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Flashes Win a Defensive Battle on the Road
Holden McMillen

The Hilliard Flashes 
are on a roll. They looked 
to keep their winning 
streak going as they 
traveled to Jacksonville 
last Friday to battle the 
Wolfson Wolfpack. The 
Flashes began the game 
with the ball and worked 
on a drive that featured 
two critical fourth down 
conversions. The drive 
was capped off with 
a 10-yard touchdown 
run. With a successful extra point, the 
Flashes jumped out to an early 7-0 lead 
in a drive that took up almost 9 minutes 
of game clock. The Wolfpack got a 
drive going but the drive stalled as the 
quarter came to a close. Heading into 
the 2nd quarter, the Flashes were in a 
good position to add to their lead. They 
were able to get a good break when the 
Wolfpack punter had the snap sail over 
his head and was tackled at their own 
5 yard line. One play later, the Flashes 
leaned on the running game as Tywuan 

Lee punched it into the end zone from 
5 yards out. With a missed extra point, 
the Flashes extended the lead to 13-0. 
Both teams struggled to gain any more 
traction offensively and the first half 
ended with the Flashes still holding on 
to a 13-0 lead.

The entirety of the second half was 
all about defense. If you are a fan of an 
old school, defensive battle, then this 
is the game you enjoyed seeing. The 
Flashes defense made some critical 
plays in the 3rd quarter when Cameron 
Chavarria came into the backfield, got 
the sack and forced a fumble. But, the 
Wolfpack was lucky enough to recover 
the ball. The Wolfpack stood tall and 
got a critical stop on 4th down to end 
the Flashes drive. In the 4th quarter, the 
momentum began to swing in favor of 
the Wolfpack. Thanks to unforced errors 
and personal fouls by the Flashes, the 
Wolfpack marched down the field and 
the capitalized on the opportunity with 
a 2-yard touchdown run. With the extra 
point good, the Flashes suddenly saw 
their lead dwindle down to 13-7. Facing 

the most pressure packed situation, the 
Flashes offense needed to get something 
going offensively. The drive got off to a 
good start when the Wolfpack got called 
for a 15-yard penalty for a facemask. 
But, the Flashes couldn't do much else 
with it and were forced to punt. Needing 
a crucial defensive stand, the Flashes 
got what they wanted and forced the 
Wolfpack inside their own 10 yard 
line. Pinning their ears back, coiled and 
ready to strike, the Flashes got the stop 
they needed as well as a much needed 
score when D.J. Blake forced a fumble 
and his running mate Jason Sheffield 
recovered for a 1-yard 
touchdown. With a failed 
2-point try, the Flashes 
got a much needed break 
to extend the lead 19-7. 
After a much needed stop, 
the Flashes broke the spirit 
and will of the Wolfpack 
and escaped with a 19-7 
victory in an old-fashioned, 
defensive slugfest. 

Other than the opening 
drive and the touchdown off 
the short field, the Flashes 
struggled offensively with 
129 yards of total offense and 87 yards 
on the ground. Lee led the charge 

with 14 carries for 45 yards and 2 
touchdowns; D.J. Blake with 2 carries 
for 13 yards; and D.J. Coston with 3 
carries for 11 yards. Lyle Bennett went 
5/13 for 42 yards and 3 interceptions. 
On the receiving end, Jason Sheffield 
had a catch for 17 yards; Coston with 
2 catches for 13 yards; and Lee with 2 
catches for 12 yards.

Defensively, the Flashes held the 
Wolfpack to 17 yards rushing and 47 
yards of total offense. The Flashes 
sacked the quarterback 5 times and 
held the Wolfpack to just 7 points. 
D.J. Blake proved to be unblockable 

and made a home inside the Wolfpack 
backfield. Blake led the charge with 13 
tackles, 2 sacks, and a forced fumble; 
Jason Sheffield had 8 tackles, a sack, 
and a fumble returned for a touchdown; 
Carson Newkirk had 7 tackles; Cameron 
Chavarria had 5 tackles, a sack, and a 
forced fumble; and Huntley Moore had 
3 tackles. 

This Friday the Flashes travel to 
Branford to face the Buccaneers with a 
7:30 p.m. kickoff! Go Flashes!


