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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10
 	    “Choose the Greatest Commandment.” 	
All our readings point us to one word, ’ love”. When we have genuine love for God and for each other, we will fulfill the greatest commandment of all, the commandments, love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind. This is what the Lord our God asks of us, to hold Him in awe, to love Him and serve Him with all our heart and soul. He is asking us to give back some part of what He gave us to show Him that we know Him as the giver of all good things. To fear him, and to love and serve him with all our heart and soul. Should we respond accordingly, we will receive more grace from Him.
In the Catechism of the Catholic Church., Jesus makes charity (Love) the new commandment. By loving His own “to the end,” He makes manifest the Father’s love which He receives. By loving one another, the disciples Imitate the love of Jesus which they themselves receive. Whence Jesus says: “As the Father has loved Me so have, I loved you; abide in my love.” And again “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. CCC 1823. In this paragraph of the CCC, Jesus makes love the most essential part of our life. All the other commandments revolve around love. Without love, we will have no part in His life.
As we heard in the past, love which is charity, is a theological virtue which leads us to love God above all things for His own sake and our neighbor as ourselves for the love of God. When we love God with our whole heart, soul, mind, and strength, we will have peace that surpass all understanding. We will desire nothing else expect to see the face of God. As St. Philip said to Jesus, “Master, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us.” So will it be for us when we get to heaven. When we see the Father, nothing else will matter to us, we will be at peace and our joy will be complete.
In our first reading from the Book of Deuteronomy, we heard Moses tell the Israelites a message from God that they must have the fear of the Lord. By observing God’s statutes and commandments and God will not see them as wayward children and wipe them off the face of the earth before their time.  The commandment is that “you shall love the LORD, your God, with your whole heart, and with your whole being, and with your whole strength”. This means, they should love only their Lord and God even until they take their last breath or die. He enjoined them to memorize the law and teach it to their children and grandchildren as well.
This tells them that love is the only law we should live by. It must be the center of our lives. Without love of God and our neighbor, we will not be able to see God or be in His company. We will separate ourselves from Him by wrongly using our free will to sin and choose other gods such as money and power and other vices. We are told that there is only one God and no other God. He is the only one who deserves our worship and time. If we do this, and have no other god, we will live for a long time and we will have lineage for many generations that will enjoy the love of God. 
In our second reading, from the Letter to the Hebrews, we are given the example of perfect love by our Lord Jesus Christ who laid down His life for us on the cross. He suffered for our sins and went through humiliation because of His love for us. In His humanity, Jesus showed us how to love one another by having selfless love. He divorced Himself from everything He wanted to die for us and obey the will of His Father. All He was focused on was His desire that one day we will become His brothers and sisters and enjoy eternity with Him and He was willing to do anything to achieve that end. Now by the choice of our free will, we will become children of God. As He said, “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 
In our Gospel reading, we see a continuity between our first reading and the Gospel. In answering the Scribes’ question, about which is the Greatest Commandment, Jesus did not reinvent the wheel. He went back to our first reading and expounded on it. This tells us that the giver of the first is the giver of the second. The giver of both is God. We again have the teaching of Jesus about the greatest commandment. Jesus said the greatest commandment is to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength and to love our neighbor as ourselves and there is no greater commandment greater than these.
The question we should ask is, what does JOY stand for in the context of our Scripture reading today? By putting “J” Jesus first, “O” Others second and “Y” Yourself last, we will have the greatest joy, and we will move closer to the joy Jesus promised we will have in heaven. However, before the time of Jesus the Jews thought salvation belongs to Jews alone. Therefore, their neighbor were other Jews. Jesus came to expand on this error by telling the story of the good Samaritan. A man was left for dead on the side of the road, a priest saw him and went the other way, likewise a Levite did the same. It was a Samaritan who helped the man. 
Jesus asked the Scribe or schola of the law, who asked Him who is my neighbor, “which of these three, in your opinion, was neighbor to the robbers’ victim?” He answered, “The one who treated him with mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” Coincidentally, the question the Scribe first asked was about the greatest commandment. 
As we come to receive Jesus in the most Holy Eucharist, with awe and reverence let us ask Him to give us more grace to love one another.
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