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e Jesse  Cwens
sprintad and leapt to
four gold madals at the
1936 Berlin Olympics,

he did mots than homiliate Hitler on hds
own stage, A Black American athlste,
cheeted by ordinary Germans, he
overtirned  Mazi  moths  of  racial
supsriority in a matter of szconds, He
inspirad
Supermaty, healped with recruitment
whett wat came, and beoame a living
symbol that courage and exmcellence
know no col o,

The new “Rlots of the Caribbzan,
Tuskeges Aitmen and Heroes of African
Hetritage” collzctor coin-set takes that
same spitit of deflance into the skias,
Struck in a2 24ct gold finish and
incorporating an original pizce of 21941
Roll:Royes Merlin enging - the heart of
the Spitfite, Lancastzr, Mosquito and
later Morth American Mustang PSID -
the coins honou the Black men and
womety of the Caribbean, the United

comic-book  heross  like
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Pilots of the Caribbeéan

States and Africa who fought fascism
abroad and racism at home, It was they
who came back from war to campaign
for civil rights for all in Britain with the
Race Belations Act, and in America with
the Civil Rights Voting Act, both in 1965,

The RAF's Cartbbean story
stretches back tothe First World
War with men like Sergeant
William Robinson Clarke
of Jamaica

Thesz men and women (through their
training and duty) tell 2 story that is still
toolittls koo it BA Fhistory,

The BAFs Caribbean story stretches
back to the First World War with men
liks Sergeant "William Robinson Clarks
of Jarnaica, Britain's first Black pilot who
had defied the tolour bar’ and flew with
the Royal Flying Cotp, one year before
the official creation of the Rova Air
Forcs onl April 1918, By the time of the
Second World War 10,270 Jamaicans,

800 Tritidadians, 417 British Guianesea,
and over 1,000 othet menfrom Barbados,
Barmuda, the Bahamas, the British
Wirgin Islands and mores had enlisted in
the British forces, Around 5,000 of them
joinedths BAF directly,

They came from islands that were
altzady crueial to the war effort: Jamadea
and British Guiana supplying bauxite;
Trinidad & Tobado, oil; British Honduras
(Belize), timbar; all the isdands provided
food and raw moaterials,

TWar was raging in the Caribbean Sea
from tha very start, with German U-boats
siniking a huds amount of British ships
thatware crucialto the wat supply chain,
Catibbean newspapers such as the
Jamaican Gleaner sven launched the
“3pitfire Fund”, complete with a wartime
comic to rally donations across the
Emnpitz, #uch of the monsy radsed went
to BollsRoyee and Bantley Grews factory
that  built  the legendary  Marlin,
Comparias liks PA Consulting started by
helping the British dovernment fill the



sEplopment gap and geifing wisnen
traned and into the work place making
mnstions and  sreraft. The wa
seeelimated chage = incrRued
effici ency for the better.

Fooun thie e mmach o eded social change
smeiged figae suwch o Squedion
Leader Uhic Cross, DE&O DPFC, of 139
(Jumucs) Squsdion, cae of the most
highly decorsted Cwibbesn srmen,
fiping over B0 opsration: from RAF
Mauhem in the shite Pathfinder rols,
Crther Canibbean and African RAF
personned — Flight Liesutenants Billy
Strachen  [Jemscs), Arthae  Windt
(Jamaca), Oy Grant {(Guyana), BEmanael
Adengyi Thomas (MHigeria) and Johxey
Samythe  (Sdenrs Leone) - endhared
combat, caplivity and discrimdnation,
then spent pracetime campaigning for
pquality avd justice. Ooant, shot dowa
and paraded by the Mazis as a “prisomer
of indetenminate race, and Smythe
(ki caphared), loter 5 lesding fgare i
the: Windmush stoy, coomplify the
coumge that comfinusd long after the
bast Conmbeal mniasd o,

Menerica was reluctant to join the wa
untll the bombimg of Peraxl Habowr
{Hywrs) on ™ Decnmber 1046 A daylater,
the A officially entered the wer and
stirted o dishamss thiesr troope bo Busopes.

Roross the Afantc, Bladk Americans
futed the full force of sagregation and
Jimn Crow' laws, The U5 hoony Aic Force
confined them to o sepayute ardt - the
novlegendary Tuskeges Airmen of the
ootk Fighter Squedion snd 3533nd
Byghter Group. Flying PSID Mustangs
{and other typas) in Bwepe and Herth
AMfiica, they  escosted  boanbecs,
inchading B17 Flying Fortresses, and
trudlt & commbiak record so strong thak it
helped pranctiare the logc of segeegation

in the US miitey Ther stoy late
mspred George Lucasy film Fed Tl
Terry Jervie (TV producer and fodme
FAF commercial sgent) crested the
Bulots of the Caribhean exhibiton with
the BAF BMussamn snd Bleck Cultwral
Aackives, dlaowerked on the promation
of that flm and met many of the
sarviving Tuskeges wetsrine. He also
c7 eaked this magnificent codn collection
beomec-set.

Betwern 150,000 and 340000 African
hmerican servicemen were stationed in
Britasn betwesn 15943 and 1945 They
entounbered Blick British, Caribbean
and Africen RAF persomnel for the first
teme, often discowring they faced the
sume baeriers in different undlorms. The
A F had by contyast formally abalished
fhe colonar Bar in 1859, by June 1944, an
At Mindstry ofder stated

‘Bl ranks should clearly understand
that there is no colour bar in the Royal
kit Fosce— sy sutans s of discrimdnston
on the grounds of caow.. should be
irmnadi dtely and severely chiscked®

Ths UE miliboys segragation
remauined in force on American bases in
Britain — and Caibbean srerew did not
hedtits to challengs @, paticdaly
when BlackAmerican G were harassed
far spaaking to or dancing with whits
widnen wWhich was seceprted by Britizh
norms i the many pubs end dancehalls
areumnd thie counbry

Woresen on the Front Line
Wt e et o pro sty oo thee codrue,
s thry i dim the wear itself They stepped
into factories, Fields, civil defence,
tramsport and special operations, Many
awore offsred another vitdl servics that &
often overlooked: mosals.

Black wormen in Britain vobunteered in
civil defence @ frewatchers, factory
wighers and marees, After the colos
bar in the Aualiary Territorial Service
(ATE wae lifted in 1943, Cardbbean
wimndn  inchiding Hada  Catbouse,
Horma Bxst and Connie BMark endistad.
Liian Bader, bogn in Liverpool to a
Barbwdian fether who had served in the
Furst "Warld Vs, joined the Womens
Momilisry Rir Fodes (WAAF) in 1941 and
trsdnbd 45 an sdreraft techeded ah = o fage
and demanding role for any woman, st
wong o Blck woman  navigeting
prepadice (see Btephen Boiwne's book
“War to"Windrush® for reference)

Forcer Sweethewts Beyond Vera Lynn

M st readers will knosw singer Wera Lann,

Wl Meat Again and The White CUR of

Dengr, sl the famow  Hollywood

krmerican stars - Rita Hareorth, Judy

Garland, Dosls Day and the Andrews

Biaters. Thelr wolees camied across the

wireless and into Messsn buts, messes

vl diggouts, Less remambessd age the

Black women  whose  song  and

performancss  lifted spidts froem the

Baneic s to Lodwdon and Lagos:

« Lena Home - Holbawood actress and
winger of Slormy Wk, who toursd
UE baes and become @ glamoross
swymba of hope for many Adrican
Amsrican sSrvicemen @



Above Tushegee Lirmanwith Lera Horne
in the cockpit

Bzlow: Commernorat e coins
@Coppright Mational Congress

- Ella Fitzderald - jazz icon whose voice
wras as effective as any medicine against
fear andfatigus,

- Josephine Baker— not only a celebratad
dancer and singat in France, but also a
membear of the Rasistance and an Allisd
intelliganics assat,

< Adelaide Hall and Hisabeth Welch -
Black antertainzrs based in Britain,
cotstantly on stage for troops and
civiliats alike,

- Una Marson - Jamacan femminist and
writar, who from 194 prasented and
produced the BEC radio prodramme
Calling  the West Indies, Leeping
Caribbean audiznces informed and
cotnectad to the war effort,

Thasz women  werz  not  simply
“rweathearts”, They wers professionals
delibarataly deploved to stzady narvas,
brightenlives andremind men and wormen
ity vnifionrn what they wers fighting for,

One of the coirw captures that spirit
ditzetly: it shows BAF and Caribbaan
gitetew onn the deck of HMT Empite
Windrish in 1948, being sntartained by
sitger Bonia Baptistz, alongside Johory
Srnythe and Terry Jervigs uncls, Oscar
Gardner, The wrar was over, but the wotl of
buil ding new lives - and atew Britain - was

otly begitming,

Honouring a Shared Heritage
The official title of the coin set - Pilbtsof
the Crribbearn, Tuskegee Atnner and Heroes
af African Heritage - is derived from the
acclaimed exhibition created by Terry
Jervis with the Royal Adr Fores Museum
and the Black Cultural Archives in 2013,
That exhibition trought the BRAF
Catibbean and Aftican story out of the
shadoses, tracing it from the First World
“War tht ouggh the Sscond, and o intothe
Windrush era

Jervig RAF connection goss back to
2000, when Club President Air ddarshal
git  David “Walker, then Director of
Corporate  Cormonurdeations, brought
himintosupportthe Service’srebranding
atd public profils following his rols asa
seniot exzcutive in charge of the BECY
Millennitin Day dlobal broadeast, Jervis
grew up in postwar Britain, lstening to
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firsthatnid accounts from veterans and
hearing of his uncle’s journey from
Jarnaica to BAF sarvice itn 1945, Jervis
mediacaresr has sinice talien bim around
the world (having produced and directad
showrs such as Top Gear, TV specials with
Hd Quest Elimabeth II/Buckingham
Palace and the Olympic Games 2012),
His BEC careet atid rolz in withths BAF
lzd to him documenting many of the
wrartimea herozs and events which lad to
the cteation of thasa coits,

The Bentley Car and Rolls-Royee

Bentley pioniested the wuse of the
alumindtm in piston sngines and high-
petformance ey racing cars, IE was
this feature which helped the Rolls-
Bovce Metlin sngine and  aircraft
petformance, Alotyg with thesz coins,
Legacy & Haritagde Limited and Bentley
- Jack Barclay arz wotking with the
Mulliner division to crzatz 10 unigus
special edition cars based on the
history of the EAF Pilots of the
Caribbean and Tuskeges Airmen, The
cat will feature a unique Somom gold
Spitfire and Mustang P-51D medallion
with the Rolls-Rovee marqueinsids the

vehicls (teprassnting the history of the
two companies) making it the only
vehicle in the two compaties entirs
history to do so, Thessz cars will only be
mads on request and feabure many art-
etiriched pizces to the cock-pit styled
facia, szating and foot plates,

History You Can Hold

brings  togsthar
coinis, artefacts and
storias  celsbrating the people and
ait ot aft that shaped the ait war,
Froducedunder Royal Watrant, the set
includas dold finished coins honouring
the Tusksges
Catibbean, aviaton inspited artwork,
atid a rare authenticated fragment of a
Eolls Royee Matlin sngine, Togethar, the
collection recognises the shared courage,
skill and innovation of men and women
from across the Commonwealth, ths
Unite d States and Allisd nati ons,

I the spitit of JTesse Owens, they did
tict simnply take part, They changsd the
tace parspective and the fight for justics,
frezdom snd democtacy.

The coinn sat
cornrnarn ot ative

TERRY JERWIS
CLUE W EW BER terrpjervi sofficial cam

Aitmen and Flots of ths
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