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To seek better knowledge and understanding of the art of painting by Rengiu Liu, I have to

trace from his name first. “Ren” means “responsibility and long way to go”, “Qiu” means “endless
studying”, “Renqiu” is the very proper word to cap his painting career, walking in the division

of learning from the ancestors, from nature, from your own heart . First saw Mr. Liu and his art
works, I was impressed and shocked by his personality of joy and uninhibited, the atmosphere,
arrogance and moral integrity, secondly is attracted by his diversity and mixed Chinese and West-
ern elements in revealing his style, and his profound knowledge of painting, world-class vision and
superb technical and artistic skill, form “Liu style,” and finally you can’t help to explore the journey

of his artistic career.



1. Early stage of the journey of study

Mr. Liu, Renqiu was born in Hunan Province, China. a scholarly family,
under the tutelage of his grandfather to learn painting and calligraphy since
his childhood. He had great impact by education and edification of tradition-
al Chinese culture. In 1965, Liu apprentice in Shaofeng Liu who is a famous
artist, a direct disciple of famous painter Daqgian Zhang. The respectful
teacher is an expert in poetry article, Chinese medicine and with versatile,
exquisite skill, and very popular. Liu was specialized in painting flowers and
landscapes, and calligraphy. At the age of seventeen he was greatly appreciat-
ed by the Great Zhuanli Master Kan’s successor by saying he is very talented
in painting. Liu is gifted, sensitive and eager, respect for teachers, chivalrous
and studies martial arts for many years. After the inauguration of Hubei
Foreign Trading Bureau he has become a full-time painter and later coached
by Yaming, Hai Su Liu. His work during study was collected by the former US
Secretary of Defense and his wife, his huge painting “thousand birds chasing
phoenix” was attached by the French cultural counselor in his book. Generate
lot of foreign income for China at that time.

Scenes of learning in Liu’s early stage of career
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Rengiu Liu, Large Screen Set <Pine Trees and Cranes Bring Longevity>

2. Ten turbulent years

In those ten years, when cultural industries face extinction, and even in the 1980s the early years of
the reforming, he is leading the trend on artistic painting, he is the first one starting “free trade” for
the art works, resulting to help “gang” and their families during the Cultural Revolution. His perse-
verance, pursued the perseverance to continue solid traditional painting techniques, covered a wide
range of painting subjects, rich and diverse, and laid a foundation for the subsequent tour of the art
school career. Some of his works during this period showed a profound traditional skill highlighted
the atmosphere of wide and open, and hearty. They are classy and filled with a distinct personality. At
this time he is impulsive and full of energy and good spirit, he is grateful, full of justice and pride. He
got excellent comment from senior teacher Mr. Deng who introduced him to study from the famous

artist Daqian zhang’s direct disciple Songyan Xu, and was greatly appreciated by the famous artist and
calligrapher.
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3. Travel to Japan

In the early 1980s, with the help from friends Liu set foot on the
road in Japan.

In Japan, he co-founded with Japanese artist the new foreign
agency of painting, personally presided and served as president,
and then he established Japanese ink painting clubs, teaching,
exhibiting, while in Tokyo, Liu's paintings was collected by
Mayor of Tokyo who favorites and praise them and personally
held a large exhibition of his work, “Songhe longevity” was col-
lected by the large Japanese Corporation cultural institutions. In
the period all his works were collected by the Japanese cultural
institutions and politicians. The Japanese NHK News praised
him as China’s most promising young artists.

4. Life of traveling around

Follow the footprint of adviser Daqgian Zhang, Liu travels
around different countries. During this period, he was chas-
ing chivalrous charm of the adviser Dagian Zhang, traveled in
South America, Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay, the United States,
an extensive collection of paintings material, get a better un-
derstanding of the track of the painting dean Dagian, broaden
the horizons, learn the subtle art of Western painting, really
become a non-resident overseas Chinese and spread the hearted
love and faithful emissary of Chinese culture. Although being
a foreign guest in decades, he always filled with the “gene” and
“blood” of the traditional Chinese culture. In the realm of life
experience and highlight the fusion of Chinese and Western
artistic thought to release sparks.

5. Residence in the country of Maple Leaves as a special artist.

1990s Immigrated to Canada as a special artist via Immigration
Minister.

Exploring the theoretical basis of western painting, studying
painting techniques, drawing widespread multicultural environ-
ment that gave him “free air” to make him more expanded hori-
zons in the way of art, becomes more “ambitious”, have more
further grand plans in the world of painting, has been invited to
the Royal Ontario Museum, Recent grand exhibition of Qian-
long, the calligraphy is his masterpiece, and actively planning,
yet a love of Chinese people with lofty ideals.

\d R @
Rengiu Liu with the Mayor of
Tokyo in Japan

Rengiu Liu, Chinese traditional paint-
ing with ink on paper <Moonlight>

Rengqiu Liu in Argentina
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6. Educating

Liu believes the core of teaching is “based on theory, practice progressively with the demonstration little
by little”, the importance of personal moral character, described painting is “to show the soul and the
personality with paintings”, strongly advocated to do “good”, “good personality comes first, style comes
second “, emphasize on the creation and carry forward of the tradition of national Chinese culture. For
decades according to the old saying “his pupils are everywhere”. He has lectured in China, Japan, Ger-
many, Brazil, Argentina, and North America. Quite a few of his students has become outstanding artist
nowadays. Yugang Wu (Chairman of the board of Hubei Yu Jing Media Company), Taiwu Peng (Hubei
Academy of Fine Arts National Professor). When we asked Mr. Liu how does he look at today’s Chinese
artistic painting status and states, he hopes the young artist to focus on a solid basic skills of traditional
painting to enhance the humanistic spirit, rather than busy chasing fame and fortune, that is, to respect
the “authority” and “the big and famous” However, not to be afraid of them, have the guts to face all chal-
lenges. He advocates to base on the of compliance with the traditional culture, using “Western culture”
to benefit “Chinese culture, to “study” and then “create” in order to produce more fine art for China.

7. To create brilliant once again in the country of maple leaves

As a Chinese artist residing in such an open and pluralistic culture crossing both countries , Liu requests
assertion to absorb local culture such as Indian culture, Western painting, focusing on the breakthrough
in color and light on the traditional Chinese painting, take advantage of this natural environment , he
would “collect all the specialties in his drafts” to create a North American characteristics, strong artistic
taste and style of his art work, the formation of a new system of theory of creation of art works in order
to blend in with and get a solid positon in the local cultural market. To do his little bit to help the Chi-
nese civilization.
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Rengiu Liu, Large Screen Set <Dragon and Phoenix>
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