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Flashes Win Thrilling Season Finale
Holden McMillen

Fresh off their bye week, the Hilliard 
Flashes returned to the gridiron looking 
to close out the regular season on a high 
note by beating the Christ's Church 
Academy Eagles on the road. The game 
began with both teams getting their 
bearings and into the flow of the game. 
Quickly it became a back and forth 
duel. The scoring festivities started with 
the Flashes' second drive of the game, 
using a balanced offense to reach the 
end zone, courtesy of a 3-yard run by 
Braydon Holley. After missing the extra 
point, the Flashes sprung out to an early 
6-0 lead. The Eagles got involved in 
the scoring, using their aerial assault to 
march down the field to reach the end 
zone finishing with a 4-yard pass. After 
the extra point was good, the Eagles 
took a 7-6 lead. The Flashes responded 
using a scoring drive of their own. They 
leaned on the run game to get to the end 
zone and Lyle Bennett took it in himself 
with a 4-yard run. With the 2-point 

conversion good, the Flashes closed out 
the opening quarter with a 14-7 lead. 

The action continued to heat up in 
the 2nd quarter. It started with the first 
play of the quarter, when Damon Kibler 
read the quarterback's eyes perfectly 
and intercepted the pass near the 
Flashes sideline. The Flashes offense 
enjoyed the freshly baked turnover and 
proceeded to go down the field. Holley 
broke loose for a 25-yard score. With 
the extra point no good, the Flashes 
widened their lead to 20-7. The Eagles 
responded with back-to-back scoring 
drives. It started when their defense 
forced a turnover, that led to the Eagles 
scoring with a 5-yard touchdown 
pass. Then, the Eagles special teams 
recovered the onside kick. And it 
translated to a 10-yard touchdown run. 
With the extra point good both times, 
the Eagles went into halftime with a 21-
20 lead. 

After halftime, the game was caught 
in a stalemate with both teams trading 

turnover on downs. 
The stalemate would 
be broken in the 4th 
quarter when Bennett 
took the zone read 
keep 4-yards for the 
touchdown. With the 
2-point conversion 
missed, the Flashes 
retook the lead 26-21. 
The Eagles' passing 
attack helped claw 
their way back in, as 
they marched down 
the field to cap off 
the drive with a 10-
yard touchdown pass. 

With the 2-point conversion good, 
the Eagles clung to a slim 29-26 lead 
with 7:05 left in the game. The Flashes 
offense orchestrated a methodical drive 
that took 6 minutes and 56 seconds 
off the game clock. The Flashes then 
found the end zone one more time with 
a 4-yard quarterback sneak by Bennett. 
With the 2-point conversion no good, 
the Flashes retook the lead with 49 
seconds remaining in the game. The 
Flashes defense rose up and got the 
stop they needed to win the game 32-29 
and close out the regular season with a 
record of 8-2.

Offensively, the Flashes produced 
289 yards of total offense with 213 of 
those yards coming from their ground 
game. Bennett went 7/14 for 76 yards, 
rushed 13 times for 77 yards and scored 
3 touchdowns; Holley had 17 carries for 
136 yards and 2 touchdowns; Bradyn 
Matto had 3 catches for 52 yards; and 
Prestin O'Quinn had 2 catches for 20 

yards. 
Defensively, the Flashes forced a 

turnover, and got a sack on the Eagles' 
final drive of the game. Kibler and 
Colton Conner each tallied 10 tackles 
on the night with Kibler recording 
an interception; Billy Moore had 7 
tackles; Klayton Bright 6 tackles; 
Brandon Matthews, Brogan Johns and 
Camauri Bolden all tallied 4 tackles. 
Jake Franklin had 3 tackles and a pass 
breakup; Tucker Pickett had 2 tackles 
and a sack; and Malcolm Howard had 
2 tackles.

The Hilliard Flashes are the 2nd seed 
in Quadrant 3 of the FHSAA 1 Rural 
Playoffs. They will have a bye week 
this week to prepare to host the winner 
of the matchup between the Branford 
Buccanneers and the Lafayette Mayo 
Hornets. Kickoff for the Flashes game 
will be at 7 p.m. next Friday, November 
18 at Flashes Field.

Go Flashes!
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