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Today is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep; for today is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength! Nehemiah 8:9, 10

	    “Doing the Will of God” 	
One thing that will get us closer to God is to do His will. Doing the will of God is simple and rewarding but it is not something our human nature wants to do. We would rather do what is momentarily pleasing to us, than what is eternally pleasing to God. Doing our own will, will only lead to disaster for those who fail to follow the commands of God. They close the door of their heart to the gift of divine graces God had prepared for them. These divine graces elevate one from the lowest point to the highest summit which leads to greater holiness God desires all of us to have. All these graces are the handy work of God which God has opened to us through the power of His Word. 
When we surrender our senses and will to God, and allow Him to lead us, our heart will sower above the clouds that cloudy our minds and lives which leads us in the wrong direction on earth away from God and His sanctifying graces. We need to enter into the deep hidden place of our heart so that we may be purified spiritually and cleansed from our sins. God places more value on our good will in all we do than on our empty words themselves. Our good will implies that we are doing the will of God. Therefore, we are to give ourselves to God in the works of contemplation or whether we love our neighbor with the love of God by doing good works will give us joy in our heart. 
When we fear God in the right way, because He is God, we will want to please Him because we love Him and since He wants us to love our neighbor, we will be compelled to do what pleases them and treat them the way we want to be treated. We do all these things because the love of Christ urges us on. His Spirit gives us the grace to do His will by obeying His commandments of love. When we fall short of doing His will, if we return to Him, a spiritual purification is accomplished not in a man-made temple but in the temple of our heart because our Lord Jesus Christ will freely enter the inner recess of our heart through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Every work which moves us closer to God is a holy fellowship with Him and it is a true sacrifice. St. Paul in Roman 12:1-2 The Apostle urges us to present our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God, and as our spiritual worship, and not to follow the pattern of this world but to be transformed by the renewal of our minds and hearts, so that we may discern what is the will of God, what is good and pleasing and perfect, the total sacrifice that is, ourselves. In short, we are to die to self. However, our sacrifice must be made out of love for God or else it will not be a sacrifice pleasing to God.
In our first reading from Genesis, we found out the consequence of disobeying the will of God. God created Adam and Eve to be holy which means, they would obey the commandments of God. However, the ancient serpent tricked Eve who was not told directly by God not to eat the fruit of knowledge and evil. She in turn asked Adam to eat the fruit too. The first thing that happened was, now, they knew they were naked. However, our merciful God who knew what they had done, came in search of them and asked Adam where he was. Adam’s response to God of being naked made God tell Adam that he must have eaten from the forbidden tree. 
This tells us that God wants us to confess our sins to Him, though He already knows everything. Just as a just judge, God rendered just punishment to all involved starting with the deceiver the serpent and ending with Adam. This tells us that God is impartial in judging everyone. God did not say, because the serpent was the cause of the disobedience of Adam and Eve, they will have a pass. Instead, God punished them for not doing His will. The same thing will happen to us at our judgement. We will not be able to blame anyone for our sins. God will say we knew His will and with our free will, we chose to disobey His commandments. 
In St. Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians. Corinth was rebuilt by Julius Caesar in 44 BC. It was a metropolitan City where the seat of the Roman proconsul or Governor was. The city had 2 Ports As usual with big Cities, there was corruption and loose living in the city. St. Paul on his second journey establish a community of Christians there with the help of Silas and Timothy. About 2 years later, some Jewish Christians from Palestine whom Paul called “false apostles” arrived there and started causing trouble. This prompted Paul to write his first letter. The group twisted his words in his letter accusing him of being all talk, ambitious, and irresponsible, leading to his second letter.
In his second letter, Paul wrote about his faith and believe in the resurrection that will include the Corinthians. He said all things are for the immediate salvation of those who come to faith and for ultimately glory of God. He told the Corinthians that yes, their physical body is growing old, but the inner self grows daily because by doing the will of God. They are growing in knowing Christ and becoming more like Him. They are not discouraged because compared to eternal life, the problems of this world are nothing. So, they look forward to heaven rather than to what they could see now. He compared our earthly body to a tent while our resurrected body would be glorious.
In our Gospel reading from St. Mark, we heard about two major teachings of Jesus. The first is He taught about blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, a sin that will never be forgiven. The second is, He extended the definition of His family to include everyone who do the will of God. In the first, after Jesus had prayed and chosen His Apostles, and started to cure and heal those who were sick and possessed by demons. The enemy in the form of the Scribes came and attacked Him by telling the people that Jesus was possessed by Beelzebul meaning, “lord of the dwelling” or “baal the prince.” and that by the prince of demons was He driving out demons.  
The Scribes knew that Jesus was doing these mighty deeds by a higher power and that only a higher power could do what He is doing, or else Satan will be destroying his own empire. Deductively, it must mean that Jesus Christ must be doing His works by the power of God and specifically, by the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus then talked about sin and blasphemy against the Holy Spirit because whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, would not be forgiven. He implies that the Holy Spirit unites those who are cleansed just like those of whom it is written in the Acts of the Apostles (4:32), ‘The community of believers was of one heart and mind.” 
There are actually four unforgiveable sins against the Holy Spirit: 1) Despair concerning the possibility of salvation.  2) Presumption of God’s mercy and forgiveness. 3) Denial of the truths of faith. 4) Final impenitence and refusal to turn to God.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Then, Jesus after His family wanted to kidnap Him, He told everyone that His brothers and sisters and mother are those who do the will of God, of which His mother, (a creature) is a prime example of those who do the will of God. In the Jewish culture, families are very important. Families eat together and always connect with each other in family affairs. So Jesus used this concept to have His followers, judge their relationship with each other, in light of them doing His Father’s will, who desires as Jesus prayed in John 17 that His Apostles and everyone who believes in Him through the Apostles words would be one so that the whole world would know the Father sent Him.
As we come to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, with awe and reverence, let us ask Him for the grace not to knowingly or unknowingly blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.
