
  S
TD

U
.S

. P
O

ST
AG

E
PA

ID
C

al
la

ha
n,

 F
L

Pe
rm

it 
N

o.
 4

PO
ST

AL
 P

AT
R

O
N

  W
es

ts
id

e 
Jo

u
r

n
al

P.
O

. B
ox

 6
07

C
al

la
ha

n,
 F

L 
32

01
1-

06
07

Volume XIX  Issue 18 Thursday, November 24, 2022Hometown People...Hometown News

Pray 
to God for 
Our Nation!

Westside Seniors Celebrate Thanksgiving
Saturday, the Westside Senior 

Center was decorated beautifully for 
Thanksgiving, as seniors arrived to 
enjoy a wonderful message, singing and 
a homemade traditional Thanksgiving 
lunch. The Concerned Citizens of 
Hilliard prepared a wonderful dinner 
of turkey, ham, giblet gravy, dressing, 
mashed potatoes, yams and green beans 
and a variety of desserts. The group 
was unable to provide the dinner for 

the past two years due to the pandemic 
so it was wonderful to see them back 
and sharing their giving spirit. There 
was a great group of young people that 
also joined in to help serve the dinners 
to the seniors. It was a special day and 
certainly got everyone in a ‘thankful’ 
spirit! Thank you to the Concerned 
Citizens of Hilliard for your hard 
work in making the day special for our 
seniors! God bless you all! 

The Town of Hilliard will hold their annual Christmas Tree 
Lighting this Saturday, November 26 at Town Hall at 6 p.m. 
There will be refreshments and Christmas caroling around the 
tree. The event is open to everyone to come out and enjoy and 
get it the Christmas spirit. 

There will be a visit from Santa Claus and parents are 
encouraged to bring their cameras for a quick picture! 
Also, for the children, make sure to bring your Letters 
to Santa to mail in the special box also at Town Hall.

Hilliard Christmas Tree 
Lighting Saturday
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 A Word 
From the Publisher

Happy Thanksgiving! Hopefully, by 
the time most of you read this, you are 
ready to enjoy your Thanksgiving dinner 
or have already enjoyed it. Oh my, there 
is just something about the smell of that 
turkey cooking on Thanksgiving morning. 
I guess I learned and kept that 
tradition from my mom. I can 
remember waking up and 
smelling the house filled 
with the yummy aroma 
of turkey. It takes a little 
effort to get up and put it in 
the oven and make sure to 
get up to take it out, but it’s 
worth it! 

Thanksg iv ing…what 
does that really mean? Actually, in my 
mind it’s pretty easy, giving thanks. Many 
people may think in the world we live in 
there is not much to give thanks about. 
How wrong you are! Yes, this world is 
a big mess but…you must look closer 
than that. We are so blessed to live in the 
greatest country in the world. Sometimes, 
I think we all get so busy that we forget 
about the little things of life, which are 
really the big things…like waking up each 
morning. Being thankful isn’t a hard thing 
to do. While reading a devotional one day, 
it recommended to make a list of things (or 
people) I’m thankful for. Before I realized 
I had a full page of thanks! It really is easy 
to complain about everything under the 
sun and some people find fun in that. 

This time of year reminds me of how 
blessed I truly am. I have a wonderful 
husband that loves and cares for me. I 
have strong caring Christian parents that, 
even though I’m grown, continue to help 
me remember God’s faithfulness each and 
every day. Our children and grandchildren 

are happy and healthy and we’re blessed 
to have our siblings close at hand. I have 
a job that I enjoy and God continues to 
bless. I want for nothing and that’s a great 
place to be. I don’t say that in a boasting 
way, but a thankful way.

During this Thanksgiving 
holiday, there are people who 
are hurting. Many have lost 
loved ones or are dealing 
with health issues. The 
one thing we can do is to 
pray for each other. Did 
you know you can pray 
anytime? Many of my 
prayers are done while 

I’m washing dishes, driving, 
sitting on my porch. Did you know our 
God is always available? He is just waiting 
for us to call upon Him with our thanks or 
troubles, just ask and He is there. In this 
ever changing world, I serve a God that 
never changes. Boy, I know He has fun 
dealing with me sometimes! He, our Lord 
and Savior, is always the same.  

I pray that you will be able to celebrate 
Thanksgiving with your family or at least 
spend a little time with family. Life is 
short and we don’t know what tomorrow 
may hold. We need to take advantage of 
each and every opportunity to spend time 
with the ones you love. Life is hard and 
sometimes very busy but you have to take 
time to just be still. We serve an awesome 
God that provides our breath each and 
every day. Perhaps it’s time for us to just 
thank Him for His mercy and grace.

Thanksgiving Blessings!

KEEP 'EM COVERED NASSAU
Automotive • Home • Business

WINDOW TINTING

Factory Trained & Certified Authorized Installer/Dealer
904-434-4001                             904TINT.com

Devin Hardwick, Owner

Gateway to Life Ministries 
Assemblies of God International Fellowship 

All are Welcome to Join us for Worship
Sundays 10:30 a.m.   Wednesdays 7 p.m.

Psalm 45:1

37837 Eastwood Road • Hilliard

Serving western Nassau County for over 20 Years!

CRC#1328655

NEW HOMES
ON OUR LAND OR YOURS!

904-838-6136
Lee Greene

YOUR HOMETOWN BUILDER!

Hilliard Town News
Dawn S. West

The Hilliard Town Council met 
Thursday night for their final regular 
meeting of November. Doug Conkey, 
Intergovernmental Coordinator, St. 
Johns River Water Management District, 
approached the podium to update the 
council on upcoming opportunities. 
“I just wanted to update the council 
concerning the SJRWMD Cost Share 
Program. The amount of money that 
may be applied for has gone up to $1 
million. Applications for the program 
begin December 1 and close January 
30, 2023,” said Conkey. “I believe the 
last time I was here we discussed our 
(SJRWMD) artesian well project. Once 
we are contacted about an abandoned 
artesian well, we will come and check it 
out and plug it at no cost. Currently we 
have plugged 171 artesian wells in the 
state, which saves 24.2 million gallons 
of water a day.”

Brittany Newsome also addressed 
the council concerning the cutting of 
the trees on the town property beside 
town hall. “I am very concerned about 
the cutting of the trees on the property 
next door,” said Brittany. “So will you 
cut the least amount of trees that you 
can and still allow for the building to 
be constructed? I don’t think it’s right 
to just cut them all down.”

Councilman Lee Pickett advised the 
council that he wished to add the tree 
cutting issue to the agenda. The item 
was added.

After much discussion, the council 
decided to have a ‘walking workshop’ 
on the property Tuesday, November 29 
at 5 p.m. to look at the trees in question 
and make a decision on exactly which 
trees need to be taken down for the 
upcoming town pavilion. 

The first agenda item concerned 
the approval of a Capital Budgeted 
purchase of Actuator Replacement disk 
filter from Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. 
in the amount of $25,808.23. 

The next item, the council approved 
to donate $8,000 to the Nassau County 
Public Library System to the Friends 
of the Hilliard Library for Fiscal Year 
2022-2023. 

The council also approved a donation 
of $10,000 to the Nassau County 
Council on Aging for Fiscal Year 2022-
2023 to assist senior citizens in Hilliard 
with their water and sewer bills. 

The council also approved the final 
payable to Mittauer & Associates, Inc. 
for Project: CDBG 20 NR Water Main 
Replacement in the amount of $3,915. 

The next regular meeting of the 
council will be Thursday, December 1 
at 7 p.m.

Quilt Fundraiser
$1 Tickets

The Country Star Quilt Guild has made this beautiful 
opportunity quilt as a fundraiser item. The quilt is currently 
on display at the Westside Journal office. Tickets may be 
purchased from any Guild member, as well as from the 
Westside Journal office, 450034 SR 200, Callahan. 

The drawing will be held Monday, December 12 at 
their meeting. You do not have to be present to win! 
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 Opening Thanksgiving Day!
Thursday, November 24th

New Location! NE FL Fairgrounds
543378 US Hwy. 1 • Callahan

Saturday & Sunday  10 a.m. - 9 p.m.     Monday - Friday  12 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Griffin Fresh Cut Christmas Trees

For more information, call 904-838-2699 Like us on 
Facebook

Christmas
Trees

from Newland, North Carolina
Home of the 2018 White House Christmas Tree

FRESH CUT FRASER FIR
Shop local for your family's tree

5 - 13 ft. Fresh 
Fraser Firs

Annual Town of Hilliard

Christmas Tree Lighting
Saturday, November 26 • 6 p.m.

Please join the Town of Hilliard as they hold their annual 
Christmas Tree Lighting on Saturday, November 26 at 6 p.m. 
on the lawn of the Hilliard Town Hall located at the corner 
of County Road 108 and Pine Street.

• Refreshments and Christmas caroling around the tree! • • 
• Santa will be visiting and will be available for a photo 
    so bring your camera!
• Bring your letters to Santa to drop in Santa's Mailbox!

If you are interested in being part of our community
Christmas caroling, please call Town Hall at 845-3555.

For more information please contact Town Hall.

845-3555 • 15859 West CR 108 • Hilliard

DINSMORE FLORIST, INC.
904-768-7444

Your All Occasion Florist
Yes, we Deliver!

10452 New Kings Rd.
Jacksonville

www.dinsmoreflorist.com

Residential • Commercial • Auto Glass • Shower Enclosures

259-6070

9
0
4

Get a windshield 
replacement through 

your insurance or 
spend $200 or more 
and receive 2 FREE 
Steak Dinners at 

Cross Creek!

33 East Macclenny Ave. • Macclenny
Mack R. Peebles III - Owner

CALLAHAN SPEEDWAY

RACING THIS WEEKEND!
Saturday, November 26th at 2 p.m.

Admission - $10 (6 years & Under FREE)
Cart Racing Every Saturday Night at 6 p.m.     For more information, call 904-254-7085

Across from the Northeast Florida Fairgrounds • US 1

See photos at
www.millscreekservices.com

904-414-5129• Land Clearing
• Site Work
• Final Grade
• Gravel Driveways
• Concrete Driveways Insured

904-525-2801
SERVICING ALL TYPES OF MOWERS, EDGERS, 

TRIMMERS, BLOWERS AND GENERATORS
Pick-Up & Delivery Available

Letters to the Editor S
Letters to the Editor may be emailed to news@westsidejournal.net but must include a complete 
name. Letters should be no longer than 300 words.

Does History repeat itself? Unwanted Attention
Dear Editor,

Ref. Genesis 6:5, “And God saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually.”

Is this not a picture of the USA today? 
What do we see happening today in America? 
Open borders, riots, daily murders in our cities, 
out of control drugs, child sex trafficking, 
disobedience to parents, you name it, America 
is doing it. Has America not become another 
Sodom & Gomorrah or worse?

What was God’s response to mankind 
then? See Genesis 6:6, “And it repented the 
Lord that he had made man on the earth, and 
it grieved him at his heart.” What was God’s 
answer? Genesis 6:7a, “And the LORD said, 
I will destroy man whom I have created from 
the face of the earth...”

Probably not exactly what God has in 
mind for the whole earth at this time but, it 
could be the beginning of the end of USA as 
we know it today. Check it out, America is not 
mentioned anywhere in the Bible. Why would 
He spare us? I would also challenge you to 
look what the Apostle Paul said in Romans 
1:18-32, is this not another picture of America 
today?

If Christians, the Church of Jesus Christ as 
a whole don’t take a stand now, we may not 
have another opportunity. The thing is, we are 
not to sit idly by and do nothing…period!

The problem with a lot of churches in 
America today is they preach a health, wealth 
and prosperity message. They lull people into 
a state of mind to send me your money so we 
can grow. Grow what? Bigger buildings, pad 
their own wallets and drive around in luxury 
automobiles. They care nothing for the people 
that they teach a watered-down gospel to.

Wake up Christians, we need to get our 
heads out of the sand and look toward the 
heavens and pray and act! Put politics aside.

Hank Martinez, Sr.

Dear Editor,
There isn't a woman on the planet who has 

not had her life intruded upon by a man while 
enjoying her own company or socializing 
with a woman friend or group of women. 
This unwanted aggressive behavior ranges 
from interruptions to harassment and women 
are unprotected from them by the legal 
community.

The majority of these social trespassers 
are spurred on by unresolved anger issues in 
their lives and the misery they cause, which 
has nothing to do with the women being 
assaulted. Most women in this circumstance 
tend to be polite realizing that telling these 
fools to SCRAM! might release that anger on 
them.

Single, separated and divorced women 
experience the highest instance of this abuse. 
Preyed upon by these miscreants because 
there is no husband in her life. The law 
enforcement restrictions make it very difficult 
for a woman to resolve this treatment. Proof? 
Isn't a woman's word enough? Hopefully, this 
letter will be a wake-up call for a problem 
much more pervasive than law enforcement 
appears to realize.

So guys, here's the message. Women 
are not soliciting your craving for attention. 
Women don't want it and what's more, 
Women don't like it! If you need attention, 
find somebody else. We're not Mommies. If 
you're unhappy, see a professional. It's not the 
job of women you don't even know to solve 
your misery. 

In other words, Grow up and Stop acting 
like a jerk! Let's also hope law enforcement 
realizes that the protect part of "Protect 
and Serve" comprehends protecting our 
unsuspecting women, which is a legitimate 
mandate.

B. R Mc Connell



Attend the church of your choice this Sunday.
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Fearfully and Wonderfully Made
Pastor Benjie Loyd, River Road Baptist Church, Hilliard

As I am thinking about thanksgiving this year, a couple of 
passages are coming to mind. The first is Psalm 139:14 -16, “I 
praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your 
works are wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not 
hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I 
was woven together in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw 
my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written 
in your book before one of them came to be.” This passage was 

brought home to me in a very real way in an experience I had a couple of years ago. 
I thought that this was going to be another boring night, but this night turned into 

a night that I will never forget. This boring night involved a field trip to a hospital 
in Jacksonville. During the field trip, we were given the opportunity to go into a 
cadaver lab. During this visit, we were open to look at and hold a human heart. I 
walked into the room and I saw these hearts laying on a table and I was given the 
opportunity to hold one of them. The human heart is a muscle and it looks like 
a small piece of steak to the untrained eye. I am not a cannibal. I had no interest 
in eating the heart, but as I held this human heart in my hand, I was shocked and 
moved to gratitude as I reflected on the fact that our Creator has created us in such 
a way that this little muscle that weighs less than a pound sustains our lives. 

Consider some of the aspects of the heart that show us how we are fearfully and 
wonderfully made. According to the American Heart Association, the heart does 
more physical work than any other muscle in the body. The average heart pumps 
2,000 gallons of blood per day! In a 70-year lifetime, an average human heart beats 
more than 2.5 billion times. Every minute your heart pumps 1.5 gallons of blood. 
During an average lifetime, your heart pumps about 1 million barrels of blood or 
enough to fill more than three supertankers. This little muscle that looks like nothing 
more than a piece of steak, that I could easily eat at one sitting, does all this! 

This experience was humbling and worshipful. It was humbling, because I was 
reminded of how frail we are. This little muscle is all that is keeping us alive. We are 
powerless to sustain our lives. If God chooses not to give us our next heartbeat, who 
can protest it or demand another one? No one. This was worshipful because of the 
God who has made us. This was all His design. The second passage that this made 
me consider was also from the Psalms. In Psalm 73:21-22, Asaph says, “When I 
was embittered and my innermost being was wounded, I was stupid and did not 
understand; I was an unthinking animal toward you.” May God help us all not to 
be brutish animals before Him at thanksgiving. Life is a gift and we should treasure 
it all as it comes to us from the good hand of God.     

Eric’s All AmEricAn construction, inc.
904-486-0503

www.ericsallamericanconstructioninc.com
Locally Owned & Operated

Licensed and Insured

Happy T hanksgiving
from your friends at

Transmissions • Engines • Diagnostics • Brakes • Tune-Ups
Suspension • CV Axles • Exhaust • Electrical • Window Regulators

Batteries • Oil Changes • Air Conditioners & More!

540439 US Highway 1 • Callahan MV99939

12545 N. MAIN STREET
JACKSONVILLE • 757-1888

HOURS: 8:30 AM - 6 PM, CLOSED SUNDAY & WEDNESDAY
We accept Food Stamps
Visa, MC, Discover & AMEX

Check us out on
FACEBOOK

10 lb. Bag
LEG 

QUARTERS
$695

$6000

Expires 11-29-22         WJ                            Limit 2  With this Coupon 

Expires 11-29-22          WJ                            Limit 2 With this Coupon 

$595 
lb.

Cut the way you like!

USDA  Whole 
T-BONES

Expires 11-29-22       WJ           While Supplies Last With this Coupon 

$795 
lb.$6000

Expires 11-29-22         WJ                                          With this Coupon 
10 lb. Box

Family Pack 
OX TAILS

GOAT
CUBES

$299 
lb.

Family Pack

Fresh, Lean
GROUND BEEF

Expires 11-29-22           WJ                                        With this Coupon 

Expires 11-29-22           WJ                                        With this Coupon 

HOUSTON’S 
MEATS

HOUSTON’S 
MEATS

HOUSTON’S 
MEATS

Fresh 
Cut!

Lite Pork
SPARE RIBS

$199 
lb.

Expires 11-29-22         WJ                                         With this Coupon

We wish you a
Happy Thanksgiving!

$179 
lb.

2-PACK FRESH 
PORK 
BUTTS 2-3 Pack

OYSTERS!
$85
$45
$25
Expires 11-29-22          WJ                                   While Supplies Last

1/2 BUSHEL

PARTY BAG

50 LB. BUSHEL

10 lb. 
Box
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A New Look At An Old Price
Interior/Exterior Custom Painting

Matthew D. Fisher, Owner

904-333-3262
www.mnlop.com

Professional Painting with a Personal Touch

• Sales 
• Service
• Installation

Nassau County's #1
HVAC Contractor

904-947-2665
www.HugginsAC.com

CAC1819448

Your LOCAL Plumber for Over 35 Years
BERT

NORMAN'S
PLUMBING, INC.

24 HOUR 
Plumbing 
Service

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

STRAIGHT FORWARD PRICING

904-225-5888
www.NormansPlumbing.com

$15 OFF
ANY SERVICE

With this Coupon

Call Today to 
Speak to a 
Company 

Representative, 
Not an Answering Service

CFC1427061 • CUC1224633

BERT NORMAN'S PLUMBING

SERVING CALLAHAN, YULEE, 
FERNANDINA & NORTH JACKSONVILLE

Chip Seal Program Improves 
Public Safety on Roads 

The Nassau County Road 
Department is happy to announce it 
has completed its scheduled list of 
chip sealed roads for the 2021 and 
2022 fiscal years. Twenty-two dirt 
roads totaling 29,145 feet (roughly 5.5 
miles) were upgraded to a newly paved 
surface utilizing the chip seal process. 
When the repetitive maintenance of dirt 
roads becomes timely and costly and/or 
driver safety is compromised, chip seal 
is a great option because it’s similar to 
asphalt in durability and appearance, 
but much less expensive. 

The chip seal surface treatment 
consists of an application of heated 
asphalt liquid, followed by a layer of 
crushed rock with a roller to create a 
smooth surface. Chip seal roads enhance 
public safety by providing good skid 
resistance, an anti-glare surface during 
wet weather, and an increased reflective 
surface for night driving. 

During adoption of the Fiscal Year 
22/23 budget, the Board allocated 
$900,000 for the Chip Seal Program. 
This will allow an additional 15 roads 
totaling 17,975 feet to be resurfaced this 
Fiscal Year. Roads identified for chip 
seal this Fiscal Year include: Oelsner 
Drive; Wilder Boulevard; Arbor Lane; 
Seymour Lane; Nassau River Road; 
Freeman Road; Myrtice Road; Milton 
Road; Dawson Road; Boyd Road; D. 
Fouraker Road; Middle Road; Lawhon 
Road; Debbie Road; and Howard Road. 

We want to thank the citizens of 
Nassau County for their patience during 
the preparation process. We would also 
like to thank our County Commissioners, 
(District 1) John F. Martin, (District 2) 
Aaron C. Bell, (District 3) Jeff Gray, 
(District 4) Thomas R. Ford, (District 5) 
Klynt A. Farmer, for their support and 
allocating funding for this initiative.

Hilliard Primary Care Now 
Millennium Physician Group

Recently, the Ascension St. Vincent’s Medical Group 
in Hilliard changed names to Millennium Physicians 
Group. The office is still a Primary Care office and has 
the same staff: Amanda West, APRN and Kimberly 
Bravo, APRN, along with staff members Laura, Jennifer, Samantha, Lisa, Trisha and 
Terry. The affiliation has changed as they are no longer connected with Ascension 
Medical Group. 

The only drawback with the new company is the phone lines are giving them 
difficulty getting appointments at the front desk. As they continue to work out 
the glitches, the staff hopes to soon have the problems resolved so all the current 
patients can be reinstalled. For patients who need appointments, right now, they 
are best served by stopping by the office at 551616 US Highway 1 and making an 
appointment until the phone issues are resolved.  We are looking forward to serving 
your medical needs! 
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Like us on Facebook! www.aabottledgas.com

757-1924
12601 N. MAIN ST. • JACKSONVILLE 

879-2400
450044 SR 200 • CALLAHAN

Open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

20% OFF Retail on All Gas Logs!

$300 OFF
20 lb. Propane Cylinder

and Up
With this coupon. Expires 11/30/22

Wishing You and 
Your Family a 

Blessed Thanksgiving 
from your friends at AA Bottled Gas Company!

Join us for the

SPONSORED BY: TOWN OF CALLAHAN • SCHWEND INSURANCE • ANCHOR CHURCH • G&H LAND • FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH CALLAHAN • VYSTAR 
SOUTHEASTERN BANK • FIRST FEDERAL BANK • UF HEALTH CALLAHAN • JOEL PACE PIANO • MERIDIAN WASTE • BRANDIES ACE HARDWARE

PROCEEDS GO TO THE WEST NASSAU HISTORICAL SOCIETY, AN ALL-VOLUNTEER, NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 904-879-3406 
OR VISIT WWW.WNHSFL.ORG

HOSTED BY THE WEST NASSAU HISTORICAL SOCIETY

PARADE 11 A.M. 
DOWNTOWN CALLAHAN

OFFICAL CRAFT FAIR 9 A.M. - 3 P.M. 
AT THE CALLAHAN DEPOT RAILBED

SANTA AT THE DEPOT FROM 12:30 - 2 P.M.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3RD

HOWARD & SON
APPLIANCES & MORE

Washers • Dryers • Stoves
30 Day Warranty on All Appliances!

Name Brand Overtsock Items 
Baby Items • Home Décor

Small Household Appliances
We buy broken appliances! Will pick up!

904-554-4238
542464 US Hwy. 1 • Callahan

Across from BP

Brandies Hagan

Callahan         879-3456 Hilliard             845-4461

We are thankful...

Wishing you all a 
Blessed Thanksgiving!

for a wonderful community, for the friends 
and families we have come to know. It has 
been an honor and privilege to serve our 
community for a combined 137 years.

PRESTON REEVES
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONINGHEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Our Satisfied 

Customers are 

our Most Prized 

Possessions!

 Sales • Service • Repair
 Installation • Heat Pumps

 Electric • Furnace

845-3338
CELL - 591-5173

HILLIARD

845-3338
CELL - 591-5173

Prompt & Dependable Service on 
All Residential & Commercial Makes & Models

FREE ESTIMATES!

All Major Credit Cards Accepted     LIC-CMC056774

Don’s small EnginEs
Small Engine Tune-Up & Repair
Lawn Mowers
Weed Eaters
& More
904-859-3991
donssmallengines5@gmail.com            Veteran Owned

Dayspring Village Annual Shoe Drive
Each year for the last 32 years, 

Dayspring Village and advocates have 
worked to provide new shoes for the 
mentally ill residents who call DSV 
home. A local mom, Hattie Morris 
from Fernandina Beach, called Doug 
Adkins, the administrator of Dayspring 
Village. She was actively involved 
in advocating for persons with 
mental illness since her son, 
Doug, also struggled with 
a mental health condition. 
She asked him, "Doug, what 
can we do as a community 
to help impact the lives of the 
residents?"

He told Hattie, who was at home 
at the time, to sit down and take the 
laces out of her shoes and walk around 
the house. Hattie did exactly what was 
requested and she soon discovered 
how cumbersome and difficult it was 
to manage her feet without the shoe 
laces. Doug explained to her that when 
residents go to the hospital, they take 
away the shoe laces and they often do 
not get them back. The Velcro straps 

associated with a new pair of shoes was 
life changing for many of the residents. 
“Perhaps more important is that many 
of the adults with mental illness struggle 
to obtain adequate foot wear and often 
their shoes are worn out, broken or 
otherwise ill fitting,” said Adkins. “The 
simple truth is that recovery and dignity 

is impacted by shoes in more 
ways than what we realize and 

there is no happier day for 
anyone than the day they slip 
on a new pair of shoes that fit 
them.”

The program has been 
modernized this year. In order 

to help people get engaged we have 
made supporting the annual shoe drive 
easier with a simple GoFundMe page 
where volunteers can donate. “We have 
raised $1,175 so far towards our goal 
of $5,000 to help provide shoes for 120 
mentally ill adults,” added Adkins. “If 
you would rather write a check to help 
support the program or want to buy 
shoes yourself that can all be arranged 
with our staff by calling McKena Dunn 
at 904-675-9181.”

To learn more about Dayspring 
Village, visit: www.dayspringvillage.
org or call 904-675-9181. 
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904.613.1898

The SmartChoice© 
Eradicator

It has proven itself to be 
VERY EFFECTIVE in REMOVING 
SULFUR and IRON from your water.

Call Steve McDonald

We can bring the 
Water Wagon 

to your home to 
get you the 

Quality Water your 
family deserves!

Nothing else is made like 
or works like the

It even removes iron!

Got Stinky Water?

The Water Boys

Give us a 
call today to 
find out what 
the Eradicator 
can do for you.

Check out our website at
www.waterboysmacclennyfl.com

Flashes Stung by the Hornets
Holden McMillen

The stage was set last Friday night 
for a gladiator type rematch between 
the Hilliard Flashes and Lafayette 
Mayo Hornets. Last time these two 
faced off was week 4 of the season, with 
the Hornets escaping Flashes Field with 
a narrow 21-14 win. The Flashes looked 
to avenge the loss and earn a bid to the 
Regional Final Rural FHSAA Playoffs.

The Hornets began the contest with 
the pigskin and marched down the field 
to set themselves up to reach the end 
zone. The Flashes' defense rose up and 
stalled the drive and the Hornets were 
forced to settle with a 24-yard field goal. 
Despite the stop, the Hornets earned 
an early 3-0 lead. The Flashes' offense 
were hoping for a drive of their own 
however, the Hornets' defense forced 
a turnover with an interception after a 
deflected pass. The Hornets looked to 
take advantage, but the Flashes' defense 
rose up and came up with back-to-back 
clutch stops to stall the Hornets' drive to 
close out the opening quarter. 

The 2nd quarter became the 
turning point of the game. After the 
defense forced a turnover on downs, 
the Flashes' offense went to work and 

answered the call when Lyle Bennett 
took the quarterback keeper 14 yards 
for the score. With the 2-point coverage 
unsuccessful, the Flashes took a 
6-3 lead. Then, the Hornets' scoring 
onslaught ensued. The Hornets gashed 
the Flashes' defense and reached the 
end zone courtesy of a 20-yard run. 
Then, the Hornets' passing game got 
involved in the scoring fest. The Hornets 
scored with a 78-yard touchdown pass; 
followed by an 8-yard touchdown pass. 
With the extra point for all three scores 
good, the Hornets went into halftime 
with a commanding 24-6 lead. 

Both teams traded scores in the 
3rd quarter. It started with the Flashes' 
defense forcing a turnover, thanks to 
a bad snap from the Hornets' center. 
Billy Moore recovered the ball near 
the 40 yard line. The Flashes' offense 
took advantage of the turnover with 
Bennett connecting with a wide-open 

Nathaniel Vroman near the Flashes' side 
line for a 48-yard score. With the extra 
point good, the Flashes began to claw 
back into the game, cutting the deficit 
down to 24-13. Any sort of momentum 
generated from the Flashes was quickly 
evaporated due to the Hornets' offense 
going down the field and scoring on 

a 16-yard touchdown pass. With the 
extra point good, the Hornets widened 
the lead to 31-13. The remainder of the 
game stalled out with defensive stops. 
As a result, the Flashes were defeated by 
the Hornets 31-13 and were eliminated 
from the playoffs. 

Offensively, the Flashes generated 
241 yards of total offense and 133 yards 
rushing. In his final game as a Flash, 
Bennett went 8/20 for 108 yards, a 
touchdown and ran the ball 13 times for 
54 yards; Braydon Holley had 13 carries 
for 63 yards and 3 catches for 15 yards; 
Vroman led the team in receiving with 
4 catches for 53 yards and a touchdown; 
Bradyn Matto had a catch for 20 yards. 

Defensively, the Flashes forced a 
turnover and a sack on the game. Damon 
Kibler and Colton Conner both led the 
team with 5 tackles; Billy Moore had 
4 tackles and a fumble recovery; and 
Tucker Pickett and Malcolm Howard 
tallied 2 tackles. 

Congratulations to the Hilliard 
Flashes on a great 8-3 season! Go 
Flashes!

Collections are once again happening for 
Toys for Tots! There are drop boxes at all the 
County Fire Stations, Ace Hardwares, grocery 
stores, drug stores, Westside Journal, etc. For 
a complete list of locations, visit our website, 
www.toysfortots.org. Toys are collected 
through Christmas as they continue to try and 
ensure all needs are met, even delivering toys 
on Christmas when there has been a need. 
Donations of NEW unwrapped toys may be 

dropped off at any location! Distribution Day is Saturday, December 17. Volunteers 
are needed to help sort and bag toys. To schedule a time to volunteer, please call 
Susan Purvis, T4T Coordinator, at 904-716-2462! DONATE TOYS TODAY!  

Collecting for Toys for Tots Nassau
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            33rd Annual         Dayspring Village

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Dayspring Village is seeking volunteers to help share the gift of Christmas 

with the mentally ill residents. Often the holidays are the toughest time of 
the year for the mentally ill and each year the gift of the giver makes a life 
changing impact on the lives of these individuals.   

How to get Involved:
1. Contact Ashley Turner, Secret Santa Coordinator at 904-845-7501 or 
   ashleyt@dayspringvillage.org.
2. You will be assigned a resident and their ‘wishes’.
3. Have your gift wrapped and back to the facility by December 23rd.
4. Baking – If you like to bake we would love to have you sponsor the evening 
   snack for the residents!
5. Music – If you have a musical talent you would like to share we invite you to come and perform!

Dayspring Village is a state licensed limited mental health assisted living facility that is focused 
on serving the needs of adults with schizophrenia. If you would like to learn more or we can 
be of any assistance, please contact Douglas D. Adkins, Administrator at 904-583-0134-cell or 
dadkins777@bellsouth.net – Please consider becoming a volunteer this Christmas season, the gift 
you make in the life of others will truly change lives around you. 

www.dayspringvillage.org AL #5766

God Bless and Merry Christmas! 
Call today! 845-7501

WE BUY TIMBER
3 Acre Minimum

B&V TIMBER
Bulldozer, Excavator and Tractor Work Available

(904)845-2804
Hilliard

PUBLIC AUCTION  
SAT., NOV. 26TH @ 11:11 a.m. 
Preview Friday 1-3 p.m. & 9 a.m. Day of Auction 

JEFF’S EXCAVATING, INC.
4135 US HWY. 17 S., GREEN COVE SPGS, FL  32043

Off I-95, travel 210 toward GCS, Over Shands Bridge, US 17, take a left, 
over RR tracks, U-turn @ 2nd turn around, just past Vac Com on left.

2021 CAT 289D Skid Steer w/Bucket • 2018 CAT 326 Excavator • 2020 JD Komatsu PC220 Excavato • JD 644 
Front End Loader • Komatsu WA250 Front End Loader • Komatsu WA75 Front End Loader • CAT 120G Motor 
Grader • Gallion Grader • Kubota M1055 Diesel Tractor • 1996 Ford L8000 Water Truck • 2005 Sterling 
Dump Truck • 2002 Ford 4 dr 6-8 CYD Dump Truck • 1998 Isuzu Equipment Hauler • CAT D-5 High Trac 
Dozer • 1998 Kenworth Tractor • 2004 Chevy Pickup • 2007 JLG 450 AJ 4x4 Lift • 2021 John Deere Gator 
XUV 590E-S4 • 2005 Toyota 4-Runner • Fontaine Low Boy Trailer • Diamond Head Cutter • Fork Attachment 
CAT CV18B Vibratory Roller • Rake 8’ 8 ½” • Rake 9’ 1 ½" • JRB Forks, Fuel Trlr w/Tank & Pump & 
Generator • Bobcat 225G Welder & 8000 • Wat Generator • Landa Comm Pressure Washer & Steamer • 
Diesel & Gas Storage Tanks • Filter Room • Concrete Mixer • 2 Tractor Mowers • Rigid Gas Compressor • 
Briggs & Stratton 825 Auger • Dewalt 3800 PSI Pressure Washer • Muck Pump & Hoses • Craftsman 675 
Series Dust Collector • BobCat Welder & Generator • 3.5 HP Mounted Chipper • Metal Cutting Band Saw 
• Delta 175 PSI 80 Gal Compressor • Carolina 30 Ton Press & Cherry Picker for Engines • Tool Boxes • 
Vibratory Packer • Diesel Fan for Debris Pile Burning • Magnum Airless Paint Sprayer • King Cutter Roto 
Tiller for Tractor • Howse Blade • Stihl Chainsaw, Pole Saw & Weedeaters • SPECTRA: Precision Transit • 
Laser Level Spectra Physics • Alignment LB-2 • Depth Master MC200 • Davia White AL8-22 Transit • Leica 
Wild NA 820 Transit • Stihl MS392 • Stihl TS400 Concrete Saw • Echo Concrete Saw • TONS OF TOOLS • 
Semi Tire Lug Wrench & Tire Placement Jack • Floor Jacks • Chain • Creepers • Excell 2300 PSI Pressure 
Washer • German Made GR Centrifugal Pump on Trlr.  Pictures on Website!

ONLINE BIDDING ON PROXIBED: HEAVY EQUIPMENT ONLY

LUMAN E. BEASLEY AUCTIONEERS, INC.
904-631-1886                 AB-1441     AU-1775

13% BUYERS PREMIUM – CASH, CHARGE, WIRE TRANSFER

WWW.BEASLEYAUCTIONEERS.COM

           Tillman Roofing 
Shingles • Metal • Flat

Roof Repairs & Roof Maintenance 

904-845-8280
FAX 904-527-1463 • www.tillmanroofing.com
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

CCC1327969/CGC1512791

Dirt Work
Excavator Work
Extreme Bush Hogging & Mulching

904-518-0349

C&C LAND PROS
WWW.CANDCLANDPROS.COM

Licensed & Insured

Longest of Nassau County’s “Worst” 
Roads Scheduled for Repaving

Tracy Connors
If you have ridden on Kings Ferry 

Road in recent months, you know how 
uncomfortable, and even dangerous the 
road is in its current advanced state of 
disrepair and deterioration. You might 
not be surprised to find that of the 437 
miles of paved roadways under County 
responsibility for maintenance, Kings 
Ferry Road was ranked the 5th worst in 
Nassau County.

Only four other roads, three in 
Fernandina and one in Yulee, were rated 
worse in the Nassau County Pavement 
Management Plan, adopted July 2021 
(readers who wish to see whether their 
road is scheduled for resurfacing can 
find that information in the Pavement 
Management Plan online). Based on 
funding levels in place prior to 2021, 
approximately 3-6 miles of roadways 
were resurfaced per year. Prior to the 
adoption of the Plan, a Nassau County 
Road might expect to be resurfaced 
every 86 years. Because the expected 
useful life of a paved roadway is 15-25 
years, a typical roadway would reach 
the end of its useful life 60 years prior 
to it being repaved.

The 2021 Pavement Management 
Plan put the county’s roadway network 
on a 22-year resurfacing cycle, and 
recommended an annual budget of 
$3,900,000 for road maintenance. This 
will allow resurfacing 18-20 miles of 
roadway per year, and enable roadways 
within the county to be resurfaced 
approximately every 22 years based on 
current uses and proposed funding.

The new County Pavement 
Management Plan ranks Kings Ferry 
Road as 3.31 on a 5.0 scale (worst). 
The worst road in Nassau County 
(according to the Plan) is Little Piney 
Island Pt. (800 feet), with a 3.84 rating. 
However, the combined lengths of the 
four roadways in Nassau County rated 
worse than Kings Ferry Road totaled 
.56 miles. The “worst” rating for Kings 
Ferry Road includes 7.94 miles, with 
an estimated budget of $1,588,763 to 

repave. The average lengths of the next 
29 worst roads after Kings Ferry were 
less than .5 miles. Kings Ferry Road is 
by far the “worst” length of paved road 
in Nassau County, and will be until it is 
repaved.

Nassau County Road Director, 
Cameron Hansen, recently surveyed 
both Kings Ferry Road and Bill 
Johnson Road in Kings Ferry. Residents 
had contacted his office to report the 
advanced deterioration of the pavement, 
and the near obliteration of many 
pavement markings. They had pointed 
out the near absence in many places on 
that much-traveled and sinuous road, 
of pavement markers. The majority of 
them are very faint, and in other places 
are almost impossible to distinguish 
based on weathering, wear and tear...
[we] consider the condition of this main 
artery to constitute a serious and priority 
safety issue. We have no doubt that in 
its present condition, Kings Ferry Road 
is dangerous to drive on.

Hansen agreed with the condition 
of the road. He pointed out, “When 
I drove to Kings Ferry to visit you on 
Bill Johnson Road some weeks back, 
I observed the condition of the road 
firsthand, and had the repairs put on the 
schedule. This led to us being out there 
this past Friday, in an effort to reduce 
the potholes and shoulder issues I noted 
at that time.” Hansen noted, “Kings 
Ferry Rd. is scheduled for overlay this 
2022-2023 fiscal year, to include new 
striping as well.”   

“I anticipate the roadwork for 22-
23 should be complete, (unforeseen 
circumstances aside) in Summer/Fall 
2023 timeframe,” continued Hansen. 
“Meanwhile I will review the current 
striping conditions with the area 
Supervisor, as well as those that do 
our in-house striping. We can schedule 
temporary striping in the problem areas 
to ensure better visibility, until the new 
pavement and markings work takes 
place.”
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It is illegal to discriminate against any person because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin in the sale, rental, financing, appraisal of housing or in the provision of real estate brokerage services. If you 
believe you have been discriminated against or would like further information about your rights or obligations under the Fair Housing Act call Jacksonville Area Legal Aid at 904-356-8371.

SERVICES
AFFORDABLE TREE SERVICE, trimming/removal, 
licensed and insured, difficult removal specialist. 
FREE estimates. Call 904-349-0869. tfn 

FOURAKER MECHANICAL HEATING & AC. 
Installation and service of all brands! Locally owned 
& operated. FREE estimates! Call 945-5404. tfn  

PAINTING! A New Look At An Old Price. Interior/
Exterior  Custom, Professional Painting and more. 
Fully Insured. Call 904-333-3262, www.mnlop.com. 

GLISSON LAWN CARE & MORE, LLC. FREE 
estimates! Licensed & Insured. Mowing, edging, 
blowing, weed eating, landscaping & stump grinding. 
Owner Dustin Glisson, 904-452-3086. tfn 

AIR POWER HEATING & AIR: Installation and 
Service. Serving Nassau County. Mention this ad to 
receive 10% OFF. Call (904) 314-8892. CAC1815504 

LEVELED UP TRACTOR SERVICE, Hilliard. Tractor 
work, bushhogging, dirt work. Licensed & Insured. 
Call 904-626-6380. tfn

LOCAL PALMS 904-434-5769 Property and 
Land Management Specialists. Lawn care, home 
improvement, tractor work and more! tfn 

C & C SAW & MOWER: We fix lawnmowers, tractors, 
chainsaws, weedeaters, outboard motors and more! 
Call Chuck at 904-507-9263. tfn 

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING. Repairs, FREE 
Estimates on New Installations. Licensed & Insured. 
Owner Timothy Reeves, Reeves Climate Control 
(904) 238-8492. tfn   

THE MOWER & SAW SHOP! Lawn equipment 
repairs both 2 and 4 cycle. Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. 
- 5 p.m. Call (904) 472-0600. tfn   

C & C LAND PROS offers extreme bush hogging 
along with installing culverts and driveways. Licensed 
and Insured. Call (904) 518-0349. tfn

UPHOLSTERY: ROWLAND’S, for a free estimate 
email a picture to: dexter@rowlandsupholstery.com. 
Remember upholstery fabric is 3 times more durable 
than new furniture fabrics. Call 904-879-5130 or 904-
398-1653. tfn

CHRISTIAN CLEANING SERVICE! Relief is on the 
way! Let me clean your home for the holidays! Call 
904-522-5783. 112422

SOUTHEAST SOFTWASH 
PRESSURE WASHING! FREE 
Estimates! Residential & Commercial. 
Homes, roofs, concrete & more. Call 
Carter, 904-891-7047. tfn

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Deadline is Tuesdays at Noon
879-4180  •  news@westsidejournal.net

PIANO, GUITAR, UKULELE AND DRUM 
LESSONS! All ages, 4 years to adult. 
Experienced teacher. www.joelpacepiano.com, 
joelpace@juno.com, 904-766-9544. $85 per 
month. tfn

CATS’ ACRE FARM, purebred Nubian Goats for 
sale; yearlings, weanlings, does and bucks, some 
horned, some disbudded with or without moon 
spots; prices vary. Call 904-655-4460. 112422

CREW LEADER, LOADER OPERATOR, BUNCHER 
OPERATOR. Tison Logging, LLC is looking for an 
experienced person to operate the log loader and 
serve as the Crew Leader. The Crew Leader/Log 
Loader Buncher Operator must be knowledgeable in 
the set-up, cutting, loading and hauling of the timber 
operations. Call 904-755-1659 or 904-416-6082. tfn 

FULLTIME ELECTRICAL FOREMAN & HELPER 
needed with options of 4-10 hour days. 401k 
and insurance options. Starting pay depending 
on experience. Email resume to: chendry@
hendryelectrical.net or call 904-314-2544 for more 
information. tfn 

WANTED LANDSCAPE LABORERS, no experience 
or license needed. Call Danny at 904-251-4963. tfn

LOOKING FOR DIRECT CARE STAFF for 
individuals who are developmentally challenged. 
Must have HS Diploma or GED and pass background 
screening. Yulee/Fernandina area, call or text 904-
507-9976 for more information. tfn

HELP WANTED! Growing Land and Tree Business 
looking for an experienced Crew Leader. Call Shane 
at 904-699-9312. tfn

REGISTERED DENTAL HYGIENIST NEEDED! New 
private practice in Callahan is looking to add a full-
time hygienist to our team! Ideal candidate will be 
friendly and personable, highly motivated and have 
excellent communication skills. Please call our office 
at 904-879-6998 to apply or get more information. tfn

EMPLOYMENT

MOBILE HOME bathroom remodeling or repairs 
including vinyl soffit and siding. All types of mobile 
home and deck repairs. Call 879-9631. tfn

HANDYMAN

FOR SALE

E-Z REPAIRS! Home repairs: Full remodels, decks, 
plumbing, roofing, flooring, siding, interior/exterior 
painting, etc. 25 years experience. FREE estimates! 
Call  Tom at (904) 586-5078. 112422

SHIPPING CONTAINERS FOR SALE! Please call 
Tina at 904-714-4310 ext. 1. 112422

JERRY’S PRODUCE! Fresh vegetables and 
produce. Whole and shelled pecans! Vidalia onion, 
cabbage and strawberry plants now available. US 1 
north of Callahan. Call 904-715-0060. 112422

CRACKED BLOWN PECANS for sale: 5-20 lbs. $4/
lb.; 25-45 lbs. $3.75/lb.; and 50+ lbs. $3.50/lb. Call 
or text 912-276-4776. Pick-up in Callahan. 120122

WE BUY JUNK CARS! Call Laid Back Scrap 
Removal at 507-9580 or 879-1595. 

WE BUY USED Cars, Tractors, Lawnmowers, 
4-Wheelers, Golf Carts & pick up unwanted scrap! 
Call 580-1404. tfn

WANTED TO BUY

HILLIARD, 1,000sf house, good country living 
between 2 ponds, totally renovated inside & out, 
oversized bedroom & small office, CH/A, city, water/
sewer included but not electricity, no pets or smoking, 
$1200/month; first and last month’s rent to move in. 
Call 1-408-218-1630. 112422

RENT

LIVESTOCK

1957 CUSHMAN EAGLE, custom made for the 
Masons, all original, excellent condition, less than 
1,000 miles, $4,500, OBO. Call 904-879-2143. 
112422

YOUNG NIGERIAN DWARF BUCKS, ready for 
spring breeding, carefully bred from registered 
purebred stocks from herds across the United 
States, pick from pulled de-horned blue-eyed stock. 
Call 904-673-1583. 112422

AUTOS

NORTH FLORIDA SEAMLESS

  GUTTERS
                 WHEN QUALITY COUNTS!

904.707.1475

SOFFIT & FASCIA • VINYL SIDING
GARAGE DOORS

100% 
Quality 

Guarantee

Freddie Cantrell
Owner

37 YEARS EXPERIENCE!       
 Commercial & Residential                                      Licensed & Insured

CALL NOW 

FOR A FREE 

ESTIMATE!

SUPERIOR 
STUMP GRINDING

EXCAVATOR SERVICES

904-699-8957

• Skid Steer/Dirt Work
• Excavation/Drainage
• Driveway/Culverts
• Property Line Clearing
• Pond Embankment Cleaning

• Tree Removal/Trim/Chipper
• Bush Hogging
• Demolition
• Dump Trailer Service
• Reclaim Overgrown Property

Licensed & Insured Locally Owned & Operated

Classified Deadline is 
Tuesdays at noon.

NORTH FLORIDA 
BRUSH CONTROL, LLC
Forestry Mulching • Bush Hogging

Site Prep • Property Access 
Driveways and More! 

BILL DAVIS, Owner/Operator

904-626-0254 
Licensed & Insured • Locally Owned & Operated

www.northfloridabc.com

Homemade
Fruit Cakes!
CHERRIES, PINEAPPLE 

& PECANS ONLY!

Call to Order 904-504-5215
or 904-753-9400

PNEUMAN 
HOMES, LLC

904-452-6032
New Homes and
Home Additions

State Certified for Nearly 25 Years
CBC 057302

LADSON CONCRETE: Driveways, 
patios, sidewalks, slabs, extensions 
& more. FREE estimates! Call Gage 
at 904-631-5038. eow

SERVICES CONT.

LOOKING FOR OUTGOING ERA AGENT! Want 
to be a part of a winning team? ERA Fernandina 
Beach Realty is looking for full time REALTORS for 
the Callahan & Yulee offices. Year-round training 
available, newly established mentoring and coaching 
programs and virtual specialty programs for all 
agents. Call Karen at 904-261-4011 and be a part of 
a winning team! 120822

THE TOWN OF HILLIARD is seeking a highly 
motivated, qualified individual for an entry level 
PUBLIC WORKS POSITION which includes 
landscaping, facility maintenance and the ability to 
perform multiple tasks as required. A current Driver’s 
License and High School Diploma are required 
and at least one years’ experience in the public 
sector or equivalent work experience. Experience 
in landscaping, water, and sewer utility work is a 
plus. The Town of Hilliard is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and a Drug Free Workplace. Post-offer 
physical required. Applications may be picked up at 
Town Hall located at 15859 West County Road 108, 
Hilliard, Florida from 9am until 5pm Monday through 
Friday, or downloaded from www.townofhilliard.com. 
Applications will be accepted until the position is 
filled.120122

EMPLOYMENT CONT.
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OBITUARIES
Hampton S. Bennett, Jr. 

Hampton S. “Bubba” 
Bennett, Jr., 88, the greatest 
dad ever, passed away 
Thursday, November 17, 2022 
at his home surrounded by his 

family. Mr. Bennett was born January 22, 
1934 in Fernandina Beach and was son to 
the late Hampton Sullivan Bennett, Sr. and 
Maudie Olivia Wilder Bennett. He was a 
graduate of Yulee High School and worked 
for 42 years with St. Regis Paper Company 
where he retired in 1999. He was a member 
of the United Steelworkers Union for 
Paperworkers Local 9292 and loved playing 
cards with friends and family, hunting, 
fishing, Blue Grass music and cooking for 
his family including his specialty shrimp 
salad & fried fish. He loved his log cabin 
in West Jefferson, North Carolina, that he 
named "Top of the Hill" after his beloved 
Nassauville home. He loved his family 
dearly. He was preceded in death by his 
parents; and a brother Charles Bennett. 

He is survived by his wife of 67 years, 
Patricia Harrold Bennett; four children 
Hampton “Rusty” (Pam) Bennett, III, 
Lisa (Tom) Rayburn, Judson (Melinda) 
Bennett and Marsha (Robert) Veal; eight 
grandchildren Josh (Brittany) Rayburn, 
Kristopher (Randi Jean) Bennett, Joni 
(Donal) Rayburn, Jenni (Thomas) Pike, Sara 
(Jason) Wynn, Lorin (Chris) Jakes, Judson 
(Noel) Bennet, II and Travis (Abigail) Veal; 
21 great-grandchildren Lyle, Katelynn, 
Sydney, Conner, Nyla, Riley “Hampton”, 
Landen, Natalee, Cooper, Callie, Kailey, 
Logan, Layden, Nate, Damari, Judson, III, 
Donisha, Laila, Xavier, John and due in 
February Chandler; and numerous nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

The family received friends Monday, 
November 21 prior to the funeral service at 
The Event Center at Peeples Funeral Home, 
Jacksonville, with Pastor Chris Drum 
officiating. Burial followed in Eubanks 
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, the family 

Patricia Ann Hutchinson 
Patricia Ann Hutchinson, 

57, of Callahan, passed away 
on November 12, 2022. She 
was born October 5, 1965, in 
Jacksonville to Albert Wilkes, 

Sr. and Charlene Dell Singleton Wilkes. 
Patricia was a social butterfly who always 
had a smile on her face. She had a fun 
personality and thoroughly loved life. 
Patricia developed a love for traveling 
after her children left the nest. She enjoyed 
traveling all over the country to visit them. 
Patricia also enjoyed cooking, tending to 
her animals, listening to country music, 
collecting whatnots and knick-knacks, but 
more than anything she loved her family and 
spending time with them. She is preceded in 
death by her mother; brother John Wilkes; 
and sister Pamela Wilkes.

Patricia leaves behind her father Albert 
(Debbie) Wilkes, Sr.; children Jason 
(Renee) Wilkes, Jeanette (Brian) Turner, 
Dennis (Janet) Brown, Jr. and Sabrina 
(Yahia) Hedaisy; siblings Lee (Cheryl) 
Wilkes, Albert (Laura) Wilkes, Jr., Jennie 
Knight and Levada (Dean) Wilkes Duggar; 
grandchildren Thomas, Jade, Kayda and 
Kayden, and two bundles of joy on the way; 
and several nephews, nieces and cousins.

A memorial service was held Friday, 
November 18 at Nassau Funeral Home.  

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral Home, 
Callahan, 904-879-1770. 

Visit www.nassaufh.com to sign the 
family’s guest book.

John Carlton Eddy 
John C. Eddy, 69, passed 

away November 2, 2021 in 
Fernandina Beach. He was 
born on April 17, 1952 to 
Lemuel Joseph (Joe) Brinson 

and Elsbeth Marie Gnueg in 
Washington, D.C. Elsbeth later 

remarried to Leonard John Eddy and 
Leonard adopted John in 1958. John 
married Sharon E. Thompson on September 
11, 1971. 

John was a kindhearted man always 
giving of himself. As a child he was in 
the Boy Scouts and obtained Eagle Scout. 
During the Vietnam War he joined the US 
Coast Guard straight out of high school. In 
boot camp, he was selected to join the elite 
Honor Guard. The U S Coast Guard Honor 
Guard not only serves our Presidents but 
has the respected honor of lying to rest our 
brave military soldiers at Arlington National 
Cemetery. He also flew helicopters in the 
Guard and eventually got his private pilot’s 
license.

From there he became a Firefighter/
Paramedic and joined the Maryland Army 
National Guard as a 1st Lieutenant. After 
falling through the floor of a burning 
building, severely injuring his leg, he was 
retired on a disability. But that didn’t stop 
him, he became a Deputy Sheriff until he 
was shot in his other leg. When healed, he 
decided to join the U S Merchant Marines. 

He became a Captain and commanded 
Supply Ships to Cruise Liners. When he was 
unable to go out to sea full time, he taught 
men and women to become Mariners.

John was a mechanical engineer 
graduating from Northwestern College, 
capable of building and or fixing anything. 
He was a motorcycle rider, one of the 
founders of Legion Riders of the American 
Legion Post in St. Augustine. John and 
Sherri owned a horse drawn carriage 
company outside of Washington, DC. 
They also ran a Boat and Breakfast on the 
Chesapeake Bay. He was a world traveler.

In John’s spare time, he was a Civil War 
Reenactor and was in many prominent civil 
war movies like “Glory.” He was a scuba 
dive instructor, certified rescue diver and an 
accomplished cave diver. John was a gifted 
guitarist and was honored to have played 
with Carlos Santana prior to his rise to fame.

And John was a phenomenal storyteller. 
If you got him going, you were trapped! 
You were going to hear about ALL THE 
THINGS… He was an encyclopedia of 
knowledge. But you always came away 
enlightened and lighter in heart. Vikings/
Norsemen became his passion after tracing 
back his roots. John’s laugh was contagious. 
You could hear it from across the room and 
laugh without even knowing why you were 
laughing. But most of all, he was a friend to 
many and touched so many lives.

John was diagnosed with Pancreatic 
Cancer in August of 2021. He put up a 
valiant, amazing fight for almost three 
months, but the cancer was swift and took 
him much too soon.

John leaves behind his loving wife of 
50 years, Sherri; children Christopher John 
Eddy and Karla Marie Eddy Barger; three 
grandchildren Ainslee, Flynn and Lochlan; 
three siblings Bruce C. Eddy, Lisa Eddy 

Pamela J. Soulé
attorney at law
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	 •		Probate
	 •		General	Practice

(904) 628-0635 Call	to	schedule	your	appointment!

Since 1996

Jacksonville
4812 San Juan Ave.

Callahan
542412 US Hwy. 1, Suite D

Email:	Pam@CountryTaxPrep.com

www.koelectricjax.comER13015366   CMC1250761

Expires November 30, 2022Expires November 30, 2022

$85 
AC Diagnosis
Check Pressure, Amps, 
Coils and Components

10% OFF 
New AC System 
& Installation

requests that donations may be made to 
Community Hospice of Nassau County.

Peeples Family Funeral Home served 
the Bennett family. 

Condolences may be expressed at: 
www.pffh.com.  

Mrongowuis and Robin Rinearson; three 
nephews, two nieces and many cousins and 
friends.

Celebration of John’s Life was held 
March 19, 2022, at their home in Callahan. 
John’s inurnment was held November 23, 
2022 at Arlington National Cemetery at 2 
p.m. with Military Honors.
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OBITUARIES
Harry “Buddy” James, Jr. 

Harry “Buddy” James, Jr., 
68 years young, passed away 
Saturday, November 12, 2022 
in Callahan. He was born July 
30, 1954 in Columbus, Georgia 

to Harry H. James, Sr. and Dorothy Mae 
Weaver James. Buddy attended school in 
Jacksonville. He married Debra Lawson 
on November 30, 1971. They were blessed 
with three daughters Debra Lee Padallia, 
Cheryl Marie James Waddell and Janie 
Lynn Oliver. As a 2nd Pressman, he worked 
in the printing field for many years.

Buddy was of the Baptist faith. He 
enjoyed hunting, fishing and the great 
outdoors. Riding his Harley was his 
favorite activity. He also loved going 
‘scrappin” for anything and everything – 
because you never know, he might need it 
one day! Buddy was predeceased by his 
parents Harry and Dorothy Mae James; his 
daughter Cheryl Marie James Waddell; and 
his grandson Mark Anthony Padallia, II. 

He is survived by his wife of 51 years, 
Debra; daughters Debra Marie Padallia and 
Janie Lynn Oliver; 14 grandchildren; and 17 
great-grandchildren.

The family received friends prior to 
the funeral service held Friday, November 
18 at Hardage-Giddens Funeral Home, 
Jacksonville. Burial followed at Riverside 
Memorial Park, Jacksonville. 

Condolences may be expressed at: 
www.hgriversidefuneralhome.com. 

Arrangements by Hardage-Giddens 
Funeral Home, Jacksonville. 

Noah “Red” Kirkland 
Noah "Red" Kirkland, 82, 

of Hilliard, entered heaven's 
gate on November 18, 2022 
at St. Vincent's Hospital, 
surrounded by his family. Red 

was a devoted man of God and active and 
faithful member of St. George Church of 
God. He was known in the community 
for his kindness and dedication to family, 
friends and church. His favorite hobbies 
were fishing and being a fisher of men 
for God. Red was always found in the 
garden, on the water or riverbank, or with 
his grandchildren playing on the floor. His 
heart was not ready to leave us, but his spirit 
was Heaven bound.

In addition to his parents; he was 
preceded in death by his loving wife of 61 
years, Carolyn Kirkland; daughter Linda 
Gail Kirkland Gay; sisters Sarah Harper 
and Ruby Burch; brothers Buck Kirkland, 
James Henry Kirkland, Daniel Kirkland, 
George Kirkland and Ed Kirkland.

He is survived by his daughters Pam 
(Ralph) Snider and Brenda (David) 
Brantley; grandchildren Casey (Carmen) 
Jones, Nikki (Brad) Brooks, Michelle (Pat) 
Harter, Daniel (Ashley) Sofge, Harlee 
(Alex) Thomas and Alec Quintavalle; 15 
great-grandchildren; two sisters Eva Pullen 
and Penny Johns; and numerous of other 
relatives.

The family received friends Monday, 
November 21 at St. George Church of 
God. The funeral service was held Tuesday, 
November 22 at St. George Church of God 
with Pastor Grady Albritton and Pastor 
Carol Lee officiating. Burial followed at 
River Road Baptist Church Cemetery.

Condolences may be expressed at: 
www.shepardrobersonfh.com. 

Arrangements by Shepard-Roberson 
Funeral Home, Folkston.

  NOW
HIRING!

SAVE BIG on a new 
HVAC System!

904-713-9600

www.tropicaire.net
“Perfect Temperature Any Season”
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We can help you, too!

WE’RE HELPING YOUR NEIGHBORS 
STAY COMFORTABLE! 

In Loving Memory of  my Husband

EdsEl HutcHinson
November 24, 1932 - September 8, 2008

It’s been 14 years since you left us but your memories 
are still vivid. I still miss you and am thinking of  you on 
your birthday. I know you are happy and I long to see you 
again. Happy Birthday!

I love you,
Geneva

Obituaries are published 
free of charge. 

They may be emailed to 
news@westsidejournal.net.
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