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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10
    “The Good shepherd” 
All our readings today point us to Jesus as the Good Shepherd. A shepherd who in the worldly sense take care and protect the sheep he is put in charge of. Like David in the Book of Samuel, who was shepherding his families’ livelihood in the field when Samuel asked for him so he could be anointed as king of the people of God. That was where he horned his skill with the sling while protecting the sheep. David must have killed many foxes, wolfs, and lions with his sling while protecting the sheep. Shepherding sheep was the lowest type of work in those days, in the eyes of the people. Shepherds were looked down on in Jesus’ time.
However, in the eyes of God, shepherds are regarded very highly. Because shepherds are humble and at the same time, shepherds care about their flock and protect them from danger even up to losing their lives. They know how to protect their sheep form danger, which will be the sign of a good shepherd. The love of their sheep is utmost in their hearts. They love them and their sheep know them and will follow the good shepherds. The good shepherd leads the flock to fertile land and feed’s them. He cares for those who are weak and dress their wounds. He brings them back to good health without caring about what it would cost him.
The Good Shepherd is the light of the world, He is the light which enlightens all humanity in the world. He is the everlasting light, the timeless light revealed in time. He is the light that manifested Himself in the flesh although hidden by His human nature. He is the light that brings joy into every heart who accepts His invitation. He is the light that shone around the shepherds and guided the Magi. He is the light that was in the world from the beginning, through whom the world was made, yet the world did not know Him. He is that light which came to its own, and its own people did not recognize Him. He is the Son of God Jesus Christ who came to redeem us. 
In our first reading, we heard about Peter whom the Light appointed as the shepherd of His Body the Church. Peter gave testimony boldly to those whom he was scared of before receiving the gift if the Holy Spirit from the Good Shepherd. Now, Peter was unafraid and accused them directly about what they did to the Good Shepherd. Peter told them that the coming was foretold in our Psalm today. The Psalmist told them to give thanks to the eternal King for He is good and full of mercy. All they have to do is repented to experience His forgiveness as He asked His Father to do when He was crucified. He is the Good Shepherd we can fully trust and not anyone else.
Peter told the elders and Leaders that the healing of the crippled man they witnessed was not by the apostles but by the name of Jesus Christ from Nazareth whom they crucified. He declared to them that God raised Jesus from the dead and it is in His name that the cripple man stands healed and saved. He informed them that Jesus was the stone rejected by them who were supposed to be the builders of faith of the people in God. However, through ignorance and jealousy, they handed Him over to the pagans to be tortured and crucified. He let them know that Jesus is the corner stone and that there is no salvation without believing in Him and in His name.  
In our second reading from the letter of St. John, we have the theme of our Good Shepherd who laid down His life for us because of His love for us. Through the love of the Father, we become the children of God. God will bless those who fear Him and obey His commandments. Though He will punish those who disobey His commandments, He will again show pity on the children of the righteous. He is the God of mercy and compassion who forgives us our sins and would not deal with us according to our sins. Let us adore Him and praise His name for eternity. Through the Son, we will become God’s children and abide in His peace for eternity.
Furthermore, St. John tells us that the world does not know us as children of God because they did not know Jesus as the Son of God. However in John’s Gospel, Jesus said “I pray not only for them, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, so that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they also may be in us, that the world may believe that you sent me.” (Jn 17:20-22). So it is because we are not united as Christians that is why the world does not know Jesus as our savior. Followers of Christ need to put to an end, to the division that that exists among us and teach the same teaching passed on through the apostles.  
St. John tells us that we are God’s children now and what we shall be after our earthly life, has not yet been revealed to us. But when it is reveled, we shall be like Jesus. We become children of God through our baptism. We become children of God through our faith in Christ who pours His Holy Spirit upon us. We do not deserve or merit it, it is a gift that is bestowed upon us when we believe in Him and listen to Him He came to redeem us from our sinful ways. Let us open our heart, mind, and soul to the Good Shepherd, and our reward will be great in heaven. On this day, the Church asks us to pray for vocations to the priesthood and religious life.
In our Gospel reading, Jesus told us that He is the Good Shepherd who protects and laid down His life for His sheep. As the wolf comes to devour and scatter His sheep, the Good Shepherd stands guide and protect His flock with His rod and staff He protects His sheep. His rod and staff with which He protects His sheep are His word, flesh, and blood that we receive during Mass on His altar of sacrifice. His sacrifice is the only sacrifice that is pleasing to His Father, It is the ultimate sacrifice that defines how great He loves us. All praise and honor belongs to Him who stood up to intercede for us as the enemy accuses us.
Good leadership implies leading by good example. Christ came and taught us how to lead His flock. He told all who are weary or tired because of the trials and troubles of life to come to Him and He will protect them as a chicken protects His chicks. Our breastplate is His love for us. He calls us to love our neighbor as He loves us. Truly, there are bad shepherds today as there were during Christ’s time. We just have to take a look at the secular world and see and her some of them who call themselves followers of Christ. We will her leaders who says, the more money you put in the basket which goes into their pockets, the more money you will receive from God. Jesus says where your heart is, is where your treasure is. All God wants from us firstly is our love of Him and of our neighbor.
Jesus also said there are other sheep to lead that must be led by Him. Jesus was referring to the Gentiles. When we reflect on this saying of our Lord, we will remember the story of the Canaanite woman (Matt 15:22-29, Mark 7:25-30) in which Jesus told her “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” She said, “Lord, help me.” Jesus said in reply, “It is not right to take the food of the children and throw it to the dogs”.  ”She said, “Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the scraps that fall from the table of their masters.” Jesus said, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]As we come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, let us ask Him to teach us how to love our neighbor as He loves us.  
 
