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“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.”  - Psalm 46:1
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Groundhog Day

Friday, February 2

Welcome…Callahan Feed & Western Wear!
Dawn S. West

If you lived in Callahan any amount 
of time, you were familiar with Eason’s 
Feed Store. Even if you didn’t have 
animals, one time or another you at least 
passed by the store. Mrs. Eason decided 
to sell the store and local customer Kim 
Mott took the challenge to purchase it. 
She and partner Pete Fennel talked it 
over and closed the deal in December. 
Kim, Pete, their employees and many 
volunteers have worked day and night 
renovating the store portion of the 

building and organizing the warehouse 
the way they wanted it to be. Pete, 
who was Kim’s boss for 17 years, 
has a fulltime job, however thought 
this adventure sounded like a good 
investment and a big change of pace for 
him! 

The feed store has always been a 
familiar staple in Callahan. They aren’t 
going to change a thing about the feed 
store except maybe some new products! 
They now have peanut hay and Larsen 
compressed alfalfa blocks (500-1,000 
lbs.). Customers will still be greeted 
at the warehouse door and their feed, 
scratch and hay will be brought to their 
trucks. All the same employees remain: 
Ms. Betty, Sassy, Preston, Joey and 
Kyle along with Kim and Pete (from 
time to time). 

While visiting the store last week, 
I was amazed by the flow of vehicles 
that pulled into the convenient drive-

thru driveway, hopped out of 
their vehicle, gave their list 
to one of the men and went in 
and paid. When they returned 
the guys were loading their 
vehicles as they requested and 
the customer was out the door. 
It was a smooth as clock work. 
Another came and asked a 
particular question about one 
of their animals. They got the 
answer they needed and what 
they needed for that animal. 

Ms. Betty and Sassy are 
normally at the register in the 
newly remodeled store. They 
both greet customers from the 

time they enter the building and ask, 
“How can I help you?” 

Ms. Betty worked for Eason’s since 
2011. She has her own collection of 
animals and cares for each one of 
them. She pretty much can answer any 
question you have about your animal. 
She explained to me about Nature’s 

Bedding Pellets. “A lot of people use this 
instead of cat litter. It has a fresh scent 
and cleans up better,” said Ms. Betty. 
“These medium flake pine shavings are 
great for horse stalls.” She’s a true gem!

The western wear portion of the store 
is amazing. There is such a great variety 
of clothing. Jeans, boots, jewelry, hats 
and more! “We wanted to have a place 
for classy clothes at affordable prices,” 
said Kim. “This has been a lifelong 
dream of mine! I’m from Callahan 
and have always bought my feed and 
supplies here. It only seemed natural for 
me to buy it and make it my own.”

The store carries brands including 
Wrangler and Ariat Jeans, Blazin Roxx 
and DBL boots, Scully Leather and 
Honey Creek and much more. The store 
is large and very easy to maneuver 
through. Everything is set up so it’s easy 
to find what you’re looking for but also 
easy to find something new! There are 
so many styles…there’s something for 
everyone in this western store!

Callahan Feed and Western Wear 
will celebrate their Grand Opening this 
Saturday, February 3 from 11 a.m. - 3 
p.m. There will be food, drawings for 
store items, feed and much more! Come 
and check out the new store, meet the 
new owners and have some fun! Their 
phone number is 879-2295 and the 
regular hours are Monday - Saturday, 
8 a.m. - 6 p.m. The store is located at 
618367 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Avenue in Callahan. Congratulations on 
the new store and good luck!   

Nassau Art Show Impressive
If you didn’t get a chance to go 

to the 6th Annual Nassau Art at the 
Callahan Depot, you certainly missed 
a chance to see some very impressive 
artwork. There was a variety of art 
from paintings to photographs to wood 
crafted art. The West Nassau Historical 
Society did a great job in arranging all 

the pieces so that each was 
very visible throughout 
the depot. Students from 
West Nassau, Hilliard and 
Fernandina Beach High 
Schools also had some 
great pieces on display. 
Guests were allowed to 

choose their 
own ‘people’s 
choice’ award 
by voting 
on their top three (3) art 
pieces. 

At lunch, all the artists 
enjoyed a luncheon 
provided by the Historical 
Society in the annex. 
Following the lunch, the 
winners were announced. 
The pieces were judged 
by Pablo Riveria of 
Jacksonville, who 
currently has sculptures 
showing at the Southlight 
Gallery in Jacksonville. 

First place adult 

winners received a $50 gift card and the 
top four student artists were given a $25 
gift card.  

The winners were: 
Photography: 1st Place Hugh 

Graham, Towering Yucca; 2nd Place 
James Widerman, Man Working on 
Pipe Organ; and 3rd Place Evelyn 
McDonald, Hidden Figures

3D: 1st Place April Eason, Warrior 
Pride; 2nd Place Elizabeth Weigel, The 
Osprey; and 3rd Place Lester Simmons, 
Linda the Woman

Painting: 1st Place Ginger Bender, 
See ‘Nassau Art Show’ on page 2
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Proud member of the 

Letters to the Editor S
In Response
Dear Editor,

I read with interest Marci McCosh’s letter 
regarding a proposed revision of a Nassau 
County Animal Ordinance. Over the last 
several months, indeed those interested in 
bringing humane animal practices to Nassau 
County have presented abundant facts 
and empirical evidence to commissioners 
regarding 

Not only the negative impact unattended 
tethering has on the behavior of an animal but 
also the negative impact it has on the image 
of a community, as well as the resulting 
challenges to public safety of its residents. 

A focus of her letter is temperature. I 
invite you to visit this site to see facts relevant 
to temperatures requirements, primarily 
associated with dogs, the species being 
addressed in the revision.

https: / /www.extension.purdue.edu/
extmedia/VA/VA-16-W

I agree with one comment from Ms. 
McCosh, “…we cannot let a select few dictate 
our way of life.” More fact...as of the 2010 
census Nassau County is no longer considered 
“rural” based on the density of population 

Winter Chicken Bake
1 sweet potato
1/2 medium sweet onion, chopped
1 medium apple - peeled, cored, and chopped
3 carrots, peeled and chopped

2 skinless, boneless chicken breast halves
2 tablespoons barbecue sauce
1 cup cranberries 

Preheat oven to 375º. Lightly grease a baking dish. Pierce the sweet potato several times 
with a fork and cut in half. Place in a microwave-safe dish; pour water to about 1/2-inch deep. 
Cook in microwave 10 minutes. Arrange the onion, apple, and carrots into the bottom of the 
prepared baking dish. Brush the barbecue sauce on both sides of the chicken breasts and lay 
atop the vegetables. Peel the sweet potato and cut into large chunks; scatter into the baking 
dish. Sprinkle the cranberries over the dish. Bake in the preheated oven until the chicken is 
tender and no longer pink in the center, 45 to 55 minutes. Allow to cool 5 minutes before 
serving.

In the Kitchen...

Baker & Rhodes
Attorneys at Law

Gary Baker • Matthew L. Rhodes
Marital & Family Law • DUI/Criminal • Personal Injury • Auto Accidents

(904) 879-4111
45328 Green Avenue • Callahan

Callahan Chiropractic Clinic
Dr. Daniel R. Weaver 
Located in the Subway Shopping Center

Open Mon., Wed., & Fri. 9 a.m. - noon, 2 - 5 p.m.

Dr. Daniel R. Weaver

904-879-2209
School Physicals & Sports Physicals $25 

NEW MASSAGE THERAPIST
Kim Anderson, MA#30630 and MM#14633

Most Insurance Accepted • Special Cash Discounts
Patient must present this coupon at first visit.

      $45new patient specialWITH NO INSURANCE

ask about our

Computer Diagnostics • Brakes • CV Axles & Much More

904-507-1880
 We'll Beat Any Interstate Battery Price!

35105 Quail Rd. • Callahan • Anthony Stamps MV#80909

Locally Owned & Operated                                                                                                                                                   www.FranklinEquipmentSales.com

551797 US Hwy. 1 • Hilliard
(Across from Hilliard Pharmacy)

RENTAL EQUIPMENT!
Franklin Equipment Sales is now offering a 

line up of light construction & DIY 
Rental Equipment! Delivery Available!

Daily • Weekend • Weekly • 4-Week Rentals
Call for pricing and availability

904-675-9129

TORO 36” Power Trowel
Loader/Backhoe

STX 26 Stump Grinder

Pressure Washers

Stihl CutQuik Saw

Stihl Earth Auger

Deere 26G Mini Excavator

TORO TRX 36” Trencher

Skid Steer Track Loader

McGirts Creek; 2nd Place 
Gary Johns, Tatanka Great 
Bison; and 3rd Place Barbara 
Davis, Blue Iris

People's Choice Adult 
Division: Ginger Bender, 
McGirts Creek

Student Open Division: 
Best of Division: Jillian Cason, 
FBHS, Granpa Alan; 1st Place 
Kailyn Wofford, WNHS, 

Nassau Art Show                  Continued from page 1

Hummingbirds; 2nd Place Michelle 
Hamilton, WNHS, Tom Petty; and 3rd 
Place Gage Perna, FBHS, Walking the 
Dog.

The winning artwork will be shown 
at the VyStar Credit Union in Callahan 
February 9-16 and Southeastern Bank 
in Hilliard February 16-23.  

per square mile. Nassau County is now in 
the suburban category as being an extension 
of Jacksonville. The majority of the influx of 
expected new residents to Nassau County will 
be east of I-95. As we see these new residents 
arriving, we hear their surprise as to how 
little Nassau County has progressed relative 
to other areas on the animal anti-cruelty path. 
That “select few” she references is seemingly 
becoming west Nassau County, e.g. hunters, 
farmers, etc. 

No doubt Ms. McCosh loves her animals 
but unfortunately animal shelters including 
NCAS are filled with malnourished, diseased, 
behavioral challenged animals, through no 
fault of their own. Inhumane animal care is 
a reality in Nassau County and unfortunately 
as statistics show, the majority of these 
animals entering the shelter are coming from 
west Nassau. Perhaps visiting the shelter 
might give her a better perspective about 
how irresponsible animal owners treat their 
animals. Per the facts, unattended tethering is 
a practice of irresponsible animal owners and 
that practice needs to end.

Respectively,
Rebecca Ayers

Jordi Addresses Ladies Group

Members of the Garden Interest group in the Amelia Plantation Ladies Association 
attended a presentation conducted by County Director/Horticulture Agent IV Becky 
Jordi. Jordi gave several tips to use in their gardens and landscapes. 

If you have a garden club or community group that would like to request a 
presentation from Ms. Jordi, contact her at rljordi@ufl.edu, or call at 904-530-6351.

Clothes Collection Continues
Joel Pace Piano and his 

music students are collecting 
clothing for their clothing 
giveaways and homeless 
ministries! All sizes of gently 
used clothing and shoes are 
always needed and can be 
dropped off anytime at the 
studio at 14244 Pace Road, 
Jacksonville! For more 
information, visit: facebook.
com/joelpacepiano.



Just My Opinion
Roger R. West
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AA Meeting
8 p.m. 

Westside 
Republican Club

7 p.m.
Hilliard Community Ctr.

YOGA @ Callahan 
Garden Club

6:30 p.m.
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

  

Hilliard 
VFW 10095

7 p.m.
Reformers 

Unanimous
Addiction 7 p.m.

Grace Baptist, Baldwin

Reformers 
Unanimous

Addiction 7 p.m.
Grace Baptist, Baldwin

United 
Daughters of the 

Confederacy
11 a.m. 

Hilliard Library

Reformers 
Unanimous

Addiction 7 p.m.
Grace Baptist, Baldwin

American Legion 
Post 401, Hilliard

7 p.m.

Reformers 
Unanimous

Addiction 7 p.m.
Grace Baptist, Baldwin

AA Meeting
8 p.m.

Gardening Club 
of Hilliard - 7 p.m.

Lions Club
7 p.m.

YOGA @ Callahan 
Garden Club

6:30 p.m.

         AA Meeting
        8 p.m.

PAL Meetings
6 p.m. Hilliard Library

Dulcimer Jammers
10 a.m. 

Hilliard Library

         AA Meeting
          8 p.m.

PAL Meetings
6 p.m. 

Hilliard Library

Dulcimer Jammers
10 a.m. 

Hilliard Library

Nassau Single 
Senior Citizens

The Pig BBQ  1 p.m.

          AA Meeting
           8 p.m.

PAL Meetings
6 p.m. 

Hilliard Library

Dulcimer Jammers
10 a.m. 

Hilliard Library

Valentine’s 
Day

          AA Meeting
          8 p.m.

GNCCC 
Lunch & Learn 

Noon
NAMI 

Connections 2 p.m.
Mickler St. County Bldg.

TOPS 
Callahan 7 p.m.

BINGO 
American Legion Post 401 

6 p.m.

          AA Meeting
        8 p.m.

Bryceville Club 
11 a.m. 

Library Advisory 
Board Meeting
3 p.m. - Bryceville

Callahan Town
7 p.m.

2 3
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14131211

23 2421 22201918

282625
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27 

          AA Meeting
          8 p.m.

NAMI 
Connections 2 p.m.
Mickler St. County Bldg.

TOPS 
Callahan 7 p.m.
Hilliard Town

7 p.m. 
BINGO 

American Legion Post 401 
6 p.m.

15

AA Meeting
8 p.m.

Hilliard Hookers
Knit/Crochet - 6 p.m.

Presidents’ 
Day

1

  AA Meeting
8 p.m.

WN Genealogical 
Society 10:30 a.m.

Country Star 
Quilt Guild 7 p.m. 

Kelly’s RV Clubhouse  

Hilliard Hookers
Knit/Crochet - 6 p.m.

           AA Meeting
            8 p.m.
Lions Club

7 p.m.

YOGA @ Callahan 
Garden Club

6:30 p.m.
Dulcimer Jammers

5-8 p.m. 
Hilliard Library

          AA Meeting
       8 p.m.

Hilliard Town
7 p.m. 
NAMI 

Connections 2 p.m.
Mickler St. County Bldg.

TOPS 
Callahan 7 p.m.

BINGO 
American Legion Post 401 

6 p.m.

AA Meeting
8 p.m.

PAL Meetings
Parents of  Addicted 

Loved Ones
6 p.m. 

Hilliard Library

Dulcimer Jammers
10 a.m. 

Hilliard Library

AA Meeting
7 p.m.

AA Meeting
7 p.m.

AA Meeting
7 p.m.

AA Meeting
904-399-8535

7 p.m.

FEBRUARY

          AA Meeting
         8 p.m. 

NAMI 
Connections 2 p.m.

TOPS 
Callahan 7 p.m.

BINGO 
American Legion Post 401 

6 p.m.
Historical Society
6:30 p.m. @ Depot

AA Meeting
8 p.m.

Hilliard Hookers
Knit/Crochet - 6 p.m.
YOGA @ Callahan 

Garden Club
6:30 p.m.

Callahan Town
7 p.m.

AA Meeting
8 p.m. 

Friends of the 
Hilliard Library

7 p.m.

           Tillman Roofing  
Shingles • Metal • Flat

Roof Repairs & Roof Maintenance 

904-845-8280
FAX 904-527-1463 • www.tillmanroofing.com
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

CCC1327969/CGC1512791

MAKE US YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR 
ALL YOUR OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT NEEDS!

Locally Owned & Operated
www.FranklinEquipmentSales.com

551797 US Hwy. 1 • Hilliard
(Across from Hilliard Pharmacy)

904-675-9129
Sales • Service • Rentals

0% Financing 
Available W.A.C.

0% Financing Up 
to 48 Months W.A.C.

879-2400
450044 SR 200 • CALLAHAN

Open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

757-1924
12601 N. MAIN ST. • JACKSONVILLE

Like us on Facebook!

No Tank Rent!  No Deposit!  No Contract!
www.aabottledgas.com

$200 
OFF

Any Size 
Bottle Gas 

Refill

Coupon Expires 2/14/18

20% OFF 
Grilling Accessories 

GET YOUR VALENTINE 
WHAT HE REALLY WANTS!

$100 OFF
Medium, Large or 

X-Large Eggs!

Happy 
Valentine’s 

Day!

With the illegal immigrants in this country being one of the hottest topics among 
the Washington elitists I have a few quotes from past and present elected officials 
that I agree with and thought I would share: 

1. “I am adamantly against illegal immigrants. Certainly we have to do more at 
our borders and people have to stop employing illegal immigrants.”

2. “We are a generous and welcoming people here in the United States—but those 
who enter the country illegally and those who employee them disrespect the rules 
of law. They are showing disregard for those who are following the law. We simply 
cannot allow people to pour into the United States undetected, undocumented, 
unchecked and circumventing the line of people who are waiting patiently and 
lawfully to become immigrants.”

3. “All Americans, not only in the states heavily affected but every place in this 
country, are rightly disturbed by the large numbers of illegal aliens entering our 
country. The jobs they hold may otherwise be held by citizens or legal immigrants. 
The public services they use place burdens on our taxpayers. That’s why our 
administration has moved aggressively to secure our borders more by hiring a new 
record of border guards. By deporting twice as many criminal aliens as ever before. 
By cracking down on illegal hiring, by barring welfare benefits to illegal aliens. 
We are a nation of immigrants but we are also a nation of laws. It is wrong and 
ultimately self-defeating for a nation of immigrants to permit the kind of abuse of 
our immigration laws we have seen in recent years and we must do more to stop it.”

4. Speaker Boehner comes in and says, “…basically it’s sort of like this: 
Someone goes into your house, takes your wife and children hostage and then says, 
let’s negotiate over the price of your house.” You know we could do the same thing 
on immigration. We believe strongly in immigration reform. We could say, “We’re 
shutting down the government. We’re not going to raise the debt ceiling until you 
pass immigration reform. It would be governmental chaos.”

So why are the illegal immigrants so important to the Democrats? They had 
months and months of total control of Congress while Obama was in office. Why 
did they not do something then? The simple truth is that they do not care about 
the “people” whom are here illegally. While the Democrats were in control they 
felt emboldened, they had the country in their hands and they were enjoying life. 
However, now they have lost control and all of a sudden they have overwhelming 
compassion for the illegals. In reality, they still don’t give a flip about the “people” 
but they see a need to boost their registered voting base so they can regain control.

As for the above listed quotes, 1) Hillary Clinton; 2) Barack Obama; 3) Bill 
Clinton; and 4) Chuck Schumer; and you all thought I never agreed with Democrats!

Now when the budget extension comes back up in February, we will have to see 
if ole’ Chucky lies again when he shuts the government down unless there is major 
immigration reform. Remember, he did it last month! If he does, the first thing that 
needs to be shut down is the paycheck for every member of Congress. 

As always…that’s just my opinion!

LANDSCAPE MATTERS 
On Wednesday, February 7 at 10 a.m. Nassau County Master Gardener Carol 

Ann Atwood will conduct a Landscape Matters Rose class at the Yulee Extension 
office. The class will include a pruning demonstration and discussion of diseases, 
remedies, irrigation, varieties, colors, fertilizers, arrangements, when to cut for 
arrangements, conditions for success, different grades, knock outs vs Hybrid teas, 
how to plant, and soil amendments. The class is free and open to the public. For 
more information, call the Extension office at 904-530-6353.

Look for us on Facebook!or
www.mywestsidejournal.com

QUIT SMOKING YOUR WAY! FREE tools and 
services to help you! FREE 2-hour class will be 
held Wed., Feb. 7 from 1:30-3:30 p.m. at Barnabas 
Center, 1303 Jasmine St., Ste. 101, Fernandina 
Beach. To register call (904) 482-0189. 

The American Legion Post 401 meets the second 
Friday of each month at 7 p.m. at their post, 
554084 US Hwy. 1, Hilliard. 



Hilliard Pentecostal Full Gospel Church will have a 
BAKE/YARD SALE and hotdog lunch Sat., February 
3 at 8 a.m. New Year – New Treasures! For more 
information call (904) 845-8186.

Lifeline Concerts presents The Kingdom Heirs (from 
Dollywood), The Harper Brothers & The Raineys; 
Sat., Feb. 10 at 6 p.m. at Parkwood Baptist Church, 
7900 Lonestar Rd., Jacksonville; $10.10 admission at 
the door. For more information call (904) 472-7865. 

CHURCH NEWS
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Attend the church of your choice this Sunday.

Have you noticed how hard it is for us to agree with one 
who is right while we are wrong? It could be that in all of us 
there is that young middle schooler sitting near the control 
booth of our heart that wants to find identity by being 
negative. “If you’re for it, I’m against it.” 

Adam and Eve in the most perfect of conditions, social 
environment, and parent (God Himself), just could not agree 

with the Lord by staying far away from that naughty fruit. 
Even Moses said “no” to God when he was told what to 

do to provide water because he was so mad at those ungrateful folks.
David was a man after God’s own heart but he wouldn’t say “no” to sin and 

“yes” to God’s way when he was avoiding work and looking into his neighbor’s 
property. 

Peter wanted be ‘yes’ man but he would go the wrong way and run into the Lord 
with a ‘no.’ You and I are no different. At times we can muster up a fickle ‘yes’ and 
‘no’. But we fall short of what the Lord has asked of us. 

There are a couple of verses in 2 Corinthians 1 (19-20) that tell us that the Son 
of God, Jesus Christ, was not ‘yes’ and ‘no’, but in Him it is always “YES”! In 
Jesus we find the position of relationship and power to say ‘yes’ to God in all that 
He wants done. In fact, verse 20 tells us, “all the promises of God find their ‘yes’ 
in Him.” 

You know what? We need Him to be our YES to God. But we also need Him to 
be the YES for our lives. We all need to be in the right line with God and His will 
so that we find that long awaited affirmation that we are ok, we are what God wants 
and approves. Not because of what we have done. But because we affirm what God 
has done in Jesus for us and through us; we give Him our Amen!

Because life is all about God and He is all about relationships!

Yes, Lord!
Pastor Tim Carpenter, Friendship Alliance Church, Callahan

Join us at
Harvest Church

Sunday Service - 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.

Everyone Welcome!
37601 West First Street • Hilliard

Pastor David L. Cubbedge

CALLAHAN SPEEDWAY
Racing Every Saturday Night at 6 p.m.

Rain or Shine Racing (As long as there’s no lightening!)
Grandstands now Available!

Admission - $10 (6 years & Under FREE)
Practice - Thursdays 6 - 9 p.m.

For information on getting started in Cart Racing, call 904-254-7085.

Across from the Northeast Florida Fairgrounds • US 1

Time to Plant!
SEED POTATOES

Now in Stock!
Brandies

Hagan
Callahan         879-3456

Hilliard             845-4461

A New Look At An Old Price
It’s Not Just A Name

Interior/Exterior Custom Painting
Pressure Washing • Minor Home & Drywall Repair

Matthew D. Fisher, Owner

904-333-3262

Jacob Hagan Promoted to 
Director of Store Operations

Hagan Ace Hardware 
would like to announce the 
promotion of Jacob Hagan to 
Director of Store Operations!

The Director of Store 
Operations (DSO) is 
responsible for leading, 
directing and overseeing 
store operations and to ensure 
performance expectations are 
met at all stores. The DSO 
must ensure continuity and consistency 
in all operational practices in all 
stores while striving to achieve store 
operational excellence and execution. 
In addition, the DSO must be a “cultural 
leader” and must represent Hagan Ace’s 
core values in every aspect to reinforce 
Hagan Ace’s mission and vision 
statement.  

Ace stores are integrated into their 
local communities and because they 
are locally owned, they can make their 
own decisions on how to best serve 
individual customers. This means that 
they can respond quickly and develop 
customized solutions that are relevant 
to the customer’s needs and by working 
together they can share in common 
success.

Jacob Hagan began his career 
with Hagan Ace Hardware in 2005 

as a lumber yard/receiving 
associate and was most 
recently the store manager 
at their Hilliard location. He 
received a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Business Administration 
from University of North 
Florida in 2009. Throughout 
his career, Jacob has shown 
initiative to advance within 
the company at several 

Hagan Ace locations, learning multiple 
skillsets. We are confident that Jacob 
possesses the knowledge and versatile 
experience to successfully lead the 
stores into a new era, as the ever-
changing hardware industry advances.

About Hagan Ace Hardware: Hagan 
Ace Hardware is a member of the largest 
retailer-owned hardware cooperative 
in the industry. Hagan Ace Hardware 
began as a single store in 1962. Now, 
four generations and 56 years later, 
the business continues to grow, and 
today has eight locations, including 
stores in Hilliard, Glen St. Mary, 
Mandarin, Orange Park, St. Augustine, 
St. Augustine Beach, Palatka and Green 
Cove Springs. 

For more information on Hagan Ace 
Hardware, visit www.haganace.com.

Symphony Musicians Visit HES

A percussion duo from the Jacksonville Symphony visited and performed recently 
for students and faculty at Hilliard Elementary School. The students couldn't help 
but tap along as they played numerous percussion instruments such as the snare 
drum, congas, marimba and more. This program was made possible by ARIAS.
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TURN YOUR TREES INTO $$$
WE BUY TIMBER

3 Acre Minimum

Bulldozer, Excavator and 
Tractor Work Also Available

B&V TIMBER
(904)845-2804

Hilliard

Callahan’s New Gift Boutique! One-Stop-Shop

Saturday, February 3rd

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Light Refreshments • Door Prizes • New Name Reveal

GRAND RE-OPENING!

Crazy Train, Snap Jewelry and Much More!

Haley Caroline & Co.
New Owners - New Name Coming

New Children’s Boutique 
Located Inside!

450022 SR 200 • Callahan (Across from Dollar General) • 904-910-0695

Enter a Drawing to 
win a Photoshoot!

Bring in this ad to be entered into our drawing!

Callahan Flowers & More
Beautiful Bouquets of Roses

Fresh Cut Flowers • Dish Gardens
Live Plants and Much More

Order Now for Best Selection
879-0933 or 813-8645

45035 New Ogilvie Road
Located behind Brandies Ace Hardware

FREE 

Local Delivery

DON'T FORGET YOUR VALENTINE!
Valentine's Day is Wednesday, February 14!

FBLA Students Compete in Districts Wiggins Sets Record at WNHS

For the second straight year, over 60 
Nassau County Future Business Leaders of 
America (FBLA) students qualified to move 
to state level competitions after winning 
numerous events at the district competition. 
The district consists of chapters from Baker, 
Duval, and Nassau counties. The state 
competition will be held in Orlando March 
16-19.  

Improving on last year’s record, 35 
Nassau County students took first place 
in individual events and 7 teams made up 
of 2-3 student won team events. Another 
29 Nassau students garnered 2nd place 
finishes.

“It’s great to have another successful 
district competition in the books,” said 
FBLA Director and WNHS Advisor, Joyce 
Finley. “Last year Nassau County had its 
best year ever at both the district and the 
state competitions. We had a few more 
individual winners at district this year, so 
hopefully this trend will continue.”  

In addition to Finley, the Nassau 
District’s FBLA advisors are as follows: 
Michele Stamps (HMSHS), Brian Simmons 
(WNHS Co-Advisor), Jennifer Reynolds 
and Patrick Schinella (YMS), Nicol Stewart 
(YHS) and Stephanie Landtroop (FBHS).  

Below is a list of all of Nassau County’s 
FBLA District Champions:

3-D Animation Team 1, Ben Lewin, WN, 
1st Place; 3-D Animation Team 1, Caleb 
Fahlgren, WN, 1st Place; Agribusiness, 
Cameron Driggers, HHS, 1st Place; Client 
Services, Carlene Tompkins, WN, 1st Place; 
Entrepreneurship Team 1, Kameron Witt, 
WN, 1st Place; Entrepreneurship Team 1, 
Luke Libby, WN, 1st Place; Hospitality 
Management Team 1, Caleb Dunlap, HHS, 
1st Place; Hospitality Management Team 1, 
Colleen Geiger, HHS, 1st Place; Hospitality 
Management Team 1, Violet Knight, HHS, 
1st Place; Insurance & Risk Management, 
Emily Rhoden, HHS, 1st Place; Introduction 
to Business Presentation Team 1, Ashton 

Bacon, WN, 1st Place; Introduction to 
Business Presentation Team 1, Destiny 
Armstrong, WN, 1st Place; Introduction to 
Business Presentation Team 1, Lacey Libby, 
WN, 1st Place; Introduction to Parliamentary 
Procedure, Autumn Tate, HHS, 1st Place; 
Management Decision Making Team 1, 
Dalton Kato, WN, 1st Place; Management 
Decision Making Team 1, Philip Johnson, 
WN, 1st Place; ML Introduction to Business 
Communication, Avery Johnson, HHS, 
1st Place; ML Introduction to Computer 
Science & Coding, Andrew Huber, HHS, 1st 
Place; Public Service Announcement Team 
1, Kylie Trouille, HHS, 1st Place; Public 
Service Announcement Team 1, Lauren 
Chance, HHS, 1st Place; Public Speaking, 
Arriell Drayton, WN, 1st Place; Securities 
& Investments, Grant Graves, HHS, 1st 
Place; Social Media Campaign Team 2, 
Jessica Howard, WN, 1st Place; Social 
Media Campaign Team 2, Madison Lane, 
WN, 1st Place; Spreadsheet Applications, 
Claudia Romay, HHS, 1st Place; Word 

Processing, Chloe Arnold, HHS, 1st Place; 
Accounting II, Dylan Rhoden, WN, 2nd 
Place; Agribusiness, Megan Barrera, 
HHS, 2nd Place; Broadcast Journalism 
Team, Kiersten Wright, HHS, 2nd Place; 
Broadcast Journalism Team, Raven Stroud, 
HHS, 2nd Place; Business Communication, 
Angel Howard, WN, 2nd Place; Business 
Plan Team 1, Alexis Copher, WN, 2nd 
Place; Economics, Morgan Manier, WN, 
2nd Place; Health Care Administration, 
Emma Lewis, HHS, 2nd Place; Help Desk, 
Elli Copher, WN, 2nd Place; Introduction 
to Business Communication, Dravyn 
Hill, HHS, 2nd Place; Introduction to 
Financial Math, Joshua Fahlgren, WN, 2nd 
Place; Personal Finance, Cathryn Pickett, 
HHS, 2nd Place; Sports & Entertainment 
Management Team 1, Courtney Hengerer, 
WN, 2nd Place; Sports & Entertainment 
Management Team 1, D’lyn McCellan, WN, 
2nd Place; and Spreadsheet Applications, 
Josi Connors, WN, 2nd Place. 

WNHS

HMSHS

West Nassau sophomore Claudia Wiggins has 
set a new record for most goals scored in a soccer 
season. The previous record was set by Taylor 
Allen three years ago with 35 goals. Wiggins 
broke that record and now holds the new record 
of 39 goals.  

As a freshman last year, she had 32 goals. 
Wiggins’ main position is Center Striker, however 
in the last 3 games she asked her coach to move 
her back to midfield to help her teammates score 
goals. Wiggins had many assists this year. Her 
humble personality reflects off and on the field. 
“Beating the record for most goals scored was 
awesome, but I also love to be able to set up my 
teammates to make goals too,” said Wiggins. 
“Some of which had never scored before.”

She is sad the season is over, but is looking 
forward to coming back stronger next year as a 
junior!  
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HES Celebrates Literacy Week
Hilliard Elementary School ended their 

Celebrate Literacy Week with a character dress 
up day. Fly Guy, The Three Little Pigs, Three 
Blind Mice, If You Give a Mouse a Cookie, 
were just some of the characters portrayed. The 
students read a lot of books and had a good time 
in the process! 

Notice of Animal Control Meeting 
The Nassau County Board of County Commissioners has received citizens’ 

requests to consider changes to the Animal Control Ordinance (Ordinance No. 
200458, as amended). The requested changes would prohibit unattended tethering 
and transportation of unsecured animals in the bed of pick-up trucks. The Board 
designated a Fact Finding Committee to conduct meetings and receive public 
comment. The meeting agenda may be found at www.nassaucountyfl.com. The 
Public is invited to be present and be heard. The Fact Finding Committee will 
conduct meetings on the following dates: 

• Thursday, February 8 at 6 p.m. in the County Commission Chambers, 96135 
Nassau Place, Yulee 

• Thursday, February 15 at 6 p.m. at the Callahan Multi-purpose Building, 
543350 US Highway 1 
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PNEUMAN 
HOMES, LLC

904-452-6032
New Homes and
Home Additions

State Certified for Nearly 25 Years
CBC 057302

MIKAL’S JEWELRY & PAWN
has you covered for 

VALENTINE’S DAY!
Open 7 Days a Week!

904-768-1662 
3000 Dunn Ave. • Ste. 42 • Jacksonville

(Located in the former JC Penney Shopping Center)

Ammons'
HOUSE PLANS

Specializing in Home Design 
Garages • Additions

FREE Consultations!
904-707-9890

Help Save My Parents Home
Editors note: If you have lived 
in Callahan very long, you are 
familiar with ‘Billy’ who works 
with the Town of Callahan Public 
Works Department. Billy has 
been a faithful employee of the 
town for years. He is the smiling 
face that is fixing troubles on the 
water lines during the night or a 
busted line in the middle of town. 
He is a familiar face at local 
restaurants at lunch and is a 
friend to all. Billy has helped out many 
people when they were going through 
rough times. He has worked hard at 
the ballparks when his children were 
growing up. Unfortunately for Billy, he 
has run into hard times and at no fault of 
his own. He was only trying to improve 
his home and got taken. Following is 
a brief story written by his daughter 
about the troubles that was posted on 
Facebook and on their GoFund Me 
account: Help Save My Parents Home. 
Erica Carroll

My parents’ names are Billy and 
Angie Everly. They have been married 
for 27 years and are residents of 
Callahan. They have worked very hard 
for what they have now and are at risk 
of losing it all because of a crooked 
company. My parents paid a contractor 
by the name of American Solar Energy, 
LLC to install solar panels on their 
property some time last year. They had 
to put a lot of money into this, including 
hiring someone else entirely to finish 
the installation, because American Solar 
Energy, LLC did not even complete the 
job, despite being paid to do so. 

On top of that, American Solar 
Energy, LLC, it turns out, did not pay the 
sub-contractors and filed for bankruptcy 
when approached to do so. The sub-
contractor attempted to make a deal 
with them to settle the debt, but could 

never get a response. Now my parents 
have been summoned to court because a 
mechanics lien has been placed on their 
home. They have been given two weeks 
to come up with $8,400 or they are going 
to lose their home. We have spoken with 
numerous attorneys and even the news 
to see if there is any way around this. 
Unfortunately, under Florida law this is 
somehow perfectly legal. 

Many of you know my father, Billy 
Everly, who works for the Town of 
Callahan. He has helped numerous 
people in the community when they 
have needed it, but he now finds himself 
in need of your help. Please donate if 
you can. My parents would definitely 
do the same if the roles were reversed. 
(American Solar Energy, LLC did this 
to several other families too. However 
they are not to be confused with 
another company with a similar name, 
American Solar Energy Systems, Inc. 
They are a separate company and have 
shown my parents nothing but kindness. 
Unfortunately, they have gotten a lot of 
bad rap from people mistaking them for 
American Solar Energy, LLC.)

Donations may be made to the 
GoFundMe account at: Help Save My 
Parents Home or checks or cash may be 
brought to the Westside Journal office 
for Billy and his family. 

Youth Leadership Nassau News

Lauren Merritt
On January 18, the 4-H program of 

Youth Leadership Nassau, a countywide 
program dedicated to strengthening the 
leadership abilities of future leaders of 
Nassau County, visited the Rayonier 

Headquarters located in the new 
development of Wildlight. Students 
were given the chance to learn the rich 
history of Rayonier and the positive 
impact it has had on Nassau County. 
Students toured Wildlight Elementary 
and were able to see, firsthand, the 
advanced technologies of the school. 

After touring Wildlight and Rayonier, 
students spoke with many employees of 
Rayonier. The employees of Rayonier 
answered questions and shared their 
story of how Rayonier helped shape 

their life. Entrepreneur, Wes Goode, 
owner of Savory Market, encouraged 
students to support local businesses 
within Nassau County. Students were 
able to learn skills of local entrepreneurs 
within Nassau County.

If you would like to hear more 
information about Youth Leadership 
Nassau or any other 4-H programs, 
please contact the 4-H office at (904) 
530-6353. 
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FREE CAT to good home, 5 years old, fixed and 
declawed. Owners moving. Call (904) 762-7696. 

FREE PINESTRAW in Hilliard. You rake, load and 
take! Call (904) 845-2427. 20818

ANIMALS

FREE

PRO WASH PRESSURE WASHING. We pressure 
wash anything, hot or cold water. FREE estimates. 
Call 904-507-9263. tfn  

SOPHIA’S PARTY BOUNCERS: Local bounce 
houses starting at $99; Water Slides starting at 
$150 (local). Also available: 
Party packages, balloons, 
snow cone and cotton candy 
machine rentals! Call 507-
1345. tfn 

SERVICES
STORM DAMAGE CLEAN UP, Debris removal, tree 
removal, demo. Call Frank at 759-3900. tfn 

TREE AND STUMP REMOVAL, 25 years experience, 
FREE estimates, Licensed and Insured. Call Danny 
at 904-222-5054. 22218  

CALLAHAN ANIMAL HOSPITAL, Hours M-F, 9:30A 
- 6P; Saturday, 9:30A - 4P; Sunday, Noon-4P. Online 
pharmacy, digital x-rays, laser therapy, and lower 
prices. 879-3775, www.callahanvet.com. tfn 

JACKSON LAWN CARE & LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES. FREE Estimates! Mowing, edging, weed 
eating, blowing, pressure washing, landscaping, 
tractor work. Call (904) 434-5769. tfn 

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING. Repairs, FREE 
Estimates on New Installations. Licensed & Insured. 
Owner Timothy Reeves, Reeves Climate Control 
(904) 238-8492. tfn 

C & C LAND PROS, is offering Tree & Debris 
Removal with their new dump trailer. They also offer 
extreme bush hogging and stump grinding. Call (904) 
401-3096 or (904) 517-9052. tfn

AVAILABLE SERVICES: Bookkeeping using 
QuickBooks Pro; Business Incorporating; Business/
Individual Tax Work; Casualty Loss Tax Return 
Claims; Florida Commissioned Notary Public; Wealth 
Retention Consulting; 36-plus years’ Experience 
in Business. Contact Country Law & Tax Service 
in Callahan at (904) 628-0635 or e-mail Tom@
TomBlairEA.com. tfn 

ELDERLY HOME CARE! Are you needing elderly 
care at home? Local CNA seeking new clients on 
part-time basis. Caring, loving, compassionate care. 
ADL’s, companionship, errands, meal prep, etc. 
Experience & references available. Call Carolyn at 
(904) 626-5175. tfn 

GRASS GETTERS LAWN SERVICE! Mowing, 
blowing, edging, trimming & much more. Call for a 
FREE estimate: (904) 762-6048 or (904) 879-2766. 

AFFORDABLE TREE SERVICE, trimming/removal, 
licensed and insured, difficult removal specialist. 
FREE estimates. Call 904-349-0869 or 845-3957.  

ART’S LOCKOUT SERVICE. Locksmith/Lockout 
Specialist. Licensed, bonded, insured, 24/7 
emergency services, auto, home, business. Serving: 
Nassau, Duval, Charlton & Camden Counties. 904-
294-0314 or ArtsLockout.biz. tfn  

UPHOLSTERY WORKROOM SINCE 1969. Don’t 
throw that furniture away! Refurbish it! Change 
colors! FREE estimates! Call 879-5130 or 398-1653. 

SUPERIOR STUMP GRINDING: Professional, 
affordable, dependable, licensed & Insured. Self-
propelled grinder can fit through a 36” gate opening 
to access your yard. Any size stump. Call Robert at 
(904) 699-8957. tfn 

DIXON TREE & LAWN SERVICE. Business or 
residential, full service lawn maintenance and tree 
service. Firewood also available. Call 904-219-8219.  

PRESSURE WASHING! Very affordable pricing! 
FREE estimates! Residential or commercial. Blast 
Bud’s Pressure Washing, LLC. Call (904) 310-7464. 

FOURAKER MECHANICAL HEATING & AC. 
Installation and service of all brands! Locally owned 
& operated. FREE estimates! Call 945-5404. tfn 

CONCEAL CARRY CLASS – (First Founders) 
Firearms Safety School. $45 per person, Saturday 
morning classes. Exceeds state standards. Exercise 
your 2nd Amendment right! Call K.C. (904) 591-7779. 
Located in Callahan. tfn  

C & C SAW & MOWER. We fix lawnmowers and 
tractors. Welding services also available. Call Chuck 
at 904-507-9263. tfn 

SMART FAMILY WORKS, LLC. Lawn care, 
landscaping, debris removal. FREE estimates. 
Commercial/Residential. Serving NE FL & SE GA, 
904-428-4130. tfn  

AIR POWER HEATING & AIR: Installation and 
Service. Serving Nassau County. Mention this ad to 
receive 10% OFF. Call (904) 314-8892. CAC1815504

PAINTING! A New Look At An Old Price. Interior/
Exterior  Custom Painting and more. Fully Insured. 
Call 904-333-3262.  tfn 

AMAZING PET CARE: Pet sitting and dog walking 
services provided at your home. Call (904) 627-
6294 or email 1AmazingPetCare@gmail.com or 
Facebook.com/AmazingPetCare. 22218

NOTARY! ALL DOCUMENTS INCLUDING: Wills, 
Deeds, Trusts, Titles, Medical Documents, School 
Forms, Power of Attorney, etc. Call Joyce at 879-
5488, will travel, located on Lem Turner Rd. 22218

QUALITY FLOORING AT A DISCOUNT PRICE! 
FREE Estimates on Waterproof Plank, Carpet, Vinyl, 
Hardwood & Laminate, sales 
and installation. Walk-On 
Discount Floors, located at 
the traffic light in Hilliard, 
(904) 845-2102.

PIANO LESSONS! All ages, 4 years to adult. 
Experienced teacher. www.joelpacepiano.com, 
joelpace@juno.com. 904-766-9544. $70 per 
month. tfn

SERVICES CONT.

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Deadline is Tuesdays at Noon
879-4180  •  news@westsidejournal.net

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES now available at 
LIFE CARE CENTER OF HILLIARD- Now Hiring FL 
Licensed CNAs-Great starting pay rate! We offer a 
team-oriented environment along with a great benefit 
package. Please apply in person at 3756 West 3rd 
Street, Hilliard, (904)845-3988 or fax resume to (904) 
845-4456. tfn 

Life Care Center of Hilliard now hiring RNs and 
LPNs, must have FL License. Please apply in person 
to: 3756 West 3rd Street, Hilliard or fax resume to 
904-845-9487, or email to: Loren_Reddish@lcca.
com<mailto:Loren_Reddish@lcca.com. tfn

BROCK LANDSCAPING & IRRIGATION is seeking 
laborers for Jacksonville, Hilliard and Kingsland 
locations, pay depending on experience, background 
check, drug test, own transportation, EOE. Call (904) 
507-3299 or email cbrocklandscape@windstream.
net. tfn

CLASS A CDL DRIVER needed, home nightly, $700-
$1000 per week. Call (904) 955-4889. tfn

SEEKING FULLTIME WORKER (over 18) for 
company located in Callahan. Must have valid and 
clean license, dependable transportation, reliable 
means of contact & not afraid of heights. Random 
drug tests will apply. Please call (904) 766-7772 if 
interested. 20118

EPISCOPAL CHILDREN’S SERVICES, Inc. is 
seeking for a qualified Head Start Lead Teacher for 
our Fernandina Beach Head Start Center. Must have 
a Degree in Early Childhood Education. Apply online 
at: http://www.ecs4kids.org/.

HAIR DRESSER NEEDED at The Hair Center in 
Callahan, some cliental preferred but not necessary, 
rent your own station, choose your days & hours. Call 
Mary Stratton at (904) 879-3497 or (904) 403-9168. 
20818

MULCH MANUFACTURING, INC., has openings for 
forklift operators and production workers, fulltime 40 
hour week, shift work: day and night shifts available. 
Apply in person to 446195 US Highway 301 south, 
Callahan. 20118

MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL needed for 
apartment community in Hilliard. HVAC certified a 
plus, but not necessary, experience in the apartment 
industry, must know general plumbing, light electrical, 
carpentry, drywall repairs and basic knowledge of 
refrigeration. Must be professional in appearance, 
have your own tools and transportation. Must be 
available to be on call for emergency maintenance. 
Send resume to: PTA@stuckey.management. 
DFWP-EOE. 22218

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT CONT.

Hilliard Pentecostal Full Gospel Church will have a 
BAKE/YARD SALE and hotdog lunch Sat., February 
3 at 8 a.m. New Year – New Treasures! For more 
information call (904) 845-8186.

MOVING SALE! Thursday, Friday & Saturday, 9 a.m. 
until? 36871 Clyatt Circle, Hilliard. Golf clubs & balls, 
too! Too much to list! 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., 27271 W. 
3rd St., Hilliard, corner of 3rd & Ohio, white picket 
fence. Antiques, collectibles, Brand name Jeans, .50 
cent a pair (sizes 8,10, 12); men’s clothes and much 
more! Too much to list! Vendors welcome! 

THEE SOUTHERN YANKEE, located at the corner 
of Mickler Street and US 301, Callahan. RED LINE 
sale continues! Anything with the RED LINE is 50% 
OFF! Lots and lots of new inventory. Lots of Summer 
inventory. Don’t forget your Valentine! We have a 
great selecion of jewelry! Hours: Tuesday – Saturday, 
11 a.m. – 5 p.m., 904-320-5156.

YARD SALES

3BR/2BA, 2,052sf  with garage, new brick home, 
Callahan, Deerfield Acres, granite countertops, attic 
storage, 1/2 acre, $186,900. Call (904) 335-8460. tfn

5.80 ACRES off CR 108 and Smith Road, Hilliard. For 
more information call 879-4856 after 5 p.m. 20818

HOMES/LAND 
FOR SALE

FOR RENT
FOR INFORMATION ABOUT renting the 
Callahan County Building on Mickler Street for 
weddings, birthdays, family reunions, etc., call 
Bonnie at 904-759-2281. 

NEEDED IMMEDIATELY: Carpenter and Field 
Fence Workers, above average pay, fulltime 
and weather permitting, overtime, Callahan 
area. Apply at: 542190 US Highway 1, Callahan 
(Subway Plaza). 20118

HANDYMAN
MOBILE HOME BATHROOM remodeling or repairs. 
All types of mobile home improvements. Call 879-
9631. tfn

E-Z REPAIRS! Small or large home repairs: Full 
remodels, decks, plumbing, roofing, flooring, siding, 
etc. 25 years experience. FREE estimates! Call  Tom 
at (904) 586-5078. 22218

MAN AROUND THE HOUSE, remodeling, repairs, 
painting, driveways, etc. You name it, very fair prices, 
30 years experience. No job too large or too small. 
Call Glenn at 879-4067. 32918

FOR SALE
FILL DIRT, SAND, TOP SOIL, CHEAP! 18-yard 
load, Callahan/Hilliard area. Call 416-6082. tfn

DIRT CHEAP! Fill dirt, sand, top soil, rock and hard 
pan, 18-yard bed, land clearing. Call Dirt Pro at 755-
1341. tfn

USED WASHERS & DRYERS with 30 day warranty 
for sale. Will buy & pick-up used washers, dryers & 
electric stoves. Call (904) 554-4238. tfn

PIANO FOR SALE, $250; ELECTRIC PIANO for 
sale, $500. Call 845-7221 or 813-3156. tfn

WE BUY JUNK CARS AND UNWANTED 
APPLIANCES! We also do tractor work! Call Laid 
Back Scrap Removal at 507-9580 or 879-1595. 
22218 

WE BUY SCRAP, old tractors, equipment and junk 
cars. FREE tow away! FREE appliance pick-up. Call 
Johnson’s Automotive at 879-6788 or (904) 613-
7067. tfn

WANTED TO BUY

LOOKING FOR UNWANTED HORSES, cows and 
goats. FREE pickup! Call (904) 222-5054. 22218

LIVESTOCK

Unka Dave’s 
Tractor Work

904-583-4616
 Tree Trimming
 Debris/Tree Removal
 Driveways 
 Dirt Spreading
 Asphalt Milling

unkadavesyardservice.comLike me on Facebook!

DIRT PRO
755-1341

Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Rock • Sand • Hard Pan 

Land Clearing
Pond Digging
Bush Hogging
Dirt Leveling

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

Custom 
Roofing

Shingles • Metal • Fiberglass
Flat Roofs • Metal Decking

904-813-5579
904-845-2872

WATERTITE 
    ROOFING

 of North Florida, Inc.

Lic #CCC1327312
Richard Blalock 

Owner

Emma Cravey, 13, of Callahan, 
recently killed her first buck while 
hunting in Callahan. Incidentally, 
her cousin Jordan Burch, 14, of 
Callahan, also killed a deer the 
same day while hunting in Georgia! 
Congratulations girls! 

 Fruit Tree Class Held
Many homeowners in 

Nassau County are interested 
in growing other fruits in 
addition to citrus. A large 
number came out to learn about 
the different fruits that grow 
well in our county, including 
apple, pear, peach, tangerine 
trees; blueberry and blackberry 
shrubs; and grapes (vine)! 

Discussed were the cultivars of each that thrive 
in the county, and maintenance practices - 
including pruning. Several homeowners had the 
opportunity to ask additional questions of UF/
IFAS County Extension Director/Horticulture 
IV Agent, Becky Jordi, who conducted the 
presentation on growing fruits. UF/IFAS Master 
Gardener Elaine Roblez instructed attendees 
on proper pruning methods on fruit trees, 
demonstrating on the Flordaking Peach tree in 
the Fruit Demonstration Garden, located at the 
Yulee Extension office. For more information, 
contact Ms. Jordi at rljordi@ufl.edu or 904-530-
6351.  UF/IFAS Nassau Master Gardeners are 
available by phone on Fridays, from 10 a.m. - 2 
p.m. at 1-904-530-6350, ext. 1.

MECHANIC & MECHANIC’S HELPER wanted for 
busy Callahan shop! Must have own tools & and 
valid driver’s license. Apply in person to Johnson’s 
Automotive, 542721 US Highway 1 north, Callahan. 
tfn

HOUSE CLEANER, $15/hour; minimum 4 hours per 
week. Mail list of work experience to: Cleaner, PO 
Box 2227, Callahan, FL 32011. 20118
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Tuesday, January 23
	 Edward Jeffrey Coyle, 25, 450313 SR 200, Callahan: Failure to Appear Leaving 
Scene with Injury; Driving While License Suspended/Revoked
Wednesday, January 24
	 John David Clark, 35, 55501 Mt. Olive Road, Callahan: Violation of Probation 
Possession of more than 20 grams Cannabis

Police Reports
Names, Addresses and all information appearing in the Police Reports are taken from the Sheriff’s 

Department files and do not necessarily indicate guilt, only that arrests were made or charges were filed.

CHAD BROCK 
ENTERPRISES, INC.

• Track Bobcat Work
• Mini Excavator Work
• Heavy Bush Hogging Services

Licensed/Insured/Workers Comp.
Licensed FL Irrigation Contractor

CALL CHAD BROCK  904-507-3299
cbrocklandscape@windstream.net

• Loader Tractor Work
• Drainage/Gradework
• Heavy Brush Removal

• Stump Grinding
• Land Clearing 
• Irrigation Install

Cut your power bill in half!  Ask us how!

SAVE BIG on a new 
HVAC System!

904-713-9600
www.tropicaire.net

#CAC057369“Perfect Temperature Any Season”

1-866-845-TIPS (8477)
Download the P3 TIPS App

Anonymous & FREE
Available on iPhone & Android

Rewards up to $3,000
Remain Anonymous & the Call is Toll Free

1-866-845-TIPS (8477)

PAID BY CSTF

CRIME DOESN’T PAY, 
BUT WE DO!

If you have information about a crime, you can call 
our Tips Line and remain completely anonymous.

If your tip information leads to an arrest, you 
could receive a cash reward of up to $3,000.

Check out our website for additional information. 

www.fccrimestoppers.com

DENMARK’S 
RENOVATIONS, LLC

904-413-2380

Robert Denmark, Owner
Licensed & Insured

Epoxy Flooring 
Specialist

• Custom Kitchens
• Marble & Granite
• Pressure Washing
• Plumbing
• Bath Conversions

Another Job in Progress!

We Offer a
10% Discount

to Veterans, 
Active Military & 
First Responders 

(Police & Fire)

• Wood Flooring
• Remodeling 
• Tile 
• Custom Barn Doors
• Decks & More

Westside Republican News
The next meeting for the Westside 

Republican Club will be Tuesday, 
February 6 at 7 p.m. at the Hilliard 
Community Center. The topic will be 
Impacting the 2018 Election Year with 
guest speaker Supervisor of Elections 
Vicki P. Cannon.

The 2018 elections are upon us! 
This election cycle promises to be both 
exciting and significant as many local, 
state and federal offices will be on the 
ballot this year. Accordingly, there will 
be numerous opportunities for the Club 
(and Club Members) to have a positive 
impact on the election cycle this year.  In 
order to prepare for what lies ahead, we 
have asked our Supervisor of Elections, 
Vicki P. Cannon, to be the guest speaker. 
She will update us on matters such as 
voter registration deadlines, who can 
vote in closed and universal primaries, 
early voting, current voter registration 
numbers and voter participation 
patterns in the general election. Vicki’s 
presentation will be followed by a brief 
update on events currently being planned 
for 2018 and a consideration of how 
the Club can build upon our previous 
successes.  
Reagan Day Barbecue: 

We are getting an early start on 
preparing for the Reagan Day Barbecue 

this year!  Wanda Arnold has graciously 
agreed to chair the event this year and 
is working very hard to make this the 
best Reagan Day ever.  Presently, we 
are looking at holding the event late 
May or early June (depending on our 
keynote speaker’s schedule) at the 
Northeast Florida Fairgrounds.  As soon 
as the speaker/date is confirmed we will 
let everyone know.  Please feel free to 
contact Mrs. Wanda or Chris Kirkland 
with any suggestions you may have 
regarding the event.
Membership Renewal:

Membership dues will need to be 
renewed at February’s meeting (as we did 
not meet in January). We have two types 
of membership: Active and Associate. 
Active members have voting privileges 
and need to be registered Republicans 
who reside in Nassau County: 
Membership dues are $10 per year for 
Active members. Associate members 
do not have voting privileges and only 
need be registered Republicans who do 
not reside in Nassau County: Associate 
Member dues are $5 per year. Please get 
with Treasurer, Shirley Graham or Chris 
Kirkland, at the February 6 meeting (or 
at a later date if you can’t make this 
meeting) in order to renew or become a 
new member.

NCCOA Board of Directors Appointments
Barbara Gingher, Chair, Nassau 

County Council on Aging (NCCOA) 
Board of Directors, is pleased to 
announce two appointments to the 
agency’s board. 

Susan Milana 
retired for the 
second time from 
Communities In 
Schools (CIS) of 
Nassau County, in 
2016, after serving 
14 years as its 
Chief Executive, 

dedicated to assisting struggling 
students succeed in school, graduate 
and prepare for a positive and 
productive life. She was also a national 
trainer for CIS and served on national 
development teams in career planning, 
marketing and development. Prior 
to joining CIS Nassau, Susan served 
as a vice president for well-known 
corporations, including T.J. Maxx, 
PepsiCo, Pizza Hut International and 
Dollar General Stores. As a consultant, 
Susan provided coaching to executives 
and consulted on a variety of projects 
including new business development, 
branding, human resource strategy and 
change management. Susan is married 
to Francesco Milana, The Singing Chef, 
and is his partner in providing a total 

dining and entertainment experience 
for clients in their homes in Northeast 
Florida.

Ken Saitow has more than two 
decades of healthcare consulting 
experience providing performance 
improvement solutions for leading 
healthcare organizations across the 
country. He is currently the CEO of 
CareWire, a mobile patient engagement 
company. Prior to this position, 
Ken was a Managing Director at 
Huron Consulting Group, an Owner 
of Stockamp & Associates, Inc. 
(purchased by Huron) and a Partner at 
Accenture. He currently serves on the 

Board of Directors 
at Connance, 
Inc., a healthcare 
predictive analytics 
firm. While living 
in Macon, Georgia, 
Ken was the board 
chair for both the 
Navicent Children’s 

Hospital Board and United in Pink, an 
organization devoted to serving breast 
cancer survivors. Ken and his wife, 
Lisa, lived on Amelia Island for a year in 
1993, and returned as fulltime residents 
in 2014. They have a daughter, Maury, 
who lives and works in Dallas. 

PLANT CLINIC 
On Monday, February 5 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., Rebecca Jordi, Extension 

Director/Horticulture Agent will conduct a Plant Clinic. All residents are invited to 
bring plant samples showing landscape problems to the Yulee Extension office on 
Pages Dairy Road. Problems will be identified and solutions offered for correction. 
There is no fee for this service. For information call 904-530-6353.
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OBITUARIESSusan Lesley Bradford     
Susan Lesley Bradford, 64, of Callahan, 

passed away December 22, 2017. Susan 
was born December 28, 1965 in Tucson, 
Arizona. She grew up in Michigan and 
Virginia where she was active in both 
sports and volunteer work. She graduated 
high school in Woodbridge, Virginia and 
received her certifications and licensing 
for Tax Preparation and Counseling in 
Southern California. Throughout her career 
she traveled extensively and finally settled 
in Florida with her daughter. Susan will be 
remembered by all who had the privilege of 
knowing her for her contagious laugh, easy 
smile, gracious manner and genuine-loving 
spirit. Her sudden passing leaves us all at a 
loss for words to explain our emptiness.

She is survived by her daughter 
Felicity Nicole ‘Nikki’ Goins-Bradford; 
granddaughter Raelynn Boaz; and Nikki’s 
fiancé and Raelynn’s father, David Boaz; 
her mother Kathleen Bradford; father 
William Bradford; brother Lynn Bradford; 
sisters Catherine Evans and Dian Joy; as 
well as aunts, uncles, cousins and many 
friends. 

Alma Stokes Carroll     
Alma Christine Stokes 

Carroll, 84, of Callahan, went 
home to be with the Lord on 
January 24. Alma was born 
on January 20, 1934 at St. 

Vincent’s Hospital Jacksonville to Louis 
A. Stokes and Lettie I. Stokes Cowart Lain. 
She married the love of her life on April 24, 
1954. Alma enjoyed spending her time with 
family and friends. You could find Alma at 
Hardee’s in Callahan with three generations 
of family most Sunday mornings. Alma 
was a member of the local Cherokee’s 
of Georgia and loved to spend time at the 
Indian Grounds especially during the annual 
Pow Wow. Her favorite times were spent 
within a five mile radius of her house at the 
houses of her family. Alma will be missed 
and remembered by all the people whose 
lives she impacted over the last 84 years.

Alma is survived by her loving husband 
and best friend, Clifford W. Carroll; 
daughters Carmen ‘Connie’ (Gordon) Hall 
and Catherine ‘Cathy’ (Dennis) Anderson; 
God child Karen Bishop (Richard) Wilfong; 
grandchildren Gordon ‘Eddie’ (Sherrie) 
Hall, Nancy Lynn (LJ) Walters, Terisia 
Michelle (Shaun) McKelvy, Elyse Danielle 
Anderson; and great-grandchildren Kinley 
Hall, Dallas McKelvy, Nolan McKelvy, 
Lauren Walters, Hannah McKelvy, Lainey 
Walters and Austin Walters; and several 
nieces and nephews and many dear friends 
which she adored. 

John Charles Martini     
John Charles Martini, 74, 

of Jacksonville, passed away 
Thursday, January 25. He was 
born in Baltimore, Maryland 
on October 4, 1943. John was 

a jack of all trades but his passion was 
truck driving. He was a truck driver for 
57 years working for many companies in 
Jacksonville. 

He is survived by his wife Debra Martini; 
five children Danny Martini, Sheila Martini, 
John Saul, Michele (Skyler) Batchelor 
and Kimberly (Johnathan) Leonard; nine 
grandchildren that he loved with all his 
heart, Michael Acors, Matthew Acors, 
David Leonard, Jeremy Henretty, Kelsie 
Leonard, Aubrie Leonard, Lukas Batchelor, 
Rylie Leonard and Easton Batchelor; and 
one great-granddaughter Caitlynn Acors. 

The family received friends prior to the 
memorial service held Tuesday, January 30 
in the Nassau Funeral Home Chapel. 

Condolences may be expressed at www.
nassaufh.com. 

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral Home, 
Callahan, 904-879-1770.

Edwin Fant Taylor     
Edwin ‘Peck’ Fant Taylor, 

84, of Glen St Mary, passed 
away at his home on January 
23 surrounded by loving 
family. He was born January 

12, 1934 in Carrollton, Mississippi to the 
late Sidney B. Taylor, Sr. and Hassie Mae 
Fant Taylor. Edwin married the love of his 
life Sarah Ashmore and together they raised 
five amazing children. He enjoyed a career 
in Air Product Sales and Maxwell House 
Coffee before retiring in 1995. Edwin 
was a member of Calvary Baptist Church. 
He enjoyed golfing, fishing, hunting and 
coaching football. His favorite team to 
watch was Mississippi State. Edwin loved 
telling stories about his life and spending 
time with his family. 

He is predeceased by his parents Sidney 
and Hassie Mae Taylor; daughter Freda 
Wiggins; brothers Sidney, Jr., Jack, Ben, 
Harry and Pat; sisters Ruth McKnight, 
Mary Ashmore, and Joyce Gorman.

Edwin is survived by his loving wife 
of 61 years, Sarah Ashmore Taylor of 
Glen St. Mary; children Cathy (Bobby) 
Forsyth of Jacksonville, Bonnie (Terry) 
Murphy of Hilliard, Eddie (Glynnis) 
Taylor of Carrollton, Penny (Mike) Bass 
of Jacksonville; son-in-law Mike Wiggins; 
brothers Robert (Betty) Taylor and Marby 
(Sue) Taylor; nine grandchildren Kristi 
Wiggins, Robbie Forsyth, Ashley Forsyth, 
Buddy Bass, Keri Bass, Danielle Bass, 
Jessica Cutillo, Tyler Murphy and Trey 
Taylor; eight great-grandchildren Josh 
Wiggins, Chris Miller, Taylor Murphy, 
Stetson Cutillo, Brantley Bass, Brayson 
Bean, Jayson Bean, Faith Bass; and several 
loving cousins, nieces and nephews.

A Celebration of Edwin’s life was held 
Friday, January 26 at Calvary Baptist Church 
with Pastor Donnie Williams officiating. 
Interment followed at Gethsemane 
Memorial Gardens in Jacksonville. The 
family received friends Thursday, January 
25 at the funeral home. 

The arrangements were under the care of 
V. Todd Ferreira Services, Macclenny, 904-
259-5700. 

Francis Xavier Sweitzer     
Francis Xavier Sweitzer, 89, of 

Callahan, went home to be with the 
Lord on January 26. He was born on March 
16, 1928 in Washington, D.C. to Harry and 
Bessie Sweitzer. He proudly served his 
country in the US Navy.

Francis is survived by his son Frank 
‘Skip’ (Barbara) Sweitzer; daughter-in-
law Bonnie Sweitzer; and grandson Jake 
Sweitzer. 

He was preceded in death by his wife 
Mary Ann Sweitzer; parents Harry and 
Bessie Sweitzer; and a son David Sweitzer.

A graveside service was held Wednesday, 
January 31 in the Jacksonville National 
Cemetery.

Jasper Claude Murray, Jr.     
Jasper Claude Murray, Jr., 

81, went to rest in the arms of 
his Savior on January 20, after 
a brief illness. Mr. Murray 
was born to the late Jasper 

and Estelle Murray in Folkston, 
Georgia on June 23, 1936. He 

worked at Container Corporation of 
America in Fernandina Beach, for 43 years. 
He also served in the United States Navy for 
two years.   

He married his best friend, E. Jean 
Murray on May 12, 1957 in Folkston. Jasper 
and Jean raised one child. He dedicated his 
life to the service of God and his family.   

Jasper is predeceased by his parents 
Estelle and Jasper; three sisters Claudette, 
Lillian and Theresa; and one brother Dickie. 

He is survived by his wife Jean; his son 
Claude (Sandra) Murray; his granddaughter 
Kristen; his grandson Timothy; two brothers 
Ronnie (Sue) Murray and Russell (Zada) 
Murray; one sister Jimmie (Chester) Thrift; 
and numerous nieces and nephews. 

The family received friends Monday, 
January 29 at Shepard-Roberson Funeral 
Home in Folkston. Funeral services were 
held Tuesday, January 30 at Philadelphia 
Free Will Baptist Church with Rev. 
Parnell Aldridge and Rev. Ray McMillan 
officiating. Burial followed in Traders 
Hill Cemetery with Rev. Stephen Jackson 
officiating. 

Condolences may be expressed at www.
shepardfh.com.  

Arrangements were under the direction 
of Shepard-Roberson Funeral Home in 
Folkston. 

Shirley Shave Garvin     
Shirley ‘Shirrie’ Shave 

Garvin, 77, of Jacksonville 
Beach, passed away Saturday, 
January 20 at Beaches Baptist 
Medical Center in Jacksonville 

Beach. She was born April 27, 1940. She 
was predeceased by her parents Leighton 
and Shirley Shave, Sr. of Callahan; and a 
sister Fay Coleman. 

Shiree was employed by the Nassau 
County School Board as a first grade teacher 
at Callahan High School in the 60s.  

The family received friends Wednesday, 
January 24 at Oxley-Heard. Graveside 
services were held Thursday, January 25 in 
Bosque Bello Cemetery.

904-266-2337
Baldwin

904-387-0055
Jacksonville

Arrangements Made in Your Home or Our Facility • Fair & Reasonable Prices
Funeral and Cremation Services • Locally Owned & Family Operated

www.giddensreedfh.com

Serving Nassau County and Surrounding Counties

Your LOCAL Plumber for Over 30 Years
BERT

NORMAN'S
PLUMBING, INC.

24 HOUR 
Plumbing 
Service

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

STRAIGHT FORWARD PRICING

904-225-5888
www.NormansPlumbing.com

$15 OFF
ANY SERVICE

With this Coupon

Call Today to 
Speak to a 
Company 

Representative, 
Not an Answering Service

CFC1427061 • CUC1224633

BERT NORMAN'S PLUMBING

Pamela J. Soule
Attorney-At-Law

Providing legal services including:
	 •  General Practice
	 •  Contracts Law
	 •  Family Law
	 •  Wills, Trusts & Probate
	 •  Professional Licensing Issues

(904) 910-3729
www.soulelawoffice.com

21 Years Experience

Jacksonville
4729 Kerle Street

Callahan
542412 US Hwy. 1, Suite D

AFFORDABLE 
TREE SERVICE
The Best Service at the Best Price
904-349-0869
OR 904-845-3957
Difficult Removal Specialist

Call BILL to

GIT-R-DOWN!

Free Estimates • Licensed & Insured

Visitation was held prior to the funeral 
service held Saturday, January 27 at Nassau 
Funeral Home with Brother Charlie Holmes 
officiating. Burial followed at Jones 
Cemetery.

Condolences may be expressed at www.
nassaufh.com. 

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral Home, 
Callahan, 904-879-1770.

In lieu of flowers the family asks 
that donations in his memory be made 
to Community Hospice, Acosta Rua in 
Jacksonville.

Condolences may be expressed at www.
nassaufh.com. 

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral Home, 
Callahan, 904-879-1770.
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Residential • Commercial • Auto Glass • Shower Enclosures

259-6070

9
0
4

Get a windshield 
replacement through 

your insurance or 
spend $200 or more 
and receive 2 FREE 
Steak Dinners at 

Cross Creek!

33 East Macclenny Ave. • Macclenny
Mack R. Peebles III - Owner

904.608.5669

The SmartChoice© 
Eradicator

It has proven itself to be 
VERY EFFECTIVE in REMOVING 
SULFUR and IRON from your water.

Call Bob Chavers at

We can bring the 
Water Wagon 

to your home to 
get you the 

Quality Water your 
family deserves!

Nothing else is made like 
or works like the

It even removes iron!

Got Stinky Water?

The Water Boys

Give us a 
call today to 
find out what 
the Eradicator 
can do for you.

Check out our website at
www.waterboysmacclennyfl.com

Glenn’s Paint & Body

552026 US Highway 1
Hilliard, FL 845-7437

 COMPACT TO SEMIS 
Quality Service and Customer Satisfaction is our #1 goal! 
In Business for 25 Years with Over 30 Years Experience. 

All Insurance is Accepted • Claim & Rental Assistance

Wrecker/Towing Service Available
Insurance policies allow you to select the repair shop of your 

choice, so when making your selection, think 1st of 
“Glenn’s Paint & Body”

We perform the necessary procedures to ensure a quality repair.
We care about your repair. Lifetime Limited Warranty! MV15873

Callahan Lions Club
Turkey Shoot 

Every Saturday 
at 7 p.m.

Callahan Lions Club Building
(First Building North of Fairgrounds on US 1)

TURKEY 
   SHOOT

542233 US Hwy. 1 • Callahan • 628-0871
Open Mon. - Sat. 5:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Check us out 

on Facebook 

for specials!

2
2

GIANT HAMBURGERS
SAUSAGE EGG BISCUITS

$499
$300

L&D Enterprize, Inc.
Pond Digging • Land Clearing
Bush Hogging • Dirt Leveling 

Hard Pan • Top Soil 
Fill Dirt • Sand 

Licensed Septic 
System Contractor 

904-416-6082 www.millscreekservices.com

904-414-5129

• Culverts
• Driveways
• Dirt Spreading

Insured

• Fine Grading
• Bush Hogging
• Debris Removal

Health & Fitness Fair a Success
Many people visited the Hilliard 

Parks & Recreation Health & Fitness 
Fair Saturday. The actual vendors were 
set up in the annex building. Over 30 
vendors attended the event with lots 
of information, videos and goodies 
to fill their bags. The annex has been 
renovated for fitness classes, before and 
after school care activities and meeting 
areas. The Recreation Department also 
had tours for the 24/hour Fitness Center 

which is equipped with all equipment 
necessary to make your workout count! 
You just have to put in the work! The 
Town of Hilliard recreation department 
also has an Olympic size swimming 
pool with an additional splash pad that 
opens during the summer for people 
to enjoy. Information on all the perks 
for the recreation department can be 
found by calling (904) 845-2733 or by 
visiting: www.townofhilliard.com.
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Get your share of more than $1 trillion in 2017 federal tax deductions between now 
and Tuesday April 17, 2018… plus perhaps some of the billions of dollars in federal tax 
credits too!

1. Bring all most-recent social security cards or photo-copies of them for each and 
every person on your federal tax return to your tax appointment. Errors here delay your 
tax filing efforts by at least 45 days’ time!   

2. Make certain you have all your federal taxable and non-taxable income documents 
to the first tax preparation appointment up to and including income sources like on this 
checklist: 

• Alimony received, if any 
• Casualty losses and insurance claims filed or collected due to Hurricane IRMA
• Child support and/or Disability, IRA distributions or pay-ins, 1099-R Pensions, 

Railroad Retirement, Social Security, Veteran’s disability, etc.  
• Higher education expenses and tuition statements Form 1098-T paid for anyone that is 

on your tax return as primary taxpayer, spouse, children, and other dependents… get the 
form from the school(s) of higher education attended

• W-2 earnings statements of all your household members who had 2017 employers
• All available 1098 and 1099 forms from any and all 2017 income or expenditure 

sources
• K-1 forms from Limited Liability Companies - Partnership - S Corporations - Trusts, 

etc.
• And for an even-better checklist you can just stop by our Callahan office and get your 

own copy of our FREE 2017 Tax Organizer for Individuals and small businesses (including 
self-employment, farming, fishing, over-the-road truckers, public safety officers, real 
estate investors and landlords, etc.). As an alternative, you can otherwise simply e-mail 
Tom@TomBlairEA.com and we will email you a copy if you so desire.

COUNTRY LAW & TAX SERVICE, INC.
904-628-0635 • 542412 US Hwy 1, Suite D • Callahan 

Usually money-in-your-pocket 
IF you bring in these 

listed items.
                                             Written by Pamela J. Soule, Enrolled Agent

Free e-filing of returns if completed by this office. Hours by appointment available; generally 
between 9 to 6 weekdays, various times on weekends; Payment due at the time of service. Time is of the 
essence… avoid delay… call and schedule TODAY!

Robots are Ready to Rumble:
                       Robotic Teams to Compete in F.I.R.S.T. Robotics Tournaments

WNHS RoboTech Warriors, FTC

Shown (l to r) are: Alex Townsend, 
James Bryce, Nick Siusta, INSPIRE 
AWARD Shane Eskew, Carlene 
Tompkins, Matthew Gaus and Alyha 
Jeeboo

Bryceville Bots, FLL

Shown (l to r) back are: Mrs. 
Christina Zori, Myles Mullis, Dallas 
Spurgeon, Hailey Dilmuth, Micaleigh 
Absher and Coach Sue Butler. Shown 
(l to r) front are: Kailey Davis, Sophia 
Zori, Jaycee Leatherman and Sayler 
Grigoratos 

CMS Robo Ramblers, FLL

Shown (l to r) are: Tristen Deditch, 
Carson Watts, William Califf, Joash 
Wollitz, Lexi Decker and Coach Chad 
Fencik 

HMSH RoboFlashes, FTC

Shown (l to r) are: Christian Cagle, 
Dusty Williams and Nicolas Bieker

HMSH Flashes, FLL

Shown (l to r) back are: Walker 
Thomas, Coach Kristen Ray, Lucas 
Moore, Austin Dinwiddie and Devin 
Sapp; Shown (l to r) front are: HIGH 
SCORE PLUNGE AWARD Andrew 
Huber and Stone Dinwiddie

HES Boom Boom Unicorns, FLL

Shown (l to r) back are: Allison 
Jackson, Brody Lloyd, Corbin Poteet, 
Coach Lacey Lloyd, RJ Jackson and 
Wyatt Ray; Shown (l to r) front are: 
Luke Ray (with hat), Emma Dillard, 
Dakota Howard, Michael Fortier and 
Elijah Stewart 

F.I.R.S.T. (For the Inspiration and 
Recognition of Science and Technology) 
is a national program designed to provide 
accessible and innovative programs to 
encourage and inspire students to pursue 
opportunities in science, technology, 
engineering and math while building self-
confidence, knowledge and life skills. 

This year, Nassau County High School 
teams have traveled to Jacksonville, 
Gainesville and Lake City to test their 
robotic prowess against other FTC 
(FIRST Tech Challenge) teams. The 
HMSH RoboFlashes, led by Christiana 
Morgan, and FBHS RoboPirates, led by 
Bradley Bean, smashed the other rookie 
teams in programming and mechanical 
design skills. The North Florida League 
Championship brought the alliance of YHS 
RoboStingers and the WNHS RoboTech 
Warriors together as they battled against the 
opposing alliance in the last round of the 
regional competition. While victory sided 
for their opponent’s robot, both teams were 
winners. The Connect Award went to the 
YHS RoboStingers inspired by YHS rookie 

coach, Carrie Hensley and the Inspire Award 
went to WNHS RoboTech Warriors led by 
Coaches Shari Braddock and Karol Siusta.

Nassau County sent seven FIRST Lego 
League (FLL) teams to tournaments in 
Jacksonville and Orange Park: Callahan, 
Hilliard, Fernandina Beach and Yulee 
Middle Schools and Bryceville, Hilliard 
and Wildlight Elementary Schools. The 
Fernandina Beach Middle School team, 
CHIK Hydo, and the Hilliard Middle 
Senior High team, Flashes, both won 
their competition and will compete for the 
Regional FLL Championship on Saturday, 
February 3, at the Prime Osborn Center in 
Jacksonville. The event is open to the public 
and will have robotic exhibitions for ages 
6 to 18.

The Nassau County School District’s 
robotics teams are sponsored by the Nassau 
Education Foundation and other donors. 
In 2015, the district first competed with a 
total of five teams. This has now increased 
to a total of eleven robotics teams, one in 
each middle and high school, and three in 
elementary schools.

Who’s Who in Robotics


