	LAKE MANUELLA IMPROVEMENT ASSOCATION DUES

	
NAME:


	
	NEW MEMBER
	
	CONTACT INFORMATION CHANGES/ADDITIONS

	Lake Address:
	



	Mailing Address if different from above:
	



	Best Contact Phone number(s):
	



	Email Contact(s):
	



	
	I would like to continue my Lake Manuella Improvement Association membership in 2026 dues of $75.

	
	I would like to join the Lake Manuella Improvement Association in 2026, dues $75.

	
	I would like to contribute to the Lake Manuella Improvement Associations Ongoing Project Fund. (This money is used to help fund Lake Improvement Projects and Aquatic Invasive Species treatments, etc.,) My contribution is $__________


	Please make checks payable to LMIA and remit to:
	OR
	Pay via Venmo:

	
	   Barry Calhoon/LMIA
   21010 654th Ave
   Litchfield, MN 55355
	
	   @LakeManuella-Improvement Assoc.

   Include Name & LMIA Dues/contribution in Payment


Please make an effort to pay dues by May 31 st, so we have current information for the 2026 Directory
[image: ]  NOTICE:

Lake Manuella Improvement Association; 
65813 216th St. Darwin, MN 55324
The lake Manuella Improvement Association has applied for a permit to treat Curly Leaf Pondweed and Eurasian Water Milfoil, Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) in Lake Manuella in 2026. @LakeManuella-ImprovementAssoc.
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources has granted the LMIA a waiver of the requirement that the association obtain the signatures of approval of owners of lakeshore property. Instead, the LMIA will notify property owners of the treatment through alternate forms. This notice is one form of the LMIA is using to notify property owners. Other forms include, but are not limited to notification through the associations Facebook page, website, member newsletters and annual meetings.
With regard to treatment for this year; 2026.
1. The proposed date for treatment: April 15, 2026 through October 31, 2026.
2. The target species for the treatment: Curly Leaf Pondweed and Eurasian Water Milfoil.
3. The method of control or product being used: EPA and MDA registered aquatic herbicides, such as but not limited to Endothall, Diquat Dibromide, Liquid 2,4-D, Granular 2,4-D, Granular Triclopyr, Florpyrauxifen-Benzyl.
4. How landowners may request that control not occur adjacent to the landowner’s property: If you desire that the treatment of Curly Leaf Pondweed or Eurasian Water Milfoil not occur adjacent to your property, 
please notify the LMIA immediately (No later than April 15, 2026) at the following address or email address below: Keith Radke, 65813 216th St, Darwin, MN 55324, or klradtke4@gmail.com
FLOTILLA
    This year following 
the picnic we would like to try to get everyone together for a flotilla on the lake, bring your boat or pontoon out on the lake, and we will join everyone in for an on the lake party, please make sure you have some boat fender/bumpers so boats do not get damaged when tied together.

2026 LAKE DIRECTORY
The LMIA will be publishing the Biennial Directory this summer. Please let us know if any of your contact information—including your home address, email, or phone numbers—has changed.
You can provide updates by using the Association Dues form; simply check the "contact information changes/additions" box and list the changes below it to help us keep our records current.
If you have changes to report or would like to verify the information we currently have on file, you can also reach out to me directly. Robin Kiel, rkiel66@gmail.com,
 507-995-6342

LAKE MANUELLA
BOAT LANDING:
 The MN DNR is tentatively planning to update the boat landing and parking area this summer.
At this time, we have not received a confirmed plan or specific timing for the project, though it is expected to begin after the 4th of July. We will share more information as it becomes available.

PRESIDENTS CORNER:
I hope winter has treated you well – whether you spent it at the lake or enjoyed warmer climes somewhere else. Winter has yet to release its icy grip on us, but I bet most of us are already dreaming of warm days spent on the lake. It won’t be long now.
For those of us that remained in the area, I hope you were able to join us for two events we hosted in January and February. On January 10, we held our 2nd Annual Luminary and Bonfire event. Special thanks to the Kiel’s for offering their place for a great opportunity to enjoy the company of others on the lake. And thanks again to Steve Theis for creating the luminaries. No doubt, a lot of work goes into making those, especially when the weather unexpectedly turns warm.
On February 1st , we had our 3rd Annual Winter Gathering at the Darwin Gun Club. Those in attendance got to hear a DNR fisheries specialist tell us about how walleyes have chosen our lake as a destination lake, especially as they get older. Sounds a bit like retirees relocating south. In other words, walleye tend to migrate to Manuella from Washington and Stella, with few going back the other way. As a result, DNR believes that stocking is no longer a real benefit to our lake’s population of this species. I updated everyone on our inlet sampling efforts over the last two summers and Barry, our Treasurer, presented our 2026 budget. A big thanks goes out to all those that coordinated and help set up and clean up.
We will again have our Annual Meeting this summer, which is tentatively scheduled for July 11. We will provide more details as we approach that date. Meanwhile, enjoy what’s Left of Spring and hope to see you all on the lake in a couple of months.

Shawn

[image: ]4th of July

Boat Parade


The parade the lineup will begin at 12:45 PM 
in front of Bill Pinske’s (Arlington sign), 
with the 2025 Parade Winners leading the way.
The parade will start at 1:00 pm and circle the entire lake.
In the event of inclement weather, please monitor our Facebook page and check your email for updates.
To register your float, please contact Robin Kiel at 507-995-6342 or rkiel66@gmail.com. All registered boats will be assigned a unit number, which must be clearly visible so the judges can identify you. Judges will be stationed at various points around the lake, so be sure to engage the audience and have fun! Please remember that all floats must complete a full circle of the lake.

Winners will be announced at the Annual Meeting on July 11th.



[image: February 26 – March 1st | Mrs. Saxon's 3rd Grade Class]  Annual
  Meeting &
Saturday,  July 11th at Noon
The gathering will take place at Susan and Cindy Barrick’s camp on the northeast side of the lake. This is a potluck event; B&B Sports in Hutchinson will provide hamburgers and hot dogs. Please bring a dish to share, your own beverages and utensils, and lawn chairs for seating.

Following the meal, we will hold our Annual Meeting. The agenda includes a review of our financial status, discussion of issues affecting the lake, and the election of new board members. We also hope to feature a guest speaker (topic TBD). 

Additionally, the Lake Association will be giving away prizes donated by local businesses, along with several grand prizes purchased by the Association.

We look forward to seeing you there!
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[image: ]Stay up to date on all the Lake happenings 
on our website: lakemanuella.com   or 
on facebook: Lake Manuella Association

LAKE MANUELLA IMPROVEMENT ASSOCATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
   
   PRESIDENT: Shawn Ruotsinoja	  	 VICE PRES./PAST PRES.: Keith Radtke
   SECRETARY: Dawn Renner 	 	  TREASURER: Barry Calhoon
   MEMBERSHIP/COMMUNICATIONS: Robin Kiel
   BOARD: 	Dave Kiel 		Gary Hoxter		Cindy Klaphake	Paul Johnson
		Stacy Skjefte		Steve Theis		Tim Schutte
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Revenue

Association Dues 6,000 $                    5,750 $                    5,175 $                    5,250 $                  

Lake Improvement Contributions 3,525                        3,150                        2,800                        3,000                     

Advertising

Newsletter 600                           199                           315                           300                         

Directory -                                 1,250                        -                                 1,200                     

Apparel Sales 200                           285                           120                           100                         

Grants -                                 -                                 -                                 9,000                     

Total Revenue 10,325 $                  10,634 $                  8,410 $                    18,850 $               

Expenses

Lake Maintenance & Improvements

Water Testing 1,992 $                    792                           4,098                        4,500                     

Weed Treatment 387                           2,243                        18,000                   

Silt Removal 34                              -                              

Events

Winter Outdoor Event 64                              100                         

Winter Gathering 697                           772                           800                         

Annual Meeting, Picnic 368                           567                           600                         

Communications

Annual Newsletter 177                           209                           209                           225                         

Lake Directory 384                           -                                 450                         

Website 164                           250                         

Administrative -                                 -                              

Insurance Premium 227                           233                           233                           250                         

Postage 76                              82                              88                              135                         

Fees/Registrations 40                             

MCAL Dues -                                 20                              20                              20                           

Total Expenses 2,472 $                    3,172 $                    8,531 $                    25,330 $               

Surplus (Deficit) 7,853 $                    7,461 $                    (121) $                      (6,480) $                

LMIA Funds 49,855 $                  57,318 $                    57,197 $                  50,838 $               

     

Reserves

Operating Fund 8,000                        8,000                        8,000                        8,000                     

Reserve for Lake Preservation 20,000                     20,000                     20,000                     20,000                   

Surplus 21,855                     29,318                     29,197                     22,838                   

Membership 80                              77                              73 70

Lake Manuella Improvement Association

2025 Financial Report and 2026 Proposed Budget

2023 Actual 2024 Actual 2025 Actual 2026 Budget
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