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La Salle's Epic Journey
and the Discovery of thiea Belle
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A The Discovery of the La Belle .

A Who was La Salle and why did he
set off on the expedition?

A Journeying and sailing to the new
world.

1", What students will discover...
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A Where did La Salle arrive and who
did he meet?

A Who were the Karankawas?

A Finding the La Belle , a historical
ship.
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Lesson 1

An Unusual Discovery in
Matagorda Bay ~
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The Discovery

The year was 1995 when two scuba divers named Chuck Meide and Sara Keyes were
swimming in Matagorda Bay - they made an amazing discovery!
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The two divers swam through murky water and bumped up against something

metallic and hard. Two identical shapes were brought out of the mud... What
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could they be?
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Chuck recognized the shapes were two antigue cannons that belonged to the lost
ship the La Belld A discovery was made!
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The Recovery

794 pounds! The cannon that was excavated was a sixfoot, solid bronze barrel
that was covered In shells and debris. Technicians from a conservation lab In
Corpus Christi, Texas cleaned the cannon and uncovered the insignia of Louis

X1V of France, a 17th century ruler.
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After further cleaning of the cannon,
there was an engraving of crossed
anchors and a scroll with the words
Le Comte de Vermandiomeaning

The Count of Vermandios When
researchers and archeologists looked
up the name, they found the person
to be the Grand Admiral of the
French Navy in 1683 whenlLa Belle
was built.

Image sourced from the Bullock Museum website
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Lesson 1 .

The shipwreck was only 12 feet underwater! For the next two months, the divers *
found plates, cups, and musket balls. Then something peeked out of the water...

what could it be?
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It was the top edges of a wooden ship! The archeologists tied white bouys that
mapped out the outline of the ship on the surface of the water.

Lesson 1

#EIM USE UM



