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The LEHIGH VALLEY PLANNING COMMISSION (LVPC) and the LEHIGH 
VALLEY TRANSPORTATION STUDY (LVTS) (MPO) is committed to compliance 
with nondiscrimination requirements of civil rights statutes, executive orders, 
regulations and policies applicable to the programs and activities it administers. 
Accordingly, LVTS is dedicated to ensuring that program beneficiaries receive 
public participation opportunities without regard to race, color, national origin, 
religious creed, sex, age, disability or economic status. LVPC’s website, www.
lvpc.org, may be translated into multiple languages. Publications and other public 
documents can be made available in non-English languages and alternative 
formats, if requested. Meeting facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities 
and the location is reachable by public transit. The MPO will provide auxiliary 
services for individuals with language, speech, sight or hearing impediments 
provided the request for assistance is made four days prior to the meeting. The 
MPO will attempt to satisfy other requests, as it is able. 

Please make your request for auxiliary services to Hannah Milagio, Regional 
Planner for Community Engagement at planning@lvpc.org 610-264-4544. 
If you believe you have been denied participation opportunities or otherwise 
discriminated against in relation to the programs or activities administered by the 
MPO, you may file a complaint using the procedures provided in our complaint 
process document at www.lvpc.org or by contacting planning@lvpc.org or  
610-264-4544.  

The preparation of this report has been financed in part through grants from 
the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) and the Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation (PennDOT). The contents of this report reflect 
the views of the authors, who are responsible for the facts and accuracy 
of the data presented herein. The contents do not necessarily reflect the 
official policies of either the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT), 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA) or the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania at the time of publication. 
This report does not constitute a standard, specification or regulation. 
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The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is the Lehigh Valley’s  
four-year plan to maintain and enhance the transportation system in Lehigh 
and Northampton counties. It is updated every two years, and this update 
is just one part of an overall plan to create a seamless network where 
roads, bridges, trails, sidewalks, technology and transit connect every-
one to every place. The TIP is critical to the economic and social future 
of the region, targeting infrastructure investments that support a vibrant,  
inclusive, resilient and growing Lehigh Valley.

The TIP and the overall plan are administered by the Lehigh Valley  
Transportation Study (LVTS), the federally designated Metropolitan  
Planning Organization (MPO) for Lehigh and Nor thamp-
ton counties. As the Metropolitan Planning Organization, the 
LVTS completes and implements two major foundational plan-
ning products, along with additional plans, studies and reports.  
 
All of this work is done with the input of local officials, transportation  
agencies and the public. This is achieved through collaboration and meet-
ings of the LVTS Technical and Coordinating Committees.

INTRODUCTION
The planning products are: 
 
The Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) 
FutureLV: The Regional Plan 

FutureLV sets the vision and direction to carry the Lehigh Valley to 2050 
and beyond. It provides a blueprint for managing future growth, making 
the most of our assets and creating a Lehigh Valley where everyone 
has access to health, opportunity and a livable neighborhood. A key  
component of FutureLV maps out a 25-year plan to maintain and 
enhance the transportation network. This 25-year plan is the result of the  
Transportation Needs Assessment community engagement campaign, 
which included 30 public meetings around the region and more than 1,000 
responses to a survey on transportation policy priorities.

The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)

The TIP covers the most current four-year period of the Long-Range 
Transportation Plan and is the means by which funds are allocated to 
agency partners including PennDOT, Lehigh and Northampton Trans-
portation Authority, Lehigh Northampton Airport Authority, counties and  
municipalities, responsible for completing regional transportation proj-
ects. As part of implementing these plans, the LVTS is responsible for  
developing and updating the TIP to meet federal planning requirements 
and address local needs.

“The TIP is the fiscally constrained, high priority list for a four-year 
program of Highway, Bridge, Transit and Multimodal projects, all 
proposed to be implemented with federal dollars.”

2027-2030 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 1



2 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM | 2025-2028

Fiscal Constraint
The Transportation Improvement Program for the Lehigh Valley is funded 
with federal, state and local money, and the amount is based on financial 
guidance provided by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation. For 
the 2027-2030 TIP, that guidance allocated $525,532,045 to the region. In 
addition to that regional allocation, the Lehigh Valley also receives state 
and federal money that includes grant funding. For this TIP, that amounts 
to another $19,076,908, for a total TIP value of $544,608,953.

Roughly 80% of TIP funding comes through the U.S. Department 
of Transportation (USDOT) with the remaining 20% coming from  
local sources. The amount the Lehigh Valley gets is primarily set by  
PennDOT and USDOT based on population, vehicle miles traveled and 
need among other federally designated factors such as Performance 
Based Planning and Transportation Performance Management (TPM). 

Through these methods and the use of measures, MPOs monitor the 
achievement of goals for safety, infrastructure condition, congestion  
reduction, system reliability, freight movement, economic vitality,  
environmental justice and sustainability. Once the amount is set, the LVTS 
works to develop a program designed to serve the region’s needs, while 
following the policies of FutureLV and federal regulatory requirements.

The need is always greater than the money available and the TIP, by  
federal law, can only budget money that is reasonably expected to come to 
the region. The TIP is regulated under the United States Code 49 U.S.C. 
5303(j) and authorized under the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
(IIJA).

In addition to the budget provided by the 2027 Pennsylvania Financial 
Guidance for the Lehigh Valley, additional financial resources have been 
received within the 2027-2030 TIP. The source of these additional funds 
can be from reallocation of resources across the Commonwealth to adjust 
projects that are progressing faster, slower, paused or have come in under 
initial programmed budgets for the phases of work.  Additional funding can 
also be achieved for projects come through various competitive grants and 
discretionary funding for projects that have been awarded or designated 
to a specific project. 

These additional funds require regulatory reporting which can be achieved 
through TIP monitoring and reporting. There are also certain projects 
and programs managed at the state level such as the Interstate Highway  
Program for projects that are funded by the state that are also monitored 
and reported on by the Lehigh Valley Transportation Study.
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How is the Budget Created? 
Through congressional adaption of the Infastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act and any subsequent laws, dollars are allocated to states and regions.  
 
The budget starts when the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) 
determines how much transportation money each state and region will 
receive, and each state is required to provide a roughly 20% match. Based 
on that, representatives from Pennsylvania MPOs and Rural Planning 
Organizations (RPOs), join representatives from the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) and PennDOT to form the Financial Guidance 
Work Group. 

The Work Group meets for nearly a year to agree on the funding formulas 
that dictate what money goes to each MPO and RPO. Based on federal 
guidelines, the money is allocated to a long list of project types -- such 
as roads, bridges, carbon reduction, transit, multimodal -- and the money 
must be spent in its assigned type. Bridge money, for example, cannot be 
spent on roads.

•	 Updates to data, including the Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT), Lane Miles, 
Truck VMT, National Highway System Bridge and Pavement Asset  
Management Factor (AMF), Bridge Deck Area and Vehicle  
Registration.

•	 Existing formulas with updated data are retained from the 2025  
Financial Guidance. 

•	 The PROTECT program will continue to be administered as a  
statewide program.

•	 State Highway and Bridge Funds reflect estimated revenues to the 
Motor License Fund.

•	 State Transit funding is based on estimated revenues to the Public 
Transportation Trust Fund.

•	 The Statewide Program will continue to cover 50% of the costs of 
the Rapid Bridge Replacement (RBR) program with the remaining 
50% coming from each region’s percent share of RBR associated 
deck area. The source of the regional share is split evenly between 
state bridge funding and state highway (capital) funding. These funds 
are deducted from each region’s distribution and are reserved in a  
separate item for the Statewide Program.

•	 Anticipated available federal highway, bridge and transit funds will 
reflect 2026 Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) authorized 
amounts for each year of the 12-Year Program.

Funds in each category will be spent in a cooperative, long-term,  
statewide, and needs-based manner that is responsive to identified issues and  
priorities and coordinated with other agencies and initiatives. When  
developing the 2027 Program Update, the Financial Guidance Work Group 
agreed upon the following:

2027-2030 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 3
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The distribution of federal funds is determined through formu-
las and policy decisions established during meetings of the Penn-
sylvania Department of Transportation’s Financial Guidance 
Work Group. In addition to funding allocated based on decisions 
of the Work Group, the following programs are also distributed.  
 
The National Highway Performance Program (NHPP) 

•	 The Interstate Management Program will continue to be managed on 
a statewide basis with the programming of funds occurring centrally 
by the Department of Transportation in accordance with the Trans-
portation Asset 2 Management Plan (TAMP) and Performance Based 
Planning and Programming. Approximately $150 million statewide of 
available NHPP funds were set-aside for the Interstate Management 
Program in the first year of the 2021 Program. An additional $50 million 
statewide is provided for Interstates in each subsequent year until a 
total of $1 billion is realized in 2028. 

•	 Twenty percent of the balance of NHPP funds remaining after these 
additional funds for the Interstate System are set-aside will be held 
in a statewide reserve to advance projects on the National Highway 
System (NHS) in accordance with the TAMP and performance man-
agement principles. 

•	 An average of $8.6 million per year statewide will be reserved for state 
and Local Bridge Inspection. 

Remaining funds will be distributed among planning regions for bridges 
and highways on the NHS. 
 
Surface Transportation Block Grant Program-Urban (STU)  
Funding is allocated to each MPO with a population greater than 
200,000, based on the 2020 Census. 
 
Surface Transportation Block Grant Program-Urban (STU)  
Funding is allocated to each MPO with a population 
greater than 200,000, based on the 2020 Census.

Off System Bridges (BOF)  
Funding for minor collector and local functional class bridges off the 
National Highway System and over 20 feet in length. State and locally 
owned bridges are eligible. 
 
Bridge Formula Investment Program (BRIP)  
Funding for the replacement, rehabilitation, preservation, protection 
or construction of bridges over 20’ in length. Funds are distributed to 
MPOs, RPOs and the Interstate Program based upon deck area of 
non-NHS Bridges, deck area of NHS bridges, and bridge Asset Man-
agement Factor.  
 
Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) 

•	 Funding for projects designed to improve safety. A $500,000 base 
amount of funding is distributed to all MPOs and RPOs to address 
systemic safety projects. 

•	 $50 million in funding for this program will be reserved statewide for 
priority safety initiatives. 

•	 The remaining funding is allocated to MPOs and RPOs based on a 
39:1 crash severity weighting for all reportable crashes.

Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) 

•	 In accordance with agreements reached in conjunction with Penn-
sylvania Act 3 of 1997, $25 million is reserved each year in federal 
funds to flex to transit statewide. CMAQ funding will comprise more 
than $23 million of this reservation. Remaining funds will be from the 
STP category. 

•	 Remaining funding is distributed to air quality non-attainment and 
maintenance areas according to factors which consider each county’s 
air quality classification and 2020 census data. Previous “insufficient 
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South Bethlehem Greenway Trail to Saucon Rail Trail 
A 0.9-mile gap separates the South Bethlehem Greenway 
from the Saucon Rail Trail, which has prevented an active  
transportation connection between Bethlehem and Hellertown. The 
gap also separates the Lehigh Valley’s regional trail network, the 
LINK, from the Circuit Trails, greater Philadelphia’s trail network.  
 
Due to the gap’s local and regional significance, Pennsylvania  
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (PA DCNR) identified 
it as a top 10 trail gap in the Commonwealth. The connected South Bethlehem  
Greenway and Saucon Rail Trail will provide 13.7 miles of safe and  
accessible trail for all users, to link together parks and open space,  
residential areas and commercial and cultural hubs. This project utilizes 
Transportation Alternatives Set Aside funding

The Hill-to-Hill Bridge Rehabilitation project (Route 378) 
involves the comprehensive rehabilitation of the bridge spanning the 
Lehigh River, Norfolk Southern Railroad, and several city streets in  
Bethlehem, Lehigh County. Construction is scheduled to begin in Fall 
2026, and the project spans approximately 1.35 miles. The work focuses 
on extending the bridge’s service life and ensuring structural safety.

Rehabilitation efforts will include structural repairs and updates to 
meet current safety and design standards. The project will support 
safe and reliable transportation along Route 378 while maintaining  
connectivity for vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians in the region. The  
project is funded through a combination of federal and state programs, 
including National Highway Performance Program (NHPP), Bridge 
Replacement and Improvement Program (BRIP), Surface Transportation 
Program – Urban (STU), State Bonding/Bridge Fund (BOF), and State 
Infrastructure Funding Program (Act 581) funds, reflecting a coordinated 
investment in maintaining this critical infrastructure.

Pictured left to right: Becky Bradley, LVPC, Michael Alkhal, City of Bethlehem,  
J. William Reynolds, City of Bethlehem, Phillips Armstrong, Lehigh County/LVPC, 
LaMont McClure, Northampton County/LVPC, Ryan Meyer, LNAA

2027-2030 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 5
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Railway-Highway Crossings, Section 130 (RRX)  
Funding for railroad crossings and managed on a state-wide basis. Centralized management of this program allows for a formalized project  
selection process and the ability to initiate higher-cost projects.

Carbon Reduction Program Funds (CRP, CRPU)  
Funding for projects designed to reduce carbon emissions. $10 million is set aside for statewide Transportation Systems Management and  
Operations initiatives. Funding is allocated to each MPO with a population over 200,000 based upon the federal formula that utilizes the 2020 Census.

The LANTA Enhanced Bus Service (EBS) is transit that provides fast, frequent 
and comfortable service along a dedicated transit line or corridor, providing 
most of the features of a light rail line without the expensive costs of rail. The 
LANTA EBS increases transportation opportunities for communities through 
the core urban areas of Allentown, Bethlehem and Easton, to shopping and 
employment opportunities in Whitehall Township and emerging jobs centers in 
Trexlertown. EBS also strengthens the local economy by reducing the burden 
of travel time and cost for transit riders, and having transit service nearby can 
increase property values. EBS is supported by the Carbon Reduction Program 
funding through the TIP.

LANTA Enhanced Bus Service 

Surface Transportation Block Grant Program Set-Aside (former Transportation Alternatives Program) (TAP):

The IIJA requires that 59% of the funds are sub-allocated by population and 41% are available to any area of the state. Part of the 59% 
sub-allocated by population is assigned, by federal formula utilizing the 2020 Census, to regions with populations greater than 200,000. 
 
The remaining TAP funds are held in statewide reserve as mandated by regulations that restrict the regional distribution of funds and require a  
statewide competitive process for selection of projects.

Example Project
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•	 Funding for this program will continue to be managed on a statewide 
basis with the programming of funds occurring centrally by PennDOT. 

•	 Centralized management of this program allows for a formalized 
project selection process and the selection of higher cost projects.

•	 Target investment ranges have been developed for each District 
based upon Federal Emergeny Management Agency flood maps 
and historic flooding and slide closure data. Additional information 
on target investment ranges is included in General and Procedural 
Guidance.

Highway (Capital) Funding (581)

•	 State funding that requires 15% to be held in a reserve for use at the 
discretion of the secretary of transportation. 

•	 $25 million per year statewide in State Highway (Capital) funds 
for transportation improvements associated with economic  
development opportunities are reserved for the Transportation  
Infrastructure Investment Fund (TIIF) at the discretion of the  
secretary of the Department of Transportation in consultation with 
the Department of Community and Economic Development and  
governor.

•	 $25 million per year statewide is reserved for transportation  
projects with economic development opportunities at the discretion 
of the secretary of the Department of Transportation in consultation 
with the Department of Community and Economic Development and 
governor.

•	 An average of $45.3 million per year statewide will be reserved for 
state and local bridge inspection, environmental resource agencies, 
and other related statewide line items.

•	 Remaining state highway funds will be distributed based upon the 
regional share of Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT), Truck VMT, and 
lane miles.

State funding for bridges allocated to MPOs and RPOs based upon their 
regional share of the total bridge deck area for state-owned bridges over 
eight feet in length and locally owned bridges over 20 feet in length.

State Bridge Funding (185/183) 

Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient and 
Cost-saving Transportation (PROTECT) formula program 

2027-2030 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 7
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Other TIP funding can come from Discretionary Federal Funds, and those 
can include competitive grants. These funds are awarded and allocated 
through the Federal Discretionary Programs. Previously, the LVPC was 
awarded $21.2 million for a Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sus-
tainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant for the Riverside Drive project in the 
City of Allentown and Whitehall Township. These large awards help bring 
millions of dollars of investment into the Lehigh Valley that were not already 
allocated by state or federal funding sources. 

An additional source of funds can be from reallocation of resources across 
the Commonwealth to adjust projects that are progressing faster, slower, 
paused or have come in under initial programmed budgets for the phases 
of work. There are also certain projects and programs managed at the 
state level such as the Interstate Highway Program for projects that are 
funded from the state that are also monitored and reported on by, but not 
controlled by the LVTS.

Finally, when money is saved on federally funded projects, those savings can 
be redistributed to other projects where it’s needed, in some cases in other 
regions.  Once the budget is known, LVTS begins the detailed project section  
process.

Funds in each category will be spent in a cooperative, long-term, state-
wide, and needs-based manner that is responsive to identified issues and 
priorities and coordinated with other agencies and initiatives.

Data and predictive modeling, from accident and serious injury locations 
to congested corridors and areas of increasing development to evolving 
commuter and freight movements, are some of the over 100 measures 
that are utilized to understand current and changing needs in the trans-
portation system. In addition to these quantitative measures, an open call 
for LRTP projects went out to the public and municipalities requesting 
federally eligible projects between February 27, 2023 and March 27, 2023. 
The transportation needs assessment also utilized 30+ public meetings 
with municipalities as well as more than 1,000 responses to a region-wide 
survey on transportation policy priorities.

The LVTS evaluated, using more than 120 data sets, ranked and selected 
qualified projects that were consistent with federal, state and regional 
requirements and priorities and added qualified projects that could not 
be funded to the unmet needs lists of projects to be considered for future 
funding.  

The 2024-2050 list of Long-Range Transportation Plan projects was 
adopted by LVTS on October 18, 2023 and forwarded to PennDOT and 
USDOT for conformance.

The four-year TIP is a constantly evolving program that changes as proj-
ect costs and schedules adjust. By federal statute, the program is what’s 
known as “fiscally constrained”, which means that the total cost of the 
projects on the TIP cannot exceed the money expected to be received 
by the LVTS. When costs increase for one project, the money often must 
come from another, just as savings on a particular project can be moved 
into one that needs more money. Managing the flow of money is equally 
as important as managing the project schedule. This funding strategy 
addresses high-priority transportation needs and is designed to promote 
a modern, efficient transportation network.

      Transportation Needs Assessment

      Project Selection

      Adoption

      Tip Management

When developing the 2027 program update, the Financial Guidance Work 
Group agreed upon the following:

1

2

3

4
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Defining Megaprojects
With more and more larger projects being submitted to FutureLV: 
The Long-Range Transportation Plan and TIP, there is a new type of  
project being seen. These projects are called “Mega-projects”. These  
“Mega-projects” are very large, high cost and carry over multiple TIP cycles. 
 
Managing the flow of money and project schedule to keep all  
projects, regardless of size, moving is a goal of every TIP. This funding  
strategy addresses high-priority transportation needs and is designed to  
promote a modern, efficient, resilient and equitable transportation network. 
 
On the draft 2027-2030 Highway and Bridge TIP, we have two  
“Mega Projects,” defined as those with $50 million or more programmed 
over the four-year program between 2027-2030. We also have four projects 
with $10 million or more programmed on the TIP.

It’s important to keep in mind that this list of mega projects only calculates 
funds programmed from 2027-2030 and excludes projects on the LANTA 
and Interstate TIPs. The total cost of the above projects will likely be more 
than the value listed above, because the project timeline is often longer 
than the four-year TIP period. 

Projects with over $50 million programmed are:

•	 New Route 309 and Center Valley Interchange: $76M

•	 Extension of Route 378, Hill-to-Hill Bridge over the Lehigh River: $72M

Other projects with over $10 million programmed: 

•	 Riverside Drive RAISE Grant: $18.6 Million

•	 US 22/Route 191 Interchange: $18 Million

•	 Route 22 & Fullerton Interchange: $14 Million

•	 Lehigh Street Betterment : $12 Million

2027-2030 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 9
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TIP Development Timeline
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Meeting Community Needs

Project selection for the 2027-2030 Transportation Improve-
ment Program (TIP) adheres to state and federal guidelines,  
aligning with the goals of traffic safety, air quality, and FutureLV: 
The Regional Plan and its Metropolitan Transportation Plan. This 
meticulous process aims to create an efficient and sustainable,  
transportation network.

Projects included in FutureLV were requested through the  
Transportation Needs Assessment. Public meetings with municipal-
ities, PennDOT, LANTA, LNAA, non-profit partners and the general  
community were held to provide information on the update to the MTP 
and also served as listening sessions to gather information on potential 
projects for inclusion in the plan. 

Staff met with partners to ensure accurate data gathering on the  
specifics of each project proposed or renewed from the 2019 list, as some  
municipalities and other partners do not have the capacity to hire staff or 
consultants to complete lengthy applications for project inclusion in the MTP. 
 
Central to project selection is the alignment with FutureLV’s Centers and 
Corridors concept, which focuses on redevelopment, reuse, and new 
construction within 57 economic and housing activity centers across the 
Lehigh Valley. Projects must be identified in the current FutureLV: Long- 
Range Transportation Plan for TIP eligibility, selected based on their  
potential to enhance safety, reduce congestion, improve asset conditions, 
and extend infrastructure lifecycles.

The LRTP, or MTP, is updated every four years, with the TIP refreshed 
biennially, allowing for the integration of new projects. This dynamic  
planning framework ensures the Lehigh Valley’s transportation network 
meets evolving needs through rigorous planning and federal compliance, 
advancing a system that is safer, more efficient and resilient.

How Projects are Selected

2027-2030 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 11
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Performance Measures

Five safety performance targets have been established and are 
updated annually. The measures are based on crashes that result 
in fatal and/or serious injuries. The targets assist the LVTS and  
PennDOT in addressing areas of concern for fatalities and serious injury. 
 
Safety Performance Measures:

•	 Number of fatalities

•	 Rate of fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled

•	 Number of serious injuries

•	 Rate of serious injuries per 100 million vehicle miles traveled

•	 Number of non-motorized fatalities and serious injuries

The System Performance Measures (PM3) are six measures which 
assess performance of the National Highway System, Freight Movement 
on the Interstate System, and the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
Improvement Program. The LVTS and PennDOT continue their efforts to 
ensure the TIP and MTP are developed and managed to support progress 
toward the achievement of the statewide system performance targets. 
 
System Performance Measures: 

•	 Interstate Reliability

•	 Non-Interstate National Highway System Reliability

•	 Truck Reliability Index

•	 Annual Peak Hours Excessive Delay Hours Per Capita

•	 Percentage Non-Single Occupied Vehicle Travel

•	 Vehicle Emission Targets

The goal of the Performance Measures is to collect data and target  
transportation investments to improve the system with the end result 
of a project selection process rooted in data and analysis to enhance  
transportation system performance. 

The Pavement/Bridge Performance Measures (PM2) apply to both pave-
ment and bridge condition and are only applicable to the National Highway 
System (NHS). Conditions are rated as either Good or Poor and provide 
targets that are consistent with PennDOT’s asset management objectives 
of maintaining the system in the state of good repair, managing to lowest 
life cycle costs, and achieving national and state transportation goals.

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) require states and Metropolitan Planning  
Organizations to establish performance measures that set benchmarks for safety, infrastructure integrity, congestion reduction, economic growth, and 
emission reductions through the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement (CMAQ) Program. 

MPO’s set regional performance targets, while PennDOT sets statewide targets, guiding projects to contribute meaningfully to these objectives.

The 2027-2030 TIP is based on three federally required performance measures which set goals and targets for the Performance Based Planning and 
Programming approach used by the Lehigh Valley Transportation Study (LVTS) and its planning partners. The performance measures are designed 
to reduce injuries, save lives and better manage maintenance of the region’s transportation network. 
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Air Quality
Every project on the TIP must meet federal air quality conformity standards 
through travel demand modeling with the overall goal of reducing vehicle 
emissions to improve air quality.

Clean air is a fundamental right provided by the Pennsylvania  
Constitution, Section 27: “The people have a right to clean air, pure water, 
and to the preservation of the natural, scenic, historic and esthetic values 
of the environment.” At the national and state level, the importance of 
air quality issues can be seen in the addition of new programs in the  
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), such as the Carbon  
Reduction Program and the National Electric Vehicle Infastructure  
Program.  These programs seek to provide additional funds to states to 
invest in projects that help to reduce transportation related emissions. 

On a regional scale, FutureLV: The Regional Plan, along with several 
other plans by the LVPC and LVTS, addresses air quality through climate 
change policies and actions as documented in A Regional Climate Action 
Assessment.  

As part of the Transportation Improvement Program process, the LVPC 
is required to perform travel forecasting to determine transportation  
network demand and its impact on air quality. The evaluation is designed 
to ensure that federal funding goes to projects that are consistent with air 
quality standards, specifically the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS) for Eight-Hour Ozone (2008) and the 24-hour Particulate Matter 
2.5 (2006). As required by the Clean Air Act, the Environmental Protection 
Agency sets standards for pollutants considered harmful to public health 
and the environment. An area that does not meet the primary or secondary 
NAAQS is designated as a nonattainment area. 

Once a nonattainment area meets the standards and additional  
redesignation requirements in the Clean Air Act, the Environmental  
Protection Agency (EPA) will designate the area as a maintenance area.  
Transportation conformity requires nonattainment and maintenance areas 
to demonstrate that all future transportation projects will not prevent an 
area from reaching its air quality attainment goals. The Lehigh Valley is  
currently a non-attainment area for ozone and a maintenance area for 
Particulate Matter 2.5.

Alongside the previous 2025–2028 TIP, the LVPC adopted a Priority  
Climate Action Plan for Transportation Decarbonization (PCAP) in  
accordance with the EPA’s Carbon Reduction Program (CRP). The PCAP 
focuses on transportation decarbonization and reducing emissions from 
cars and trucks, one of the largest sources of emissions in the Lehigh 
Valley. 

In the time between the previous TIP and the update of the 2027-2030 
TIP, the LVPC has adopted a Greenhouse Gas Inventory and Pathway to 
a Resilient Greater Lehigh Valley, :serving as a  comprehensive climate 
action plan for the four-county greater region. These plans support and 
expand upon the efforts in the PCAP and can help with leveraging funds 
through the TIP to advance regional projects focusing on improving air 
quality and supporting sustainability. 

2027-2030 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 13
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One key project that exemplifies these Air Quality goals 
is the Riverside Drive project. The project will decrease  
greenhouse gas emissions and the volume of pas-
senger vehicles by providing better options for 
alternative modes of transportation through con-
necting roadways, transit, sidewalks and trails 
into a more equitable and sustainable system.  
 
This project is supported by a competitive USDOT RAISE 
grant that was added through the TIP.

Example of a TIP project utilizing these funds  
Riverside Drive

Example Project
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Public Participation
Public participation is a key element of transportation planning, 
and it is essential to TIP development. Founded in both a federal  
requirement for compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act and a local  
commitment to equitable access to the planning process, the LVTS’ 
adopted Public Participation Plan specifically outlines the requirements for 
public participation efforts for the TIP and other major plans and processes. 
The draft 2027-2030 TIP will be available for a 30-day public review and 
comment period starting April 15, 2026, and closing on May 15, 2026.  
 
LVTS will distribute hard copies of the Draft TIP at these locations:

•	 Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, District 5-0,  
1002 Hamilton Street, Allentown, PA 18102

•	 Lehigh and Northampton Transportation Authority 
(LANTA), 1060 Lehigh Street, Allentown, PA 18102

•	 Allentown Public Library,  
1210 Hamilton Street, Allentown, PA 18102

•	 Bethlehem Public Library,  
11 West Church Street, Bethlehem, PA 18018

•	 Easton Public Library,  
515 Church Street, Easton, PA 18045

•	 Lehigh Valley Planning Commission,  
615 Waterfront Drive, Suite 201, Allentown, PA 18102

Comments on the TIP can also be made during these public  
meetings:

•	 April 15, 2026 - Virtual public meeting at LVTS Technical Committee  
Meeting, 9 AM

•	 April 23, 2026 - Virtual public meeting at LVPC Transportation  
Committee, 5:30 PM

•	 May 5, 2026 - In-person public meeting at The Coalition for  
Appropriate Transportation storefront in Bethlehem.

Comments may be sent to the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission,  
615 Waterfront Drive, Suite 201, Allentown, PA 18102 or submit-
ted online at www.lvpc.org,  by phone at 610-264-4544 or by email at  
planning@lvpc.org. 

A digital copy will be available at www.lvpc.org

The LVPC website will be regularly updated. All locations where physical 
copies of the Draft 2027-2030 TIP are available are accessible by vehicle, 
transit, bicycle and pedestrian modes of transportation. All locations are 
compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act.   

2027-2030 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 15

LVTS is committed to compliance with the nondiscrimination require-
ments of applicable civil rights statutes, executive orders, regulations and  
policies. The meeting locations are accessible to persons with disabilities. 
With at least four days advanced notification, accomodations may be  
provided for those with special needs related to language, sight or hearing. 
If you have a request for a special need, wish to file a complaint or desire 
additional information, please contact Hannah Milagio at (610) 264-4544 
or planning@lvpc.org. 
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Overall TIP Funding TIP Funding by Category
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Transportation is a crucial link to ensuring opportunity for all, by  
connecting us to daily needs such as jobs, schools, housing and health care.  
Transportation investment and policy choices, what we build 
and repair, where we put it, who builds it, how we operate it 
and what energy powers it, have an enormous impact on our  
economy and our health. These decisions should be designed to 
strengthen a region where all people can participate and prosper. 
 
Projects included in the 2027-2030 TIP are selected from the projects 
within the Long-Range Transportation Plan of FutureLV: The Regional 
Plan and underwent a rigorous selection process. FutureLV recognizes 
that infrastructure investments can facilitate prosperity and enhance  
quality of life. For example, improved road conditions can avoid damage 
to cars and trucks and thus reduce the expense of repairs. High- quality 
bus service like LANTA’s Enhanced Bus Service can enhance the value of 
adjacent properties, improve access to commercial areas and employment 
centers, and reduce traffic on our most congested corridors.  Bridges in 
a state of good condition are critical for connecting communities with job  
opportunities and for providing access to all parts of the Lehigh Valley. Pictured left to right: Beth Halpern, LANTA, Jared Mast, LANTA, Becky Bradley, LVPC/LANTA, 

Jason Polster-Abel, LANTA, Governor Josh Shapiro, Pennsylvania, Olga Negron, Pennsylva-
nia, Owen O’Neil, LANTA/LTVS, Jason Muller, Transdev, Joesph Rivera Rodriguez, Transdev

Transportation Investment

2027-2030 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 17
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TRANSPORTATION
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

2027-2030

Bridge and Rail Projects
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AQ Sig means air quality significance. / Y indicates the project is air quality significant and required modeling to determine its impact. / N indicates the project was not determined to be air quality significant.
FFY is federal fiscal year. / LVW indicates Lehigh Valleywide
The Multimodal Project Management System (MPMS) number acts as an inventory identifier for all TIP projects across the Commonwealth.
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AQ Sig means air quality significance. / Y indicates the project is air quality significant and required modeling to determine its impact. / N indicates the project was not determined to be air quality significant.
FFY is federal fiscal year. / LVW indicates Lehigh Valleywide
The Multimodal Project Management System (MPMS) number acts as an inventory identifier for all TIP projects across the Commonwealth.”
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AQ Sig means air quality significance. / Y indicates the project is air quality significant and required modeling to determine its impact. / N indicates the project was not determined to be air quality significant.
FFY is federal fiscal year. / LVW indicates Lehigh Valleywide
The Multimodal Project Management System (MPMS) number acts as an inventory identifier for all TIP projects across the Commonwealth.”
BAMs stands for Bridge Asset Management, required by the U.S. Department of Transportation for planning, maintaining and rehabilitating bridge infastructure.
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AQ Sig means air quality significance. / Y indicates the project is air quality significant and required modeling to determine its impact. / N indicates the project was not determined to be air quality significant.
FFY is federal fiscal year. / LVW indicates Lehigh Valleywide
The Multimodal Project Management System (MPMS) number acts as an inventory identifier for all TIP projects across the Commonwealth.”
BAMs stands for Bridge Asset Management, required by the U.S. Department of Transportation for planning, maintaining and rehabilitating bridge infastructure.
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AQ Sig means air quality significance. / Y indicates the project is air quality significant and required modeling to determine its impact. / N indicates the project was not determined to be air quality significant.
FFY is federal fiscal year. / LVW indicates Lehigh Valleywide
The Multimodal Project Management System (MPMS) number acts as an inventory identifier for all TIP projects across the Commonwealth.”
BAMs stands for Bridge Asset Management, required by the U.S. Department of Transportation for planning, maintaining and rehabilitating bridge infastructure.
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AQ Sig means air quality significance. / Y indicates the project is air quality significant and required modeling to determine its impact. / N indicates the project was not determined to be air quality significant.
FFY is federal fiscal year. / LVW indicates Lehigh Valleywide
The Multimodal Project Management System (MPMS) number acts as an inventory identifier for all TIP projects across the Commonwealth.”
BAMs stands for Bridge Asset Management, required by the U.S. Department of Transportation for planning, maintaining and rehabilitating bridge infastructure.

29
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AQ Sig means air quality significance. / Y indicates the project is air quality significant and required modeling to determine its impact. / N indicates the project was not determined to be air quality significant.
FFY is federal fiscal year. / LVW indicates Lehigh Valleywide
The Multimodal Project Management System (MPMS) number acts as an inventory identifier for all TIP projects across the Commonwealth.”

GrantGrant
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TRANSPORTATION
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2027-2030

Multimodal and Road Projects
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AQ Sig means air quality significance. / Y indicates the project is air quality significant and required modeling to determine its impact. / N indicates the project was not determined to be air quality significant.
FFY is federal fiscal year. / LVW indicates Lehigh Valleywide
The Multimodal Project Management System (MPMS) number acts as an inventory identifier for all TIP projects across the Commonwealth.”
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AQ Sig means air quality significance. / Y indicates the project is air quality significant and required modeling to determine its impact. / N indicates the project was not determined to be air quality significant.
FFY is federal fiscal year. / LVW indicates Lehigh Valleywide
The Multimodal Project Management System (MPMS) number acts as an inventory identifier for all TIP projects across the Commonwealth.”

GrantGrant
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TRANSPORTATION
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

2027-2030

Road Reconstruction, Modernization, Automation

2027-2030 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 37
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AQ Sig means air quality significance. / Y indicates the project is air quality significant and required modeling to determine its impact. / N indicates the project was not determined to be air quality significant.
FFY is federal fiscal year. / LVW indicates Lehigh Valleywide
The Multimodal Project Management System (MPMS) number acts as an inventory identifier for all TIP projects across the Commonwealth.”
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AQ Sig means air quality significance. / Y indicates the project is air quality significant and required modeling to determine its impact. / N indicates the project was not determined to be air quality significant.
FFY is federal fiscal year. / LVW indicates Lehigh Valleywide
The Multimodal Project Management System (MPMS) number acts as an inventory identifier for all TIP projects across the Commonwealth.”
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AQ Sig means air quality significance. / Y indicates the project is air quality significant and required modeling to determine its impact. / N indicates the project was not determined to be air quality significant.
FFY is federal fiscal year. / LVW indicates Lehigh Valleywide
The Multimodal Project Management System (MPMS) number acts as an inventory identifier for all TIP projects across the Commonwealth.”

Transit TIPs have to report on all project types even if there is no funding programmed for a TIP iteration.

Transit TIPs have to report on all project types even if there is no funding programmed for a TIP iteration.

Transit TIPs have to report on all project types even if there is no funding programmed for a TIP iteration.
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215
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AQ Sig means air quality significance. / Y indicates the project is air quality significant and required modeling to determine its impact. / N indicates the project was not determined to be air quality significant.
FFY is federal fiscal year. / LVW indicates Lehigh Valleywide
The Multimodal Project Management System (MPMS) number acts as an inventory identifier for all TIP projects across the Commonwealth.”
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For more information  
visit the LVPC website @ LVPC.org
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This program is the product of a collective effort by the LVTS, PennDOT, FHWA, FTA, community leaders, the public and community partners from 
all 62 municipalities to create a connected transportation network that gives access to opportunities for everyone. More elements of that effort can be 
found in FutureLV: The Regional Plan, Walk/RollLV: Active Transportation Plan and Bus Rapid Transit policies, among others. Regulatory materials 
in addition to a downloadable copy of this TIP Made Easy program summary and other referenced resources can be found at www.lvpc.org




