
Scientific Consensus on the Fires
Dry vegetation, high Santa Ana winds, and low humidity — plus only 1/5 of an inch of
rainfall since July 2024 — explain why the Los Angeles brush fires spread so rapidly
and are difficult to contain.

Politicization of the Tragedy
Political operatives are exploiting these wildfires with an “Operation Blame the Black
Woman” campaign against Mayor Karen Bass, using disinformation and out-of-
context claims.
While our primary focus must remain on aiding those affected by the fires, we also
need to counteract false narratives before they take root.
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Addressing Key Attacks on Mayor Bass

The “$17M was cut from the LAFD Budget.” attack leaves out that LAFD spending will
far exceed the initial departmental budget

Although $17M was cut from the departmental budget, $53M was bookkept in
separate non-departmental budgets to cover increased projected costs resulting
from LAFD union negotiations. 

The LAFD is projected to spend $90M more than the FY24/25 budget for a
total of $909M. $53.4M of the $90M is held in a non-LAFD departmental budget
and $36.7M in unplanned excess LAFD spending.
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 “LAFD Chief Crowley wrote a 12/4 memo warning of budget cut impacts.”

Before the memo was written, the department was already projected to spend $32M
over its budget. The 12/6 City Financial Status Report projected a $90M departmental
budget overrun. Citing a memo about budget cuts that ignores the forecasted
expenditures far beyond the cut is disingenuous.

Excess spending beyond the
departmental budget was due to
items such as fleet maintenance,
expanded wildfire deployment, and
sending firefighters out of state to
respond to Hurricane Helene
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“LA Controller Kenneth Mejia highlights the budget cut but ignores overspending.”

Controller Mejia criticizes the budget cut but does not acknowledge that
forecasted expenditures exceeded the budget.
This omission creates the misleading impression that the department had to
strictly adhere to the cut when, in reality, spending continued above the official
budget.

Interestingly, in November 2024, Mejia prominently highlighted the gap between
spending and budget in discussions about homelessness. So clearly, he is aware
how spending deviates from budgets. 

Although there will be a time for a legitimate conversation on budget priorities, it
is disingenuous to pretend the budget cut was adhered to in practice.

From LA Controller’s TikTok
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Firefighter Experts agree the wildfires are unprecedented beyond to capacity to
fully prepare

Los Angeles Fire Commission President Genethia Hudley-Hayes
States that even a fully funded fire department might have struggled to contain
such massive fires in these extreme wind conditions.
Emphasizes the unprecedented nature of the phenomenon: “I don’t see how
anybody could have prepared for this.” (Source: CNN)
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Robert Hawkins, President of the Los Angeles City Stentorians
Notes that he does not believe the budget impacted the department’s ability to
fight the wildfires.

@WinWithBlackWomen                  @REECIECOLBERT reeciecolbert.com

https://www.cnn.com/2025/01/12/us/fire-department-los-angeles-wildfires/index.html


Rick Caruso, who spent $100M against Bass in the 2022 Mayoral race,
is exploiting the tragedy by misleadingly citing a cut to the LAFD
departmental budget without acknowledging the additional $53M for
LAFD held in a non-departmental budget account and the $36M
forecasted overspending.
As a staunch opponent of decreasing LAPD spending and advocate of
increasing funding, it is absurd to suggest that Caruso would’ve
insisted on a less costly contract with the LAPD union (which
endorsed him).

Caruso campaigned on hiring 1,500 more police officers and argued
that crime cannot be reduced by cutting the LAPD budget. Given the
city's revenue shortfall, those costs would have required an offset
from other departments.
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Source: Rick Caruso’s campaign site
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