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Just My Opinion
Roger R. West

A lie doesn’t become truth, wrong 
doesn’t become right and evil doesn’t 
become good just because it’s accepted 
by a majority. In our country it doesn’t 
even have to be a majority that accepts a 
lie or wrong or evil. All it has to be is a 
few lunatics and the main stream media. 
They will plaster every broadcast minute 
they can to push their agenda on the 
American public. 

Did you think the desecration of 
Confederate history was over? Well, 
it’s not! Earl Johnson, Jr. (a disbarred 
attorney) from Jacksonville has just 
added more to his lawsuit against 
public funding of anything associated 
with the Confederacy. This time his 
desires are focused upon the names 
of five counties in Florida. Johnson’s 
amended suit is asking a federal judge 
for a “declaratory judgment” confirming 
Johnson’s charge that the law has been 
broken. Johnson is quoted saying, 
“The budgetary enactments challenged 
herein burden the liberty of the Plaintiff 
(Johnson) based upon race and color. 
This sets the stage for efforts to rename 
Baker, Bradford, Hendry, Lee and Pasco 
counties. All named after men who 
served the Confederate government. Oh, 
but he doesn’t stop there. He added 46 
more examples of tributes ranging from 
Confederate monuments at courthouses 
in Hernando and Putman counties to 
a Confederate flag outside a Marion 
County government building even 
street names. He also is targeting the 
ancient “Confederate Oak” in a Volusia 
County Park. He is also disgruntled 
with Alachua County’s Sidney Lanier 
Center, a school named for the poet who 
served as a private in the Confederate 
army. Johnson’s complaint also stated, 

“Plaintiff (Johnson) is deeply repulsed, 
disheartened and intimidated by the 
governmental celebrations of white 
supremacy against him as a Black 
American.”

He also states that the law requires a 
guarantee of “full and equal enjoyment” 
of public accommodations. It takes a 
very insecure person to be intimidated 
by a street name, but also a misguided 
individual who thinks history should 
be erased. History is a great learning 
mechanism to prevent us all from 
repeating mistakes of the past. Utilizing 
his beliefs, we should erase any and all 
things concerning slavery. Let’s forget 
it ever happened then the world will 
be merry and bright because there was 
nothing in our past that was wrong.  I will 
also argue that never in a million years 
will a law that guarantees “full and equal 
enjoyment” of public accommodations 
be met. As the saying goes, you can 
satisfy some of the people some of the 
time, but you can never satisfy all the 
people all of the time. My suggestion to 
Mr. Johnson would be, grow up, get over 
it and move on with life. He enlists white 
supremacy all the while invoking what 
could be viewed as black supremacy. 

The sooner this nation accepts the 
past as the past and refocus on the 
present and that we are all Americans 
regardless of race or color of skin, the 
better we all will be. One can be proud 
to be black and one can be proud to 
be white or any other color. There is 
nothing wrong with being proud, but it 
should not cause divisiveness. We are 
Americans! Be proud of that for a while 
and watch this nation prosper. 

As always…that’s just my opinion!


