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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10
.
	    “Call to a Mission” 	
All our readings point us to the call of God for each one of us to pick up our cross and follow Him. God sent Jesus on a mission to the world. He sent Him to come and teach us how to get to become adopted children of His Father. After teaching and showing us how to get to His Father, before going back to His Father, Jesus charged us to do the same by going all over the world to proclaim the truth of the Gospel of redemption to all people in the world. As baptized Christians, we are all called to a mission of spreading the Gospel of Jesus all over the world. So let us pick up the mission entrusted to us by our Lord Jesus Christ.
[bookmark: _GoBack]As followers of Christ, Jesus calls us to preach the Gospel and live the Gospel by our actions. He asks us to spread His Gospel to those we meet and to those we know when we answer His call. His call is for the repentance of those who have strayed from the faith and those who do not know about the Gospel. His call is a general call or a universal call to holiness of all people. He desires that all of us to know the true God so that both our bodies and souls will be immortal and incorruptible. His invitation to us is to spread His Gospel and lead all others to heaven because while we live on earth, knowing Him as King of heaven and earth. He desires to draw all people to Himself.
The saying “Know yourself” means that we should recognize and acknowledge that we are created in His image and likeness of God so, we should imitate Him, by continuing the work He started when He was with us. It is then, all generations would come to know Him and become friends of God and coheirs with Christ. Some of our reward would be, we would be subject to no evil desires or inclinations, or to any affliction of body or soul, for we would become divinized. Whatever evil we may have suffered, it is God who allowed them to happen to us. Precisely, because we are human. But equally, when we become holy, God has promised us a share in His own attributes.
In our first reading from Prophet Amos, Amos said, he was a shepherd and a dresser of sycamore tree before God called him to a mission to go and prophesy and spread the Gospel of God to His people. Amos was sent to spread the message of God to all the people in Israel or the ten tribes of Israel called the Northern Kingdom. Yes, Amos came from the Southern Kingdom of Judah. There was prosperity in the Northern Kingdom at this time which usually leads to social and religious corruption. Since God loves all people, He sent Amos to talk some sense into them to repent from their evil ways. 
Amaziah the priest of Bethel in the Northern Kingdom, which was about 14 miles north of Jerusalem, was jealous of Amos and did not like the idea of him coming to ruin their party of social and religious corruption in the North, so, he informed king Jeroboam II to send Amos back to the Southern Kingdom where he came from. Then Amos gave Amaziah his credentials about not being a prophet before God called him to go and prophesy in the Northern Kingdom. Amos was not a professional prophet by choice or by heritage or training. It was God who chose him for the special mission similarly to how Jesus chose all baptized to a mission of spreading His Gospel. 
We can note that what happened in the Northern Kingdom is happening to us in our present world today. Catholics are being attacked for holding on to the original faith passed Jesus on to the Church through the Apostles. We are being asked to change our ways and follow the time and do things that are not in accord with God’s plan. We are being told to follow what is popular that are not according to God’s will. The world wants Catholics to set the truth apart and go with what the mainstream likes. They are uncomfortable with the truth, the way to God, and what leads to eternal life. As for us, we are building our foundation on “Rock” and not on sand.
In our second reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians, we see how St. Paul is putting to work his call to be an apostle by spreading the Gospel of Jesus throughout the world. The letter is a hymn of praise of God’s plan for our salvation which involves our redemption on the cross by Christ’s blood followed by forgiveness of our sins as we repent. This is the mission Paul was preaching to those who would listen to him in the church in Ephesus. Paul elaborated that God chose us in Christ before He created the world and that He had a plan for us from eternity. God by His almighty power determined that we will be like His eternal Son.
God with His almighty power, gave us freewill to choose or reject Him. He did not force us to be what He wanted. He gave us freedom. This freedom allows us to return His love; a love that is not forced, but allows us to sin. All of us share in original sin which is like a birth defect. However, God did not allow this defect to be permanent. Instead, He turned us over to a divine Physician, His only begotten Son to repair the defect we inherited from our first parents. Jesus of course, is not an ordinary physician. He operated on us and removed our defect without leaving a scare. Indeed, He is a perfect physician. Rather than operate on us, He undergo the operation Himself in our place.
His love and mercy is not skin deep but goes as deep as eternal depth of an ocean.  He does nothing half way, His death is the means of our recovery. He did not give us blood transfusion from a donor, rather it is through His own blood that our sins are forgiven and wiped away without a trace. As we celebrate this Mass of praise, we should focus all our attention on the Mass and put our hearts and minds to the glorious songs that is the Mass we sing giving thanks and praise to His name reclining comfortably and contently on His breast knowing that we are His brothers and sisters He came to redeem for His Father.
In today’s Gospel, we heard that Jesus called His Apostles and sent them on a mission sending them out two by two so that their testimony would be mutually collaborated as credible as required in (Deut. 19:15). Or perhaps, Jesus was preparing them to have confidence in themselves without Him in teaching, healing, and performing exorcism, thereby doing what they had seen Him do. However, He told them not to take anything with them except a walking stick, wear sandals. The lack of material possessions would teach them to have total dependence upon God’s providence and not on their own human resources. The walking stick might be for wading off stray dogs or perhaps like the staff of Moses or Aron in Exodus 4:20.
Jesus also told them to stay in one place and not search for better accommodation. Should they not be welcomed, they should leave quietly but shake the dust of their feet in testimony against them. They were to preach repentance or a change of heart by turning away from sin and believing in the Gospel. That is why we too are called to go out preaching the Gospel of repentance. We should do this not only during Lent but all the time. Due to our baptism, we have become priests who would sacrifice our bodies as a living sacrifice during Mass with Jesus. By our baptism, we are also prophets who go out to preach the word of God and we are made kings who have authority given to us by Jesus.
As we come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, with awe and reverence, let us ask Him for more grace to respond to His call.
