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He who loves the coming of the Lord is not he who affirms that it is far off, nor is it he who says it is near, but rather he who, whether it be far off or near, awaits it with sincere faith, steadfast hope, and fervent love” * – St. Augustine
 	    “End Times.” 	
Today, all our readings point us to “End Times.” It is appropriate that we have these readings this Sunday, as we get to the end of the Liturgical year. Next Sunday will be Christ the King. After next Sunday, we will start Advent signifying the beginning of the new liturgical year. What we will be hearing now in Scripture will be about End Times. We will hear from the Books of Revelation about End Times and idea about judgement in the Gospel which signify the end of our life and the end of the world as we know it. To prepare for final judgment, we want to align our lives and our hearts in preparation for the final judgment. How we live our life. It determines where we end up.
The month of November is regarded as the month of the dead, when we remember our beloved ones who have passed on to the other side, we want to offer to God prayers and fast on their behalf should they be in purgatory. If they are no longer there, God will use our prayers and fasting for other people who might need them. With God, no prayer or fasting goes to waste. It is the end of our game that matters. It is how we love God, and our neighbor is what we will be judge by. It is how we love that we will know where we will go. It could be heaven or hell. Love is obeying and fulfilling the law of God. It is not about succumbing to our passions and desires.
How we extend part of what we have received to the poor and those afflicted in different ways a more open-handed generosity, so that God may be thanked through many voices and the relief of the needy supported by our fasting. No act of devotion on the part of the faithful gives God more pleasure than that which is lavished on his poor. Where he finds charity with its loving concern, there He recognizes the reflection of His own fatherly care. In these acts of giving do not fear a lack of means. A generous spirit is itself great wealth. There can be no shortage of material for generosity where it is Christ who feeds and Christ who is fed.
In our first reading, from the Book of Daniel, God told Daniel that there will be great tribulations and distress the likes of which have not been seen; with Angel Michael slated to come to the rescue of humanity. before the second coming of Christ. We are told all those who follow the law of love would escape. It is a testimony that Jesus will come again at the end of time. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. When this passage was written around 167 BC, it was written to comfort and give hope to the Jews who were under cruel pagan king. It advised the Jews to live wisely and justly instead of worrying about the future. 
We are told that all who had died will rise from the dead. Many to eternal life while many will rise to eternal death to life of horror and disgrace that had never being seen before. They would wish they had never been born or be swallowed up by the earth. But they will have breath and would have to live through eternity in a state of pain and disgrace because they did not listen to the word of God or follow His commandments of love. They did not want to give up their freewill to follow the will of God who willingly gave them that freewill. On the other hand, those who submitted their will to God while living will shine brightly like stars forever.
In our second reading, from the Letter to the Hebrews we are told about our redemption by the Messiah who shed His blood to ransom all who submit their free will to the will of God. They will have the image of Christ who is the image of the first born to life. We will be like Him and His adopted brothers and sisters for eternity. He is the victim and priest who offered Himself as sacrifice for our salvation. Now He is seated at the right hand of His Father in a place where He was before He came to be the bridge (Jesus) that reconnected humanity to the Mainland (God). We were like a man who built his house on an Island with a bridge that connected his house to the mainland. 
One night there was a terrible storm (sin) that washed away the Bridge and he lost his connection to the Mainland. In the morning, He found out that he could not get any supply (supernatural grace from the Mainland). Overnight he found out that a perfect Bridge that connects his Island and the Mainland has been built He was overjoyed. From this lesson, he knew he would never let anything separate him from God. As St Paul said, “What will separate us from the love of Christ? For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor present things, nor future things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:35-39).
In our Gospel reading, Imagine if at this very hour the end comes, and the displacement of the celestial bodies we heard in the gospel begins to happen… ”The sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light” What do you think shall be your fate? Are you quite sure that your life today is pleasing to God and would merit you an everlasting happiness? Ask yourself, if I die today, shall heaven be my reward or shall I be in an everlasting horror and disgrace in Hell. The greatest regret of many before their death is the fact of not doing what they should have done while the physical strength and resources are there. What do you think would be your greatest regret on your deathbed and what do you think you can do today to avoid it, to die a peaceful death? 
In 2013, I had the privilege of doing my CPE (Clinical Pastoral Education) at St. Joseph Hospital in Tacoma WA. One day, I was paged to deal with an 80-year-old patient who was in distress about dying. She told me, “I do not want to die, I still have many things to do.” I wanted to remind her that she is now 80 years old, and Scripture tells us “Seventy is the sum of our years, or eighty, if we are strong. Most of them are toil and sorrow; they pass quickly, and we are gone. (Ps 90:10) Instead, I comforted her. For some people, no matter how old, some people will still want more time. We should imitate Pope St. John Paul II who said, “Let me go to the house of the Father.” He was ready to answer Jesus’ call to come home.
Jesus tells us to be vigilant about His second coming and be ready at all timed because we do not know when He will come back the second and final time. So, my brothers and sisters, When we perform an act of kindness we should rejoice and not be sad about it. If you undo the shackles and the thongs, says Isaiah, that is, if you do away with miserliness and counting the cost, with hesitation and grumbling, what will be the result? Something great and wonderful! What a marvelous reward there will be: Your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will rise quickly. Who would not aspire to light and healing.
As we come to receive Jesus in. Most Holy Eucharist, with awe and reverence let us ask for His grace to stay vigilant and ready for His second coming.
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