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    “The Power of God”
All our readings point us to the power of God. There is power in His word and power in His kindness and in everything He does for us. With His power He makes mountains rise from the depth of the sea. We see the power of God in His creation. It is through God’s power that the sun shine during the day, the moon shine brightly at His command and all the stars obey Him, and He built the lofty sky that form a doom over the earth. It is He who formed all creatures by His word. His created wonders are displayed were ever we gaze and all created things make His glory known and with is almighty power, He cares for all of His creation who adore Him.

Adoration belongs to God alone. He is truth and eternal and we should adore Him for His great glory with awe and reverence. Ever being conversant of He who created everything out of nothing and gave us our breath, should He decide to take our breath away from us, we will exist no more in this world. And should we be found wanting in how we follow His commandments, on the Day of the Lord, when we will be judged according to our deeds, we will end up on the wrong side of eternal life despite the great love He has shown us. With our given freewill, He has given us the choice to follow Him by truly adoring the Eternal Father for His great glory.

 He sent His only begotten Son to come and teach us in the way that will take us to eternal life with Him. His Son suffered for us and laid down His life for us. He opened His heart and arms for us on the cross asking us to choose life. We who are on the way to salvation see His crucifixion as the proof of God’s power. Like burning incense, let your prayers rise up to Him, He who is the only intercessor between us and His Father, Let us listen to His word He passed on to us through His Apostles, who, passed them on to His Church. With purity of intention, let us adore His Son in the monstrance on His altar of eternal sacrifice in Adoration and Benediction.

In our first reading from the Book of Job, we see a man who sees his life as a life full of hard work and nothing to show for it, except misery. To him, his life does not have a prayer of relief because it lacks God’s power. If a life is not centered on God, it will be a dull and lifeless life. Job took stuck of his life and compared it to that of a hired hand who has to be paid for working for others. Job saw his life as not a happy life. He has just lost everything in the world that matters to him and he was searching for answer why he had to go through such a punishing and sorrowful life. He could not fathom why God would abandon him and allow so much disaster.

At this point Job had lost everything that God gave him as a sign of His love for Job. His friends condemned him for his lack of understanding that God had brought disasters upon him because of his sins. However, Job insisted that he was righteous. God also praised Job especially in the face of the devil to demonstrate the love and obedience of Job to God. From what Job experienced, Job had sleepless nights when he longed for daylight. However, when daylight came, it went so fast and ends with another dark night. In this chapter, Job was talking to God in trying to discern why God was punishing him. In the end, Job found out about the power of God over evil.

In our second reading, St. Paul pointed out to the Corinthians that the work he was doing as a preacher of the Gospel, he chose freely with his freewill. This means, he could have refused to preach. However, he sees his work as a preacher as coming from the power of God so, he could not boast of his eloquence. Because it is God who gave him the grace to be a preacher. Should he not preach the Gospel, he would be wretched, miserable and in despair because he would be doing his will and not God’s will. His freewill led him to search for God. On find God, he will never go back to who he was. Paul became a new man when he found God.

It should be the same for us, in our search for God. Once we find Him, we will never desire to go back to where we were before we found Him. We will see every created thing as showing the power of God and not make them our idol. For example, we will come to know that the power of the ocean, only manifest to us a little piece of the power of God. We will come to worship the creator and not worship the things He created for us to enjoy. Yes, we must constantly search for God. But our search for Him must not be for our own glory but for the glory of God. It must be based on spreading what we found to others. 

To Paul, anyone who preaches must be grounded in God’s Spirit and the mission of Christ. They must have a certain focus and urgency about their mission. That is why he said, “woe to me if I do not preach it!” It is a desire to project to the people they are preaching to, a preferred view point or truth that governs and unifies all their points. It is the truth of Christ who said in His words, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” So, in other to spread this truth to others, it might require molding and remolding their hearts to those they are preaching to as long as they are lead to the same goal of propagation only of the message of Christ.   

In our Gospel reading, we are pointed to one of the most beautiful truths of our faith. It is that the eternal Son of God became human like us in all things but sin. Since Jesus did not come to save angels but human beings, He did not appear in some ghostly fashion, nor was He born into a royal family. Instead, He was born in the simplest fashion anyone could be born into. He was born in a trough in a manger. The second Vatican Council puts it this way, “By His incarnation the Son of God has united Himself in some fashion with every man. He worked with human hands, He taught with human mind, acted by a human choice, and loved with a human heart.” (Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, 22).   

 When most of us have problems or are depressed, we are most comfortable talking to someone who has experienced what we are going through. We know they would understand us better than someone who has not. Sharing a tragedy with someone who has gone through a similar ordeal is much more comforting than opening up to some professional counselor who may be aloof and had not experienced what we are going through. That is why Jesus in His humanity, is the greatest Teacher who has ever lived and would ever live. It is stimulating to talk to someone who could finish your sentence for you. There will be a connection between both of you.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In the Gospel, we heard that Jesus reached out to others with understanding and empathy. In our reading today, we heard about Jesus curing Peter’s mother in-law. Jesus must have thought about His own mother, Mary. In fact, throughout His life, Jesus either experienced or shared in almost every possible human emotion. He experienced joy and pain. He experienced joy when He found someone who accepted His message of salvation. We might think of the woman at the well. He experienced pain when His message was rejected because someone rejected salvation. He knew the joy of a good meal with friends and He suffered the pain of watching some of His disciples turn away from Him.

As we come with reverence and awe, to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, let us ask for the grace to know Him more so we will not turn away from Him.
