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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10
.
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All our readings point us to the sin of pride. Pride led to the downfall of humanity. Our first parents Adam and Eve wanted to be like God just as the devil who tricked them into thinking like he did which led to his banishment from heaven. Since the fall, humanity has been plagued by pride. We have forgotten the true God who created us and gave us the freedom to choose or reject Him. Desiring that we will choose only Him. We will choose Him when we are freed from hidden faults in our hearts, and we will not sin through pride. It is when we are filled with His glorious light of His eternal love that our hearts will be wrapped in His magnificence of His love. 
Like us, we are surrounded on earth by passing things so let us set our hearts on things of heaven. So that through faith, hope, and love, we may come to enjoy the glory of God in heaven. God has given us the grace to be humble and kick pride out the door. Pride in self, only add to our insecurity as fully children of God. It is an indication that we are missing something in our lives. It is a symptom of lacking confidence in ourselves or the knowledge that we are children of God who is our backbone. Once we have Him, we lack nothing. We need not boast about ourselves but rejoice and boast about our Father in heaven. 
Our prayers must rise with humility to Jesus Christ who is the mediator between God and humanity. The wise must not boast of their wisdom, nor the strong of their strength, nor the rich of their riches. Boasting of God is perfect and complete when we take no pride in our own righteousness but with humility acknowledge that we are utterly lacking in true righteousness and have been made righteous only by our faith in Christ. In the end, Human pride leads to humiliation. When we understand where our salvation comes from, we will understand that we are the lamp of Christ, and we should take care that our lamp would not be blown out by pride.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches us how to fight against pride. It says “The education of the conscience is a lifelong task. From the earliest year, it awakens the child to the knowledge and practice of the interior law recognized by conscience. Prudent education teaches virtue, it prevents or cures fear, selfishness and pride… The education of conscience guarantees freedom and engenders peace of heart” (CCC 1784). This means we must have a well-formed conscience, which leads us to swallow our pride and let humility reign in our hearts. When we are humble, we will have peace in our heart.
Prophets are the voice of God. From our first reading, Ezekiel is the voice, but the Lord is the Word who was in the beginning. Ezekiel is the voice that lasts for a time; from the beginning Christ is the Word who lives forever. When we take away the word, and the meaning, then what is the voice? Where there is no understanding, there is only meaningless sound. The voice without the word strikes the ear but does not build up the heart. God through the Prophet sent a warning to the house of Israel whom He called rebellious. Their rebellion against God’s word is like what Satan did when he was kicked like a football out of heaven. 
As God spoke to Ezekiel, the spirit entered him. He could fill the spirit working in him. Man cannot bear the direct speech of God. The spirit acted as an intermediary. God warned Ezekiel that the pride of the Israelites will not allow them to listen to the message God wanted them to hear. They wanted to do their own thing. God told Ezekiel to talk to them anyway, whether they accept or reject his message, God said, they will know that God had sent a prophet to tell them to repent from their prideful and evil ways. God does not want the death of sinners, but their repentance and obedience to His will.
Today, we have the same problems the Israelites had in their time. We still have people who will not listen to the Gospel of Jesus or false prophets who are interpreting the Gospel according to their own knowledge and not according to the Church Jesus started and built upon the Apostles. They forget that the Bible while it is enough for us to know what God wants us to know about Him, they do not have what was not written that would help them to interpret the Gospel correctly. In the Old Testament, the Jews have the Torah and the Oral Tradition that they follow. A reporter only writes about what is important but does not write everything verbatim.
In our second reading, from the second letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians, we heard St. Paul open up about his personal suffering to the Corinthians. He said God allowed Satan to torment him and He asked the Lord to relief him of this torment. But the Lord told him that having the grace of God should be sufficient for Paul that God has given him enough grace to withstand his torment. That God gives us thorns in our lives to keep us humble so we will not be prideful. We must remember that it was pride that led Satan to fall from grace and that without God we can do nothing. Instead of being prideful, Paul said he boasts about his weaknesses.
So, we must remember this passage when we are going through trials and tribulations, that God allows suffering and pain in our lives to keep us humble. Paul who was zealously doing the will of God still had to suffer for his own God and we too should cheerfully bear our own sufferings in life knowing that God allowed them to happen to us for our own good. It is never good for us to complain to God when we are going through trials and tribulations. There are examples of this lessons throughout the Bible. We can think of Job, or the apostles suffering in the storm thinking they were going to perish. Let us know that God who loves us will never allow us to be overwhelmed. 
In our Gospel reading just as in our first reading, we found out that Jesus was rejected by His own people. There is nothing more painful than to be rejected by your own people who should support you. Why did they do that instead of being prideful like Paul in the power of God? Instead of seeing Jesus their own native Brother doing mighty deeds and full of God’s wisdom that could only come from God, which they should admire in Him and aspire or imitate about Him, their pride in knowing Him as the carpenter did not let them see beyond the tip of their nose and rejoice in the power of God working in Him. 
It is sad in our world today to see or hear people talk about Jesus as a nice man who said nice ideas and deny that He performed any miracles but at the same time, they say their Christians. We have people who say they are doing the work of God by performing and supporting abortion. We do not have to look too far to find people in the Protestant world and even some Catholics who would say love of wealth, fornication, adultery, same sex union are ordained by God. They twist the word of God to suit their own purpose. They forget about the suffering of Paul who embraced and accepted the pain that comes with them for the greater glory that would come in heaven. My brethren, let us follow Christ to the end and not look for effortless ways out of problems.
As we come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, with awe and reverence, let us ask him for more grace to reject pride and accept His grace.
