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CHRISTOS VOSKRESE! VOISTINU VOSKRESE!
CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN!

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Saturday, April 11, 2026, 5:00 p.m.
Health & Blessing of Jon L. Cipyak, V
by Jon & Suzie Cipyak

St. Thomas Sunday
EPISTLE Acts 5: 12-20
GOSPEL John 20: 19-31

Sunday, April 12, 2026, 10:00 a.m.
+Génesis Mia Hebbert
by Lynn McFadden

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of Fina Gonzalez & Raul Gonzalez

no weekday services or activities —

Saturday, April 18, 2026, 5:00 p.m.
Health & Blessing of James & Jennifer Powel
by Nanny

Sunday of the Ointment-Bearers
EPISTLE Acts 6: 1-7
GOSPEL Mark 15: 43-16: 8

Sunday, April 19, 2026, 10:00 a.m.
+Mary R. Monito
by Susan Scotts

Sanctuary Candle:
Health & Blessing of the Parish Family

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Fr. Martin is available to hear confession immediately following each Divine Liturgy or by scheduling an
appointment in advance by contacting Fr. Martin.

ROSARY SCHEDULE
e Wednesday: 6:40 p.m. e Saturday: 4:40 p.m. ¢ Sunday: 9:40 a.m.

WELCOME!
We welcome our guests and visitors, and are happy to have them join us in prayer.
If you have not officially registered in the parish, and would like to, please speak with Fred.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS Please continue to remember in our prayers all the needs of the parish family,
the sick and suffering, those who have asked for our prayers, especially Frantisek Vavrak, Helena Huk, Angie
Nemeth, Lesia, Fina Gonzalez, Raul Gonzalez, and Natasha Lemeshova. Let us remember the priests and bishops
of the Catholic Church, those people who have been denied their basic human rights and dignity, the oppressed,
the lonely, the homeless and those who suffer, and those who have no peace of mind or heart. Please check
our website during your daily prayers for an up-to-date listing of those who are in need of our prayers.

On Saturday, 04.11.2026, Clara Legezdh passed unto the Lord. In blessed repose, grant, O Lord, eternal rest to
your departed servant Clara, and remember her forever! Eternal Memory!

Pastoral Message
Dear faithful parishioners, and you who have come to our church for the first time — welcome!

On this Sunday, the second Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the Antipascha, that is to say the re-dedication of
the Resurrection of Christ, and also commemorate the event of the Holy Apostle Thomas' touching the wounds
of Christ. This commemoration is due to the ancient custom of rededicating important events. As a year would
pass and the date of such an event would arrive, a commemoration was made so that such great events would
not be forgotten. This is why the Israelites celebrated the Passover at Gilgal, to commemorate the passing
through the Red Sea. Since the Resurrection of the Lord is the greatest and most important event and beyond
all thought, it is rededicated not only once a year, but also on every "eighth" day. The first rededication of the
Resurrection is this present Sunday, for it is truly both the "eighth" day and the "first." It is the eighth day after
Pascha, and the first day, because itis the beginning of the other days. Again, itis called the "eighth" day because
it prefigures the unending day of the future age to come, which will be truly the "first" day and a day that is not
divided by a single night. This is why this Sunday is called the Antipascha, which interpreted means "in the place
of Pascha." We should also know that due to the honor given Sunday by the Lord's Resurrection, the Holy
Apostles transferred the weekly day of rest from the Jewish Sabbath (Saturday) to this most honored day.

Itis also called Thomas Sunday, the reason being as follows: On the day of the Resurrection, when Christ showed
himself to the Disciples in the evening, Thomas was not present, because he had not yet joined the other
Disciples for fear of the Jews. When he rejoined the others, not only did he not believe what they told him about
the Resurrection of Christ and the fact that they had seen Him, but he absolutely refused to believe that Christ
had risen, even though he himself was one of the Twelve. God the good Master, in His true economy, waited
eight days to make His love more perfect, firmly willing to truthfully verify the Resurrection and also the events
that had occurred after the Resurrection. Thus, Thomas did not believe so that he could more truthfully proclaim
to all the belief in the Resurrection. Therefore, the Lord came to the Apostles again while Thomas was among
them. Though the doors were shut as before, He entered and granted them peace according to the custom. He
then turned toward Thomas and said, "Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here,
and putitinto My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing" (John 20:27). Then Thomas intentionally scrutinized
the Lord's side more attentively, and receiving faith through the examination, he cried, "My Lord and my God!"
(John 20:28). He said "Lord" in witnessing to the bodily form of Christ and "God" in witnessing to His Divinity.
Then Christ said to him, "Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have believed" (John 20:29). The third appearance of Christ was at the Sea of Tiberias during
the catching of the fish where He even ate a meal of broiled fish and honeycomb; this particular food, as He
alone knew, was consumed by the Divine Fire. This event gave further proof of the Resurrection of the body -
not only His, but ours in the Age to come. After this, He revealed himself on the road to Emmaus. The fifth time
He appeared was in Galilee to the eleven, as it is written. From the Resurrection until His Ascension, He worked
before His Disciples many signs that surpassed all nature. However, He did not reveal all these signs to very
many, for it was impossible for men yet living in this world to hear such inexpressible wonders.

Through the prayers of Your Holy Apostle Thomas, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us and save us.

Amen.
In Chwist,
Fr. MawtinVawvrak - Pastor



