
READINGS: Wis 7:7-11 / Heb 4:12-13 / Mk 10:17-30 or 10:17-27
10/13/2024
Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10

 	    “Seek First gifts of Prudence and Wisdom.” 	
All our readings today tell us to seek the gifts of Prudence and Wisdom. When we have both, our heart and mind will work harmoniously like rain drops falling on metal- roof at night. The melodious sound they produce will help us sleep deeply and we will feel refreshed in the morning ready to face, by the grace of God whatever might come our way. “Prudence is the virtue, that “disposes practical reason to discern our true good in every circumstance and to choose the right means of achieving it… it guides the other virtues by setting rule and measure. It is prudence that immediately guides the judgment of conscience…” CCC1806. Prudence is one of the four cardinal virtues from the Holy Spirit.
Wisdom is one of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit. You can find the other gifts in CCC1831. God created us according to His wisdom and love. When we have wisdom, we will be transformed into friends of God and even into prophets. God loves those who live with wisdom because that individual will always do what is good and just and will know how to live life wisely and well in accordance with God’s will. They will avoid sin by having integrity of heart, avoidance of evil especially, they will avoid injustice. The one who has these virtues, will be truly wise in what matters to God. Those people will have friendship with God because they will avoid sins in their lives. 
God desires to touch our hearts and invite us to make amends for our sins so we can seek His friendship. God in His wisdom knows us more than we know ourselves and He desires the best for us. By praying for prudence, we will begin to search for wisdom, and she will teach us that created things such as riches and material wealth are nothing compared to wisdom. It is through wisdom that is from above that we will desire humility, and not vainglory, then we will be gentle and full of mercy in our relationship with one another. Wisdom gives us the understanding not to do anything for vainglory, but to use our words only to express our thoughts, to love what is true, and avoid what is false.
In our first reading, we are invited to see that the good things God created to be seen and used for His glory and to glorify Him. When we do that, we will not make them our idols. They are not the Creator but are created for us know the true God. Just as Solomon asked for the gift of wisdom and did not ask for riches or power, so too we will realize the great gift of wisdom and hold on to it until we attain paradise. We will prefer her to all the riches and power in the world. If we have the wisdom of God, we will not complain when we go through trials, tribulations, and persecution in this world because, we will realize that they are nothing compared to the joy we will have in heaven.
As our Psalmist says, “Make us glad, for the days when you afflicted us, for the years when we saw evil.” It is when we have wisdom that we will realize that God allows afflictions, trials, and tribulations to happen to us for a greater gift from Him. When we have the gift, we will rejoice and give thanks to God for His wisdom which is unsurpassable. His love for us overflows in our lives when we have His wisdom. He uses His rod to correct us in a gentle and loving way. All the gold and silver in the world cannot be compared to her. It is like the parable our Lord uses about the person searching for the finest pearl who found it, he sold all he had to buy the land.
In our second reading from the Letter to the Hebrews, we are told that the word of God is living and effective this means that it is always applicable to every generation in the world. It is never ancient or out of style. The word of God is living because in its application you do not have to change it to adapt to new situation. Instead, it will give meaning to the and fit all situation God constantly invites us to strengthen our faith by acquiring His wisdom from His word, which enables us to persevere in our love for Him. Word of God is also sharper than two-edged sword. A two-edged sword could be used to defend and as an offensive weapon. The wisdom of the word of God Can be used to defend our faith or to teach our faith.
Like the disciples escaping to Emmaus, Jesus used the word of God to explain Scripture to them about what applies to the Him in the Old Testament and their hearts were burning in them as they assimilate His explanation. It also means their hearts were filled with joy at their understanding. The word of God as sharper than two-edged sword can penetrate our heart and reveal our desire to know God and have friendship with Him. Through daily prayers we can ask God to reveal to us our shortcomings so that through prudence, we can discern our true good in every circumstance and to choose the right means so that our heart will receive the wisdom of God and hold on to it.
In our Gospel reading we have the beautiful story about how we need wisdom to discern what is important to God as we journey towards Him. In this story, we have the young rich man who had prudence to know that he needed to know God more deeply to attain his salvation. This young man had the gift of prudence to recognize that Jesus is the Son of God. We know this because he ran to Jesus and knelt to ask Jesus a question. Well, you do not run to a man and kneel except you recognize him as God. On asking his question by calling Jesus Good teacher. To ascertain if he knew what he just did, Jesus asked him “Why do you call me good?” “No one is good but God alone.”
Jesus did not tell him to proclaim Him as my Lord and savior. Instead, He told him about the 10 commandments backwards from killing to the 4th commandment of honor your father and mother. The young man excitedly said, he had observed all these from his youth. St. Mark told us that Jesus looked at him lovingly. Then Jesus told him about what he lacked and asked him the question that are about God or the first 3 commandments. Jesus asked him, do you love me with your whole heart, your whole mind and your whole strength by asking him to give up all his riches to follow Jesus. Well, to the young man, Jesus was asking too much of him. He loved his money more than he loved God.
The young man left sad. He did not want to lose his money for his salvation. Then Jesus taught His disciples a hard lesson about money. He told them. How hard it would be for a Richman to get to heaven. The young man wanted to do or obey some but not all of the commandments to get to heaven. How Lord told him he must obey all the commandments. We can only get to heaven if we obey all that God ask us to do. We cannot do what we think is minimum. We can contrast the rich young man to what Peter said about leaving everything to follow Jesus and Jesus’s response to what those who give up everything to follow Him. Peter used wisdom of God correctly to follow Jesus while the young man could not follow Jesus when Jesus told him to follow Him.
As we come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, with awe and reverence, for more of His gift of prudence and wisdom.
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