the sacrifice of His Son on the cross, we have been drawn into God’s family with all rights of daughters and sons of God with the full right of inheritance to see the face of God and live with Him for eternity. It is a perfect and everlasting life in heaven. We should rejoice in the truth that we have been embraced by God who is truly our Father. There should be no jealousy or envy of anyone on earth or those who have gone ahead of us.
In our gospel reading, The Apostles returned from their mission to go out to preach, heal, and cast out demons. To emphasize their mission, here, St. Mark called them apostles. While in the rest of his Gospel, he called them disciples. Apostles means some one sent on a mission. If you were one of the apostles, what would you talk about when you return? Will you talk about how tired you were or about what happened on your mission? Or about how demons were driven out, or how the sick were healed, or what you preached about? Or how needy the people were? On returning, we heard Jesus say to the apostles “Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.” 
Jesus wanted them to bask in what they had accomplished by His grace on their journey. He wanted them to enjoy not only a physical rest but also a spiritual rest. In telling them to rest, Jesus recalled the promised Land in the OT. Rest signifies living in relative safety and prosperity. While in the NT we are told in the letter to the Hebrew to remain steadfast in faith to enjoy our rest, that is eternal life with God. Jesus was concerned that the rigors and demands of their ministry may absorb them so much that they might lose a sense of union with Him. He also wanted them to spend time alone with Him in thanksgiving and prayer to His Father. 
In our busy life, let us also spend time away from the hustle and bustle this world demand of us so, we can be joyful alone with Jesus. Here the Mass is a community prayer. And other-centered. type of prayer. As a community of prayer, the Mass cannot satisfy everyone. There are some people who love the Latin Mass because they could pray privately while attending Mass On the other hand, there are others who love the current Mass because they can participate or respond to the prayers of sacrifice with the priest during Mass. There are other ways those who would like to pray privately can fulfill their need. They could go to Adoration where they could pray privately while looking at Jesus in the monstrance.
As we come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, with awe and reverence, let us ask Him to give us more grace to be good followers.
