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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10
.
	    “Death” 	
Everybody wants to go to heaven, but nobody wants to die, that is a common saying in our world today. All our readings point us to death.  “The reason why Christ died for sins once for all, the just man for the sake of the unjust, was that he might lead you to God. He was put to death insofar as fleshly existence goes, but was given life in the realm of the spirit. He went to heaven and is at God’s right hand, with angelic rulers and powers subjected to him” (1 Peter 3:18, 22). Our Lord overcame the sting of death, and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. So, let us ask the Redeemer of the world, to give us a greater share of His passion through a deeper spirit of repentance, so that we may share the glory of His resurrection.
When Jesus was in the world, He bored countless sufferings and by His own passion and death founded His Church. Now, He gives her increase through the sufferings of His faithful. According to His promise, no matter how fiercely the powers of this world or the devil oppress and oppose His Church, they will never prevail against her. He appointed Peter has the visible head of His Church. All along during His ministry He had indicated Peter as the Prime minister of His Church. Ever since His ascension and from the time of the apostles to the present, the Lord Jesus has made His Church grow, even in the midst of trials and tribulations. 
There are two types of deaths. One, is the earthly death when we live this world to go to be with God for our personal judgement which determines where we are going to spend eternity. On the other hand, the second death is when we lose eternal life and end up in eternal death. As the saying goes the way we make our bed, is the way we lay on it. If while on earth we follow the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ, we will enter the joy of our heavenly Father. However if we do not, do His will, we will end up with the devil and is fallen angels. It is our choice to walk in the way of Christ or choose to ignore His way and choose our own way.
Both deaths are described according to the Catechism of the Catholic Church as “Each man receives eternal retribution in his immortal soul at the very moment of his death, in a particular judgment that refers his life to Christ: either entrance into blessedness of heaven—through a purification (Purgatory), or immediately,-or immediate and everlasting damnation (1022). Both deaths comprises of one, earthly death that everyone has to go through and the other death is for those who are damned who will never see the face of God. This second death is what we all want to avoid. That is why we are here to know God’s ways so we can follow Him.
In our 1st reading, we heard from the Book of wisdom that God did not create death and He does not rejoice at the death of the living. We can notice an example of this in the New Testament when Jesus cried at the death of Lazarus even though He knew He was going to bring him back to life in this world. But just because Lazarus had died, Jesus was troubled and cried over the death of His friend. However, our Lord rises above the sunset because from that very place, His tomb where He slept in death, he rose again and manifested a greater glory. He rises above the sunset because in his resurrection he trampled underfoot the death which he endured.
At creation, God created everything to be good and last forever, however out of the jealousy of the devil, the devil brought sin and death into the world so he could entice some of us to die spiritual death with him. He brought death into the world by deceiving our fist parents Adam and Eve to eat the fruit of the forbidden tree. He is also the father of lies because with his lies, he can make a rotten apple look like gold. He can call what is white black and some people will believe him and end up where there is pain, suffering and gnashing of teeth. Wisdom told us that the devil created all the destructive drugs that we see, or hear people use in our present world.
In our second reading from St Paul’s 2nd letter to the Corinthians, we heard an inference to death in our passage. St. Paul after exalting the Corinthians told them to imitate Christ in His gracious act. He gave up much in heaven so He could come and liberate us from the imprisonment the devil uses through sin and death. Paul said, even though, the Corinthians had faith, they could debate from morning till nighttime, and they had knowledge of things, he asked them to also have the generous act of Christ who came to share His Sonship with us giving up much so we can have more. Paul was asked for collection for the church in Jerusalem. 
 Paul was asking the churches in Corinth to share in there abundance now so that in the future, the church in Jerusalem might also share in their abundance so that some people will not death by starvation or their basic needs would be met. We all know that without food, death will occur. Paul wants them to be charitable to their brethren even though they were not in the same city but they are of one faith. This is why this is still being continued up until now, when we make collect for the churches in Jerusalem. By doing this, they will be imitating Christ and following in His way. Paul was asking them to also imitate the early Church in Jerusalem when everyone shared.
In our Gospel reading, we heard about the typical trade mark of St. Mark. In his Gospel, he will start with a story and sandwich a new story in the middle of his first story. It is like making peanut butter and jelly sandwich. Mark first started with the story of Jairus’ daughter and then infused the healing of a woman in between the bread slices. Jarius came to Jesus asking for his daughter to be cured by Jesus. Jesus accepted and was going to Jairus’ house with him when a woman afflicted with hemorrhages for twelve years made a bold move by faith to touch Jesus’ garment believing that she would be healed. She was cured and Jesus asked the crowd pressing on Him, "Who has touched my clothes?"
Some people came from Jarius’ house and told the official that his daughter was died. Jesus told him not to worry but to have faith. On arriving at the house, Jesus found people weeping and wailing. Not knowing the power of God, they ridiculed Jesus when He said the child was not dead but sleeping. Jesus put them out and taking only the parents, Peter, James, and John with Him, He went in to cure the 12 year old little girl. Jesus took her hand and commanded her to arise from the dead. She rose and started walking around.
In both these stories, we found that by having faith in Jesus, sickness and death will have no power over us. Through faith, the woman touched Jesus’ clothes and she was healed. She was not only healed physical but was also spiritually healed through her faith in Jesus. All her disappointment at the hands of doctors who took all her money were old stories. The same should go for us. By trusting in God, we will be healed physically and spiritually. Jarius too had faith in Jesus and his daughter was raised from the dead.  God created us to have eternal life. After death came into the world, Jesus out of love for us, came and restored us to eternal life on one condition that we love Him back by obeying His commandments.
As we come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, with awe and reverence, let us tell Him that we trust in Him for more faith and trust in Him.
