








At the recent 
Bryceville Community 
Club meeting, $1700 
was donated to the 
club to use for holiday 
food boxes for families 
in the Bryceville 
area. The club works 
with the Bryceville 
Elementary School in 
the distribution of the 
food.  Alice Neader 
and Renee Stoffel are working with the Bryceville Elementary School in providing 
shoes for students in need. In addition to Crawford and Spicer, donations were also 
received from County Commissioner Justin Taylor, Farmer Septic Tank Service, 
Fernandina Beach Optimist Club, Westside Optimist Club and an anonymous donor.

Shown (l to r) are; John Crawford, Clerk of the Circuit Clerk, George Spicer, Pat 
Zeorlin, Club president, Alice Neader, Club Secretary and Renee Stoffel, club member.
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39 Years of Thanksgiving Dinners and Still Going!
Susie Bass

Memories, Memories! Thirty-nine 
years ago, a Thanksgiving tradition 
began at 1st United Methodist Church 
in Callahan. Just the thought of this 
annual event brings the Fiddler on 
the Roof song spinning in my head…
tradition, tradition! Tradition!” Yes, 
who could have imagined that this 
event would still be happening 39 years 
later? It has spanned a generation, with 
the first year’s cooks now reaching 
their own senior citizen years and the 
1980 members of the Methodist Youth 
Fellowship becoming the newest 
church leaders and most recent kitchen 
co-workers! 

It all began with a church youth 
group headed by Steve Pickett called 
the “CTC - Christians That Care.” 
Steve, and his girlfriend, Susan Cason 
of Jacksonville, were the youth leaders 
at 1st UMC at that time. Nationally, 
Ronald Reagan was president, the 
average cost of a new home was 
$68,700.00, a new car was a major 
expense at $7,200.00, one gallon of gas 
was $1.19, and the average income in 
1980 was under $20,000! Talk about 
change! Now yet another song comes to 
mind…Those were the days my friend, 
we thought they’d never end…all sound 
great except for the income!

Preparations for this community 
dinner began weeks in advance. Church 
members were asked to donate gallon 
cans of green beans and corn, small 
cans of cranberry sauce, and later bring 
desserts, congealed salads and plates of 
pears and peaches topped with mayo, 
grated cheese and a maraschino cherry! 
Turkeys were purchased and the church 
ladies signed up to roast, bake, cook, 

whatever they called it, the turkeys!
In the 80s, our church had a single-

wide trailer located behind what is now 
called the Trinity Place Building (a 
former barber shop and tattoo parlor) 
on 301 South. The trailer had a working 
kitchen, refrigerator, and sink; so much 
of the preparations were done there 
by Steve and his assistant and “chief 
cook” Cheryl Sloan, two to three days 
in advance. The meal consisted of all 
the traditional Thanksgiving cuisine; 
turkey, gravy, cornbread dressing, sweet 
potato casserole, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, corn, cranberry sauce, 
homemade salads and desserts. 

Invitations were sent to local 
churches, posters displayed in area 
businesses and by word of mouth. 
Remember, these were the days 
BEFORE Facebook, social media, and 
email became the norm! Many senior 
citizens arrived several hours before 
the noontime meal to enjoy a fresh 
cup of coffee or cold glass of iced tea, 
as they would visit with longstanding 

acquaintances and catch up on the 
previous year’s happenings. Vans from 
the Hilliard area would make several 

trips to transport seniors to the dinner. 
Youth members served as maître d', 
waiters, and waitresses for the day 
so that they could interact with the 
community’s senior age group. 

1980… the year of the Pac-Man 
Video Game, the Rubik’s Cube, who 
shot J.R. from the TV show Dallas, 
Mount St. Helens eruption and yes, a TV 
star becomes the president of the United 
States! Memories and traditions…that’s 
what life should be made of! And time 
marches on. 

As you gather to celebrate the 
Season of Thanksgiving, share the many 
blessings that God has provided for you 
with others; family, friends, those who 
may be spending the day alone. Share 
God’s blessings He has given you, with 
others! 

Bryceville Community Club 
Receives Donation
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Gifted Students 
Visit Marineland

Tracy Cruce
The elementary gifted students have 

been learning about the ocean, marine 
life, and ocean conservation. At the 
beginning of this unit students received 
a message in a bottle from a family who 
was shipwrecked. Through this mock 
simulation, they have researched clues 
as well as facts about ocean currents 
to locate the stranded family. Students 
have also learned about ocean pollution 
and how plastic trash is destroying 
marine life. 

In correlation to the ocean study, 
gifted students visited Marineland on 

Monday, November 18. 
While at Marineland 
students participated 
in an up close dolphin 
encounter, interacted 
with dolphin trainers, 
participated in a plastic 
voyage lesson to remove 
micro plastics from 
water, a mock stranding 
of a dolphin rescue, and 
a behind the seas tour. 
It was a great day of 
learning for our students!

U.S. Constitution Scholarship 
Foundation News

The U.S. Constitution 
Scholarship Foundation 
welcomed Heritage 
Foundation President, Kay 
Coles James to Nassau 
County recently for a 
women's donor luncheon 
and discussion. James 
has extensive background 
in crafting public policy 
and served as Associate 
Director of the White 
House Office of National 
Drug Control Policy and as 
Director of the U.S. Office 
of Personnel Management.

James shared her life story as a community leader, advocate for improved housing, 
education and social services, and the blessings and challenges of being a mother and 
grandmother. Her presentation emphasized safeguarding and preserving America's values 
for future generations and the importance of communicating with our young people as to the 
importance of the value system they will inherit.

Shown (l to r) are: Dawn Hagel, Momi Halspeis, Kay Coles 
James, Dr. Kathy Burns and Judith Pines.
















