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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10
    “Divine Mercy Sunday” 
The biggest feast we have in the Church is Easter which lasts for 8 days. Today is the Octave of Easter or, the day our Lord opened the gate to heaven for us. For Jews, big feasts are celebrated for 8 days. 8 for the Jews means eternity. While for the Jews, 7 refers to biblical “Time” or “Creation.” Our Lord told St. Faustina that Divine Mercy Sunday should be celebrated on the 8th day after Easter. Divine mercy means loving the unlovable, forgiving the unforgivable. We humans are the unlovable and unforgivable. That is why God sent down His only begotten Son to suffer and die for us so we can receive God’s mercy and become lovable and forgivable again.
Easter is when Jesus comes for His bride the Church. We the Church, are His beloved bride. When we come to receive the Eucharist, and we proceed to receive the Eucharist, we are making our wedding march. It is just like in a wedding, the bride walks down the aisle with her dad bringing her down to meet her groom. In front of them is the groom waiting for his bride, so it is with us and Jesus. The father of the bride is the Church, Just as the parents raised the daughter, so does the Church prepares us for the wedding. We are the bride. Jesus is the groom waiting for us to come to Him so we could be His bride.
On receiving the Eucharist, we become one with Jesus, He enters into us. We are in Him and He is in us. In order for Jesus to take us home for eternity, to meet His Father and His mother, on the wedding day which is the 8th day, which is also eternity, we must be pure with no blemish. We must be spotless without a sin on our wedding garment which is our mortal soul. However if we do have sin on our soul, which leads to eternal death, we must be purified by going through purification or punishment. This purification is similar to going to confession. Though we are forgiven of our sin if we have a valid confession. To be pure and spotless, Jesus chose St Mary Faustina Kowalska to be His apostle of Divine Mercy let her remind us of His message. 
St Mary Faustina Kowalska was born on 25 August 1905 in Glogowiec, Poland, to a poor, religious family of peasants, the third of 10 children. At a young age, she stood out because of her love of prayer, work, obedience and her sensitivity to the poor. She was filled with extraordinary gifts, such as revelations, visions, hidden stigmata, participation in the Passion of the Lord, bilocation, the reading of human souls, prophecy and the rare gift of mystical espousal and marriage, these gifts, helped her to know the mystery of God's mercy and have attitude of childlike trust in God and of mercy towards her neighbor. She had strong love of the Eucharist and a deep devotion to the Mother of Mercy.
Through St. Faustina, our Lord Jesus the Christ, sent messages to the world about His mercy which triumph’s over judgment. In one of Jesus’ messages to us in paragraph 699, Jesus said “tell the whole world about my inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that day the very depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of grace upon those souls who approach the Fount of My Mercy. The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness, of sin and punishment…” 
From the beginning of God’s revelation to us in the Old Testament to the New Testament, we see the footprint of God’s mercy at work in the history of humanity. We hear about His promise of mercy in every generation cumulating in the Passion, Death, and Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. With the revelation and call to St. Faustina in 1931 to paint and image with the words, “Jesus I trust in you.” Trust is a word that requires action. It is not just trust but obeying every word of command that comes from Him. Trusting in God leads to peace. God showed us in many ways that for us to receive His peace, we need to overcome fear of the unknown by trusting in His mercy.
While Jesus appeared to His disciples He also offered them the gift of His peace, which vanquishes doubt, and also strengthen our faith in God. His peace also gave His disciples fortitude, courage to boldly stand their ground and confidently bear witness of their faith in Jesus as they confess Him as Christ the Son of God. CCC 1816. Jesus also gave them the power to continue His healing work both physically and spiritually and bring about peace in the world by forgiving sins, “… He breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained” (Jn 20:22-23). 
In our first reading from the Acts of the Apostles or the actions of the Apostles, we heard about how the community of believers of the Gospel of Jesus, followed the teachings of the apostles. They lived as the perfect community that Jesus intended us to be. Though they had their growing pains, they lived in peace and love as true brothers and sisters. They lived with one heart and mind sharing their processions and had all things in common. God satisfied them with all their needs. They were excellent witnesses to the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. All their practices, led them to be outcasts and enemies of the authorities.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In our second reading from 1 John chapter 5, we heard about how love is what connects us to God and our neighbor. St. John tells us that we know we love God when we keep His commandments of love. Love of God and love of neighbor will keep peace of God in the world. We will all live in peace and harmony. Can you imagine a world where all the commandments of God are obeyed by everyone? That world would be fruitful and peaceful. There will be no murder, no stealing, and all the other parts of the 10 commandments would be obeyed and that world, would exist like a well-oiled machine with all parts working in harmony.
As we come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, let us ask Him for more grace to always show mercy and love to our neighbors so we could become children of God.
  





 
