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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10
 	    “God’s Plan to Rescue Us” 	
All our readings today point us to God’s plan to rescue us after we were captured by the devil, shackled by sin, and bounded by death. Al these three things have separated us from God, and we feel lost without Him in our lives. Can you imagine after the fall what Trinity would talk about! The Father would say someone has to go down to save the humanity we created. Then, Jesus says, Father, send Me. I will go. I will rescue them. I will go covered in human flesh so the devil will not be sure who I AM until I am nailed to the cross and raised hanging on the tree of life. I will gather them and bring them from darkness into light with us for eternity. 
Some of us have taking Jesus for granted. Especially those who are afraid to come to Mass and see Him. They are afraid because of their sins. Sin sets fear into our hearts, just like Adam and Eve who went into hiding after the fall. They were afraid and ashamed to see God after the fall. However, God who is all loving and full of forgiveness went after them asking them to show their face. Instead of being angry, God showed them compassion and love. He overlooked their fall from grace. He let them know that He would bring greater good out of evil. While God is a God of love and compassion, He is also a God of justice. 
Instead of getting rid of them and start all over, God punished them for their sin and banished them from the beautiful and peaceful garden He created for them to live in eternal bliss. God sees us as His beloved daughters and sons that He desires to rescue and protect as a hen protects its chicks. Like a good shepherd, God came down from His glorified place in heaven to be like us because only someone human like us and who is divine could rescue us from the tyranny of the evil one. It is when we realize that Jesus is the one Person, we can cry out for help, like Peter did when he was sinking, we should feel blessed and secure that we are loved and protected by  God.
In our first reading, from the Book of Deuteronomy, we heard God say through Prophet Isaiah that those who are afraid, should have faith and be strong because God is with them, and He will come to their aid with vindication and render justice. He will come to rescue them not only from visible forces, but also from invisible evil forces. At His coming, those who were blind will be able to see and the deaf would be able to hear, the crippled will be able to walk unimpeded, the mute will be able to sing glorifying God for His mercy and compassion on us. Then others will see all the marvelous things God has done and give glory to God.
It is common that sometimes we are afraid of what might be going on in our world. The only fear we must have, is the fear of God which is a gift of the Holy Spirit. God is telling us not to be afraid because as Catholics and Christians who follow His commandments, He will always be with us and direct our lives, all we have to do, is listen to Him. When we are afraid, we should call on Him and He will come to our rescue. God continued by reminding us that He has power over all things or all elements of the world. He could turn a desert into an oasis and an oasis into a desert. He has power over all the elements in the sky and below the sky.
In our second reading from the Epistle of James, we are reminded that we should treat everyone equally, especially the rich and the poor. We are all created in the image and likeness of God. We should not ignore or mistreat the poor by ignoring them because God comes to the rescue of those who are poor and take vengeance on those who are rich who mistreat the poor. As mother Saint Teresa whom we just celebrated her feast day on Thursday said, “The poor exist to help the rich get to heaven while the rich exist to help the poor survive on earth.” Every poor person represents the poverty of Jesus when He came to rescue us from sin and death. So, see Jesus in every poor.
Jesus had nowhere to lay His head and the Apostles He chose had nothing to give except the amazing grace of healing from God. So, we must not judge by outward appearance but by the content of character. St. James further told us that God chose the poor to have more faith because they know their lives and livelihood depend on God. They rely on God for their existence. St. James tells us that our way of life must be patterned according to God’s standard. God is not impressed by wealth. He does not have His hand out for a tip, nor does He have to hope that a wealthy person will provide Him with a handsome profit by purchasing a gorgeous home in heaven.
In our Gospel reading, we have a beautiful story about the healing of a hard of hearing man who also had speech impediment. The man is a symbol of disunity. He was unable to ear or to communicate properly with the people around him. How frustrating that would be for him and the people around him. He was cut off from those around him and forced to live a solitary life. Jesus cured him and united him with the members of his community. Jesus is the one who can bring about unity among us, a unity that allow us to speak and listen to each other with respect and concern. On seeing this miracle, the people said, “He has done all things well…”
Jesus came to rescue us from the deadly enemy, Satan. Satan cause all the evil in the world. God did not create division among us. When He created Adam and Eve, there was unity amongst them. They coexisted perfectly. But after the fall all things went south for them. When God asked Adam why he disobeyed His command, Adam pointed his finger at Eve saying, it was Eve who gave him the forbidden fruit to eat. There, beings’ disunity! In the Eucharist that we are about to receive, God our Father gives us a share in the one bread and the one cup and makes us one in Christ. That oneness we all have with Christ, whether  rich or poor, must be expressed in one love and one care for each other.
As we come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, with awe and reverence, let us ask Him to keep us united as we receive His body and blood.
