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He who loves the coming of the Lord is not he who affirms that it is far off, nor is it he who says it is near, but rather he who, whether it be far off or near, awaits it with sincere faith, steadfast hope, and fervent love” – St. Augustine
Love
Tonight, we celebrate this beautiful Mass in commemoration of the night our Savior and Lord Jesus was born of virgin Mary. Let us give thanks to our God who has shown us mercy after we misbehaved and rejected His love. We turned our backs to Him, instead of following Him, we turned to the evil one and followed the evil one. Today in our Gospel, we are reminded of the lineage of Jesus as the Son of God and Son of David. The Gospel is a combine reading of our Gospel reading on the 17th and 18th week of Advent. It is the genealogy of Jesus and His birth according to Matthew Gospel. It begins with Abraham; the father of the chosen people and it is divided into 3 parts of 14 generations each. It ends with Joseph the husband of Mary the mother of Jesus the Messiah.

In giving these names, Matthew connects with the Jews of his time to let them know how authentic Jesus is as the Son of Man in his connection to king David and that Jesus’ linage goes back to the beginning of Israelite history beginning with Abraham. Matthew shows that Jesus is awaited Messiah that the Jews had been waiting for. That is why he told them that they are no longer forsaken as week that because of their disobedience, God forsake them until the one who is to give birth will deliver her baby and now, they are the delight of God and there is a rebirth in their land. It is like moving through the seasons. From spring to summer, Fall, (when all seams’ dead,) to winter when all plants have lost their leaves, and they seem dead. They are now back to life as in spring and summer.

God has brought them back to life because of His Son Jesus who came to bring life and demand they repent and turnaround from sin and believe in the Gospel the word of God. It is Jesus who is the bridegroom coming to seek the hand of His bride the Church. He wants to shower her with His unequal love and we, the friends of the bridegroom, do not speak with our own voice but we take great jo in listening to the bridegroom. We re not dead, but alive and full of joy at His coming to rescue us from sin and death. We just must let the door of our heart open and unluck our soul to Jesu; message and offer Him a welcome and we will receive the peace and love we are searching for.

As we look at our second reading, in the Acts of the Apostles, we see how the message of Jesus is being continued by His apostles, Paul now talking to the Greeks who were pagans, gave them a rundown of the history of the Jews He told them how God with strong arm brought the Jews out of slavery in Egypt. He told them about Saoul the first king God gave to the Jews to lead them. He told them how Saul misbehaved, and God removed him as king and installed David who God favored as king. God delighted in David and knew that David would never do what Saul did to loose favor with God. It is from the line of David that God brought Jesus the Masiah and made Him King forever.

He told them about John the Baptist who was the forerunner who paved the way for Jesus asking the people to turn their life around by receive the baptism of repentance for the Jews. He told them about the humility of John the Baptist who when the people were thinking he is the Messiah rejected that notion and said he was not worthy to unfasten the sandals of the feet of the Jesus the true Messiah. As we heard in Scripture about the Jews, they were cerebral and were more interested in reason or philosophy, Paul was able to change their minds and was with them for a while. 

For us who are still in this battle as Church militant fighting for our faith in God, let us keep our hearts blameless by believing in the Gospel and putting our faith into action so all unbelievers and see us and marvel at what God has done for us. It is by our living the Gospel that we will be vindicated or have integrity in what we believe. The One we love was born in a stable today We are the ones who love the coming of the Lord and we will continue to celebrate the expected Jesus as long as we have breath in us.

As we come to receive Jesus in the Most Holy Eucharist, with reverence and awe, let us ask God to hasting the second coming of our Lord and God so our joy would be complete. 
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