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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10.
 Novena Holy Spirit: Charity, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-Control, Goodness

	    “Work of the Holy Spirit” 	
On Pentecost, we celebrate the birth of the Church founded by Jesus on Peter the rock. Pentecost means 50th day. Pentecost is one of the mandatory feast day in the Old Testament when all Jewish males over the age of 12 were expected to go to Jerusalem and worship in the Temple. At this time for the Apostles, it was 50 days after the last supper. Jesus before His Ascension had told His Apostles to stay in Jerusalem for the arrival of the gift of the Father. They were in the Upper Room. First, they chose Matthias to take the office of Judas and while praying, they experienced the power of the Holy Spirt that descended on them in the form of tongues of fire and they were never the same again.
Tonight, we anticipate the coming of the Holy Spirit so that He can transform our lives to live a life that is directed by Him. We have to give up our old self so that by the power of the Holy Spirit we can be weaponized in the new self. It is only through the power of the Holy Spirit that we can combat our flesh and the devil. The end result for us, is to share in the divine nature of Christ so we can become His brothers and sisters. After our Lord had completed His mission on earth, the coming of the Holy Spirit is so important to our spiritual development that our Lord said, if He did not return to His Father, the Comforter will not come to us. Our Lord said, the Holy Spirit will guide us to all truth. 
We have received the gifts of the Holy Spirit as our intermediary and advocate, to shed light on the hard doctrines of our faith such as the incarnation of the second Person of the Trinity. The gifts of the Holy Spirit are wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of God. Since it is impossible for us to understand the doctrines, with our small minds, the Holy Spirit helps us to understand the Father and the Son and He relays our prayer to God with groaning. The gift of the Holy Spirit is in all who are baptized in the name of the Trinity. However, the Holy Spirit gives His gifts according to His wishes. 
In our first reading we heard that a great number of people from all nations where gathered in one place in Jerusalem when the feast of Pentecost had been fulfilled.  Christ’s Passover is fulfilled by the out pouring of the Holy Spirit manifested to the senses by “a noise like strong driving wind, and it filled the entire house in which they were. Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire and the disciples started to speak in different tongues. These attracted all the people in the place and they were astounded, and in amazement. These occurrence might be compared to the reverse to what happened at the tower of Babel. 
In our second reading, we are placed in the province of Galatia. It included cities such as regions of Pisidia, Pamphilia, and part of Lycaonia. St. Paul established Christian communities in the southern part of the province in AD 47. On his 3rd journey to the area, St. Paul found out that some Jews who expected new converts to follow Jewish laws of circumcision and dietary laws had invaded the area enforcing their teachings. We have just heard part of the letter St. Paul wrote to the community explaining the difference between the Old and the New Covenant.
St, Paul used work of the “flesh” which suggests human weakness, limitations, and the lack of self-control. The extensive lists of such works provided by Paul could be used for examination of conscience before going to confession. He drew the inference that none of these works could ever be part of works that is pleasing to God. In fact their works completely separate them from God. They are mortal sins that are deadly that kills the body and the soul for eternity. They are sins that every Christians should avoid. And should we sin, Jesus has given us a Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation that will reunite us back with God after we repent. 
Regarding the works of the Spirit, St. Paul listed most of the gifts of the Holy Spirit that creates harmony and unity between individuals and among them rather than operations that are self-centered to single individual. Works of the Spirit are the building blocks for creating a God fearing communities. God’s Spirit unites person to the Body of Christ which leads to socialization rather than exclusivity of individual. As St Paul says as the Body of Christ, we are united to work together in harmony with no part saying it does not need others parts to operate. An eye cannot not say it does not need the rest of the Body. If isolated, it would die.
In our Gospel reading, we should notice how the glorified Body of Christ works. On the first day of the week, with doors locked because the disciples were afraid that what happened to Jesus would happen to them. Jesus however, came into locked and secured room where the disciples were. Something He did not do before He was glorified. Now, there is a change to Jesus’ body. He could pass through a wall. Nothing could stop Him. The first words that Jesus said to His disciples was “Peace be with you.” This would have calmed down the disciples because someone who would come to harm them, would not use words like that. Instead, He would have attacked them.
Jesus then showed them His wounds He sustained during crucifixion. Seeing the wounds would have certified the disciples that He was not an impostor trying to trick them. These, brought joy to the disciples because their Leader had returned. They were unlike Thomas who wanted to touch the wounds to make sure they were not fake wounds. Then Jesus used the word again “Peace” and then gave His disciples a commission to go out into the world and forgive or retain sins with the same authority His Father had sent Him into the world. 
However, Jesus first breath on them and gave them the gift of the Holy Spirit to empower them to forgive sins. It is a power of authority that forgive or retain sin. This is another work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. It is interesting to hear people in the protestant world say, why go to a priest instead of confessing to God directly? Well, first of all it is because God Himself who commanded us to do so after all authority had been given to Him by His Father. When Jesus was with the Apostles before He was crucified, He sent them out to heal and cure those who were sick in mind and body in His name. Protestants did not object to that. Why object to forgiving sin?
 In James 5:13-16 “Is anyone among you suffering? He should pray. Is anyone in good spirits? He should sing praise. Is anyone among you sick? He should summon the presbyters (Priests) of the church, and they should pray over him and anoint [him] with oil in the name of the Lord, and the prayer of faith will save the sick person, and the Lord will raise him up. If he has committed any sins, he will be forgiven.”  Confession and Intercession. Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The fervent prayer of a righteous person is very powerful.” This is how James interpreted the commission and authority given to them by Jesus.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Yes we as Catholics do confess to God directly as well. But like baptism which is also a Sacrament that is perpetual like Confession, it requires a person given the authority to do so too. Confession or the forgiveness of sins is also done by God. If it were not so Jesus would not have gone into the trouble of doing what He did. The breathing on them was like what God did at creation. Jesus was doing the same here too.
As we come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, with awe and reverence, let us thank God for His grace poured on His Church at Penetecost.
	
 
