
Volume XXI  Issue 19 Thursday, December 12, 2024Hometown People...Hometown News

“And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, 
and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.” - Luke 2:7
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Successful Shop with a Cop! 
Last Thursday, the Nassau County Sheriff’s Office kicked off Shop with a Cop, 

and WOW—what an incredible start! Thanks to the generosity of our community 
and the dedication of the NCSO deputies, 150 kids had the opportunity to shop 
for gifts, enjoy some holiday cheer, and create unforgettable memories. Seeing the 
smiles on their faces reminded everyone of the true spirit of the season—giving, 
caring, and connecting with those around us. 

The Nassau County Sheriff’s Office couldn’t do this without their community 
partners and generous donations to our NCSO Charities throughout the year! Merry 
Christmas to all!
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Proud member of the 

 A Word 
From the Publisher

I know after last week’s front page, 
I’m sure everyone is a little apprehensive 
of what I may write now! Last week 
was tough and now I can just get back 
to sharing. I, for one, am not a fan of 
the cold however, I was glad that it got 
chilly so I could wear the few Christmas 
shirts I have. Of course, most are long 
sleeves as it’s supposed to be cold at 
Christmas…ok most places! 

Last week, I shared briefly about 
how the Westside Journal was created. 
It was from the vision of the late Mark 
Thompson. Last Monday, I received a 
phone call of his passing. Mark had been 
dealing with cancer, completed a bone 
marrow transplant and recovered well. 
About a month ago, he was cleared to 
travel back to Callahan and visit Florida 
Sun Printing, the Westside Journal 
office and a few others. It was from 
complications that he passed away last 
Monday. 

My story with Mark was actually 
lifelong! We all grew up in Callahan. His 
dad, Jim Thompson, owned Florida Sun 
Printing (FSP). FSP was one of those 
places that many high school students 
began their work careers, as my brothers 
Dub and Mark did. My brother Mark, 
was close friends with the Thompson 
brothers, Mark and David, through their 
school years and following. I’ve shared 
that my first job, other than babysitting, 
was a dental assistant for Dr. P.W. 
Shaffer. Dr. Shaffer’s best friend in 
the world was Jim Thompson. Isn’t it 
amazing how God places people in our 
lives from long ago? Little did I know 
years later, I would be working for Mark 
Thompson, a dear friend.

Mark caught wind that I was looking 
for a job and called me. He asked me 
to come and talk with him about being 
a salesperson at FSP. What…I asked. 
You can go out and ask people to bring 
their printing needs to FSP! Still, I was 
cautious. I didn’t know anything about 
printing much less to sell it to someone. 
With Mark’s confident spirit, he said, 
“You used to sell dental work to people 

and encourage them to get a crown or 
whatever!” I quickly responded, “That 
was different!” Long story short, I took 
the job, and with his encouragement and 
direction, did okay.

A few years later, is when he presented 
his vision of starting a newspaper to me. 
Again, he had it all planned out. FSP can 
print and design it; Carrie, who was in 
journalism in college at the time, can 
write; and you can sell advertising! Just 
like that. He had a plan and masterfully 
put it into action. We had all the pieces, 
now let’s make it work. And it did and 
it has. About a year into it, Mark asked 
if Roger and I wanted to purchase the 
paper and we said yes. 

Little did I know what this ‘little 
paper’ as many call it, would do. What 
an impact someone’s vision has turned 
out to be. Several times, through the 
years, I continued to call Mark and 
ask his opinion for this or that when I 
struggled. He always seemed to have 
a suggestion of things to try. He was 
not only a dear friend but a mentor for 
direction with our paper. I’m thankful 
for the guidance, even though sometimes 
he was pretty frank with things, but that 
was Mark. That was one thing about him 
that you didn’t have to wonder about…
you always knew where he stood on 
issues. His work ethics were amazing 
and he always ran a tight ship. He took 
my outgoing, crazy, young nephew 
Brent, and molded him into a business 
owner, who now is the owner of Florida 
Sun Printing. It wasn’t an easy job, but 
Mark never gave up on him, as he never 
gave up on me. 

I’m so thankful that Mark Thompson 
took a chance on me. I do miss his humor 
and uncanny way of trying to make a 
difficult issue okay. He was an amazing 
friend, boss and business owner. 

Each time we would talk he would 
always say, “You’re doing a great job 
with the paper.”

Letters to the Editor S
Letters to the Editor may be emailed to news@westsidejournal.net but must include a complete 
name. Letters should be no longer than 300 words.

Callahan PrideThe Loss of a 
Good Friend!

In Response

Joe Biden’s Parting Gifts

Family!

Dear Editor,
For a community that is as outdoors 

oriented as Callahan is, I am shocked and 
disappointed by the amount of trash that 
some rude and disrespectful people throw out 
of their vehicles and onto our roads. We have 
a beautiful community that some residents 
believe is their personal trash can. Is it really 
that difficult to put the trash in the garbage 
where it belongs? Do these people have so 
little respect for the rest of us, and themselves, 
that they need to lash out at the community by 
their disgusting habit? Do they really do this 
without a second thought. If you are one of 
these people you should be ashamed.   

Geoff Poulin

Dear Editor,
We have friends we depend on, for sharing 

and helping us to get from day to day. The 
Westside Journal (Dawn and Roger West) is 
one that we have always looked forward to on 
a weekly basis. They have always been there 
to “Tell It like It Is,” and reassure us that the 
sun will rise again tomorrow.

On December 5, 2024, they have 
announced that The Westside Journal will 
cease to exist after December 19. I feel like 
we are losing a voice that we can trust. This 
is an establishment that has endeavored to be 
there when we needed it most. An institute 
that puts forth the “Truth.” An organization 
that has put community ahead of self, as they 
have taken care of all our interests.

It would be very easy to produce several 
paragraphs to promote the fantastic work 
that has been done over the past 21 years. 
But I will refrain from noting the obvious 
that the entire Nassau County populace 
already knows. Instead, I will note that we 
are forever thankful for this institution, as we 
look forward to something that might fill its’ 
void. As I have told Roger, in times past, I’m 
not ready to “solo” yet! But we will move 
forward and continue to be honest about the 
environment that continues to impact us all. 
We’ll just have to search for another venue to 
continue the truth of the atmosphere.

The Westside Journal has our undying 
admiration and appreciation for helping all of 
us to enjoy the blessings of our communities, 
and the common sense observations that are 
the very spirit of the future of our great nation. 
Thanks, for all you have done and may your 
“retirement” be filled with the love of family 
and friends, as you pursue those rewards that 
you have so richly earned and deserve.

Douglas C. Pearson, Sr.

Dear Editor,
It appears that the “Just My Opinion” 

column has a bit of hypocrisy in last week’s 
hit piece about the MAGA 2024 cake. Anyone 
remember the Masterpiece Cake Shop 
Supreme Court Case? Well, the same rule 
applies here. It may not be based on religion, 
but businesses have a right to refuse service to 
ANYONE, including “Lisa.” So, if they deem 
the message on the cake bad for business 
due to political reasons, I’ll tell you the same 
thing you and other people told the couple 
that Masterpiece Cake Shop turned away: “go 
somewhere else and quit crying about it.”   

Sarah Hart

Dear Editor,
When Joe Biden moves out of the White 

House, the Republicans should gather on 
the west lawn and throw kisses. In the last 
several weeks, he took two major actions out 
of anger, arrogance and desire for vengeance 
that back fired to damage his, as well as, the 
Democrat’s reputations. When Biden gave 
the go-ahead for Wilenski to fire long range 
missiles at Russia to make it more difficult for 
Trump to end the war, Putin upped the ante 
and it came back at him for escalating the war.

Having denied for one year that he would 
not intervene, Biden took the law into his 
own hands and issued a sweeping pardon to 
his son, Hunter “bad boy” Biden. He said 
it was as “a father” which no one believes. 
His action made him out to be a liar and he 
dealt a damaging blow to his party who is 
campaigning to bolster their believability.

The moral to the stories: When you act 
on anger and revenge, you can never get a 
positive outcome. Too bad “Old Joe” hadn’t 
learned that one.

Joe, the Republican Party thanks you.
B. R. McConnell

Dear Editor,
I’m writing this letter to say goodbye to our 

friends at the Westside Journal. It’s like saying 
goodbye to family. I have looked forward to 
the ‘Journal’ showing up in my mailbox on 
every Thursday for years now. I try to make 
it last for at least two days, if it doesn’t, I 
read it twice. I’m sure Dawn and Roger and 
all the folks that know me know that I don’t 
like change, but I guess this change is what’s 
right for them. Y’all have become family to so 
many in this area. We will miss y’all, but we 
wish only good for all of you.

I’m sure God has a plan for you as you 
make the change as well. I don’t get to 
Callahan very much anymore, but I did like 
stopping by the paper from time to time just 
to say hello. ALL of y’all will be missed, not 
just because of the ‘Journal,’ but because ALL 
of you are our family. Have a Very Merry 
Christmas and a grand start on your new life 
in 2025! God Bless! 

Buddy Miller

PNEUMAN 
HOMES, LLC
904-452-6032
Custom Homes 
and Additions

CBC 057302

Build Stronger
Build with Craftsmanship

Build with Integrity

State Certified for Nearly 25 Years
Proverbs 24:3

            35th Annual         Dayspring Village

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Dayspring Village is seeking volunteers to help share the gift of Christmas 

with the mentally ill residents. Often the holidays are the toughest time of 
the year for the mentally ill and each year the gift of the giver makes a life 
changing impact on the lives of these individuals.   

How to get Involved:
1. Contact Jenna D., Facility Manager at 904-874-5261 or email her at
   jenna@dayspringvillage.org.
2. You will be assigned a resident and their ‘wishes’.
3. Have your gift wrapped and back to the facility by December 20th.
4. Baking – If you like to bake we would love to have you sponsor the evening 
   snack for the residents!
5. Music – If you have a musical talent you would like to share we invite you to 
   come and perform!

Dayspring Village is a state licensed limited mental health assisted living facility that is focused 
on serving the needs of adults with schizophrenia. If you would like to learn more or we can be 
of any assistance, please contact Douglas D. Adkins, Administrator at 904-583-0134-cell or doug@
dayspring.health – Please consider becoming a volunteer this Christmas season, the gift you make 
in the life of others will truly change lives around you. 

www.dayspringvillage.org AL #5766

God Bless and Merry Christmas! 
Call today! 904-874-5261

For unto you is born this day in the city of David 
                              a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
                                                                                                                                         Luke 2:11

                                                             Christmas Blessings from our family to yours

FRANKLIN 
Mini Storage
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¼ cup honey
2 tablespoons prepared yellow mustard
1 tablespoon butter

1 ½ pounds center-cut boneless pork 
chops - 1/2-inch thick
garlic powder, or to taste

Mix honey and mustard together in a small bowl. Heat butter in a skillet over 
medium-high heat. Add pork chops and sprinkle with 1/2 of the garlic powder; cook 
until browned, about 3 minutes. Turn chops over, sprinkle with remaining garlic powder 
and cook for 3 more minutes. Brush honey-mustard sauce over chops, turn them over, 
and cook for 5 minutes; turn chops onto the other side and brush with honey-mustard 
sauce. Cook until chops are no longer pink inside and an instant-read meat thermometer 
inserted into the thickest part of a chop reads 145º, about 5 more minutes. 

In the Kitchen... Honey Mustard Pork Chops

SUICIDE & CRISIS LIFELINE: CALL 988

Just My Opinion
Roger R. West

Saturday, December 14
11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

at American Legion Post 401
Come take a picture with Santa, 
and enjoy FREE Lunch, Christmas 

Karaoke and Festive Crafts!
FREE Outdoor Event! Weather Permitting        All are Welcome!

Stockings for all children! While supplies last.

37405 Henry Smith Rd. • Hilliard, FL 32046 • 904-675-9728

Tires • Alignments • Oil Changes
Brakes • Shocks • Trailer Repair
Truck Toolboxes • Hitches & More

845-3357 • 551894 US Hwy. 1 • Hilliard

Mondays: Veterans 
Appreciation Day

10% OFF
Oil Changes 904.613.1898

The SmartChoice© Eradicator
It has proven itself to be VERY EFFECTIVE in 

REMOVING SULFUR and IRON from your water.

Call Steve McDonald

We can bring the Water Wagon 
to your home to fix the problem.

The Water Boys
Got Stinky Water? 
Nothing else is made like 

or works like the Eradicator.

It even removes iron!

Check out our website at
www.waterboysmacclennyfl.com

We still have 32 days of the 
disastrous Democrat/Biden reign. 
These will be very concerning days 
as we all know that Biden is not in 
a coherent mind set and is not the 
person running the country. Yet, he still 
holds the power to bring about undue 
consequences to our country. Just last 
week, he committed $1 billion to a 
country in Africa that we have never had 
any diplomatic ties with. All the while 
we have American taxpaying citizens 
in North Carolina that are suffering in 
such traumatic fashion. Where are the 
loving, compassionate democrats when 
our own citizens are in such peril. There 
are thousands of our own that have 
experienced devastation worse than 
people in Ukraine and Angola, and our 
wonderful, loving democrats offered 
them $750 if they apply on-line and are 
accepted. Many of these people don’t 
even have a home let alone a computer 
to apply for FEMA’s $750! Disgusting 
beyond words! 

Ole’ Joe lied once again, to no 
one’s surprise when he pardoned his 
son Hunter in grand fashion. This was 
the pardon of all pardons. Hunter has 
been granted a blanket pardon that 
applies to any offenses against the U.S. 
that he “has committed or may have 
committed” from January 1, 2014 to 
December 1, 2024. There is now talk 
leaking from White House staff that 
blanket pre-emptive pardons may be in 
the works to protect persons whom they 
think Trump will seek retribution for 
their actions. Names that have surfaced 
thus far are: Dr. Anthony Death Fauci, 
Senator-elect Adam Schiff, Rep. Nancy 

Pelosi and Elizabeth Cheney. There are 
a few that want to pardon all illegal 
aliens! Some Democrats are pushing 
against the blanket pardons due to it 
makes the perception of guilt without 
any due process to prove it. President 
Trump’s senior advisor and personal 
lawyer Alina Habba predicts Biden will 
begin to handout pardons like they’re 
tic-tacs. She suggests Biden will pardon 
himself, along with his entire family 
and anyone else who have had their 
hand in the cookie jar. Time will tell, 
but to me that is a total abuse of the 
pardon system. 

Have you noticed a sigh of relief 
across the nation since November 5th? 
Big things are already taking place and 
Donald Trump hasn’t even entered the 
White House. Leaders from all across 
the world are contacting him with some 
wanting to end the conflicts that are 
raging. 

At the reopening of the Notre Dame 
Cathedral, world leaders lined up just to 
shake his hand. What a stark difference 
when compared to our current president. 
Things are improving so fast that even 
the woke are noticing it. There are 
negotiations currently being held to 
change the name of Washington’s NFL 
team back to the “Redskins!” 

Just one more “Just My Opinion” 
left to write after this one. It has been 
so rewarding to me to have a platform 
to express my opinions. Not everyone 
agreed with me, but that’s what makes 
the world go round. 

That’s why I’ve always called it…
Just My Opinion, and it is! 

Hilliard Town News
Dawn S. West

The Hilliard Town Council met 
Thursday night for their first meeting of 
December. The first order of business 
was the approval of Resolution 2024-
21, which related to the State Revolving 
Fund Loan Program; making findings; 
authorizing the load application, 
authorizing the load agreement; 
establishing pledged revenues; 
designating authorized representatives; 
and providing assurances, conflicts, 
severability and an effective date. The 
council also approved the signing of the 
Engineering Services Agreement for 
the Planning Phase of the Sewer System 
Rehabilitation Project in the amount of 
$120,000.

The next six agenda items were from 
the Parks & Recreation Department 
Director Gabe Whittenburg. The first 
item was a Capital Budget Expenditure 
for the Recreation Gym Maintenance in 
the amount of $36,750.00. “The town 
gym is in dire need of being resided. I 
have received 3 bids,” said Whittenburg. 
“Two are well over budget. I recommend 
Island Hopper Home Repair, LLC at a 
cost of $36,750 for the entire job.” The 
council approved the recommendation.

The next item concerned another 
Capital Budget Expenditure for the 
Buchanan Park Playground Mulch 
replacement. “Buchanan Park is in need 
of refreshed and replacement mulch. We 
are able to piggyback off of a St. Johns 
County Commissioner’s bid with this 
price of $14,073.20 from First Coast 
Mulch,” added Whittenburg. “There 
will also be a part 2 of additional capital 

items at this location (fencing and 
draining) at a later time.” The council 
approved the recommendation.

The third item concerned a Capital 
Budget Expenditure for the Fitness 
Center Equipment in the amount of 
$5,999.00. “Select Strength Depot is a 
local company, which I have visited, 
that I recommend purchasing the 
equipment from. This is a BodyKore 
Universal Trainer,” said Whittenburg. 
“This company will also install the 
equipment on site.” The council 
approved the purchase. 

The next three items concerned 
current Parks & Recreation employees 
and status changes. The council 
approved for David Pender’s transition 
from Introductory/Probationary to 
Regular Part-Time. “David is a good 
Ambassador for the town and has been 
a great help for me,” said Whittenburg.

The council approved Hanna 
Knoll’s transition from Temporary 
status to Regular Part-Time; and also 
approved Laila Spatcher’s transition 
from Temporary status to Regular Part-
Time. 

The council approved a payable 
to Mittaurer & Associates for Project 
Name: 8” Parallel Water Main 
Extension to FAA Facility in the amount 
of $28,892.

The council also approved a payable 
to Suez Annual Payment number 4 of 5, 
for Project Name; Advanced Metering 
Infrastructure (AMI) in the amount of 
$109,553.00. 

The next meeting of the council will 
be Thursday, December 19 at 7 p.m.  
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Life Without the Journal
Pastor Walter Cooper, He Changed My Mind Ministries, Callahan

I had a lot of mixed emotions when I heard the news 
about the Westside Journal closing its doors. It has certainly 
been a beacon in our community for a long time, serving 
as a refuge for so many people and giving us a place of 
fellowship and laughter with lots of love that Dawn has 
shown us over the years. I can count the times when people 
would stop by to say hello, even if they weren’t going 
there for business reasons. Life is going to be very different 

without the ‘Journal’ anymore.
I remember the first time I stopped by and spoke with Dawn, inquiring about 

running an ad for my recycling business. Never in my mind did I think it would 
end up in a lasting friendship between Dawn and me. I just planned to inquire 
about prices, run an ad, and see where it goes. But much to my surprise, God had 
something else in plan from the first day I stopped in. I’m always excited when I see 
Dawn in the office or the community. There’s always something to discuss between 
her and me, and we can always agree that…God is good all the time.

I’ve been running ads for my business and ministry; I’ve been there to the 
end. Some of you have been there since Dawn opened her doors. I don’t have that 
testimony. This has turned into more than just the next business opportunity. It has 
given me a different perspective and a deep respect for Dawn and how she runs 
her business. She doesn’t need to value business on the bottom line and how much 
money she can make. She sees the big picture, and everyone who walks through 
her door shows how she presents herself in our community. I want to call her an 
outreach minister because she’s so much for many people.

Dawn advises so many people in different ways; she always greets them with a 
loving smile and compassion to hear them out. She hears from God to make sure 
when she speaks, she’s given advice and wisdom from God. We’re going to miss 
the ‘Journal’ truly.  

Still, suppose you are one of those who have experienced changes in your life. In 
that case, we truly understand where she is and that God is leading her in a different 
direction at this time. We are going to accept what God is doing, even when we 
don’t understand it and embrace the times that we’ve had together stopping in and 
saying hello. We all have a job that we can do for the kingdom of God.

The ‘Journal’ was Dawn’s ministry. It was a place where Dawn could be herself 
and say what God put on her heart to share with His people. For Dawn, it was more 
than taking our money and running columns or printing the news! I am sure that 
God has something planned for our community moving forward. We’ll have to 
believe it by faith, and God will never leave or forsake us with the change we face 
today without the ‘Journal.’

As a pastor, I never thought about expressing m yself through writing articles in 

33 EAST MACCLENNY AVE. • MACCLENNY

259-6070

9
0
4

Residential 
Commercial 
Auto Glass 

Shower  
        Enclosures  

Mack R. Peebles III - Owner

Faith Based Boutique
551856 US Highway 1

Suite 111 • Hilliard 
In Franklin Plaza facing Orange Street

Soft Opening 
Monday, December 16

Books • Clothing Accessories & More!

GRAND OPENING Saturday, December 21
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Come shop, fellowship and 
enjoy refreshments!

Our YOUnique boutique looks forward to 
sharing our faith in Christ while serving 

family and friends, old and new, with hope, 
encouragement and love.

Wednesdays @ 6:30 pm
Thursdays @ Noon
Sunday School @ 9:30 am
Sundays @ 10:30 am

Pastor Walter C. Cooper, Jr.

HE CHANGED MY MIND

MINISTRIES
904.507.9580

REJOICE
WITH US!

JOIN US AT
45035 NEW OGILVIE RD.

Behind Brandies Ace Hardware

CALLAHAN
HECHANGEDMYMINDMINISTRIES.ORG/HCMM

Pool Supplies • Cleaners • Pumps • Filters & More!
WE HAVE LIQUID CHLORINE!

542220 US Hwy. 1 • Callahan • 904-879-3995
Next to Southeastern Bank

Tuesday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Wednesday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Thursday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Closed Sunday & Monday
Hours are Subject to Change Due to Holidays

Fall/Winter Hours

FREE WATER TESTING!

Extreme BUSH HOGGING

912-390-0857
TRACTOR WORK

DEBRIS REMOVAL
HEAVY DUTY MOWING

DUMPSTER RENTAL

TBD
Triple B Dirt, LLC
TBD

Hard Pan
Septic Sand
Fill Dirt
Top Soil
Forestry 
Mulching

904-254-6113
Serving Northeast Florida

Best Price

Guaranteed!

Quick Delivery of:

Locally Owned 
& Operated

a newspaper, but when Dawn asked me to begin writing, I was thrilled and afraid at 
the same time. But that’s what ministers do, they bring the best out of every one of 
us. God leads them in so many ways to encourage us to step out, moving from our 
comfort zone to try different things in order to experience new beginnings.  

Life without the ‘Journal’ will be missed and different. No more phone calls 
from Dawn each month reminding me that it’s time again to run my ad. In the next 
couple of weeks, let’s stop by to say goodbye to Dawn and Jessie, as the doors of 
this chapter in their lives close. Both of them will be embracing new beginnings. 
So, I salute my friend Dawn West for being the woman of God that she is. Wherever 
you go and whatever you do, I’m confident that God will be there. 

Grace And Peace from Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Five 
Generations

Congratulations and thank you 
for sharing your five generations 
picture! Shown (l to r) are: Kory 
Wall, mother; Marci Scott, great-
grandmother; holding baby 
Julia; Julia Stearn, great-great-
grandmother; and Haley Wall, 
grandmother. 

Johnston Signature Furnishings 
Now Open in Callahan

Owners and employees of Johnston 
Signature Furnishings (formerly 
Badcock), are proud to announce they 
are now open for business. The store 
continues to be family owned and 
operated. Their hours are: Monday – 
Friday, 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. and closed on 
Sundays. 

There are finance options available 
and they also will offer a cash discount. 
The same great staff: Angela, Karen, Deanna, Chad and David, are still there to 
serve all your furniture needs! They now will offer new products and better pricing. 

Johnston Signature Furnishings is located at 542057 US Highway 1 (old Badcock 
building), Callahan. They can be reached at 904-320-5947.
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Don’s Small Engines
Small Engine Tune-Up & Repair
Lawn Mowers
Weed Eaters
& More
904-859-3991
donssmallengines5@gmail.com            Veteran Owned

Bush Hogging • Acreage Mowing • Grapple Work
Storm Debris Clean-up • Tilling • Box Blade Leveling

Licensed                                                                  Insured904-699-0210

MANN’S LIGHT TRACTOR SERVICES

CALLAHAN 
450082 SR 200                 

YULEE 
463363 SR 200

AMELIA ISLAND 
1020 S. 14th St.

Nassau County’s ONLY 
24 HR LAUNDROMATS
INTRODUCE THE ALL NEW

Now you can drop-off 
and pick-up your 

WASH & FOLD 
OR DRY CLEANING 

on your schedule... 24/7
Our doors are always open

904-277-2311 
www.24hourlaundryzone.com

DINSMORE FLORIST, INC.
904-768-7444

Your All Occasion Florist
Yes, we Deliver!

10452 New Kings Rd.
Jacksonville

www.dinsmoreflorist.com

Celebrating
60 Years!

 Fill Dirt

 Hard pan

 Sand

We dig ponds 
FREe for 

dirt!

Land 

clearing

904-416-6082

Your LOCAL Plumber for Over 35 Years
BERT

NORMAN'S
PLUMBING, INC.

24 HOUR 
Plumbing 
Service

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

STRAIGHT FORWARD PRICING

904-225-5888
www.NormansPlumbing.com

$15 OFF
ANY SERVICE

With this Coupon

Call Today to 
Speak to a 
Company 

Representative, 
Not an Answering Service

CFC1427061 • CUC1224633

BERT NORMAN'S PLUMBING

SERVING CALLAHAN, YULEE, 
FERNANDINA & NORTH JACKSONVILLE

12545 N. MAIN STREET
JACKSONVILLE • 757-1888

HOURS: 8:30 AM - 6 PM, CLOSED SUNDAY & WEDNESDAY
We accept Food Stamps
Visa, MC, Discover & AMEX

Check us out on
FACEBOOK

Expires  12-17-24                 WJ                     Limit 2 With this Coupon 

$595 
lb.

Cut the way you like!

USDA  Whole 
T-BONES

Expires  12-17-24         WJ        While Supplies Last, With this Coupon

OYSTERS!
$70
$40
$25

1/2 BUSHEL

PARTY BAG

50 LB. BUSHEL

$1095

1 lb. Can 

CLAW
CRAB MEAT

WE HAVE
PINTS

$499 
lb.

Lee’s Smoked

SLAB BACON
Sliced the way you like it!

WHOLE OR HALF

Expires  12-17-24                WJ                                 With this CouponExpires  12-17-24             WJ                         Limit 2 With this Coupon 

$795

Expires  12-17-24            WJ                          Limit 2 With this Coupon 
While Supplies Last

$1000

3 lb. Bag
Country Breaded 
SHRIMP

LEG  
QUARTERS

10 lb. Bag

10 lb. Bag
FRYER

DRUMSTICKS

$795
Expires  12-17-24               WJ                       Limit 2 With this Coupon

Expires  12-17-24                 WJ                                 With this Coupon

8 oz. Bag Breaded

POPCORN 
SHRIMP

$100
Expires  12-17-24          WJ                                        With this Coupon

$9995
Expires  12-17-24           WJ                                       With this Coupon 

10 lb. CASE
SNOW CRAB

LEGS

HOUSTON’S 
MEATS

HOUSTON’S 
MEATS

HOUSTON’S 
MEATS

 Peeled, Deveined 
& Butterflied

SHRIMP

2 lb. Bag

$895

Expires  12-17-24       WJ                                          With this Coupon

If you’re buying your meats anywhere 
else, you’re paying too much!

The Sons of Confederate Veterans will meet 
Monday, December 16 at 7 p.m. at the Pig Barbeque 
Restaurant in Callahan. If you are a descendant of 
a Confederate soldier or interested in the history 
during 1861-1865, you are invited to attend.

Come and enjoy Christmas Carol Singing Saturday, 
December 14 at 5:30 pm at the Hilliard Town Hall 
Park, corner of CR108 and Oxford Street.  

Parents of Addicted Loved Ones (PAL) meets every 
Wednesday at 6 p.m. at the Hilliard Library. PAL 
provides hope through education and support to 
parents of addicted loved ones. Visit: www.palgroup.
org to learn more. Free educational support group 
for parents and families.

EVENTS AROUND TOWN

The Gift of Giving
Dawn S. West

This story is about the true 
story of Christmas…giving 
unselfishly. Dana Yoachum 
has been so generous for quite 
some time, using her time and 
talents to sew for others. Dana 
has made numerous ‘blanket 
buddies’ which are crocheted 
blankets with a stuffed animal 
attached to them. The stuffed 
animal always matches the 
colors in the blanket. It’s such 
a special gift for our mothers 
at The Nest Women’s Center. 
Dana drops the completed 
blankets off to us at the 
Westside Journal office and 
Rhonda, from The Nest, picks 
them up and delivers them. 

Dana came up with an 
idea to also give blankets to 
some of our senior citizens 
that are currently in the Life 
Care Center of Hilliard. Last 
Wednesday, Dana and three friends, 
that are also crocheting blankets, met 
and delivered 44 blankets to individual 
residents at Life Care. Probably a month 
ago, we placed a need for yarn and you 
our readers provided. Many thanks 
to those that donated lots of yarn, has 

allowed these women to continue their 
effort. Last Wednesday was the first 
delivery and they plan to do one more 
before Christmas. 

Thank you, ladies, for your beautiful 
gift of blankets! I’m sure they are 
appreciated! 

Shown are Dana Yoachum, Divina Goins, 
Marrilyn Samuelson and Angela Mayberry.
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Look for us on Facebook!

New Beginnings and Milestones

Ben and Kory Lee, of Hoboken, Georgia, are 
proud to announce the birth of their daughter 
Julia Allyson Lee. Julia, named after her great-
great-grandmother, was born October 10, 2024 
at Southeast Georgia Health in Brunswick, 
Georgia. She weighed 8 pounds 11 ounces and 
measured 22 inches.

Maternal grandparents are Haley and Kevin 
Wall of Firestone, Colorado.

Paternal grandparents are Norman and 
Cassie Lee of Hoboken, Georgia; and Tammy 
Lee of Orange Park.                            

Proud great-grandparents are Marci and 
David Scott of Amelia Island; and Brenda and James Wall of Fernandina Beach. 

Proud great-great-grandparents are Jim and Julia Stearn of Kingsland, Georgia; 
and Walter and Belva Lou Lee of Hoboken, Georgia. 

Tyler Bentley and Brook Brandt were 
united in marriage October 12 at 5 p.m. at 
Plantation Oaks Farm in Callahan.

The bride is the daughter of Michael and 
Angie Brandt of Callahan. She is employed 
with Callahan Hagan Ace Hardware. The 
groom is the son of Jimmy and Shelley 
Bentley of Callahan. He is employed with 
Specified Sales Associates.

Serving as bridesmaid was Ryane Allen 
and groomsman was Tucker Bentley.

Following a honeymoon trip to the 
Eastern Caribbean, the couple is residing in 
Callahan. 

Thomas and Amanda Fouraker, of 
Bryceville, are proud to announce the birth 
of their daughter Ellie Nicole Fouraker. Ellie 
was born November 21, 2024 at 7:13 a.m. 
at Baptist Medical Center Jacksonville. She 
weighed 7 pounds 11 ounces and measured 20 
inches.

Paternal grandparents are Earl and Lou 
Ellen Fouraker of Bryceville.

Maternal grandparents are Alan and Rose 
Abbott of Sardis, Ohio.

Proud great-grandmothers are Stella 
Thornton of Bryceville; and Kathleen Sweetman of Largo, Florida.

Ellie was welcomed home by her siblings Emma, Thomas Jr. and Nora. 

Julia Allyson Lee Mr. and Mrs. Tyler Bentley

Ellie Nicole Fouraker

  NOW

HIRING!

904-942-8106
542176 US Highway 1 • Unit B • Callahan, FL

 Hormone Replacement  
 Weight Loss 
 IV Therapy 

 Botox 

Now Offering
Direct Primary Care!

(DPC)

info@revitalizehealthandbody.com
www.RevitalizeHealthandBody.com

Kid’s Sports 

Physicals!

Like us on Facebook! www.aabottledgas.com

757-1924
12601 N. MAIN ST. • JACKSONVILLE 

879-2400
450044 SR 200 • CALLAHAN

Open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

WE OFFER RESIDENTIAL 
AND COMMERCIAL 

PROPANE 
INSTALLATIONS!

COME SEE 
US FOR ALL 

YOUR PROPANE 
NEEDS!

$300 
OFF

20# & Up
Cylinder
REFILL

Coupon Expires 12/31/24

CALL FOR 
A FREE 

ESTIMATE!

Pierce Competes in 
World Duck Calling Championship
Tucker Pierce, 16, of Callahan, 

competed in the 2024 World Duck 
Calling Championship in Stuttgart, 
Arkansas, over the Thanksgiving 
weekend. This was the 89th year 
of the contest. Tucker’s goal 
was to place in the top 5 in his 
Intermediate Class. He finished in 
6th Place. Tucker’s proud parents 
are Pastor Adam and Jodie Pierce.

Congratulations, Tucker!

Merry Christmas
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Hometown Realtors
Fernandina Beach Realty

904-879-3011
542188 US Hwy. 1

Callahan

We wish you a

Merry Christmas!

• Tree Removal
• Tree Trimming
• Crane Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Land Clearing
• Demolition
• Landscaping

BEFORE

AFTER

Call today for a 
FREE ESTIMATE!

904-312-2352
Chandler Hogan

Quilt Winner Ticket Drawn
Dawn S. West

The Country Star Quilt Guild held 
their December meeting Monday night 
in The Anchor Church’s fellowship 
hall. The Guild provided fried chicken, 
while members brought covered dishes 
to go with it. Following a wonderful 
dinner together it came the time to 
draw the winning ticket from the 
Guild Fundraiser Quilt. Beginning 
in September the ticket sales began 
through Monday, December 9. The 
quilt spent several days displayed at the 
Westside Journal office; the Northeast 
Florida Fair; and to a few meetings. The 
Guild collected close to $2,000 on this 
fundraiser. The winner of the quilt was 
Connie Carman of Hilliard!

The Guild is 
instrumental in making 
blankets and quilts for The 
Nest Women’s Center; 
pillowcases for Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital in 
Jacksonville so young 
patients have a happy 
pillowcase at the hospital; 
a Memorial Quilt for the 
Veterans Hospital in Lake 
City; and this year Quilts of 

Valor for 14 Veterans.
These ladies love to get together 

and sew and visit! They are an amazing 
group. Each month they hold a monthly 
meeting to discuss upcoming events, 
functions and what organization they 

might be sewing for and when the 
deadline is. They try to have to Sit 
& Sew events the second and fourth 
Fridays of each month at the Callahan 
Lions Club at 9 a.m. Anyone is 
welcomed to attend and join this 
wonderful group and learn how to 
quilt and sew and join in the fun! The 
group is so large, we decided to take 
two photographs so that we could 
see everyone. Visit their website: 
www.countrystarquilters.org. 

CIS Spelling Bee Winners
Callahan Intermediate School hosted 

their Annual 5th Grade Spelling Bee Friday, 
December 6. Congratulations to Abigail 
Chambers for winning First Place; and 
Caleb Smith as Runner-up. All students in 
5th Grade competed in classroom spelling 
bees during November and the winner, 
as well as, the runner up from each class 
participated in the school bee. Abigail 
will represent CIS in the district spelling 
bee in January. Congratulations to all the 
participants!

FREE FOOD DISTRIBUTIONS
Barnabas @ NEFL Fairgrounds

543378 US Hwy. 1 • Callahan
Monday, December 16 • 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.

Callahan First Baptist Church 
45090 Green Ave. • Callahan

Thursday, December 19 • 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Gray Gables Baptist Church
54031 Church Rd. • Callahan

Monday, December 23 • 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Merry Christmas
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Classified Deadline is Tuesday at noon. 
Call 879-4180 or email: news@westsidejournal.net 

LAND/HOMES 
FOR SALE

Spring Lakes Estates HOME FOR SALE BY 
OWNER. Located on Deer Run, 3BR/2.5BA, on 
1.1 acres, beautiful cedar 2-story with wrap around 
porch and detached garage, new roof, $549k. Pre-fin 
approval. Call 904-631-5822 for more information. 
121924

LOOKING FOR SOMEONE TO RAKE & PICK UP 
LIMBS, references required. Call 904-635-0737. 
121224

LOOKING FOR

FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m., 
241723 CR 121. Canopy (10’ x 10’), 2 cameras, Avon 
collectible bottles, PGA men’s & women’s clothes, 
new Michael Kors, coats, gowns, party dresses, 
jewelry, Christmas gifts & lots of crafts! Enjoy FREE 
coffee while you shop! 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 8 a.m. – 3 p.m., 45251 
Fourth Ave. (Callahan Garden Club), Callahan. 
Something for everyone! Finish your Christmas 
shopping here!  

FUNDRAISER YARD SALE for Micah’s Place, 
FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
457591 Old Dixie Hwy., Hilliard. Christmas items, 
linens, clothes, kitchen item, electronics, lots of 
miscellaneous items.

AFFORDABLE TREE SERVICE, trimming/removal, 
licensed and insured, difficult removal specialist. 
FREE estimates! Call 904-349-0869. 112724

DUMPSTER SERVICE, EXCAVATION, demolition, 
driveways, trenching, footers, grave prep, 
construction removal, junk car removal & more! 
Insured. FREE estimates! Call 904-507-9580 or 
904-616-8056. COWS & FAITH EXCAVATION 
SERVICES.    

HOUSE CLEANING by Kayla Jones. Offering 
weekly, bi-weekly and monthly. Deep Cleaning 
services also available. Over 10 years experience! 
References available. Call 904-520-0033. 121224

LET IT SHINE: Christmas Holidays, No time for 
cleaning? House cleaning, baking, etc. Move outs & 
Commercial. Call 904-583-0630. 121924

CP CUSTOM LASER ENGRAVING. 
Call 904-838-8009 and 904-463-
5897. 121924

SOUTHEAST SOFTWASH 
PRESSURE WASHING! FREE 
Estimates! Residential & Commercial. 
Homes, roofs, concrete & more. Call 
Carter, 904-891-7047. tfn

LADSON CONCRETE: Driveways, 
patios, sidewalks, slabs, extensions 
& more. FREE estimates! Call Gage 
at 904-631-5038. eow

It is illegal to discriminate against any person because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin in the sale, rental, financing, appraisal of housing or in the provision of real estate brokerage services. If you 
believe you have been discriminated against or would like further information about your rights or obligations under the Fair Housing Act call Jacksonville Area Legal Aid at 904-356-8371.

SERVICES
GIBBY’S LAWN CARE! Licensed & Insured. FREE 
Estimates! Quality work in Nassau and surrounding 
areas. Residential and commercial. Call 904-622-
6392. tfn 

SCREEN and ALUMINUM SERVICES: includes 
screen repairs on pool enclosures, screen porches, 
replace damaged doors and hardware on enclosures. 
New enclosure installation available also. Full service 
Aluminum company, 1-850-933-0582.121924

NFLS - NORTH FLORIDA LAWN SERVICES! Lawn 
maintenance, landscaping, irrigation repair, tree 
trimming. Licensed & Insured! FREE estimates! Call 
1-904-576-5380. tfn 

FOURAKER MECHANICAL HEATING & AC. 
Installation and service of all brands! Locally owned 
& operated. FREE estimates! Call 945-5404. tfn 

DRYWALL WORK BY SAM! Prefer small jobs or 
repairs. Call 904-674-4492. 121224 

PRESSURE WASHING - Senior Discount! Call or 
text, 904-588-6360. 121924

EQUINE BURIAL, northeast Florida & southeast 
Georgia. Call 912-390-0857. tfn 

C & C SAW & MOWER: We fix lawnmowers, tractors, 
chainsaws, weedeaters, outboard motors and more! 
Call Chuck at 904-507-9263. tfn 

ROBERSON PRESSURE WASHING! Homes & 
sidewalks, Driveways and more! Special Discounts 
for senior citizens, first responders & military. 
Licensed & Insured! Call 904-626-3488. tfn  

AIR POWER HEATING & AIR: Installation and 
Service. Serving Nassau County. Mention this ad to 
receive 10% OFF. Call (904) 314-8892. CAC1815504 

LEVELED UP TRACTOR SERVICE, Hilliard. Tractor 
work, bushhogging, dirt work. Licensed & Insured. 
Call 904-626-6380. tfn 

GRIFFEN BOYZ LAWN SERVICE, Small Yards 
- $65! We aim to please! Residential/Commercial; 
Licensed & Insured. Call David, 904-570-5284, for 
free estimate! tfn

PAINTING! A New Look At An Old Price. Interior/
Exterior  Custom, Professional Painting and more. 
Fully Insured. Call 904-333-3262, www.mnlop.com.   

C & C LAND PROS offer extreme bush hogging 
along with installing culverts and driveways. Licensed 
and Insured. Call (904) 518-0349. tfn 

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Deadline is Tuesdays at Noon
879-4180  •  news@westsidejournal.net

WANTED LANDSCAPE LABORERS, no experience 
or license needed. Call Danny at 904-251-4963. tfn

FULLTIME ELECTRICAL FOREMAN & HELPER 
needed with options of 4-10 hour days. 401k 
and insurance options. Starting pay depending 
on experience. Email resume to: chendry@
hendryelectrical.net or call 904-314-2544 for more 
information. tfn

HELP WANTED! BROCK LANDSCAPE & 
IRRIGATION is looking for a Lawn Spray Tech & 
Irrigation Tech. We are an Industrial and Commercial 
only Landscape Company who specializes only in 
large corporate and government properties. We offer 
top pay in the industry for hardworking individuals. 
Our office is located in Hilliard. Pay depending on 
experience. Holidays and a paid vacation offered. 
Email resume to: cbrocklandscape@windstream.net 
or call 904-507-3299. EOE tfn

THE TOWN OF HILLIARD is seeking a highly 
motivated, qualified individual to serve as an 
Administrative Assistant to perform specialized 
administrative work under the general direction 
of the Town Clerk. Qualified applicant will assist 
with professional and administrative work such as: 
customer service, cash collections, utility system, 
proofreading and editing, having effective oral and 
written communication skills, ability to complete 
assignments within stringent deadlines, excellent 
follow-up skills, ability to be sensitive to political 
issues, responding to citizen inquiries regarding 
official actions; knowledge of Public Information 
and Records Laws, and have the ability to take 
on additional municipal duties as required. High 
School Diploma or equivalent required, associate 
degree in business preferred and at least two years’ 
experience in the public sector or equivalent work 
experience required. Individuals must be proficient 
in Microsoft Word & Excel computer programs and 
have knowledge of Florida Statues. This is a non-
exempt (hourly) full-time position. The Town offers 
extensive benefits programs. Salary is Grade 3: 
ranging from $16.23 - $24.36. The Town of Hilliard 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug Free 
Workplace. Post-offer physical required. Applications 
and a complete position description may be picked 
up at Town Hall located at 15859 West County Road 
108, Hilliard, Florida from 9am until 5pm Monday 
through Friday, or printed from the Town’s website 
www.townofhilliard.com. Applications with resumes 
will be accepted until the position is filled. 121224

OKEFENOKE RURAL ELECTRIC MEMBERSHIP 
CORPORATION is now accepting applications 
for a Mechanic for the Nahunta Office. Interested 
candidates can visit: www.oremc.com/employment 
to view the full job description, and Application for 
Employment. Applications will be accepted via email 
at jobs@oremc.com or at one of our office locations. 
Application deadline is 5 p.m. on December 17, 
2024. OREMC reserves the right to cancel all bids 
for employment. Okefenoke REMC is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer/Drug Free Workplace. 121224 

EMPLOYMENT

SERVICES CONT.

FOR SALE
SHIPPING CONTAINERS FOR SALE! Please 
contact Tina Barnes at 904-714-4310 ext. 1. tfn

PECANS: Cracked and Blown or Cleaned (ready to 
eat)! Call Melissa Canaday at 912-276-4776. 121924

PLANTS! Stawberry and Vidalia Onion plants and 
other vegetable plants; Fresh, local satsumas, citrus 
fruit, tomatoes, plums, jellies & jams. All season 
firewood. JERRY’S OPEN AIR MARKET, open 
every day, 904-715-0060. 121924       

HANDYMAN
NABERS HOME REPAIR, LLC. Painting, pressure 
washing, flooring, decking, repairs, yard clean-up 
& removal. Reliable and affordable. Call 904-200-
4433. 121924 

E-Z REPAIRS! Home repairs: Full remodels, decks, 
plumbing, roofing, flooring, siding, interior/exterior 
painting, etc. 25 years experience. FREE estimates! 
Call  Tom at (904) 586-5078. 121924

HILLIARD, 3BR/2BA BRICK HOME, no pets, 
$1,800/month; $1,800/deposit. Call 904-813-3154.

HILLIARD, 3BR/1.5BA HOUSE, on 1 acre, $1,400/
deposit; $1,400/month; lease required, no pets. Call 
904-545-8571. tfn

BACHELOR/BACHELORETTE or couple, 1BR, 
no pets, drugs or smoking; $1,000/month; $1,000/
deposit, Callahan area. Call 904-955-4889, available 
January 1. tfn

2BR/1BA HOME, Callahan city limits, on 1 acre, 
close to schools and stores, CH/A, W/D hook-up, 
Call 904-507-9580. Available in January. 121924

ROOM FOR RENT, non-smoker, Callahan, perfect 
for mature woman, $500/month, includes everything! 
Call 954-802-2323 (Callahan number).121924

FOR RENT

YARD SALES

HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

904-254-2768
DRYWALL & STUCCO 

REPAIR, PAINTING 
& MORE!

NORTHEAST FLORIDA 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

MITCHELL TANNER

SUPERIOR 
STUMP GRINDING

EXCAVATOR SERVICES

904-699-8957

• Skid Steer/Dirt Work
• Excavation/Drainage
• Driveway/Culverts
• Property Line Clearing
• Pond Embankment Cleaning

• Tree Removal/Trim
• Grapple Truck Service
• Demolition
• Dump Trailer Service
• Reclaim Overgrown Property

Licensed & Insured Locally Owned & Operated

NORTH FLORIDA 
BRUSH CONTROL, LLC
Forestry Mulching • Bush Hogging

Site Prep • Property Access 
Driveways and More! 

BILL DAVIS, Owner/Operator

904-626-0254 
Licensed & Insured • Locally Owned & Operated

www.northfloridabc.com

MOBILE CERTIFIED
RV TECHNICIAN

904-813-3622
BILLY MOSES

• Dumpster Rental
• Junk Removal
• Driveway Safe

Delivery of:
• Rock
• Gravel
• Dirt
• Mulch
Commercial/Residential

904-408-3435
DuvalDumpsterRentals.com

904-525-2801
SERVICING ALL TYPES OF MOWERS, EDGERS,

TRIMMERS, BLOWERS AND GENERATORS
Pick-Up & Delivery Available

904-675-9295
HVAC System Maintenance, 

Repair & Replacement
Residential & Commercial       Licensed & Insured

DIRT DOBBERS, LLC

FILL DIRT
GRADING

LOCALLY OWNED            LICENSED & INSURED

904-855-6534      904-307-5815

HAULING 
DEMO 

POND/LAKE BANKS
LAND CLEARING

SUMMER DIRT SPECIAL - Best Price of the Year!
 Special Discount on 10+ Loads! 

BUCK THAT STUMP
STUMP GRINDING 

& PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

904-803-3165
• STUMP GRINDING •

• TREE SERVICE • FENCING •
LICENSED & INSURED

Homemade
Fruit Cakes!
CHERRIES, PINEAPPLE 

& PECANS ONLY!

Call to Order 904-504-5215
or 904-753-9400

CHRISTMAS SALE
at God’s Bridge Store

(Located behind CVS in Callahan)
Monday - Friday 10 am - 5 pm

ALL MERCHANDISE 
50% OFF + MORE!

Through December 23, 2024 

Prizes & Drawings every day!

450061 STATE RD. 200
CALLAHAN

904-628-0245
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE!

WALK-INS WELCOME! 

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY
10 A.M. - 6 P.M.

SATURDAY 10 A.M. - 4 P.M.

COME GET YOUR 
HOLIDAY CUTS!
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TURN YOUR TREES INTO $$$
WE BUY TIMBER

3 Acre Minimum

Bulldozer, Excavator and 
Tractor Work Also Available

B&V TIMBER
(904)845-2804

Hilliard

See photos at
www.millscreekservices.com

904-414-5129• Land Clearing
• Site Work
• Final Grade
• Gravel Driveways
• Concrete Driveways Insured

PENGUIN AIRE
Cooling & Heating, LLC

SERVICE • SALES • INSTALLATION

904-708-0486
Residential & Commercial #CAC1818313

NORTH FLORIDA SEAMLESS

  GUTTERS
 WHEN QUALITY COUNTS!

CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE! 904.707.1475
Commercial & Residential  •  OVER 38 YEARS EXPERIENCE  •  Licensed & Insured

100% 
Quality 

Guarantee

Freddie Cantrell
Owner

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • INDUSTRIAL

904-314-2544
chendry@hendryelectrical.netEC13008465

Casey Hendry
President

CALLAHAN SPEEDWAY
ALL CLASSES RACING!

BIG RC RACE!
SATURDAY, DEC. 14TH at 2 p.m.

Admission - $15 (6 years & Under FREE)
Cart Racing Every Saturday Night at 6 p.m.     For more information, call 904-254-7085

Across from the Northeast Florida Fairgrounds • US 1

Nassau Council of Arts and Culture 
Awarded Grant 

The Nassau Council of Arts and 
Culture is honored to announce 
that it has been awarded a $10,000 
Emerging Opportunities Grant 
from The Community Foundation 
for Northeast Florida. This grant 
represents a significant investment in 
the future of arts and culture in Nassau 
County, particularly in the growing 
mid-county and western rural 
communities. The grant will 
provide critical funding to 
support capacity building, 
program development, and 
organizational growth for 
the Nassau Council of Arts 
and Culture as it transitions 
into a nonprofit entity. 

Additionally, the grant includes 
a full organizational assessment by the 
Nonprofit Center of Northeast Florida 
to ensure the council’s long-term 
success. The initiative reflects Nassau 
County’s dedication to fostering vibrant 
communities through arts and culture, 
with a special emphasis on engaging 
younger generations. By expanding 
its reach beyond the traditional focus 
on the island communities, the Nassau 
Council of Arts and Culture aims to 
foster deeper engagement across the 
entire county. Amy Palmer, Program 
Director at The Community Foundation, 
emphasized the importance of this 
investment, stating, “Because of the 
significant impact Nassau Council of 
Arts and Culture will have on Nassau 

County as its officially designated local 
arts agency, we are pleased to award 
this Emerging Opportunities Grant. 
These grants support timely projects 
and organizations that address pressing 
community needs, leverage other 
funding opportunities, and promote 
collaboration.” 

Emerging Opportunities Grants 
are part of The Community 

Foundation’s strategic 
efforts to respond to 
unmet community needs 
and advance innovative, 
collaborative solutions. 

This funding will enable the 
Nassau Council of Arts and 

Culture to strengthen its role 
as a vital advocate and champion 

for arts and culture throughout Nassau 
County. Richard Restiano, President of 
the Nassau Council of Arts and Culture, 
expressed gratitude for the award 
saying, “This grant is a transformative 
step forward for our organization and 
the communities we serve. By extending 
our mission into the mid-county growth 
areas and rural western regions, we are 
excited to build lasting connections 
that celebrate and elevate the arts for 
everyone in Nassau County.” 

For more information about the 
Nassau Council of Arts and Culture and 
its initiatives, please contact Richard 
Restiano, President at 815-579-1677 or 
email: president@ncacfl.org.

Join us for Teen Court! Real Teenage offenders…Real Crimes…Real Court Sanctions 
handed down. All by Teen Attorneys, Jurors and Court Officers.

Next Session: Tuesday, December 17, 2024
We need you to volunteer to serve on our Jury today! Stay in touch by phone or emails! 

Sign-in between 5:30 to 5:45 p.m. Jeans and collared shirts required for boys; and modest 
dress for girls. Court begins promptly at 6 p.m. and is over by 7 p.m. Three (3) hours of 
Community Service for each Court Session! Court meets at the Robert M. Foster Judicial 
Center in Yulee. Simply show up, sign up and serve on the jury. Call at 904-548-4520.

Nassau County Teen Court

Happy Birthday
Pam Nelson!

Hope your birthday is full of surprises! 
You are very appreciated and loved by many!

Love,
Your friend!



Thought of the week...
Faith ends where worry 
begins and worry ends 

where faith begins.

Page 10 N Westside Journal N  Thursday, December 12, 2024

OBITUARIES
Jerome Arnold, Jr. 

Jerome Arnold, Jr., of 
Hilliard, passed from this 
life December 6, 2024, 
in the Warner Center for 
Caring in Fernandina Beach, 

surrendering in his 5-year fight against 
bladder cancer. He was the only son of six 
children born to Jerome and Ellen Geneva 
(Barber) Arnold. He was born December 
1, 1941, in the home of his grandmother, 
Mary Jane (Justice) Barber in Manor, Ware 
County, Georgia. The Arnold family’s 
residence was in Fernandina Beach when, 
at the time of his birth, his mother traveled 
to her parental home where he was born. 
Jerome attended school in Fernandina and 
continued living there until moving to 
Hilliard in 1981. 

He retired from the Nassau County 
School Board maintenance department and 
remained close friends with many of his co-
workers. He was an avid fan of racing and of 
Dale Earnhardt with an extensive collection 
of race car memorabilia. Following 
retirement, he spent time traveling, fishing, 
having daily breakfast with the guys at the 
local Hardee’s and continued development 
of his talent for “horse trading”. Along with 
his parents; he was preceded in death by 
his son Jerome Arnold, III; grandson Shaun 
McClung; sister Gwanis Freeman Johns; 
and the mother of his children Carolyn 
(Weaver) Arnold. 

He is survived by his wife of 40 years, 
Nella J “Butch” Arnold; daughters Vicky L. 
Rushing of Fernandina Beach and Carol D. 
Arnold of Waycross; son Grady D. Arnold of 
Hilliard; sisters Imogene Smith and Janice 
Stokes, of Fernandina Beach, Geraldine 
“Jerri” Miles and Wanda Arnold of Hilliard; 
stepsons Leland and Dean Higginbotham of 
Hilliard and Garland Higginbotham; four 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren; 
along with numerous nieces, nephews, 
cousins and other relatives.

The family will receive friends, 
Wednesday, December 11 a.m. at Hilliard 
First Assembly of God prior to the funeral 
service at 11 a.m. 

Sonia Crews Bass 
Sonia Jean Crews Bass, 

of Hilliard, passed away 
December 4, 2024, in her 
home, following a quick and 
dirty battle with cancer. She 

was born May 12, 1946 in Hilliard. She 
was one of four children born to Frank and 
Jennie Smith Crews. She enjoyed working 
crosswords, the Bee Gees, Johnny Cash and 
spending time at home with her husband. 
Sonia put Christ on in baptism and was a 
faithful follower until the end. 

She was preceded in death by her 
parents; and brothers Frank and Harry 
Crews. She was a devoted wife for the 
past 11 years, to Robert, a beloved mother 
to her sons, a steadfast friend to her 
stepdaughters, and forever remembered by 
her grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
as a doting grandma. She leaves a gaping 
hole in the lives of her family. Sonia will be 
greatly missed by all who knew her. 

Sonia is survived by her husband 
Robert Bass; sons Jack (Maria) Greggo 
and David Greggo; daughters Donna 
(Mike) Simpkins, Dawn Poole and Kelly 
Bartchlett; sisters Bonnie (Winston) Drury 
and Erma Sue Crews; 13 grandchildren; 10 
great-grandchildren; as well as extended 
family members and friends.

A wake will be held Saturday, December 
14 from 2-4 p.m. at the family home in 
Hilliard.

Bert Geiger, Jr. 
Bert Geiger, Jr., 89, 

of Hilliard, passed away 
Thursday, December 5, 2024, 
at his residence. He was born 
October 25, 1935 in Nassau 

County, Florida to the late Bert Geiger, Sr. 
and Rosa Bell Mizell Geiger. Bert worked in 
the insurance industry for 30 years. He won 
many awards while working. After retiring 
from the insurance business, he joined 
his wife and sons in their family bicycle 
business, A & B Bike Shop, for 16 years. 
He loved his family. He was very steadfast 
in his faith. His proudest moment in life 
was getting his family to go to church. In 
his spare time, he enjoyed working on sugar 
cane and bowling.

In addition to his parents; he was 
preceded in death by two children, Michael 
Ira Geiger and Christopher Dell Geiger; a 
granddaughter Whitney Morgan Geiger; 
and siblings Betty Lucille Geiger, Troy 
Cecil Geiger and John Wesley Geiger.

He is survived by his loving wife of 
67 years, Annette V. Geiger; a son Bert 
(Lindsey) Geiger, III; daughter-in-law 
Charmion Geiger; five grandchildren Justin 
Geiger, Ashley Geiger-Burns, Christopher 
Geiger, Ryan Geiger and Kayley Geiger-
Compton; and 15-great-grandchildren.

The family will receive friends Friday, 
December 13 at 11 a.m. at Buford Grove 
Baptist Church, Hilliard, prior to the 
funeral service held at 12 p.m. with Bro. 
Mike Pruitt officiating. Burial will follow 
at Sardis Cemetery. 

Condolences may be expressed at: 
www.shepardrobersonfh.com. 

Arrangements by Shepard-Roberson 
Funeral Home, Folkston.

Barbara Diane Gray 
Barbara Diane Gray, 77, 

of Hilliard, passed away 
peacefully November 26, 
2024. She was born November 
25, 1947 in Jacksonville, to 

the late Emmett Carmichael and Margaret 
Milligan Carmichael. Barbara was proud 
to be a resident of Hilliard and called it 
home. Barbara loved and raised her two 
children, Jason and Angela, and taught 
them everything they needed to know. 
Her family was her world and she showed 
unconditional affection to them always. 
Barbara enjoyed watching movies and 
spending time with her family, especially 
her grandchildren. She was an amazing 
mother, sister and grandmother, that will 
be dearly missed. Barbara was preceded 
in death by her parents; and sisters Linda 
Strickland and Sue Carmichael.

Barbara leaves behind her loving 
children Jason (Shelly) Gray and Angela 
(Paul) Jusselin; grandchildren Riley Gray, 
Noah Gray, Ashleigh Jusselin, Catherine 
Jusselin and Hannah Jusselin.

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral 
Home, Callahan, 904-879-1770. 

Visit www.nassaufh.com to sign the 
family’s guest book.

Judy Crew Jordan 
Judy Ann Crews Jordan, 71, 

of Douglas, Georgia, passed 
away Monday, December 2, 
2024. She was born December 
29, 1952, in Folkston, Georgia, 

to the late Alvin Crews and Annie Lois 
Wilson Crews. Judy’s favorite pastime 
was working with her flowers and plants, 
and fishing. She loved her children, 
grandchildren, and her belated dog, 
Annabelle. In addition to her parents; she is 
preceded in death by a daughter Kimberly 
Ann Harris; granddaughter Miracle Harris; 
and five siblings Aubrey Crews, Patsy 
Crews, Jerry Crews, Ricky Crews and 
Michael Crews.

She is survived by her son David 
(Alysha) Harris; six grandchildren Christin 
Heavener, Zachary Harris, Javiun Harris, 

Dirt Work
Excavator Work
Extreme Bush Hogging & Mulching

904-518-0349

C&C LAND PROS
WWW.CANDCLANDPROS.COM

Licensed & Insured

A New Look At An Old Price
Interior/Exterior Custom Painting

Matthew D. Fisher, Owner

904-333-3262
www.mnlop.com

Professional Painting with a Personal Touch

105 US Hwy. 90 West • Baldwin • 904-266-0072
Please visit our webside for valuable resources and information: www.warrenfuneralservices.com

Family Owned ~ Family Focused

Have you ever considered pre-planning 
your own final arrangements?

Doing so provides peace of mind not only for 
you, but your loved ones as well.  It ensures that you 
get to make your own choices regarding the type 
and cost of service you desire, freeing your family 
from “hoping” they are doing what you would have 
wanted. Arrangements can be paid for in advance, 
thereby locking the cost at current prices and saving 
your family additional stress at what is already a 
difficult emotional time.

 Several plans and payment options are available to fit every need. If you would like to 
discuss arrangements or have any questions, we encourage you to contact us.

Dana Forbes, Preneed Agent/Office Manager

$60 PER CHILD
$10 Multi-child discounts available

Call 845-2733 
37516 Oxford Street • Hilliard

NOW 
REGISTERING 

FOR

BASKETBALL
THROUGH DEC. 13

BOYS & GIRLS
AGES 5-15REGISTER ONLINE!

VETERANS ASSISTANCE
Bob Sullivan & Chris Newsom
Nassau County Veterans’ Service Officers

Advocating for Nassau County Veterans
76347 Veterans Way • Yulee, FL 32097

904-548-4670 • 904-548-4671 • FAX 904-548-4539
bsullivan@nassauclerk.com • cnewsom@nassauclerk.com

TIMBER BROKERS

CALLAHAN TIMBER 
COMPANY, INC.
904-879-3702

FAX: 904-879-5024

EMAIL: OFFICE1@CALLAHANTIMBER.COM

A family graveside memorial service 
will be held later at Bosque Bello Cemetery 
Fernandina Beach.

Oxley Heard Funeral Directors, 
Fernandina Beach is in charge of 
arrangements. 

Please share your memories and 
condolences at www.oxleyheard.com.

www.mywestsidejournal.com
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OBITUARIES
James Mark Thompson

James Mark Thompson, 70, 
of Leesville, South Carolina, 
passed away December 2, 2024. 
He was born in Albertville, 
Alabama, to Jim and Edna 

Thompson. Mark was a devoted husband to 
Anna Kay Thompson for 27 years.

Mark was a 1973 graduate of West 
Nassau High School. Mark will be 
remembered for his honesty and ethics, his 
personal and business life resilience, and 
the wonderful sense of humor he shared 
with all who knew him. His memory will 
continue to live on in the hearts of those 
who loved him dearly. Mark’s career in 
the printing industry spanned much of his 
life, beginning at a young age when he 
worked at his family’s business, Florida 
Sun Printing. This early exposure set the 
foundation for a successful career in the 
field. Over the years, Mark transitioned 
into ownership and leadership, successfully 
running Florida Sun Printing in Callahan, 
for over 20 years, leaving an indelible mark 
on the local community.

In addition to his work with Florida 
Sun Printing, Mark’s career also included 
the founding and establishment of the 
Westside Journal, a notable publication in 
Callahan. His journey in the printing and 
media world took him to various positions 
across the country and worldwide, where 
he contributed to different organizations’ 
growth and success. These included stints at 

Janice Carroll Perkins 
Janice Carroll Perkins, 

74, of Hilliard, passed away 
peacefully December 5, 2024. 
She was born March 6, 1950 in 
Lyons, Georgia to the late Otis 

and Iris Carroll. Janice was the epitome of 
what it means to be a mother and what a 
true matriarch is. She would put her own 
needs to the side and do what was necessary 
to make sure her children had what they 
needed. Janice knew that the sacrifices she 
made would be worth it for a better future 
for her family. Between all the hard work, 
perseverance, and sheer willpower, Janice 
earned an entry level position working at 
the Internal Revenue Service. Although her 
position began at entry level, she made such 
an impact on those around and above her 
that she ended up earning promotions and 
working there for almost 30 years. 

Janice worked a lot to provide for her 
children but also took time to have fun and 
create a balanced life. She would take her 
kids camping when they were younger and 
passed that tradition down to her daughter, 

Pamela J. Soulé
Attorney At Law

Providing legal services including:
	 •  IRS Taxpayer Representation
	 •  Tax Planning & Preparation
	 •  Estate Planning
	 •  Probate
	 •  General Practice

(904) 628-0635 Call to schedule your appointment!

Since 1996

Jacksonville
4812 San Juan Ave.

Callahan
542412 US Hwy. 1, Suite D

Email: Pam@CountryTaxPrep.com

DIG RIGS ATV 
SERVICE & REPAIR
9 0 4 - 4 3 7 - 8 9 5 8

ATVREPAIRS@BIKERIDER.COM

LIFTS & PORTALS • AXLES • REPAIRS
MAINTENANCE • TUNE-UPS • UPGRADES

TIRES & BRAKES • CUSTOMIZATIONS

           Tillman Roofing 
Shingles • Metal • Flat

Roof Repairs & Roof Maintenance 

904-845-8280
FAX 904-527-1463 • www.tillmanroofing.com
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

CCC1327969/CGC1512791

Rhonda. Janice was an avid seamstress and 
enjoyed sewing with a passion. She had 
an entire room dedicated to sewing and let 
her artistic side shine by making clothing 
for family members for holidays or special 
occasions. Janice stood up for what she 
believed in and never wavered or let people 
walk over her. She was an ideal role model 
for her children and grandchildren. Janice 
enjoyed spending time with her family 
more than anything in the world. She was 
a loving mother, sister, grandmother and 
great-grandmother, that will be dearly 
missed. Janice was preceded in death by her 
parents; husband Gary Perkins; and siblings 
Billy Carroll and Nancy Ednie.

Janice is survived by her daughter 
Rhonda (Eugene) Evans; son Kevin (Kerry) 
Greenwell; an extra special cousin who is 
more like a sister Gale (Larry) Fitzpatrick; 
grandchildren Jonathan Greenwell, Shelby 
Waldron, Michael Greenwell, Blaine Evans 
and Crystal Raulerson; great-grandchildren 
Aden Evans, River Greenwell, Harrison 
Meide, Harper Meide and Waylon Evans.

Pallbearers will be Eugene Evans, 
Blaine Evans, Jonathan Greenwell, Michael 
Greenwell, John Fitzpatrick and Andrew 
Fitzpatrick. 

Honorary pallbearers will be Dr. John 
Vu with MD Anderson Cancer Center and 
Dr. Orlando Florete with ORLES Pain 
Management. The family would like to 
express their appreciation for all the years 
of dedication. 

A graveside celebration of life service 
will be held Thursday, December 12 at 
1 p.m. at Moseley Cemetery in Uvalda, 
Georgia, with Pastor Charles Newsome 
officiating. 

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral 
Home, Callahan, 904-879-1770. 

Visit www.nassaufh.com to sign the 
family’s guest book.

the Sand Mountain Reporter in Albertville, 
Alabama, Carolina Printing in Cayce, 
South Carolina, and Harris Corporation in 
Warren, Ohio, where he installed printing 
presses worldwide.

Mark’s passion for the printing industry 
and his commitment to his work, shaped the 
businesses and communities he was a part 
of, leaving a lasting legacy in every place 
he worked.

Mark loved to fish and use his tractor 
to keep his home neat and attractive. He 
was an avid Alabama Crimson Tide Fan 
and loved to travel around the United States 
and Europe. As a St. Peter Lutheran Church 
member in Chapin, South Carolina, he 
enjoyed participating in church ministries 
in South America.

He is survived by his wife, Kay 
Thompson; siblings Rebecca (Robert) 
Tedeschi, and David (Mary Kate) 
Thompson, all of Callahan; nephews Jimmy 
(Joanna) Thompson, Richard (Larysa) 
Tedeschi and Russell (Kassie) Tedeschi; 
nieces Jessica (Joel) Harvin and Rosalie 
(Samuel) Howarth; and five great-nephews 
and three great-nieces.

A memorial service will be held 
Friday, December 13 at 11 a.m. at St. Peter 
Lutheran Church, 900 Dreher Island Road, 
Chapin, SC. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
donations made to: St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital (https://www.stjude.org/
donate/); American Cancer Society (https://
donate.cancer.org/); or Samaritan’s Purse 
(https://www.samaritanspurse.org/our-
ministry/donate-online/).

Dawson Harris, Cheyanne Hutcheson and 
Bradley Harris; two great-grandchildren 
Jessalynn Conner and Jamitri Jordan; and 
sisters Jackie (Ken) Matthews and Lisa 
Best.

The family received friends Friday, 
December 6 at Shepard-Roberson Funeral 
Home. The funeral service was held 
Saturday, December 7 also at the funeral 
home, with Pastor Dwight Allen officiating. 
Burial followed in Pigeon Creek Cemetery. 

Pallbearers were Zach Harris, Dawson 
Harris, Willie Manbeck, Cory Roddenberry 
and Allen Burch.

Condolences may be expressed at www.
shepardrobersonfh.com.  

Arrangements by Shepard-Roberson 
Funeral Home, Folkston.

904-713-9600
“Perfect Temperature Any Season”

#CAC057369
ER13016159

Learn more at www.tropicaire.net

Generac Home Standby Generators range 
from 10-26 kW so you can backup everything 
that matters. 

Energy Efficient  •  Great Maintenance Contracts  •  24-Hour Emergency Service

Full Service Electric Contractor
Power your life and prepare for 
power outages with Generac!

Call us today!
Your Authorized Generac Installation & Service Provider
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Fun at the Callahan Christmas Parade!


