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Dear Members and Friends,

Pandemics are no one's friend, and for an organization that depends on shared experiences of visitors,
members, and donors within our building, it has especially been hard. With shutdowns, social
distancing, and the public's concerns about venturing out into their own communities, our museum saw
a huge struggle and uphill battle to maintain our funding.   

But 2021 has shown that our community does indeed care about this museum. As our doors opened
back up and programming started, we saw that people began to return to our symposium series, our
newly established family programming, and we saw donors who see the value in what we're doing here
- not just preserving the history of the Palacios area, but building community as well - give to our
organization for one of our best years yet. 

Because of our donors and members, our doors were kept open when many small museums had to
close. Because of generous volunteers, we were able to begin holding children's and family
programming. And because of the dedication of our board, we have been able to begin construction on
our upstairs permanent exhibit - no small feat!

Was 2021 a challenging year? Absolutely. But it has also been one of the most inspiring years I believe
we've ever had. 

In gratitude,
Esmeralda Salinas
Board President 2021 

Fr
om

 th
e B

oa
rd

 P
re

sid
en

t



Our Visitors by the Numbers

1501
Total Number of Visitors 
Highest number on record!

65
Cities Represented 

20
States Represented 

2
Countries Represented



Family Programming by the Numbers

4
Children's Events 

3 
Family Events

~35
Families Served 

~60
Children Served 



Exhibitions
In an effort to begin diversifying our programming and
exhibits, we began our year with "Our Journey to Palacios:
The Vietnamese Immigration Story" which was on exhibit
from February 9th - May 21st.  

We also brought "Images of Valor: U.S. Latinos and
Latinas of WWII" which was on view from September
28th - October 22nd and drew people from all over the
area and south Texas. It was organized and funded
through Humanities Texas.



Programs
Our Guy and Colleen Claybourn Symposium Series started
back up late in the year with the Palacios Marine
Agricultural Research Center visiting us in November and
informing our residents about what they're doing and why
our bay is the perfect place for oyster farming. 

And in December, we brought Andy Shaffer to speak
with us about 17th century shipbuilding and his journey in
building model ships. It was a fascinating talk in which
we were happily surprised to be gifted with two model
ships: Triomphant, a 17th century ship built around the
time of La Belle, and the Texas Navy ship, Invincible,
which sailed along the Texas coast line. 



Permanent  Exhibit  Updates
Over the last year, we have also begun to shift our exhibits
around so that they are much more thematic, and Katie has
been diving into research to create more context for our
visitors. We have also added more Tidehaven paraphernalia
to our schools exhibit.

Our upstairs storage area is also in the process of being
cleaned up. We are finding lots of interesting things that we
didn't know we had, and deaccessioning objects as well. All
of this to make room for a proper storage area and our
upstairs exhibit space! 

20
Accessioned Objects including the piano from
the original Palacios Hotel (now Luther Hotel) 



Other Updates
It has been a long time coming, but we were finally able to
have a dehumidification system put in as well as replaced
one of our air conditioning units. Both of these things were
needed so that we could proceed with the upstairs exhibit
space. We also started clearing out some much needed space
for our new exhibit space. Take a look at what it looked like
before on the left, and just before construction on the right! 

We also rebranded in 2021 with a new color scheme and set
of logos which now includes our pride and joy, La Petite
Belle. We hope you like our new look!



2021 Donors
Ed Rachel Foundation

Dorothy Emmott
Bruce and Cara Herlin

Humanities Texas
Shirley Linville
Linda Moncrief

Montgomery Family Trust
Mike Reagan

The Trull Foundation

Thank you to all of our
partners who help advance

our mission to share and
preserve the history and

natural history of the
Palacios area. We cherish

you! 



2021 Members 
Michael and Dot Altman 
Lindsey Backen
Frank and Laurie Beck
Barbara Bell
Bonnie Benson
Martha Bexley
Jo Ann and Hank Biggers
Larry Bishop
Kay Blakeman
Jeff Booth
Myra Brhlik
Millard and Sherry Brooking
Cheryl Brown
Michael Brunnemann

Judy Bucsanyi
Mary Anna and Jimmy Buffaloe
Kami Buri
Sharon Burnham
F. Callahan
Marilyn Chappell
Judy Chavez
George and Sue Chiles
Donna and Paul Christensen 
Jon and Kay Claybourn
Mary Crocker
Kenneth Crowe
Marvin and Barbara Curtis
Brigitte Farell

Angela Fletcher
Bertha Ann Fontanini
Bettye Foulds
Linda Gamertsfelder
Jim and Allison Gardner
Joann Garza
Zeinab Ghais
Jan and April Gilbert
Bert and Judy Glaze
Lupe Gonzales
Barney and Janie Gulley
Bob and Ruth Friedrichs 
Peggy and Gary Hafernick
Jovanne and Long Han



2021 Members 
Don Harris
Leslie Hartman
Barbara Hayes
Jo Hendricks
Lynda Henley
Bruce and Cara Herlin
June and Les Highsmith
Don Hill
Ben Hinds
Mark Hoffman
Sydney Holder
Don Holt
Kathy Houpt

Alicia Huddleston
Connie Huitt
Mary Hulizer
Katie Hutto
Joe Kana
Bonnie Kimball
Alice Kirkland
Mona Kocurek
Louis Kopnicky
Vanessa Kunefke
Kay Lawson
Troy and Robin Lewis
Carolyn Janak

Karen Jordan
Robert Krafft
Don and Patricia Loving
Irene Magnum and Phil Ripke
Blanche Markwardt
Raymond Mathews
Sharyl and Nate McDonald
Barbara McGovern
David and Kathy McMurray
Elaine Meadows
Debbie Morris
Debbie and Terry Mosier
Vikijane Mosier 



2021 Members 
Mark, Jim, and Vicki Mote
Wells Robert Mote
Kip and Joyce Norcross
Louise Odogwu
Frances Orsak
Bill Orton
Irene Page
Sarah Penland
Mary Pennington*
Gail and Ted Perkins
Canita Prough
Gail and Jerry Perkins
Cindy Quigg
Norma J. Rampmeier 

Robert and Robin Reynolds
Phil and Marilyn Richman
Brian and Patsy Rider
Larry and Renee Rowlett
Norma Salinas
Alicia and Markus Sandy
John and Hope Sanford
Mick Scheib
Betty Scurlock
Bobby Sieferman
Hand and Kathy Sheeran
Leland and Carol Singer
Glen and Debi Smith
Roger and Donna Soape

Gregory Sowers
Bill and Sue Stacy
Susan Steen
Donnye Stone
Annette Stonedale
Susan Summers
Rose Thurlkill
Charlie and Darlene Tresselt
Robert and Dora Turner
Jeff Urbanovsky
Susie Vavra
Cathy Wakefield
Tom Warner 
Paula Whitney



Joyce Harvey
Leonard Lamar
Shirley Linville

The Luther Hotel 
Linda Moncrief

Robert and Hazel
Montgomery 

Pat and Sarah Olfers
Palacios Area Fund

Ted and Martha Riccio
Mark Rusk

2021 Members 

Bill and Pay Yeager
Janice Young
Marianna and Dennis Young

Susie Benes
Lynda Bible

Robert Christianson
Guy and Colleen Claybourn

Wayne and Cheryl Dodd
David and Sindy Durham
Dan and L. Kay Eldredge
Commercial State Bank

Cynthia Garrett
Bill Gay

Harold Groesbeck

Lifetime Members
Mary Sheeran
Johnny Tran

John E. Toellner
Scott and Christine Trull
Steven and Margie Wier

Nick and Mary West



2021 Board of Trustees

Esmeralda Salinas
President

Vice President
and Secretary

Susan Summers

Trustees
Rick Jenkins

Linda Moncrief
Vikijane Mosier

Mark Mote
Markus Sandy

Darlene Tresselt



Our Mission 
The mission of the Palacios Area Historical Association is to operate a

museum as a functional resource center for visitors to experience and learn
from the region’s diverse cultures and history. The Museum collects,

conserves and interprets the material evidence of the prehistory, history and
natural history of Palacios, Texas and the surrounding region; including along

the shores of and in the adjoining waters, with emphasis on the social and
cultural history of this area. This serves to preserve the past, record the

present, and provide perspective for the future. 


