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Rev. Dr. Kay M. Gabriel, Pastor
Feb 22, 2026

Call to Worship...Rev. Sciandra Hush
Invocational Prayer
Hymn - Lift Every Voice and Sing
Apostles Creed
Black History Moment...Ms Lisa Wilson Bailey
Selection - OneVoice

Proclamation of the Word...Rev. Dr. Kay M. Gabriel

Worship Through Giving

Pastoral Greetings

THEY SAVED LIVES.
THEN WERE ERASED.

BLACK HISTORY MOMENT

Freedom House Ambulance Service — 1967

AMERICA'S FIRST PROFESSIONALLY TRAINED PARAMEDICS — PITTSBURGH, 1967

Before 1967, most ambulance
services in America were run by
funeral homes.

They brought the hospital to the people.
| Survival rates increased.
| Emergency care transformed.
America’s modern paramedic system
was born.

There were no trained paramedics.

No advanced life-saving care in the field.

But as the program gained recognition,
the city replaced the Freedom House
A team of primarily Black men in | team with a white-run EMS department.
Pittsburgh were trained in advanced | .
S | The system remained.
emergency medicine under Dr. Peter s s
Safar. They became the first professionally e-ploneers wele pusieg it
trained paramedics in the United States. Their names faded from textbooks.

Then came Freedom House. !

Every time a paramedic saves a life,
their legacy lives on.

Benediction ]

Emaaencweses v S 1TILL WE RISE.




BLACK HISTORY MOMENT

HER CELLS CHANGED THE WORLD.
HER NAME WAS ALMOST LOST.

------ Henrietta Lacks (1920-1951)

In 1951, Henrietta Lacks,

a Black woman from Virginia,
was treated for cervical cancer
at Johns Hopkins Hospital.

Without her knowledge or consent, T

PLEASANT RIDGE AME ZION CHURCH

doctors took samples of her
cancer cells. FAM I LY((,
FRIENDS DAY.

Those cells did something no
one had seen before.

They continued to live.

and multiply outside the body. conmnaso

9:30 AM Worship Experience

Q@ 910 Spencer Ave
Gastonia, NC

They became known as HeLa cells.

Henrietta died at 31.

Immedaitely Following: q
Food - Fellowship - Celebration %

_5 HENRIETTA LACKS 1Flcn" deci‘ades, her .farnily difi not know
| (1920-1951) er cells were being used in :

laboratories around the world.

MEDIA MINISTRY

Millions have been saved because of Henrietta Lacks. BBt Calling " ..
History now speaks her name. , : .
We design the experience. . .
— We shape the atmosphere, -
STILL WE RISE. R N B ALY B WL W - ' ' . . , We extend the reach beyond the room.
e

Cameras. Audio. Graphics. Lighting.
Live Stream. Creative Strategy.

JOIN THE MEDIA TEAM

Interest Meeting — Sunday, March 1
Immediately After Service

Connect with Reverend Hush




BLACK HISTORY MOMENT

Help the
Homel

WILLIAM THOMAS JR.

(1921-1980)

Known to many as “Buckwheat” in Our Gang
/ The Little Rascals

® One of the first
nationally known
Black child actors

® Part of one of
Hollywood’s earliest
integrated casts

Wednesday, March 4 at S:30PM

This is where your journey continues

e Helped shift portrayals

. of Black children - 07
. o
R in film
% - 'l-' PLEASANT RIDGE AMEZIIOINSCIH RIC F
William Thomas Jr. in Our Gang W £
(The Little Rascals), 1930s .- - <
; s | o BIBLE STUDY
HISTORY IS COMPLEX. Reshming March 4
PROGRESS TAKES TIME.

STILL WE RISE. R Wednesdays « 6:30 PM

Grow Deeper. Think Stronger. Live the Word.
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