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The Cause of Thanksgiving
Pastor Adam Pierce, Liberty Baptist Church, Callahan

Thanksgiving is a national holiday. One in which we are 
to set aside time to be grateful. I suppose it could be argued 
that “being grateful” is not something you should have to 
schedule. The holiday itself has roots in God’s goodness 
and our perspective on life. After all, we are told in 1 
Thessalonians 5:18, “In everything give thanks: for this is 
the will of God…” 

Thanklessness is often caused by a wrong view of life 
and what makes that life good. Our society puts too much 

weight in material goods, wealth, or success as the source of what causes gratitude. 
It is also caused by the inability to see benefit in your current state. Webster’s 
1828 dictionary defines gratitude as: An emotion of the heart, excited by a benefit 
received. The children of Israel, for example, murmured in thanklessness after God 
showed them great benefit by delivering them from bondage in Egypt and the hand 
of Pharaoh by parting the Red Sea. 

So, what causes gratitude or a thankfulness? That answer is found in the 
Scriptures. 2 Corinthians 9:11 expresses that cause clearly, “Being enriched in 
everything to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God.” 
God then, who is our object of gratitude, defines thanksgiving as our perspective to 
see an enriching (supply) in every part of our lives that leads to bounty (goodness). 
The key to remember is that we do not get to define supply or goodness…God does. 

This year, rather than choosing to focus on what we think God didn’t supply, 
let’s give thanks for all the good things God did supply! We are truly blessed. 
Happy Thanksgiving!

Classic Cruise-in, 3741 Heavenly Lane, Hilliard, 
Saturday, registration 9-11 a.m., show 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
hosted by The Church of Jesus Christ Latter-Day 
Saints Youth. All Proceeds go to Youth Program. 
Cars, Trucks, Motorcycles! Food trucks on site! 

Thanksgiving Community Dinner at Callahan 
Methodist Church, 449648 US 301, this Saturday, 
Nov. 18 at 1 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS

NO CREDIT NEEDED!
Approval in a SNAP!

904-628-0429
541735 US Hwy. 1 • Callahan

1 Mile South of Callahan
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.  Closed Saturday & Sunday

No Appointment Needed!

Don’s Small Engines
Small Engine Tune-Up & Repair
Lawn Mowers
Weed Eaters
& More
904-859-3991
donssmallengines5@gmail.com            Veteran Owned

New Contemporary Christian Church
                                        Join us Sundays at 6:30 p.m.

55234 White Oak Place • Callahan, FL 32011
Tim Adam, Lead Pastor - 904-410-5753  RedemptiveLove.Church

Love God Love People

Love Covers

Redemptive Love 
Church

904-515-0929
WE ARE NOW 
ACCEPTING 

NEW PATIENTS

450077 SR 200 • STE. 4 • CALLAHAN, FL 
NEXT TO CALLAHAN BARBECUE

Farm Bureau Celebrates 
Farm City Week

Thanksgiving season is when many 
Americans gather with their families 
and reflect upon many blessings. One 
of those blessings is a nutritious and 
diverse food supply produced by our 
farmers and ranchers. We also benefit 
from other agricultural products 
that provide clothing, housing, 
medicines, fuel and other 
products we use daily. These 
necessities are available 
to us because of a broad 
partnership of farmers, 
ranchers, processors, 
brokers, truckers, shippers, scientists, 
wholesalers and retailers. Our 
collaborative partnerships help 
maintain our standard of living. 

In appreciation of our farm city 
partnerships, the President of the 
United States annually proclaims the 
week leading up to Thanksgiving 
Day as National Farm City Week. 
Florida’s agriculture, natural resource 
and food industries employ more than 
two million individuals and annually 
contributes $149 billion to Florida’s 
economy. The following link provides 
more agricultural stats: www.nass.usda.

gov/Publications and www.ifas.ufl.
edu/extension-economic-contribution-
reports/. 

We encourage our fellow citizens 
to pause this holiday season and 
consider the many diverse and 

healthy foods available. Locally, 
the Nassau County Farm Bureau 

celebrated the national event by 
placing display boards at the 

Callahan Library and Roasted 
Rooster Coffee Company 
to educate the community 
on the connection between 

farmers, consumers, shippers, packers, 
scientists and everyone else who has a 
part. Both the farm and the city can exist 
in collaboration. Our interdependence 
creates jobs, markets and relationships 
that build our economy and support our 
collective security. 

As we celebrate Thanksgiving, let 
us remember the farm city relationships 
that have allowed us to create an 
outstanding quality of life for all 
Floridians. Please join us in celebrating 
Farm City Week, November 15-22, as 
we give thanks for all that we enjoy.  

Baby Donations Needed!
The Nest, A Women’s Center, is in need of  new 

or gently used Baby Items.
Diapers (mostly size 3 and 4); Pacifiers; 
Bottles; and any kind of Baby Formula 

Items from the list may be brought to the Westside 
Journal office, 450034 SR 200, Callahan. The Nest has two locations, 
Jacksonville and in Yulee, 904-619-4914. 
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Hilliard Appreciates Veterans
Dawn S. West

The Town of Hilliard held their 
Annual Veterans Appreciation 
Ceremony Saturday at Town Hall Park. 
There was a great group of Veterans 
and families to enjoy the event. Each 
veteran present was requested to sign in 
and list their branch of service; years of 
service; and their age. 

The ceremony was opened by 
Hilliard Mayor John Beasley as he 
announced a flag team from the West 
Nassau JROTC to present and raise 
the flag. LeeAnn Purvis followed by 
singing the National Anthem. The 
Hilliard Middle-Senior High School 
Band performed throughout the event 
and did an amazing job! 

Hilliard resident and Veteran Glenn 
Higginbotham was the main speaker 
sharing his time of service and sharing 
accolades of his late Uncle Harold 
Wade, also a veteran of WWII. Glenn 
ended his speech with, “Uncle Harold 
was a warrior, contractor, carpenter, 
poet, father, husband and comedian, all 
rolled into one fine human being. He 
was an inspiration to me and everyone 
that was lucky enough to have known 

him. He passed away in February 
2005. I loved him and miss him.” 
Florida Representative Dean Black and 
Congressman Aaron Bean also spoke to 
the crowd.

Mayor Beasley announced the 
winner of the oldest Veteran, Mr. Dana 
Wine, who is 91 and is a US Air Force 
Veteran; Youngest winner was Gabriel 
Wollitz, who is 22 years old and serving 
in the US Air Force; the Veteran who 
had served the most years was Mr. Ken 
Bass (also Callahan Mayor) with 34 
years in the US Air Force & Army. A 
flag was also given from a drawing of 
all those who signed in, and the winner 
was Mike Sadler who served in the US 
Air Force.

Following the ceremonies, everyone 
enjoyed a barbecue dinner and cake! It 
was a special day for our Veterans and 
another great event at Town Hall Park! 
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Naturally Nassau
Grits with GrandpaNancy Lee Bethea

This fictional column features an 
inside look into the lives of John and 
Bethany McNair, a couple who live and 
work in Nassau County. The McNairs 
have three children, John Jr., 19, 
Brianna, 15, and Jacob, 5. Mr. McNair 
is a transplant from Chicago, Illinois, 
who teaches art. Mrs. McNair is a 
Nassau County native who works as a 
forester and has deep roots here. 

I love my daddy. I’m his “little 
girl,” and always will be, even though 
I’m in my forties with three kids of 
my own. Recently, we moved Daddy 
into an assisted living facility (ALF). 
Like most other people, my father has 
an opinion. Unlike others, my father 
has no trouble letting his opinion be 
known. We try to take Daddy on a field 
trip from the facility every month or so. 
We might take him to watch sunrise at 
the beach and eat breakfast somewhere. 
Dad needs a wheelchair, so the whole 
process is a production, but we manage. 
Daddy insists on naming restaurants he 
and Mom used to visit. Unfortunately, 
most of them closed years ago. So 
now, we give him a list of restaurants 
that are actually open. He finds fault in 
almost every one of them! The food is 
undercooked or overcooked, too raw or 
too stale, too crisp or too wilted. 

A new breakfast and lunch place 
opened recently. John and I took Daddy 
there. We didn’t discuss it with him first, 
we just went. Basically, if he wanted to 
eat, he needed to get in the wheelchair 
or else he could stay hungry in the 
car. “This car is so tiny! What is it? A 
Hot Wheels car?” he yelled, starting 
everyone’s day with a complaining 

spirit. “Can’t you get any closer to the 
door?” he asked, after we parked in 
the first handicapped spot. Had Daddy 
always been this grumpy?

Once we were seated, the waitress 
gave us menus and took our drink order. 
I went to the ladies’ room once she left. 
Well, not exactly. I actually followed 
her and begged her to forgive my dad 
for anything he had said or would say. 
She didn’t bat an eye 
and told me she knew 
how to handle senior 
citizens. John ordered 
French toast with 
maple syrup, while 
I ordered grits, eggs 
and bacon. I cringed 
when the sweet 
waitress turned to 
Dad to take his order. 
He wanted traditional 
oatmeal, not the 
microwaved junk, two strips of bacon…
extra crispy, and some strawberries. Oh, 
and a whole pot of hot coffee. I guess he 
planned to stay a while. 

While we waited, Dad complained 
about crying children and banging 
sounds from the kitchen. But he didn’t 
complain about the waitress, which 
was unusual. A few minutes later, the 
waitress returned with our food and 
coffee. She brought plenty of creamers 
and sugar packs, she said, because 
she wasn’t sure how Daddy drank his 
coffee. We all enjoyed our meal, but 
Daddy was quiet. His oatmeal, bacon, 
and strawberries must have been perfect 
since his complaining ceased. Maybe 

he had just been hungry. Our waitress 
came by multiple times, but Daddy the 
only thing Daddy ordered was another 
pot of coffee. “I see the ‘liars corner’ 
table over there,” Daddy said a few 
minutes later. Some of his friends sat a 
few tables away from us, but they had 
not seen him. I offered to roll him over 
to say hi, but he didn’t want his friends 
to see him in his wheelchair.

Daddy insisted 
on paying the check, 
even though we 
protested. We rolled 
his chair to the cash 
register, and then we 
remembered just how 
old school my dad 
is. He doesn’t use a 
credit card…ever. 
He counts out each 
bill and coin from 
his billfold or pocket. 

After he paid, he held out his hands for 
the change, which totaled something 
like $1.50. He handed me the money 
and asked me to go back and leave it 
on the table as a tip. I did what Daddy 
asked, except I added more to the tip. 

The restaurant was short-staffed that 
day, so our waitress was cleaning the 
table when I got there. I handed her 
the money and thanked her for being 
patient with Daddy. She wouldn’t take 
it. She explained how her grandfather 
and my dad were alike. Then, she 
shared how she had lost her grandfather 
a few months earlier. Their demeanor, 
their look, and their way of speaking 
were very similar, she said. It was her 
privilege to serve us, and have her 
‘grandfather’ back in a way.

“That waitress sure knew how to 
take care of customers and keep my 
coffee cup full,” Dad said as we pulled 
into the ALF. Pretty high praise from 
my curmudgeonly dad! I hope that 
waitress is working at the restaurant the 
next time we go. She was a blessing to 
us that day. Until next time, and until 
our next outing for breakfast, we’ll be 
living our Naturally Nassau life.

Nancy Lee Bethea is a local 
writer who leads the Creative Writing 
Department at LaVilla Middle School 
of the Arts in Jacksonville. She is 
married to Stan Bethea and they live in 
Callahan with their teenage daughter 
and their rescue cat.

NARFE First Coast Chapter 2273
First Coast Chapter 2273 of NARFE (National Active and Retired Federal Employees 

Assn.) will meet Tuesday, November 21 at 11:30 a.m. at The Pig Barbecue, 450102 SR 200, 
Callahan. We will cover the upcoming FEHBP Open Season and changes this year. We have 
representatives and literature from BCBS and other plans available. All active and retired 
federal and postal employees, and their families are welcome to attend. 

Attendees start arriving after 11 a.m. and have lunch on their own. The program will start 
around noon.  Chapter 2273 has regular luncheon meetings the third Tuesday of the month, 
except December. For additional information and non-members, contact Greg D’Alessio at 
904-347-3338.
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