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INSPIRING READS IN THIS ISSUE:

Prayers you all are enjoying these milder days of Fall….we
all know what’s coming, right?!
That’s right….the GSVE’s Men’s Walk #44 is next week!!!
 
So once again it’s all hands on deck!! There are
opportunities to serve in the kitchen, housekeeping, the
Prayer Vigil…so hop online to gsve.org. At the top of the
page click “Volunteer” and buttons to all those things are
there for you to sign up. You can also reach out to Karen
Edmonson (Kitchen) or Jeff Brammer (Housekeeping).
 
Please, please be sure to sign up for the prayer vigil!
Prayer is the foundation for all that occurs not only in
preparation for the weekend but throughout the
weekend. It’s a wonderful way to support the team and
pilgrims.
 
And don’t forget those special Emmaus times throughout
the weekend!

It’s not too late to sponsor a pilgrim for this Walk. There is
a Sponsorship tab on the website. You can register both
you and your pilgrim from there. Please be sure you, or a
co-sponsor, can fulfull the sponsor’s obligations. If you
have any questions please contact Dave Strickland,
Jamie Rout or myself. We’ll help get you set up!

The Board has been working diligently to keep GSVE alive
and moving forward. It may seem like you’re seeing the
same names on the Board and Teams, and you are. 😊 

 

We need leadership to step forward and help us
continue to grow our community and give direction. If
you are interested in serving on the board or a
committee of the board (Kitchen, Team Selection,
Housekeeping, Agape, Outreach, etc.) please contact
any board member. Feel free to ask questions, etc.
Board members are asked to serve a 3-year term with
one-third of the board members rotating out each year.
Please prayerfully consider where the Lord may be
leading you to commit to serve and let us know!
 
I would also ask that you be in prayer specifically for
Emmaus Ministries worldwide. While a few communities
are coming back fairly strong there are many like ours
who are trying torecover from the covid shut-down. And
many that decided not to at all. My Emmaus walk, like
many of you, was life-changing. I believe it to be the
most ecumenical and scripturally based ministry in
which I have been blessed to be involved.
 
Thank you all for your continued prayers and support!



I t  w a s  F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 8 ,  a l t h o u g h  c o l d  a n d  s n o w y  o u t s i d e  i t  w a s  h o t  a n d  a r i d

i n s i d e !  T h e  w e e k e n d  s t a r t e d  w i t h ,  m y  s p o n s o r  p i c k i n g  m e  u p  a t  h o m e  a n d  d r i v i n g

a  l o n g  h a l f  m i l e  t o  t h e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  o f  m y  w a l k  t o  E m m a u s .  F o l l o w e d  b y  m a n y

s m i l e s  a n d  a  s m a l l  s a m p l i n g  o f  f o o d  i t  w a s  a  v e r y  w e l c o m i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  t o n s

o f  p e o p l e  t h e r e  t o  s e n d  a l l  o f  u s  p i l g r i m s  o f f ,  l i t t l e  d i d  I  k n o w ,  t h i s  w a s  g o i n g  t o

b e  a n  u n f o r g e t t a b l e  w e e k e n d .  I t  w a s  a  t i m e  t h a t  I  l o o k  b a c k  o n  s t i l l  t o  t h i s  d a y

a f t e r  1 5  y e a r s .  A  c o r n e r s t o n e  i n  m y  j o u r n e y  t o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t !

S i n c e  m y  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  2 0 0 8 ,  s o m e  1 5  y e a r s  a g o ,  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s

t o  s e r v e  a n d  s o  I  d i d !  I  w a s  f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e  s e r v e d  o n  a  h a n d f u l  o f  t e a m s  w i t h

t h e  G S V E  a n d  c o u n t l e s s  S O C  t e a m s .  T h e  t e a m  b u i l d i n g  p r o c e s s  w a s  a m a z i n g  a s

y o u  c o n t i n u e  t o  m e e t  n e w  f o l k s  w h o  s h a r e d  t h e i r  s p e c i a l  m o m e n t s  o f  t h e i r  w a l k

o r  f l i g h t .  S e r v i n g  o n  a  t e a m  a l l o w s  f o r  “ a n t i c i p a t i o n ” o f  w h a t  i s  g o i n g  t o  h a p p e n

n e x t  a n d  s e e  h o w  P i l g r i m s  a n d / o r  C a t e r p i l l a r s  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .

B e i n g  a n  E m m a u s  B o a r d  m e m b e r  s i n c e  J a n u a r y  o f  t h i s  y e a r  h a s  b r o u g h t  n e w

i n s i g h t s  o n  t h e  G S V E .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  a  n e w  e x p e r i e n c e  s o  f a r  t o  s e e  h o w  t a s k s  a r e

i m p l e m e n t e d   G V S E ,  t o  k e e p  t e a m s  a n d  w a l k s  o n  s c h e d u l e ,  K i t c h e n  h e l p ,  s e e i n g

t h e  w e b s i t e  g o  t h r o u g h  p o s i t i v e  u p d a t e s ,  f i l l i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o n l i n e  e t c .  a r e  j u s t

s o m e  o f  t h e  m a n y  u p d a t e s  t h a t  l a u n c h e d  t h i s  y e a r .  

I n  p a r t ,  s e r v i n g  o n  t h e  b o a r d  a l l o w s  f o r  n e w  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  m o r e

i m p o r t a n t l y  s e r v i n g  o u t s i d e  o f  m y  l o c a l  c h u r c h  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  b r i n g  n e w  i d e a s  o f

h o w  t o  s e r v e .  O n e  v e r s e  t h a t  c o m e s  t o  m i n d  i s  J a m e s  2 : 1 7  ( N I V )  –  “ F a i t h  w i t h o u t

w o r k s  i s  d e a d . ” S e r v i n g  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  o u t s i d e  o f  a  l o c a l  c h u r c h  a l l o w s  f o r  n e w

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  i d e a s  a n d  s o l i d i f i e s  m y  f a i t h  t h r o u g h  s e r v i c e .

FROM THE BOARD...
B Y  B I L L  L E E  

Check out the updated website at GSVE.org
where you will find links to sign up for the 72 hour Prayer Vigil, Housekeeping, and Kitchen

Help for the upcoming walks, info on future events and a whole lot more!

OCTOBER 2023



John 10:11-18

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is
not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs
away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired
hand does not care for the sheep.

I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I
know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this
fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one
shepherd.

For this reason, the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power
to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” John 10:11-18

“The good shepherd”, what a comforting image that portrays. God loves us unconditionally. He
loves us not because it is his job, but because we are his children.

I cannot help but think about the love God has for me and the love that God has for you. I think it
could be compared to the love for children and grandchildren. This love exists no matter the
challenges that are presented or the daily tasks to be accomplished. I love Veronica and she loves
me not because we are married, but because we have a deep meaningful relationship. This is the
kind of relationship God wants with us.  The image of the shepherd caring for the flock is the image
of a love God caring for his creation.  This gives me hope for each day!

Just as Jesus ran to his flock when the wolf came, we, as brothers and sisters in Christ run to each
other and we are confident in the one who looks out for us and is always willing to come running to
protect us. 

God also spoke of loving people that are ‘not of our fold’. We are taught to love God and to love our
neighbor. This is the hard part. I love my family and my church family, but can I always love my
neighbor?

As Christians, we are called to evangelize and spread the Gospel. What could be a better way to do
so than to love others? We are reminded that the love of God is eternal. We are called to love others
as he loves us. God loves all of his sheep.

Blessings,  Pastor Dave

FROM THE COMMUNITY
SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR

B Y  D A V E  B U R R I S S

OCTOBER 2023

Lead Worship 
email: Music@gave.org 

or 

Share your 4th Day Story 
email: Info@gsve.org

Volunteer to help at a Gathering



UPCOMING EVENTS '23

Sign up for the 72 hour Prayer Vigil, Housekeeping, and Kitchen Help 
GSVE.org

OCTOBER 2023

 

2023 Walks  

Oct 12-15 Men’s Walk #44 

 Lay Director - Jamie Rout
 

W H O  A R E  Y O U  S P O N S O R I N G ?  T I M E  I S  N O W  T O  B E  P R A Y I N G  A N D  T A L K I N G

U P  Y O U R  E M M A U S  E X P E R I E N C E  W I T H  T H O S E  T H A T  G O D  H A S  P U T  O N  Y O U R

M I N D  A N D  I N  Y O U R  P A T H .  B O T H  P I L G R I M  A N D  S P O N S O R  F O R M S  A R E

O N L I N E  A T  G S V E . O R G .  W H A T ’ S  K E E P I N G  Y O U ?  G E T  I T  D O N E .  

 

October Gathering  

Oct 19, 2023

 Welcome Men’s Walk #44 
 

https://gsve.org/sponsor-form
https://gsve.org/sponsor-form
https://gsve.org/sponsor-form


2023 GSVE BOARD

Executive Committee
Community Lay Director - Lana McGrath  .............communityld@gsve.org
Vice Chair - Cindy Moody ..................................................vicechair@gsve.org
Secretary - Bill Lee  ............................................................secretary@gsve.org    
Treasurer - Gary Jordan ....................................................treasurer@gsve.org

Clergy
Community Spiritual Director - Dave Burris ........ communitysd@gsve.org
Clergy - Mark Gray ............................................................ mark.gray@gsve.org
Clergy - Open
Clergy - Open

Registrar - David Strickland, Linda Jones ........................registrar@gsve.org
Purchasing - Joshua Ruggles .........................................purchasing@gsve.org
Team Selection - Amy Grand ...................................teamselection@gsve.org
Music - John Manasco, Sue Kelly ...........................................music@gsve.org
Agape - Cindy Moody ...............................................................agape@gsve.org  
Housekeeping - Jeff Brammer ..................................housekeeping@gsve.org
Kitchen - Karen Edmonson ....................................................kitchen@gsve.org
Sponsorship - Jason Moody ........................................sponsorship@gsve.org
Social/Outreach - OPEN .....................................................outreach@gsve.org
Leadership - Jerry Kunz ...................................................leadership@gsve.org
Community Trainer - Mike Matheney ..............communitytrainer@gsve.org

Chrysalis Reps - Kris Liles, Rochelle Barney....................chrysalis@gsve.org 

VISIT GSVE.ORG to sign up TODAY!

OCTOBER 2023

W E  N E E D  L O T S  O F  H E L P  F R O M  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  D U R I N G  T H E

W A L K  W E E K E N D S .   V O L U N T E E R I N G  I S  T H E  M O S T  I M P O R T A N T

W A Y  F O R  T H E  B O A R D  T O  S E E  W H O  I S  I N T E R E S T E D  I N

S E R V I N G  O N  A  T E A M  I N  T H E  F U T U R E !   G O  T O  G S V E . O R G  T O

S I G N  U P



F O L L O W  U S
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JUST FOR LAUGHS...

VISIT GSVE.ORG to sign up TODAY!

OCTOBER 2023


