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SONG AND INTRO
ACT I

FADE IN
WE HEAR THE SUBTLE HUM OF THE STATIONS HEATER FOR FIVE OR SIX SECONDS, AND THEN THE DISTINCT SOUND OF A DIGITAL ALARM CLOCK GOING OFF. THE SOUND OF A WOMAN WHO ISN’T READY TO WAKE UP.

					KENDRA
				[GROGY]
		Sweetie please! Turn off your alarm! 

ALARM CONTINUES

					KEDNRA
		Bass! Can you… 

RUFFLING OF SHEETS

					KENDRA
		Oh Damn it. 

ALARM CLOCK IS SHUT OFF. THE DIGITAL RECORDER IS PICKED UP.

KENDRA
and he forgot his recorder.  AGAIN! God he’s lucky he’s so cute, cause otherwise he’d probably forget that too! 

MORE RUFFLING OF SHEETS. WE HEAR THE DIAL TONE OF THE SPEAKERPHONE AND FOUR TONE EXTENSION. PHONE RINGS ONCE THEN VM

					BASS
				[VOICEMAIL]
Hello this is Supervisory Deputy Marshal Bass Marlow. Today is May 9th, 2023, and today I’ll be 
In the arches on business. Please leave a message or if an emergency, please contact me on talkgroup 4. 

BEEEEEEEP




KENDRA
[GROGY]
Sweetheart, you left your recorder. You also left your alarm on during my day off, waiting for the test results.  So, you owe me Kansas! This evening, its lady’s choice, and I’m not talking about the movie!  I’ll bring the recorder to lunch, and you can pick it up there.

DISCONNECT BUTTON AND ANOTHER DIAL TONE. SEVEN BUTTON TONES.  ENTRY INTO THE VOICEMAIL SYSTEM FOR THE STATION. 

			THOMAS: THE VOICEMAIL SYSTEM
Well, Hello, and Welcome to the Amundsen Scott Voicemail system! Please enter your extension.

FOUR TONES

			THOMAS: THE VOICEMAIL SYSTEM
Thanks! Now please enter your passcode.

FOUR TONES

			THOMAS THE VOICEMAIL SYSTEM
Oh boy! You have [DIFFERENT] three [BACK TO EXCITED]Messages! Message one! 

			GEETA ON VOICEMAIL
Hello Doctor Jennings. I hope you are feeling better. I wanted to let you know the Keck has voiced another word. Same repeating cadence, three times with a confidence level of 98.9 percent.  The word is…”Breh-Fos.”

I’ll also call the Deputy Marshal to let him know as well.  We all miss you in the lab and hope to see you soon. 

TWO TONES

THOMAS: THE VOICEMAIL SYSTEM
Deleted! Hold on for your second message! 





						JOVAC ON VOICEMAIL
Hello?  Hello! You have to speak up young lady, the phone connections aren’t the best down here. Gosh, I hope this is Q.V.C. and not one of those Nigerian princes again.  Okay..yes, yes I’d like to order one of those HoMedics Gal Ultrasonic Top Fill Humidifiers!  Gets awful dry down here you know. Item number V84538. My credit card number is 401..

TWO TONES

THOMAS: THE VOICEMAIL SYSTEM
Deleted! Hold on for your THIRD message! 

						KATHERINE
					[VOICEMAIL]
Morning Kendra. I know you took today off for the testing and results.  Just a reminder to be down here by 9AM so we can make the communications window later today. We have everything set up with John Hopkins in Baltimore and three of their best technicians standing by. 

We’ll go ahead and get the final samples from you then and I’ll have them run in parallel. Don’t forgot to continue fasting until you come in. Only water or black coffee, but none of the hash browns or eggs Ms. Alice is cooking this morning. 

GAGGING SOUNDS. FOOTSTEPS TO THE DOOR AND RUNNING DOWN THE HALL. 

			KATHERINE
Alright then. 9AM sharp. Oh, and normally I wouldn’t be able to say anything, but the Deputy said I had his permission, so just letting you know his was the last test for you lot and his came back negative. So, let’s get you in and make it negative across the board. Ta! Take it handy. 

	BEGIN FADE OUT





						THOMAS: THE VOICEMAIL SYSTEM
I’d be happy to replay that message if you want, just hit two. If you want me to delete it, please push 3. I’ll also forward your message, sure no problem at all…just push 4. 

ACT II

INSIDE OF THE GALLEY. ONLY THE MUSIC AND THE SOUND OF THE KITCHEN STAFF CLEANING. WE HEAR THE LONLEY SOUND OF A TEACUP BEING PLACED DOWN ON A SAUCER.  THE SQUEEK OF A JANITOR’S CART APPROACHES.

					MIKHAIL
Ah little church mouse! I have not seen you in the age of a dog. How have you been doing?

			KENDRA
		[HALF DISTRACTED]
Morning Mikhail. Good to see you too.  I’m okay, just enjoying some tea and oatmeal now that…that I’m able to? 

			MIKHAIL
Iz-vee-NEE Church mouse, Mikhail does not understand.  Did you not like the oatmeals before?

			KENDRA
Huh? No no, I just…I had to take some blood tests this morning so I couldn’t eat anything until afterwards. But even now..I’m not very hungry. Just nervous. 

			MIKHAIL
Sound very serious. I will sits and chat with you for a bit. Give Russian comfort and support [PATS POCKETS] I’d also offer cheer, but I left flask of vodka in my Berth this morning. So…everything is okay with your healths?

			KENDRA
I’m…that’s why I took the test this morning, to make sure I’m alright. I’ve been not feeling, well myself for the past few weeks. This is just making sure it’s not….serious.
			MIKHAIL
I see. [CONSIDERS] Mikhail has noticed over past few months, you and Tovarich have become very serious.  Not…the lovey dovey serious, but in your behaviors around station serious. Very uh…how saying goes…weight of world is on your back?

			KENDRA
That’s certainly the truth. The winter season starting, Bass’ nomination and judicial hearings. Troubles back in the United States. My Mother coming down here. It’s just one problem after another after another! Plus…[REMEMBERS WHERE SHE IS] other things weighing on my mind. 

			MIKHAIL
That is a lot of weight Church mouse! You are correct. If uh….you don’t mind me saying…Mikhail also knows you, Tovarich, Puppet-man, Tobias…many others have shhhhhhhh [LOWER VOICE]secret mission! 

			KENDRA
Secret Mission?

			MIKHAIL
Meh! Everybody forgets janitors get around station quite a bit.  Eh, Mikhails sees you all heading out in strange direction to ice several times. IS…is no things to worry about, Mikhail is from Russian remember. We know when to keep mouth shut so no late night visits from K.G.B! 

You all no doubts trying be the good guys sneaking around, keeping secrets and helping how you can…[REALISES] like Heroes of Hogan! 

			KENDRA
I don’t know this one Mikhail. 

			MIKHAIL
Heroes of Hogan!  It is about American’s who are captured by the Germans in World War two, the sequel.  There are in the gulags until war is over, but…what Germans do not know, is this is exactly where they want to be! 
			KENDRA
In an enemy prison camp? Sounds horrible.

			MIKHAIL
Neyt Church mouse.  They have whole eh…the under the grounds operation in camps. This is no just a twisting of words either…they dig tunnels, have secret rooms under the camp. They help others who are captured to escape and foil many of the German war plans by sneaking into the towns. 

Colonel Hogans and his mens actually ruin so many enemy plans that American’s WANT them to stay where they are.  They are vital for good of war effort. 

What they do not think about, was weight of this activity they were being asked to do. So much responsibility and information to pass onto the allies. It was very tricky as they also must to be making sure they do not get Colonel eye glass or Sargent funny man sent to Russian front. Germans were very scared of our front! 

Hogan and the heroes knew what they were doing was very dangerous. If they were discovered it would be very bad for them. They would probably be shot; was VERY big risk they were takings. This…THIS is what truly makes them the heroes. Despite the danger, despite all the risks…they knew they were only soldiers in the right places and also right times.  They knew they could do so much good for their country. 

If they did nothing and just wait for war to be over, who knows if it would be their side that won? In many ways I like to think you American’s won World Wars two; the sequel…. BECAUSE of Hogan’s men.

Is like saying my dear dadeu tells me he makes up one time. Heavy is the head that wears the many government secrets crown! 



			KENDRA
I’m not sure that translates properly. So, this…Colonel Hogan…did he ever get caught with his secrets and hidden tunnels? 

			MIKHAIL
Oh, several times, the eye glass colonel and sergeant funny man almost found out.  The Gestapo came really close one time: but neyt.  They were successful until end of the show.  

You too, you and these heroes. You all are in the rights places and the right times. Mikhail does not know what secrets and hidden tunnels you have here, but …I am willing to bet that if you did nothing, with whatever you knows is happeneing…you too would not be comfortable with that. 

KENDRA TAKES DEEP BREATH

						KENDRA
No.  You’re right Mikhail. I don’t think I would be.  That helps.  I appreciate your input as per usual. 

			MIKHAIL
Meh! This is what I do little church mouse.  I keep station clean as whistles! I try to write haiku poems to change the world, and I remind all the smarty-pants of highest form of American contribution to art. The comedy television situation show.  [CLEAR THROATS] With that…Mikhail must check traps he set in the bathrooms.  I may be onto the track of the poop-bandit.

			KENDRA
Eww. Now I think I’m done with my oatmeal!  Good luck with your hunt. 

JANITOR CART SQUEEKING AWAY.

			MIKHAIL
I see nothing! I hear nothing! I know nothing! 

	HEALS APPROACHING

						LLA 
How we doin' over here, Doctor Jennings?

KENDRA
I’m alright Ms. Alice.  How are you this morning?

LLA 
Ah, can’t complain, ya know. Could always be worse! Something wrong with yer oatmeal there?

KENDRA
Oh, no it tasted fine. Stomach is just in knots today I think. 

LLA
Well, cripes almighty! somethin' tells me you've been droppin' a few pounds, though. Yer already just a tiny thing, ya know. I sure hope if yer tryin' ta slim down, yer bein' careful 'bout it!

			KENDRA
No. No not that. I’m…I must just have a bug I’m working through. 

			LLA
Well, I hope it’s not catching! Can’t afford to be down at all. Not with Midwinter coming up in a few weeks there. 

			KENDRA
Funny enough, Doctor Timms assured me this can’t be transmitted person to person. You’re safe. 

THREE BEAT

			LLA
Well, if I wasn't a little concerned before, gosh darn it, now I'm sure worried. Saw Mikhail was just here talkin' ta ya. He usually turns frowns right-side-up quick. Guess even his charm ain't workin' today, huh?

DEEP BREATH AND GROAN AS SHE SITS DOWN. 



			LLA
Whoooo Uff da! I forget I’m not getting any younger. Need to be sitting down more suppose. 

			KENDRA
That just might be why this was always one of the most comfortable places for me when I was still struggling with the social anxiety.  Some times…well, a lot of times…I miss hearing people talk proper.  Like back home in Minnesota. 

			LLA 
Ya know, I always meant ta ask ya 'bout that. Where exactly back home ya from again?

			KENDRA
Well, technically I was born in Oregon while my mother and dad were on a speaking circuit for universities. 

Our home where I was raised until leaving for college was in Worthington, right by Lake Okabena near the Iowa border. 
 
			LLA
Ohh! A Southee-gal then! I can’t say I know Worthington thou.  I came from Redwood Falls. But I guess no matter where you come from in Minnesota, they saying is always the same…We don’t have mosquitoes…


LLA				KENDRA
  		 we’ve got state birds! 

BOTH CHUCKLE

			LLA
So, what happened to your accent then?







			KENDRA
Ugh! My Mother happened. She was [IMPRESSION OF MAGDA] always a prim and proper lady of fine breeding and education. From only the best stock of Cambridge! [BACK TO KENDRA] Honestly she didn’t care for any of the American dialects. Tried to put me and my siblings into private schools to learn proper vocabulary.  When I get mad…like…really flustered or angry, the Minnesotan comes back. Just ask Bass! 

			LLA
Oh, I darn tootin’ believe it! About the accent coming back more than you getting all worked up there. You’re just the sweetest little angel. 

			KENDRA
Aw, thank you Ms. Alice, but it does happen. I promise. 

LLA
Ya don’t say! So, what is it ya miss most from back home then?

			KENDRA
[DEEP BREATH OUT] Wow, that’s tough.  Well, I loved the fairs. Getting up early on Saturday, driving the three hours to Saint Paul. Any trip to the big city was a treat! Our big bother would take us around to all the rides and we get all the candies we could ever want.  Then…the ride home…I remember the sky being soooo clear. Once you hit 90 west and be between the towns, you could really start to see the galaxy.  I think it was really one of the first times I knew I wanted to learn everything there was about it. 

			LLA 
Okay, moment of truth: Casserole or hotdish?

			KENDRA
Oh hotdish! 

			LLA
Duck, Duck…

			KENDRA
Gray duck! 

			LLA
If ya went on down to the bar and grill what would ya play?

			KENDRA
Oh I never went to the bars back home; I was way too shy. But I remember one time my brother Devin won a hundred dollars playing pull tabs! 	

LLA 
If yer talkin' pop, what's yer flavor?

KENDRA 
					[ACCENT SLIPS BACK IN W/O HER KNOWING]
Well Ya know, I never turn down a cold root beer—unless it's winter, then it's hot chocolate.

LLA 
There’s our gal! Knew we could get ya to sneak it out. That's about right!

FROM BACK BEHIND THE COUNTER

SANDRA
Alice!  Need a hand please.

			LLA
Okay then. Time to head out I s’pose. I need to run so we can get lunch ready here shortly. If you want to stick around, I’ll make ya a juicy-lucy! Not on the menu but it’s a horse apiece. 

			KENDRA
I really appreciate that Ms. Alice, but I have an appointment I need to get to shortly. I’d like to take a walk on the treadmill before that. Maybe later?

	CHAIR SCOOTS BACK

						LLA
			Okay then. Keep ‘er between the ditches! 

	FADE OUT AS WE HEAR FOOTSTEPS DOWN THE HALL.
ACT III

FOOTSTEPS DOWN THE HALLWAY AND ENTERING INTO THE GERBIL GYM.  WE HEAR ONE OF THE TREDMILLS ALREADY IN USE AND AT A JOGGING PACE. LAME ASS, OLD SCHOOL BRITISH GOTH MUSIC PLAYING IN THE BACKGROUND. KENDRA WALKS UP TO THE OTHER TREDMILL AND TURNS IN ON. 

					JOYCLYN
Oh brilliant, just what was missing from my day. A visit from a member of the goodie two-shoes brigade! S’matter luv? Afraid you’re putting on too many stones after eating all six of those crackers you call dinner? 

			KENDRA
I have a few minutes to waste. Besides, I like walking. It helps my mind to focus. Helps me think and get centered.  Also increases my memory, such as how I never fully thanked you for your involvement in having my mother sent down here for a few weeks. 

			JOYCLYN
Oh, you are quite welcome! Just sad the old gal couldn’t stay longer. Had both you and Marshmellow positively on edge!

	TWO BEAT AS KENDRA CONTEMPLATES SOMETHING

KENDRA
You and I haven’t talked. I mean like; not at all since I first met you the day after you arrived at the dinner. My boyfriend has some, well obviously very strong opinions in regard to you but…can I ask you a question?

JOYCLYN
Oh, this should be good for a laugh! Go ahead. 

			KENDRA
Are you happy?

			JOYCLYN
		[NOT WHAT SHE EXPECTED]
Am I what?

			KENDRA
It’s a simple question. Are you happy? Not very many people see you on station.  Those few who do always say you sit alone. In the gally, at Reno’s bar, during movie nights.  You sit by yourself with an air of ‘don’t get too close’ to me around you. 

			JOYCLYN
		[HONESTLY NOT SURE HOW TO ANSWER]
I don’t want to pal around and have nothing in common with any of you lot. I’m here to do a job, not establish…social connections. 

			KENDRA
I remember when I was younger. In my late teens how all I wanted..no…wanted isn’t correct. All I could deal with was being introverted. I’d look around and see others involved in conversations. Laughing and carrying on. They always looked so happy and content.  I couldn’t have that because of my anxiety. I thought I just wasn’t wired to be like that, and a solitary life was what I was meant for. 

It wasn’t until many years later I figured out that interaction and friendship wasn’t impossible for me to have, just more difficult than for others. It wasn’t because I couldn’t do it, but because I was forbidding myself to leave what was then, my own comfort zone. 

Like it was for me, I think it’s the same for you.  Isolation is a choice, not a condition. It never has to be strictly that. 

			JOYCLYN
What in the bloody hell are you on about? Are you honestly presuming to know me? Doctor? 

			KENDRA
I think it’s more about relating than knowing, really.  No, I’m not saying I know who you are and what motivates you, but it doesn’t take a scientist to make proper observations and identify patterns. 

			JOYCLYN
I really need to invest in air pods for when I’m in here! 

			KENDRA
I get it. I promise you I do. You’re obviously a very…intense individual. Professional, dedicated, serious about what she does. Motivated and goal oriented. All very great things to be. However, at the end of the day, what is it all for?  Long term? What is the plan? What about …love?

			JOYCLYN
		[NOW AMUSED]
Love? Oh doctor! Give me a detachable shower head and proper water pressure and I can have that covered just fine. 

			KENDRA
		[AMUSED]
[chuckle] I’m not talking about strictly sex. I’m talking about love. Finding someone. Some woman, or man, or person to call your own?  Someone to tell all your woes to. Grow old with. Watch stupid legal procedural television together and experience sunsets.

			JOYCLYN
No.  Not for me. 

			KENDRA
Is that the choice that you’ve determined is the right one for you or is that a corner your life has painted itself into?  

			JOYCLYN
One doesn’t always need a life-partner to be..complete… [SERIOUSLY GETTING PISSED OFF] Look, why are we even having this conversation again?  






			KENDRA
Like I said. I don’t really know you. I know what Bass has told me about you but that is all it is. What *he* knows of you.  Look, if there is anything I’ve learned recently…it’s that tomorrow is not promised to anybody. So much of my life was spent alone because I thought that was all that was possible. I didn’t even try to look at alternatives. I can’t get those years, that decade and then some back. 

You have what…10 years on me? How long have you been putting everything else first and you last, and is that truly, REALLY what you want and is what’s right for you.  Are you happy? 

			JOYCLYN
		[GLIMMER OF CONCERN FOR ANOTHER]
Are you alright?

			KENDRA
What?  No. I mean yes. Just…[DEEP BREATH] a lot on my mind these days, but that’s not what we’re talking about.  This is about you. 

WATCH ALARM BEEPS. BOTTON ON TREADMILL IS PUSHED AND THE TREDS SLOW TO A STOP.

					KENDRA
Need to head to my appointment.  Thanks for the chat.  

GRAB RECORDER AND FOOTSTEPS TOWARDS DOOR

			KENDRA
You know, if you ever want somebody to talk to…

			JOYCLYN
		[CUTS HER OFF, CURT]
Yeah. Thanks. Absolutely will keep that in mind. 

			KENDRA
Okay then.

FADE OUT AS KENDRA WALKS OUT THE DOOR
 

ACT IV

	FADE IN
SYDNEY’S OFFICE. SESSION IN PROGRESS

					SYDNEY
…so, it’s then only natural that you be having these thoughts and more acutely given the last week. How’s that been going by the way?

			KENDRA
The last week? [DEEP EXHALE]I feel like I’ve had almost every single emotion that exists. Sadness, depression, anger, resentment, fear. LOTS of fear! 

			SYDNEY
All very powerful and very dark emotions to have, especially one after another.  How have you been coping with all those? 

			KENDRA
I tried throwing myself into my work for the first day or two. That was a miserable failure.  Try as I might to keep my mind occupied, soon enough the dark and bad scenarios, worst-case type of scenarios would start to sneak into my head.  I was making too many mistakes, so I spoke with Doctor Jovac and Zeke, and they agreed to give me the rest of the week off.  Zeke got it immediately; and I’m sure he still feels guilty, so he didn’t need convincing.

Doctor Jovac…once I got him to focus and stop talking about how he never knew tomatoes were a fruit and not a vegetable, he gave me the leave as well. I told him I was sick.  He told me to avoid vegetable juice as it had misleading ingredients.  

After I had the time, I’ve been sleeping in really late. Not really eating all that much. Always tired and been having stress induced nausea, or from the Q fever nausea.



			
MIND READ
Mind read

			SYDNEY
I imagine every day feels like its own separate battle. What’s been the hardest part?

KENDRA OPENS HER MOUTH THEN CLOSES IT, SHAKING HER HEAD

KENDRA 
It depends on the hour. Mornings are the worst. Waking up, those first few seconds when I forget. And then it all crashes back in. The waiting. The not knowing. The… inevitability of it. Then there’s the rest of the day, where I get to sit and watch the world move on, knowing my life is stuck on pause until those damn results come back.

SYDNEY 
So, you feel trapped?

KENDRA
Yeah. Yeah, I do. Everyone else got their answers. They’re fine. They’re free. And I’m just… here. Holding my breath.

SYDNEY 
That’s a lot of weight to carry alone.

KENDRA 
I’m not alone. Not physically, at least. Bass has made sure of that.

SYDNEY 
How’s that been?

HUFFS OUT A TIRED LAUGH

KENDRA 
He’s been… incredible. More than I could have ever asked for. But also, completely insufferable.



SYDNEY 
[CONFUSED]
Insufferable? How exactly?

KENDRA 
It’s the hovering, Sydney! The constant, watchful presence. At first, it was a relief. Like I could lean on him, and he wouldn’t let me fall. But then I started realizing—I couldn’t breathe. Every time I turned around, he was there, ready to do whatever he thought I needed before I even knew I needed it. His heart is in the right place Sydney. I know that, but still….Grrrrrrrrrr! 

SYDNEY 
That sounds like someone who cares a great deal.

KENDRA 
Oh, he does. He really does. And that’s why I had to make him leave today. Told him to go do his job, to take a break from babysitting me. He fought me on it, of course. But he went.

SYDNEY 
And how do you feel, now that he’s gone for the day?

EXHALES, LOOKS UP AT CEILING FOR A FEW MOMENTS

KENDRA 
Guilty. Relieved. Both at the same time, I guess. I mean…I love that man, Sydney, I do. But I needed the space. Just a little bit of time to sit with my own thoughts without him trying to shield me from them.

SYDNEY 
That’s understandable. It’s okay to need both comfort and space. They aren’t mutually exclusive.







KENDRA 
[BIT OF REGRET]
Yesterday was the breaking point. I snapped at him. Told him I didn’t want dinner, that I wasn’t hungry. And he just… looked at me for a long second, then left. I thought maybe I’d finally pushed him too far. But twenty minutes later, he came back with grilled cheese and tomato soup.

	TWO BEAT

KENDRA 
I told him that over a year ago, in passing. That it was my favorite comfort food. That whenever I was a child, way up until a teenager. When I got so upset and everything was overwhelming, my father would go make and bring me grilled cheese and soup. And Bass remembered that.

KENDRA 
[CHUCKLE] Love…… is a grilled cheese sandwich and tomato soup brought to you when you need it without having to ask. [PAUSE] It was at that exact moment, I knew…… Every fiber of my being told me.  I was going to marry that man.

	SITS NOTEBOOK DOWN

SYDNEY 
That’s a beautiful realization.

KENDRA 
Yeah. Yeah, it is.

SYDNEY 
And yet, you sent him away today.

KENDRA 
Because I needed to. Because even with all that love, I need to handle some of this alone. That’s healthy, right?

SYDNEY 
Absolutely! Love isn’t just about presence; it’s about trust. Trusting that he’ll be there when you need him but also trusting yourself to stand on your own when you need to.
			KENDRA
		[REASSURED]
Exactly! Exactly that!!!! I’ve told him that several times, I think it may actually be sinking in.

			SYDNEY
Bass is a protector. At work, on station, in his life. He comes from a long line of protectors. It’s what he is trained to do and conditioned to react. It’s like how you look at information mostly from a scientific prospective.  Through the lens’ of logic, of research and study. 

			KENDRA
You’re saying I’m analytic and Bass is emotional?

			SYDNEY
Eh, as with everything else out there… it’s how you take it all in. I’d prefer to say…you lead with your mind, and he leads with his heart.  Opposites attract. It’s a tale as old as time! 

	MIND READ
	Mind read

			SYDNEY
		[CURIOUS AGAIN]
You’re really nervous about the test results, and that’s okay too…natural even; but there are as many positive emotions to apply as the negative ones you mentioned before.

			KENDRA
I’ll never get used to you doing that Sydney. It’s eerie sometimes.   Reading my mind. 

			SYDNEY
Listening to your thoughts. Not the same thing.








			KENDRA
Still! Positive stuff.  Yes…I know. There is a cure, if it’s acute then, simple medications we have here on station will resolve the infection. Even if it’s chronic we can still treat it and given infection, at worse is still only a few months old. Statistically speaking, Katherine said the chances of being chronic are remote…but.

			SYDNEY
It’s still a scary place to be in. I don’t need to be a mind listener to pick up on that one. Would it make you feel any better to know that all the rest of us felt that exact same way? That I felt that exact same way? 

			KENDRA
A bit. I think it’s the more overarching effect, the one I wasn’t expecting. 

			SYDNEY
What is that?

			KENDRA
Questioning my own mortality. 

			SYDNEY
It’s a scary thing. Sooner or later we all reach the point where we know we aren’t getting any younger.  The days we have in front are less than the ones in the rear-view.  Mind me asking you how old you are Kendra? I mean, yes I was at your birthday dinner last month, but I didn’t want to be rude. 

			KENDRA
34.

			SYDNEY
Given the current lifespan of a woman in this day and age, 80-85 years, it’s a bit early to be contemplating your own mortality. So naturally this situation could only make you rush that need to look internally.  I bet that’s been the number one thing occupying your mind.  Well maybe number two. 

			KENDRA
That and the Q fever.

			SYDNEY
Look. Our time is almost up here. When did Doctor Timms say she would have the results? 

			KENDRA
Um, in a little bit over an hour. 

			SYDNEY
May I make a recommendation?  A request?

			KENDRA
Of course, Sydney, I trust you very much. 

			SYDNEY
Get the results, and let me arrange to have the others gathered in the galley so you can share them with us? Just like we did with one another. 
Don’t have Bass with you when you get them. Continue to stand on your own for this until afterwards.  We’ll either celebrate together, or we’ll be there to support you.  I’d be happy to make those arrangements. 

			KENDRA
I’d like that. Thank you. 

			SYDNEY
And for that hour until the results are in…go to Reno’s and get a drink and some pub food. I can hear stomachs as well as thoughts and yours tells me you need something in there!

KENDRA
[LAUGH, BIG SMILE]
That sounds like a great idea. Thank you Sydney.  Hug? 

			SYDNEY
Hey, I never turn down a big hug! Of course!  You hang in there, Kendra. You’re going to get through this too. 

FADE OUT. 

ACT V	

	FADE IN
RENO’S PLACE. COUNTRY MUSIC AND A FEW PATRONS. KENDRA IS AT THE BAR. 	

HEAVY FOOTSTEPS APPROACH THE RECORDER

					RENO
Here ya go sweetheart.  Club sandwich and a Coca-Cola. WOW! You devoured those pretzels! Told you they were good didn’t I.  

KENDRA
You know Reno, I just realized you may be the only one on this station, other than Bass who calls me Sweetheart and I never really noticed until now.  Normally that would drive me up a wall. From you…seems almost…

					RENO
Grandfatherly?  Yeah…I….I get that quite a bit as you might guess. Young Fella, Sweetheart, ‘Mixxie-bit’ for Mix Webster. When you get to be my age…it never comes out sounding like a put-down, or like I’m patronizing. You know…every single one of you down here are like my grandkids! 

			KENDRA
		[MOUTH FULL OF CLUB SAMMIE]
What about Doctor Waynewright? 

			RENO
		[JOKINGLY]
You know…every single one of you except Lawrance are like my grandkids! 

			KENDRA
		[LAUGHS, COVERS HER MOUTH WITH NAPKIN]
Reno…not while I’m eating! 

			RENO
Sorry, sorry. My comedic timing isn’t what it used to be! 

			KENDRA
		[LAUGHING, WIPING MOUTH]
Don’t want to choke before I get the test …[REALIZES SHE JUST SLIPPED] …results. 

			RENO
		[LEANS IN SO AS TO KEEP PRIVACY]
Test results? I’m sorry to hear that. There has been rumors going around of some worries in medical. I didn’t realize they were talking about you.  You alright?

			KENDRA
Well, that is the big question I’m dealing with. Am I?  Thankfully I should know shortly. 

			RENO
		[CONCERN]
Is there….is there anything I can do?

			KENDRA
No Reno. I don’t think so.  But thank you for offering. I’ll know more about what’s going on in just under an hour. 

			RENO
Notice you have the Marshal’s recorder there with ya.  He leave it behind again?  How many times now is it this season?

			KENDRA
That I’m aware of?  Seven.  I should have you get him one of those bungee cords we can have him attach to it and tie it off to his belt. 

			RENO
We have office pools on everything else around here.  Maybe I talk to Thomas and get us a pool going on the next day he leaves it somewhere and where! 

TWO BEAT AS KENDRA TAKES ANOTHER BITE
			
					RENO
Speaking of…how’s the newest Marshal of the United States doing? Haven’t seen in in the last few weeks.
			KENDRA
The vote from the Senate isn’t for another few weeks, so not officially a Marshal just yet. [CHUCKLE] He doesn’t like to show it…but he’s really not comfortable with the amount of press he’s getting back in the world.  That stunt by Franklin, necessary as it was certainly didn’t help.  The renewed calls for ethics investigations on many of the Senators in the Judicial committee is also being attributed to him. 

			RENO
[SNAP FINGER] That’s right! I heard about that on ICE-FM news.  How they’re saying the Ice Sheriff is now America’s Sheriff. He’s putting notice out against crime and corruption from street thugs to crooked government politicians. 

					KENDRA
				[FINISHING BITE]
Oh, please don’t let him hear you say that! He feels he has enough targets on him as it is.  This is just additional ammunition for detractors. 

			RENO
I understand. He’s a very humble young fella. Don’t want to embarrass him.  

WIPING DOWN COUNTER

					RENO
Wow! You must have really been hungry! You’re devouring that sandwich.

			KENDRA
Stress eating I guess.  [PONDERS AS SHE FINISHES]
Reno…do you ever worry about your health? 

HEARTY LAUGH FROM RENO	






					RENO
Young lady, I just had my eighty-first birthday not so long ago. The whole reason I’m running this bar now as opposed to hauling cargo out on the ice is because of exactly that!  Zeke was worried all that exertion and cold weather was going to make me keel over. Oh, it’s VERY safe to say, not a day goes by for me where I’m NOT thinking about my health. 

			KENDRA
		[SHOCKED]
EIGHTY-ONE?!?! I thought for sure you were just about to hit your 70’s? 

			RENO
Well now that may just be the nicest compliment I’ve received…in a very long time! Thank you for that.  Nope, I’m officially in the octogenarian club now. 

			KENDRA
Don’t you want to retire? You certainly have earned it!  
			
			RENO
Well with all due respect missy, I don’t agree that I have. Take it from an old-timer. There comes a day when you want to start weighing the good deeds you’ve done with…well the not so good. For me, that scale is still tipped in the wrong direction for my liking. Plus…this place is my home. I don’t have any other. 

			KENDRA
I could have sworn Bass mentioned something one time about a daughter?  A Grandson?

			RENO
Oh absolutely, I’ve really connected with them since the Marshal got here and I chat with them once a week over the videophone. [BIT OF REGRET] But, they have their lives; don’t need some old coot upending their apple carts! 


No, I go back there I’d be an old man in an apartment somewhere with nobody I know.  Eh...that's day dreamin’.  Best to keep my mind focus on the here. The now! 

PA SYSTEM CHIME

			CHERYL-LYNN 
Doctor Jennings, please report to medical. Doctor Timms office. [WORRIED] Oh lord…Firefighter Fred said something last week about him having the Gout! I hope it ain’t catching around none. Nasty business that Gout!  Sashay your little caboose over to medical Doctor Jennings.  Thank youuuuuuuu.

PA SYSTEM CHIME OFF

					KENDRA
		Well, guess this is it.  Wish me luck Reno. 

					RENO
Best of luck sweetheart! Keep positive and things will work themselves out.

					KENDRA
		How much is the bill?

					RENO
Oh…you don’t worry about that now. This one is on the house.  All I ask…is you pop in later on and just let me know…everything is truly alright. Please!

					KENDRA
		Thanks Reno. I will.  Promise. 

RECORDER PICKED UP AND FADE OUT WITH FOOTSTEPS RUSHING OUT THE DOOR. 








ACT VI

FADE IN. CLUB MED. TENSE, SAD MUSIC. INSIDE OF KATHERINE’S OFFICE. WE’RE JOINING LATE IN THE TEST RESULTS REVEAL.

					KATHERINE
…But it wasn’t until cross confirmation from John Hopkins came back that we could confirm 100%.

			KENDRA
		[IN SHOCK, MONOTONE]
I see. 

THREE BEAT. REALLY DRAW THIS OUT FOR MAXIMUM EFFECT

					KATHERINE
Kendra. I know…this is a lot of news I’m giving you all at once.  Are you sure you don’t want me to call Bass in?	

			KENDRA
		[IN SHOCK, MONOTONE]
		No Kat . . . Please don’t.

					KATHERINE
Alright. If that’s what you want.  Then I need you to really focus on what I’m about to say.  In almost all circumstances, the doctor-patient confidentiality arrangement applies. However, in situations…situations exactly like this one, I’m duty bound to report the results to the N.S.F.

KENDRA
[IN SHOCK, MONOTONE]
		Uh-huh

			KATHERINE
Given the serious nature, the implications of all of this…I’m sorry Kendra. I hope you can understand.  I have to notify them and give my strongest medical recommendation that we evacuate you off station once the winter season passes and transport is possible. 



KENDRA
[IN SHOCK, MONOTONE]
		Uh-huh

			KATHERINE
Are you with me lass? Kendra? What did I just inform you of?

THREE BEAT. REALLY DRAWL THIS OUT FOR MAXIMUM EFFECT

			KENDRA
[IN SHOCK, MONOTONE]
What?

THREE BEAT. REALLY DRAWL THIS OUT FOR MAXIMUM EFFECT
PHONE HANDSET IS PICKED UP

					KATHERINE
		Okay. I’m calling the Marshal to come down here. 
	
KENDRA
[IN SHOCK, MONOTONE]
No.  No Kat, I’m alright.  You just told me, because of the positive result you have to notify the National Science Foundation. You are going to have me removed from Amundsen-Scott for medical reasons. I have to leave after winter is over.  I heard you it’s ….like you said…it’s a lot to digest all at once.  I’m okay. I promise you. Please hang up the line.  [PLEADING] Please?

PHONE HANDSET IS PUT BACK

			KATHERINE
Alright. Had me even more worried there for a moment. 

			KENDRA
[IN SHOCK, MONOTONE]
[DEEP BREATH] Just need to focus a second. Get centered a bit.  [DEEP BREATH]






			KATHERINE
You know…given where we are right now, me informing the NSF this moment, or a week from now isn’t going to make any difference.  Here is what I suggest, as your doctor. Go. I know all the lads are anxious to hear any news. Most of them called down asking several times for any update.  All your little rabble are on pins and needles. 

KENDRA
[IN SHOCK, MONOTONE]
I…I told them I’d head down to the galley after getting the results. They’re all literally right next door. It’s dinner time and they’re all gathered…together. I’d promise I’d stop by. I’ll tell them all at once. 

			KATHERINE
Hey now! Promises be damned! You do what YOU feel is right now that you know. Go tell them or just tell the Marshal first if you want. Zeke told me he pulled you off all duties until day after tomorrow. Take that time and adjust to all this. Tell everybody else afterwards if that is what you want to do. 

Then, after you’ve had a night’s sleep. Come back here in the morning and we’ll get your medical routine, and all monitoring set up for the rest of the Winter season. 

			KENDRA
[IN SHOCK, MONOTONE]
Thank you Katherine.  I appreciate it.  I’m going to head down to the galley now. Tell them. 

SHE STANDS, WALKS TO THE DOOR AND OPENS IT.

			KATHERINE
You call me darlin, if things get too overwhelming. I’m here and on duty day and night!

KENDRA
[IN SHOCK, MONOTONE]
		I will. 

DOOR CLOSES AND WE HEAR KENDRA CARRYING THE RECORDER DOWN THE HALL.  WE STAY WITH HER, WALKING DOWN THE HALL AND DIRECTLY INTO THE GALLEY. DINNER IS BEING SERVED. ALMOST ALL 40+ WINTEROVERS SEEM TO BE HERE AT ONCE.  SHE APPROACHES THE TABLE WITH THE BARN TEAM WHO STAND.

				THOMAS
Here she…[IMMEDIATE CONCERN AT SEEING KENDRA’S EXPRESSION] Oh no! 

			FRED
		[SAD, LOW VOICE]
Aw fuck me! 

FOOTSTEPS OVER
			BASS
		[NERVOUS/AFRAID/CONCERN ALL AT ONCE]
Oh sweetie. I’m so sorry. But we got this right! It’s curable! Katherine said that even in a chronic situation..

KENDRA
[IN SHOCK, MONOTONE]
Bass…

			BASS
[KEEPS GOING, IN ‘I’ll FIX EVERYTHING’ MODE]
That we have the antibiotics, right here on station and getting you immediately on a program of..
		
KENDRA
[IN SHOCK, MONOTONE]
Bass…

BASS
[KEEPS GOING, IN ‘I’ll FIX EVERYTHING’ MODE]
Twice daily medication we can most likely resolve everything before there is any permanent damage to your heart valves or




KENDRA
[RAISES VOICE, FIRM]
BASS!

THREE BEAT, BASS STOPS TALKING.

					KENDRA
		………………………This isn’t curable. 

THREE BEAT, PAUSE TO LET SINK IN. 

					ZEKE
				[CONFUSED]
The hell you mean not curable? Doc Timms was positive that Q-fever could be fully treated. Said…said [STRUGGLING TO REMEMBER, HE’S TOO UPSET] doxy something and hydro something..would do the trick. The fuck happened? I ain’t apologizing for that one lord! I prayed for good news! Where you at now, HUH?

			BASS
		[SO WORRIED NOW, LOW VOICE]
Kendra…..

			SYDNEY
		[TRYING TO HELP, BUT HE KNOWS]
Everybody, why don’t we let Kendra sit down and she can fully explain?  Okay?

			JOHNSON
		[HE KNOWS TOO]
So lemme get this straight—none of you brainy science types had a clue what was goin’ on? Didn’t notice what the dame with the doctorate was up to? Well, ain’t that a kick in the teeth. Guess that makes me the station’s top gumshoe, ‘cause I had it pegged weeks ago. And here I thought you folks were the smart ones

					BASS
				[ZERO TO HOMOCIDIAL IN 1 SECOND]
JOHNSON, I’M ABOUT TO KICK YOUR TEETH IN IF YOU DON’T…

			KENDRA
I tested negative for Q-fever. 
THREE BEAT

			THOMAS
Wait…I thought you said.

			KENDRA
[ANNOYED]
I didn’t say anything Thomas. Bass here just immediately jumped into protector mode … Look, can we please just sit like Sydney said?

EVERYBODY SITS
			CHRIS
		[BEING VERY CAREFUL]
Forgive me Doctor, I think we all just heard you say…not curable. 

			THOMAS
Yeah…I’m really confused now. I mean…YAY! No Q-fever, but then what [LIGHT BULB] oh. [BRIGHTER LIGHTBULB] OH!!!!! 

			JOHNSON
		[SURPRISED]
Seriously?  None of you mugs knew? 

MIND READ
Mind read

FROM ACROSS THE GALLEY, A TRAY FULL OF FOOD DROPS AND ALL BACKGROUND CONVERSASTION ENDS. TWO BEAT AND THEN WE HEAR FROM A DISTANCE.
					CHERYL LYNN
				[STERN, SERIOUS}
So… ya’ll don’t know this… But fairy godmothers can sniff stuff like this out a mile upwind in a hurricane and durin’ allergy season. Now… one of ya’ll ladies in here is in a family way! Has a little bun in her oven! You can either tell me which one of ya’ll it is, or……we can do this……. the hard way! 

THREE BEAT
			KENDRA
I’m pregnant. 

OUTRO AND SONG. 
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