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“Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; 
he is the Messiah, the Lord.” - Luke 2:11
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Successful ‘Shop with a Cop’ Held

Fatal Accident Takes Two Lives

Over the weekend, smiles filled little faces as the Annual Shop with a Cop event 
was held by the Nassau County Sheriff’s Office. Thanks to all of this year’s donors, 
316 children were able to fulfill their Christmas lists! 

Friday morning the sound of sirens 
filled the Callahan area. Sirens are heard 
often but this time there were several 
sirens. A horrible accident happened 
south of Callahan near Ratliff Road, 
off of Wind Chime Lane. Residents 
living near the area noticed the fencing 
and signs destroyed near the retention 
pond and immediately called 9-1-1. 
According to Florida Highway Patrol 
reports, the call came in to dispatch 
around 8:30 a.m. Friday morning. A 
wrecker was called to the scene and 
began the process of retrieving a vehicle 
that was submerged in the small pond. 

According to the reports, a Silver 
Ford Mustang, driven by Zachary Lock, 

23, from Hilliard, and his 
passenger Mara Sullivan, 
17, from Jacksonville, was 
traveling southbound on 
Wind Chime Lane from 
the intersection of US 1. 
As the pavement ended on 
the dead end roadway, the 
mustang continued straight 
and struck various sign 
posts of reflective signage 
and then a fence. After the 
vehicle went through the 
fence, it entered into the small retention 
pond and submerged. Both occupants 
were unable to exit the vehicle after 
the collision. Both deceased occupants 

were removed from the vehicle after 
it was pulled from the waterline. The 
cause and exact timeline of the crash 
are still under investigation. 

Zachary Lock Mara Sullivan

First Day of Winter
Wednesday, December 21
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Letters to the Editor S
Letters to the Editor may be emailed to news@westsidejournal.net but must include a complete 
name. Letters should be no longer than 300 words.

Thank You!

Merry Christmas! 

Dear Editor,
On behalf of the West Nassau Historical 

Society, we would like to take this opportunity 
to thank everyone for making the Callahan 
Christmas Parade and Craft Fair such a huge 
success. Sunny weather, combined with 70 
arts/craft vendors, 62 parade entrants, an 
enthusiastic crowd and supportive community 
made for a fantastic day. We are an all-
volunteer nonprofit and we rely heavily on 
monies raised from events such as this to 
achieve our goals. But we also enjoy hosting 
this annual time-honored tradition as a way 
to say “thank you” to the community. We are 
extremely grateful for all of the area groups, 
businesses and citizens who pitched in and 
helped us host this year’s beloved event.

First, we would like to thank the Town of 
Callahan for the donation and for allowing us 
to put on this year’s event again. Thanks go 

Dear Editor,
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 

is given: and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” 
Isaiah 9:6

“And behold, thou shalt conceive in thy 
womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call 
his name Jesus.” Luke 1:31

“And she brought forth her first-born son 
and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes and 
laid Him in a manger, because there was no 
room in the inn.” Luke 2:7

“Jesus saith unto him, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me.” John 14:6

DO YOU KNOW HIM TODAY?  I want 
to wish you all a CHRIST CENTERED 
MERRY CHRISTMAS!  

Hank Martinez, Sr.

 A Word 
From the Publisher

Christmas is coming, I think quicker 
than anyone realized! It’s truly hard to 
believe we are closing in on the end of 
another year. I sure am getting old, thank 
you Jesus! The Stearn family celebrated 
our Christmas together Saturday. We had 
lots of fun and food! The gathering was a 
little smaller than previous years but with 
each year things change. We are so blessed 
to still have the matriarchs of our family, 
Mom and Dad. Both 90 years young and 71 
years of marriage, they continue to support 
and encourage our family each and every 
day. Their constant prayers for each of 
us; from children to grandchildren, great-
grandchildren to cousins, is unwavering. 
Each of us is so blessed to have them in 
our lives. All siblings, Marci, Mark, Gus 
(Christie), me (Roger) and Carol (Dub’s 
wife) were present. As always, we had 
a great time visiting with everyone and 
spending some quality time together.

I continue to be thankful for the blessings 
of being raised in a Christian home with 
Christian values and morals. The foundation 
our home was built on never wavered. Was 
it always just this pleasant loving time 
day in and day out? Well, of course not. 
We were children just like everyone else, 
however, we were disciplined for every 
action or decision we made. Obviously, 
we were celebrated for positive things in 
our lives too. Two things never changed: 
we always went to church; and we always 
prayed as we sat at the table together for 
supper each night. I fall short of being as 
consistent as my parents were however I 
still have those same convictions, values 
and morals. I know that every action I do, 
I must answer to Christ, for it is because of 
Him that I live. 

Time is really a difficult thing to share, 
unfortunately especially at Christmas. 
Everyone is so busy and have two million 

different things on their minds. I’m no 
different and completely guilty! Time 
however, is one of the most precious things 
we can give. If we all admit it, we have 
everything we need. Maybe not everything 
we want but our needs are met. But time, is 
one of those hard things to give up. We all 
seem like we don’t have enough as it is. I’ve 
tried to learn to be better about the use of my 
time. Sometimes it works…sometimes not 
so much! I’m horrible about procrastinating. 
Recently, I’ve tried to look at my schedule 
and plan ahead for things I really need to 
make time for. Important things! That’s a 
hard one too. Isn’t everything in our lives 
important? Not really. I’m learning with 
this age thing, there are a lot more things 
that are more important than me. Ouch! 
We certainly live in a ‘me’ society, or some 
people do. It’s certainly easy to do at times.

This year we (Westside Journal) have 
been so blessed. As I have said many times 
before, it’s not me but the Lord. This is 
the Lord’s paper and for some reason he 
picked me to run it. There are some days 
that life is so overwhelming and I’m not 
sure what direction I’m headed in. It’s those 
times that the Lord takes me aside to rest. 
There is nothing I like better than to sit 
on our porch in the morning with a cup of 
coffee and some Jesus music. More times 
than none, the tears start flowing and my 
eyes are opened to the beauty right in my 
back yard. It’s kind of a reset time and a 
time to put things in perspective. We’ve all 
learned how quickly time passes and how 
important each day is. Try to make this 
Christmas season a time of reflection and a 
time to make time for others. Spending time 
together is time well spent. 

Have a blessed week! 

NORTH FLORIDA SEAMLESS

  GUTTERS
                 WHEN QUALITY COUNTS!

904.707.1475

SOFFIT & FASCIA • VINYL SIDING
GARAGE DOORS

100% 
Quality 

Guarantee

Freddie Cantrell
Owner

37 YEARS EXPERIENCE!       
 Commercial & Residential                                      Licensed & Insured

CALL NOW 

FOR A FREE 

ESTIMATE!

Unka Dave’s Tractor Work
904-583-4616

 Land Clearing 
 Tree Removal 
 Excavation Work 

David Lewis, OwnerLike me on Facebook!

 Forestry Mulching 
 Dozer Work
 Debris Removal

450061 STATE RD. 200
CALLAHAN

904-628-0245
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE!

WALK-INS WELCOME! 

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY
10 A.M. - 6 P.M.

SATURDAY 10 A.M. - 4 P.M.

COME GET YOUR 
HOLIDAY CUTS!

to our new neighbors, Sam Saia and Marie 
McLucas, whose quick decision on a vacant, 
3/4-acre parcel made a world of difference to 
us. It was an honor to have Mr. Thomas Blue, 
Jr. as our Grand Marshal. He is a treasure-
trove of knowledge and kindness. Kudos goes 
to our other faithful supporters and donors: 
Schwend Insurance, Anchor Church of God, 
First Baptist Church of Callahan, Brandies Ace 
Hardware, Southeastern Bank, Vystar Credit 
Union, UF Health-Callahan, First Federal 
Bank, Joel Pace Piano/Music, G&H Land and 
Meridian Waste. Thanks to the Girls Scouts, 
Boys Scouts and Cub Scouts for carrying our 
banners and sponsor signs. Thanks to Nassau 
Road and Bridge Department and to Sheriff 
Leeper and the Nassau County Sheriff’s 
Office for keeping the traffic moving around 
our town during the parade. Kudos go to the 
parade judges, to Buck Lucontro and to Jerry 
Peterson for emceeing the parade. Thanks 
to Joel Pace and his students and elves for 
providing the music and for helping Saint 
Nick with his presents. Special thanks go to 
Santa and Mrs. Claus for taking time out from 
their busy North Pole schedule to come down 
to Callahan. Not only did they headline the 
lengthy parade, they stopped by the Callahan 
Depot afterwards and listened to dozens of 
children as they whispered their wishes for 
Christmas. The looks on the faces of the kids 
as they gazed into Santa’s eyes were priceless.

Last, we would like to thank each and 
every member of the WNHS who went above 
and beyond what was asked of them to ensure 
that we put on a safe and enjoyable event. It 
sometimes seemed like we were merely actors 
in a TV reality show, with ratings-hungry 
producers throwing obstacles in our way. You 
all continue to show that by working together, 
all things are possible. 

Sincerely, 
Emily Baumgartner and John Hendricks, 

Co-Chairs

Dirt Work
Excavator Work
Extreme Bush Hogging & Mulching

904-518-0349

C&C LAND PROS
WWW.CANDCLANDPROS.COM

Licensed & Insured

Located across from Badcock Furniture • US1 • Callahan
Quality Printing Since 1976

879-2305

Wise Men Still Seek Him...
Merry Christmas
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Just My Opinion
Roger R. West

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 401, 37405 Henry 
Smith Rd., Hilliard will host FREE Lunch with 
Santa, Saturday, Dec. 17 from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Hamburgers, hot dogs, stockings, crafts & more. 
Weather permitting!

GRINCHY CHRISTMAS PARTY! Saturday, 
December 17, 3-6 p.m., 241905 CR 121, Hilliard 
(Boulougne). Bounce House, petting zoo, Christmas 
photos with the Grinch, train ride, games and more! 
$10 per family. 

EVENTS AROUND TOWN

   www.mywestsidejournal.com

PHARMACY
450077 SR 200, Ste. 4

Callahan
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9 A.M. - 6 P.M.   SATURDAY 10 A.M. - 2 P.M.

904-515-0929
Self Pay Discounts • No Wait Times

At Citizen, YOU Matter!

ONLY
$1999

  

Brandies
Callahan                                                879-3456

REGULAR 
$54.99

Home Plus TOOLBOX SET 
40 PC

WHAT’S INCLUDED: 20 Screwdriver Bits; 15 Sockets; 1 Long Screwdriver 
Adapter; 1 Long Socket Adapter; 1 Ratcheting Screwdriver Handle; 1 Ratcheting 
Socket Handle; 1 Toolbox with Tool Set Storage in Lid

#2414779

R & R Wings & Seafood
551856 U.S. Hwy. 1  •  Hilliard  •  845-3919

Open for Lunch & Dinner 7 days a week!

R R
Wings

Seafood

So much more 
than just great wings!

Wings • Burgers • Steaks
Salads • Shrimp • Scallops 

Oysters • Flounder • Clam Strips
Popcorn Shrimp & Much More!

904-845-3919 904-845-2016 
Watch our Facebook pages for Specials!

 

551856 US Hwy. 1 • Ste. 112 and 110 • Hilliard

1 Gift Card, 
2 Great 

Locations 
to use It!

HYDROGRAPHICS by 
MIKE’S OUTDOORS TAXIDERMY

TWN Certified Hydrographics

Over 30 Years in Taxidermy
Offering DURACOAT for gun stocks!

Camouflage • Wood Grain • Marble & More
Over 850 selections to choose from!

904-266-4974
Open Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturdays by Appointment Only, CLOSED on Sundays
Mike Andrews
Owner

            33rd Annual         Dayspring Village

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Dayspring Village is seeking volunteers to help share the gift of Christmas 

with the mentally ill residents. Often the holidays are the toughest time of 
the year for the mentally ill and each year the gift of the giver makes a life 
changing impact on the lives of these individuals.   

How to get Involved:
1. Contact Ashley Turner, Secret Santa Coordinator at 904-845-7501 or 
   ashleyt@dayspringvillage.org.
2. You will be assigned a resident and their ‘wishes’.
3. Have your gift wrapped and back to the facility by December 23rd.
4. Baking – If you like to bake we would love to have you sponsor the evening 
   snack for the residents!
5. Music – If you have a musical talent you would like to share we invite you to come and perform!

Dayspring Village is a state licensed limited mental health assisted living facility that is focused 
on serving the needs of adults with schizophrenia. If you would like to learn more or we can 
be of any assistance, please contact Douglas D. Adkins, Administrator at 904-583-0134-cell or 
dadkins777@bellsouth.net – Please consider becoming a volunteer this Christmas season, the gift 
you make in the life of others will truly change lives around you. 

www.dayspringvillage.org AL #5766

God Bless and Merry Christmas! 
Call today! 845-7501

Do we truly understand what 
sustains life? Of course, we need air to 
breath, food to eat and water to drink. 
All one has to do is eliminate just one 
of these things and the body begins 
shutting down. After just a few minutes 
without air, just 3 days without water 
and 40 days without food we wither 
away and die. However, in reality, it’s 
not the air, food and water that sustain 
life. What actually sustains life is God. 
God is the Provider and Creator of the 
air, the food and the water we all need 
to remain alive. If we eliminate God, 
we thus eliminate ourselves. 

You may be wondering where I’m 
going with this. We need to put into 
perspective why our world and our 
country are withering away. The one and 
only answer is we have removed God. 
Back when our country was founded 
on Christian values, as is plainly seen 
by the wording in our Declaration 
of Independence and inscribed on 
many federal buildings, God blessed 
our country. Never in the history of 
mankind has a country flourished like 
America. We were the greatest power 
on earth, we had the strongest economy 
and evil was limited. God was the light 
of America, he was the air we breathed, 

the water we drank and the food we ate. 
We, as a nation, were blessed beyond 
all means! So, what happened?

Just as if you remove one of God’s 
gifts of air, water or food you wither 
away, we as a nation and world have 
done just that. We as the human race 
have removed God. He is the one and 
only God, the creator of all things, 
the great provider and the one that is 
needed for our survival. Yes, we threw 
him out just as one throws out the 
garbage. We have allowed the wicked 
to eliminate God from our schools, 
our government and our public arena. 
We allowed the wicked to invoke the 
term “separation of church and state” 
which is not mentioned anywhere in 
the Constitution or Bill of Rights. It is 
just a catchy phrase used by the evil. 
This is why our country is withering 
away; we as a country are dying an 
excruciating death by our own doings. 
We are committing suicide and most 
have no clue.

The only way to salvage our great 
republic is to bring God back to 
America. Until we bless God again, we 
cannot expect Him to bless us. 

As always…that’s just my opinion!                                                                                                      

Captain Bruton Remembered
Kim Hoffecker, Chaplain, 
Kirby-Smith Camp 1209        

On Saturday, December 3, 2022, 
Kirby-Smith Camp 1209 joined with 
other Sons of Confederate Veterans 
camps from Florida and Georgia to 
unveil a headstone for the previously 
unmarked grave of Thomas Jefferson 
Bruton. 

Following a year at West Point, 
Bruton returned to Florida to defend the 
South. In the latter part of the War for 
Southern Independence, Captain Bruton 
commanded a group known as "Bruton's 

Light Artillery" and rode with Captain J.J. Dickinson, 
defending lives and property in northeast Florida. 
Bruton died January 6, 1876 at age 33. He was laid 
to rest in Oak City Cemetery in Bainbridge, Georgia, 
where the marker ceremony took place. 

The event began with prayer, presentation of flags, 
remarks about Captain Bruton with the unveiling 
of the marker and the placing of a single red rose. 
It ended with the firing of muskets and an artillery 
piece as a salute and the playing of "Taps."              

NassauTRANSIT Needs Bus Drivers! 
Want to drive a NassauTRANSIT Bus?

NassauTRANSIT, Nassau County’s public 
transportation system, is looking for friendly, 
helpful people who enjoy driving in our 
community. No specialized license required. It’s 
a perfect opportunity for retirees, grandparents or 
even people looking for a way to spend some spare time each week…with pay. 
Hours are flexible, riders are appreciative. Call NassauTRANSIT today at 904-261-
0700. We can’t wait to hear from you!

NassauTRANSIT, Nassau County’s public transportation system, is here to help 
you with grocery shopping, picking up prescriptions, running local errands and 
more. Buses run Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; only $2 one-way, $4 
roundtrip – for just about anywhere you want to go in Nassau County. Call 904-
675-9834 to sign up. We’ll see you soon!
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The Joy of Christ
Pastor James MacFarlane, First Alliance Church, Callahan

When we think of the holidays, what comes to mind? 
Presents? Family dinners? Christmas trees and string lights? 
We live in Florida, so thinking about snow is usually not where 
our minds go. Overall, we normally adopt a more optimistic 
outlook. We treat each other a little better. Our sense of charity 
is more evident. Why is this the typical mindset during the 

Holidays?
“The Holidays” was not always the moniker used to refer to 

this time of year. “The Christmas Season” or “Christmas” was the title. The simple 
truth that we have lost sight of is that Christmas is about Jesus Christ. Luke 2:10-11 
reads, “And the angel said to them, ‘Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” This is the origin of the joyful feeling we 
have during Christmas. It is not about what we get, or what Black Friday sales we 
can take advantage of. It is all about Jesus.

While I am all about the increased awareness of the plight of others and the 
giving nature prevalent during Christmas, we should take some time out of these 
busy days and spend some time thanking Jesus for being who He is and what He 
has done for each one of us. Not just done but is doing and will do.

Jesus Christ is our source of joy. Jesus is the Son of God that descended from 
heaven to live a sinless life that we could not. Jesus is the Lamb of God that was 
slain for the propitiation of the sins of the world. Jesus is the intercessor that sits at 
the right hand of God pointing to His blood covering those who have put their faith 
in Him. Jesus is the Coming King that will break the eastern sky in all His glory 
and power.

This Christmas feeling does not have to end January 1st either. John 15:11 reads, 
“These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be full.” 

This is a feeling we can focus upon every day of the year. Jesus wants His joy 
to become ours, and that ours would not just fill us. Jesus wants our joy to fill us to 
overflowing. Jesus wants our joy to spill over into the lives of those around us every 
day of the year, not just a culturally appropriate “Season” that just happens to be in 
December. May you all have the joy of Christ in you today and always.

BETHANY EPISCOPAL CHURCH will be selling 
Barbecue Pork Dinners Friday, Dec. 16 from 5-7 
p.m. for $8 each. Eat-in or Take-out! The church is 
located on CR 108 in Hilliard across from Hilliard 
Town Hall.

CHURCH NEWS
Attend the church of 

your choice this Sunday.

Healthy Living:
New Year, New You 

December is a time for spending 
time with family, being grateful and 
giving thanks to Christ for all he has 
done for us. For many, it is a time to 
start a new resolution, something that 
will improve their health or other life 
goals.

Sadly, 80% of people who make 
them, abandon their New Year’s 
resolution before February! Instead of 
aiming for a yo-yo diet or haphazard 
lifestyle changes, try something new. 
Instead of calling it a “diet” or a New 
Year’s resolution, make this new change 
part of your lifestyle, part of who you 
are. Of course, it helps to have a buddy 
to do this with; or a health consultant or 
life coach.

I like to teach my clients to think 
about areas in their life that they need 
to maximize, minimize and prioritize. 
Are you ignoring pain or other medical 

symptoms that have 
been ongoing for 
so long that they 
have become part 
of your life? Are you eating out more 
than eating at home? Are you forgoing 
sleep to stay up late binge watching 
that favorite show? Or are you not able 
to fall asleep at all? Are certain people 
draining you of your mental peace? As 
we near the end of 2022, take some 
time to reflect on where small changes 
can have a major impact in 2023 and 
beyond.   

Keydella Fuller is a nurse 
practitioner and the health consultant at 
Fuller Health & Wellness, a functional 
medicine based virtual practice and is 
currently accepting clients. To discuss 
your goals and challenges, call 904-
479-4696.

FREE WEDNESDAY COMMUNITY DINNER
5 p.m. • Callahan Methodist Church • Walk up

Located beside Callahan Elementary School

TOWN OF 
CALLAHAN, FL

Seeking an Interested Person 
to Serve on the Planning & Zoning Board

Interested Persons, please submit resumé to the 
Town Clerk at clerk@townofcallahan-fl.gov.

The Planning Commission shall serve in an advisory capacity to the Callahan Town 
Council on all planning and zoning related matters. The Planning Commission shall 
be composed of five members appointed by the Town Council.

SAVE BIG on a new 
HVAC System!

904-713-9600

www.tropicaire.net
“Perfect Temperature Any Season”

#CAC057369

We can help you, too!

WE’RE HELPING YOUR NEIGHBORS 
STAY COMFORTABLE! ARE YOU 

READY FOR US 
CALLAHAN?

HE CHANGED MY MIND

MINISTRIES
904.507.9580
Pastor Walter C. Cooper, Jr.

WORSHIP WITH US
SUNDAY AT 10:30 A.M.
45035 NEW OGILVIE RD.

Behind Brandies Ace Hardware

CALLAHAN
HECHANGEDMYMINDMINISTRIES.ORG/HCMM

"And she shall bring forth a son, 
and thou shalt call his name 
Jesus: for he shall save 

His people from their sins."
Matthew 1:21

Lock Family Fundraiser
Making Memories Thrift Store in Hilliard is holding 

a Fundraiser to raise money to pay funeral expenses 
for Zachary Lock. Zachary was killed in a fatal accident 
last Friday. All proceeds will go towards funeral 
expenses and donations will also be accepted.  

The fundraiser will be held Friday, December 16 
from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.; and Saturday, December 17 
from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. and will include 50% OFF at 
Making Memories Thrift Store, 551709 US Highway 
1, Hilliard. There will also be a Car Wash. 
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  NOW
HIRING!

NO CREDIT NEEDED!
Approval in a SNAP!

TIRES  •  RIMS • OIL CHANGES • WIPERS

BRAKES • SHOCKS • FRONT END REPAIR 

CUSTOMIZATION & MORE!

904-628-0429
541735 US Hwy. 1 • Callahan

1 Mile South of Callahan
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.  Closed Saturday & Sunday

No Appointment Needed!

Homemade
Fruit Cakes!
CHERRIES, PINEAPPLE 

& PECANS ONLY!

Call to Order 904-504-5215
or 904-753-9400

DINSMORE FLORIST, INC.
904-768-7444

Your All Occasion Florist
Yes, we Deliver!

10452 New Kings Rd.
Jacksonville

www.dinsmoreflorist.com

VETERANS ASSISTANCE
Bob Sullivan

Nassau County Veterans’ Service Officer

Preserving and Protecting the Public Trust
76347 Veterans Way • Yulee, FL 32097

904-548-4670 • 800-958-3496 • 904-548-4539
bsullivan@nassauclerk.com • www.nassauclerk.com

FRANKLIN 
Mini Storage

Christmas Blessings from

Conviva Care Center Is Prepared 
for Early Flu Season 

Vanessa De Oliveira Inacio, M.D.
Flu season is here and Conviva Care 

Center is prepared to provide seniors 
with the preventive care needed to age 
well. Studies show that senior adults 
with dual flu-COVID infections are 
at a greater risk of severe disease and 
potential death than patients who only 
have COVID-19, or another virus. The 
only way to stop the expected health 
burden of influenza is to get a flu shot. 
A flu shot is the only factor that reduces 
the risk of illness and hospitalizations. 
The 2022/2023 flu season began 
earlier this year, so it’s important to 
be vaccinated as soon as possible. It’s 
critical for older adults because they 
experience a natural decline in immune 
function, which places them at high risk 
for developing complications from the 
flu and COVID-19. 

Available Vaccines: While there 
are different flu vaccines available 
this year, Conviva recommends that 
seniors receive one of two available flu 
shots: either the high-dose vaccine or 
the vaccine containing an adjuvant, a 
substance that creates a higher immune 
response post-vaccine. According to 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), the flu season began 
earlier this year than in past years. In 
preparation for the onset of flu season 
Conviva Care Center received ample 
supplies of vaccines in September, 
which patients have been receiving. 
Aging well is a philosophy that guides 
all we do at Conviva Care Center. Our 
medical team is making every effort 
possible to take preventive measures 
for senior wellness and educating older 
adults about getting a flu shot is a 
natural tie-in to that philosophy. 

It is completely safe to get a flu shot 
and a COVID-19 booster on the same 
day. In terms of side effects, the flu 
vaccine is very benign, with the most 
common complaint being soreness at 
the injection site. Seniors are prone to 
the flu. Wearing a mask is not enough 
to protect against getting the flu, and 
the 65-and-over population can also 
be prone to hospitalization when 
getting the flu because of declining 
pulmonary function. Symptoms include 
upper respiratory cough, fatigue, fever, 
and body aches but our seniors are 
at a higher risk due to age and any 
predisposed conditions. 

Conviva continues to reinvent 
excellence in healthcare by embracing 
meaningful patient relationships 
focused on producing optimal health 
outcomes. With nearly 150 convenient 
locations throughout Texas and Florida, 
the vast community of Conviva Care 
Centers is comprised of a multi-
disciplinary team of more than 300 
primary care physicians and over 800 
affiliated specialists. They provide a 
wide range of vital healthcare services 
that patients require daily, including 
the advantages of senior care activity 
centers and 24/7 on-call providers. The 
success of Conviva is measured by its 
patients’ clinical outcomes and long-
term health benefits. 

To learn more, visit: 
ConvivaCareCenters.com, or call (833) 
CONVIVA.
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Saturday, December 17
11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

at American Legion Post 401
Come take a picture with Santa, 

and enjoy Lunch, Karaoke and Crafts!
FREE Outdoor Event! (Weather Permitting)   All are Welcome!

Stockings for all children! While supplies last.

37405 Henry Smith Rd. • Hilliard, FL 32046 • 904-845-7300

Pamela J. Soulé
attorney at law

Providing legal services including:
	 •		IRS	Taxpayer	Representation
	 •		Tax	Planning	&	Preparation
	 •		Estate	Planning
	 •		Probate
	 •		General	Practice

(904) 628-0635 Call	to	schedule	your	appointment!

Since 1996

Jacksonville
4812 San Juan Ave.

Callahan
542412 US Hwy. 1, Suite D

Email:	Pam@CountryTaxPrep.com

12545 N. MAIN STREET
JACKSONVILLE • 757-1888

HOURS: 8:30 AM - 6 PM, CLOSED SUNDAY & WEDNESDAY
We accept Food Stamps
Visa, MC, Discover & AMEX

Check us out on
FACEBOOK

10 lb. Bag
LEG 

QUARTERS
$695

$6000

Expires 12-20-22          WJ                            Limit 2  With this Coupon 

Expires 12-20-22          WJ                            Limit 2 With this Coupon 

$595 
lb.

Cut the way you like!

USDA  Whole 
T-BONES

Expires 12-20-22       WJ           While Supplies Last With this Coupon 

GOAT
CUBES

$299 
lb.

Family Pack

Fresh, Lean
GROUND BEEF

Expires 12-20-22           WJ                                        With this Coupon 

Expires 12-20-22           WJ                                        With this Coupon 

HOUSTON’S 
MEATS

HOUSTON’S 
MEATS

HOUSTON’S 
MEATS

Lite Pork
SPARE RIBS

$199 
lb.

Expires 12-20-22          WJ                                         With this Coupon

If you're buying your 
meats anywhere else, 

you're paying too much!

$179 
lb.

2-PACK FRESH 
PORK 
BUTTS 2-3 Pack

OYSTERS!
$85
$45
$25
Expires 12-20-22           WJ                                   While Supplies Last

1/2 BUSHEL

PARTY BAG

50 LB. BUSHEL

10 lb. 
Box

$600 
lb.

Expires 12-20-22         WJ                                          With this Coupon 

OX TAILS
by the Case

$90 15 lb. Box
WE HAVE
PINTS

Hilliard’s Steedley Signs with FSCJ 

Congratulations to Hannah Steedley on your letter of intent to continue playing 
softball with Florida State College at Jacksonville! Hannah plans to major in 
Chemistry and plans to become an orthodontist. She has maintained a 4.5 GPA and 
plays shortstop and catcher for the Flashes. Hannah’s proud parents are Paul and 
Christine Steedley of Hilliard. 

2nd Annual Christmas Light 
Boat Parade Saturday

All boat owners need to polish up your 
boats and deck them out with Christmas 
lights for this Saturday’s 2nd Annual 
Christmas Light Boat Parade on the St. 
Marys River! The event will be held at 
the Kings Ferry boat ramp around 5:30 
p.m. Boaters are encouraged to dress 
your boats up with Christmas lights for 
this festive event. The boats will parade 
around the Kings Ferry area, travel to Flea 
Hill and make about 3 laps. They will then 
congregate back to the boat ramp and enjoy hamburgers and hot dogs together! 
There is no cost to enter the event…just show up! And if you don’t have a boat, 
you can certainly bring your lawn chairs to the boat ramp and watch the parade! It’s 
truly a great community event! 

www.mywestsidejournal.com



Residential • Commercial • Auto Glass • Shower Enclosures

259-6070

9
0
4

Get a windshield 
replacement through 

your insurance or 
spend $200 or more 
and receive 2 FREE 
Steak Dinners at 

Cross Creek!

33 East Macclenny Ave. • Macclenny
Mack R. Peebles III - Owner
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CALLAHAN SPEEDWAY
FIRST WINTER POINTS SERIES

& JUICE BOX RACING!
SATURDAY, DEC. 17th at 6 p.m.

Admission - $10 (6 years & Under FREE)
Cart Racing Every Saturday Night at 6 p.m.     For more information, call 904-254-7085

Across from the Northeast Florida Fairgrounds • US 1

HMSHS Students Share 
Christmas Cheer with Paint!

Heather Cash-Canode, HMSHS Art Educator 
I was recently contacted by Hilliard Winn Dixie Manager, Taylor, to see if I 

had any art students who would like to paint their store windows for the holidays. 
I already had a small group in mind who jumped at the chance. They exceeded my 
expectations and enjoyed the community involvement. All day long people stopped 
and complimented them on their work. The students enjoyed putting a smile on 
peoples’ faces. Taylor was wonderful to work with and indicated that she would like 
to make this an ongoing activity throughout the year! The students that participated 
were: Emma Mecom, Ellie Osilka, Dakota Brown and Rebecca Blalock. 

YET Celebrates New Graduates

Recently, Nassau County 4-H and 
Emergency Management celebrated the 
graduation of their 5th Youth Emergency 
Team (YET) cadre. Far too often in life 
youth are expected to follow an adult’s 
lead, especially in emergency situations. 
However, these organizations recognize 
the importance of empowering our 
youth with life-saving measures now. 
In YET, graduates must pass a written 
test and practical drill where they 
demonstrate their abilities to work 
both independently and as a team by: 
extinguishing fires, assessing/searching 
disaster scenes and rescuing trapped 
victims, administering first aid, calmly 
providing professional communication 
to victims and first responders, setting 
up & manning animal shelters, and 
managing animals in disaster scenarios 
including first-aid and low-stress 
handling. On top of these requirements, 
each cadre member completes a capstone 
public communication outreach project, 
additional homework, creating their 
family animal and human disaster 
kits/plans, and over 25 of afterschool 
instruction. This year we are welcoming 
10 new YET graduates! 

Welcome: Gage Bryan, Rescuer 
Down Under; Ava Draughn, Most 
Organized; Lily Dunham; Lukas 
Eiras, Most Improved YETie; Isabella 
Eiras; John Hardin, Future Fireman; 
Theresa Hardin, Outstanding Mentor; 
Nicholas Hardin, Outstanding Patient 
Care; Eva Hawkes, Future Emergency 
Management Director; Amelia Hawkes; 
Eden Hawkes, Future Doctor; Elena 
James, Future Veterinarian; Brooke 
McCormick, Overall YETie; Alexis 
Sizemore; and Sophia Causer.

Thank you to all five Major YETies 
Natalie Stevenson, Lillian Peeples, 
Gabriel Gierhahn, Lainey Walters and 
Seth Benenate for returning to help lead 
this program. Additionally, we want 
to send special thanks to the county 
partnering agencies for teaching this 
YET group: Nassau County Animal 
Services, Station 71, Starting Point, Dr. 
Sarah Spelsberg, Jim Bollenbacher and 
our NCEM director Tim Cooper.

If you are interested in learning 
more about fun, hands-on learning 
opportunities available to your children 
or the youth you work with, contact 
Nassau County 4-H at 904-530-6353. 



STUD PONY for sale, 10-years-
old, $650. Call 904-955-5072. 
122222
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It is illegal to discriminate against any person because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin in the sale, rental, financing, appraisal of housing or in the provision of real estate brokerage services. If you 
believe you have been discriminated against or would like further information about your rights or obligations under the Fair Housing Act call Jacksonville Area Legal Aid at 904-356-8371.

SERVICES
THE MOWER & SAW SHOP! Lawn equipment 
repairs both 2 and 4 cycle. Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. 
- 5 p.m. Call (904) 472-0600. tfn 

C & C LAND PROS offers extreme bush hogging 
along with installing culverts and driveways. Licensed 
and Insured. Call (904) 518-0349. tfn 

UPHOLSTERY: ROWLAND’S, for a free estimate 
email a picture to: dexter@rowlandsupholstery.com. 
Remember upholstery fabric is 3 times more durable 
than new furniture fabrics. Call 904-879-5130 or 904-
398-1653. tfn 

AFFORDABLE TREE SERVICE, trimming/removal, 
licensed and insured, difficult removal specialist. 
FREE estimates. Call 904-349-0869. tfn 

FOURAKER MECHANICAL HEATING & AC. 
Installation and service of all brands! Locally owned 
& operated. FREE estimates! Call 945-5404. tfn  

PAINTING! A New Look At An Old Price. Interior/
Exterior  Custom, Professional Painting and more. 
Fully Insured. Call 904-333-3262, www.mnlop.com. 

GLISSON LAWN CARE & MORE, LLC. FREE 
estimates! Licensed & Insured. Mowing, edging, 
blowing, weed eating, landscaping & stump grinding. 
Owner Dustin Glisson, 904-452-3086. tfn 

AIR POWER HEATING & AIR: Installation and 
Service. Serving Nassau County. Mention this ad to 
receive 10% OFF. Call (904) 314-8892. CAC1815504 

LEVELED UP TRACTOR SERVICE, Hilliard. Tractor 
work, bushhogging, dirt work. Licensed & Insured. 
Call 904-626-6380. tfn

LOCAL PALMS 904-434-5769 Property and 
Land Management Specialists. Lawn care, home 
improvement, tractor work and more! tfn 

C & C SAW & MOWER: We fix lawnmowers, tractors, 
chainsaws, weedeaters, outboard motors and more! 
Call Chuck at 904-507-9263. tfn 

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING. Repairs, FREE 
Estimates on New Installations. Licensed & Insured. 
Owner Timothy Reeves, Reeves Climate Control 
(904) 238-8492. tfn   

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Deadline is Tuesdays at Noon
879-4180  •  news@westsidejournal.net

PIANO, GUITAR, UKULELE AND DRUM 
LESSONS! All ages, 4 years to adult. 
Experienced teacher. www.joelpacepiano.com, 
joelpace@juno.com, 904-766-9544. $85/month. 

LOOKING FOR DIRECT CARE STAFF for 
individuals who are developmentally challenged. 
Must have HS Diploma or GED and pass background 
screening. Yulee/Fernandina area, call or text 904-
507-9976 for more information. tfn

HELP WANTED! Growing Land and Tree Business 
looking for an experienced Crew Leader. Call Shane 
at 904-699-9312. tfn

LOOKING FOR OUTGOING REAL ESTATE 
AGENT! Want to be a part of a winning team? 
ERA Fernandina Beach Realty is looking for full 
time REALTORS for the Callahan & Yulee offices. 
Year-round training available, newly established 
mentoring and coaching programs and virtual 
specialty programs for all agents. Call Karen at 904-
261-4011 and be a part of a winning team! tfn

WANTED LANDSCAPE LABORERS, no experience 
or license needed. Call Danny at 904-251-4963. tfn

USPS CARRIERS NEEED IN HILLIARD, $19.06/
hour; suitable vehicle for delivering is required. Apply 
at www.usps.com/careers between Dec. 15th  – 
19th. 121522

The Town of Callahan is HIRING a WATER/
WASTEWATER C LEVEL OPERATOR. All 
Applicants can submit application and resumes to 
the Town Manager by email to: pwd@townofcallahn-
fl.gov or they can be dropped off at Callahan Town 
Hall, 542300 US HWY 1, Callahan, FL, 32011. 
012623

EMPLOYMENT

MOBILE HOME bathroom remodeling or repairs 
including vinyl soffit and siding. All types of mobile 
home and deck repairs. Call 879-9631. tfn

HANDYMAN

FOR SALE

E-Z REPAIRS! Home repairs: Full remodels, decks, 
plumbing, roofing, flooring, siding, interior/exterior 
painting, etc. 25 years experience. FREE estimates! 
Call  Tom at (904) 586-5078. 122222

FRESH FRUIT: Satsumas, Red Blood Naval 
Oranges, Ruby Red Grapefruit, shelled/unshelled 
pecans, 100% raw honey & all seasoned firewood! 
Jerry’s Produce, 715-0060. 122222

SEASONED OAK FIREWOOD! Call 904-845-4729. 
121522

GOOD USED TIN for sale: 3’ x 23’ long; 23’ x 4’ 
insulation boards; $25/sheet, delivery available. Also, 
will tear down unwanted structures on your property. 
Call Tommy, 729-8106 or Ron, 237-9439. 012623 

16’ GATE with posts, $100; Antique WOOD STOVE, 
$200; outdoor WOOD HEATER, $100; 8’ pick-up 
TOPPER, $75; open OUTDOOR FIREPLACE, $50; 
Brinkman SMOKER/GRILL, $45; 4 aluminum GM 
WHEELS, $100; 78 & 45 RECORDS. Call 845-3668. 
121522

SHIPPING CONTAINERS FOR SALE! Please call 
Tina at 904-714-4310 ext. 1. 122222

WE BUY JUNK CARS! Call Laid Back Scrap 
Removal at 507-9580 or 879-1595. 

WE BUY USED Cars, Tractors, Lawnmowers, 
4-Wheelers, Golf Carts & pick up unwanted scrap! 
Call 580-1404. tfn

WANTED TO BUY
CANTEBURY OF HILLIARD is currently accepting 
applications for 2BR apartment now available. 
We are an Equal Housing Opportunity with Rental 
Assistance for Elderly (62 or older), Disabled or 
Handicapped (regardless of age), with or without 
children. Apply at 37119 Cantebury Drive, Hilliard, 
or call (904) 845-4496 TDD 1-800-374-4463. This 
institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and 
Employer. tfn

RENT

SUPERIOR 
STUMP GRINDING

EXCAVATOR SERVICES

904-699-8957

• Skid Steer/Dirt Work
• Excavation/Drainage
• Driveway/Culverts
• Property Line Clearing
• Pond Embankment Cleaning

• Tree Removal/Trim/Chipper
• Bush Hogging
• Demolition
• Dump Trailer Service
• Reclaim Overgrown Property

Licensed & Insured Locally Owned & Operated

HOWARD & SON
APPLIANCES & MORE

Washers • Dryers • Stoves
30 Day Warranty on All Appliances!

Name Brand Overtsock Items 
Baby Items • Home Décor

Small Household Appliances
We buy broken appliances! Will pick up!

904-554-4238
542464 US Hwy. 1 • Callahan

Across from BP

CLOTHING GIVEAWAY & YARD SALE, Saturday, 
December 17 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. at 14244 Pace 
Road, Jacksonville, off Lem Turner Road. Christmas 
Open House!

VFW YARD SALE, Saturday, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., at the 
VFW Post 10095, across from the Hilliard Airpark. 
New donations! Last chance for Christmas items. 
Everything $5 Bag Day! Support our Veterans!

GRINCHY CHRISTMAS PARTY! 
Saturday, December 17, 3-6 
p.m., 241905 CR 121, Hilliard 
(Boulougne). Bounce House, 
petting zoo, Christmas photos with the Grinch, train 
ride, games and more! $10 per family. 

YARD SALES

SOUTHEAST SOFTWASH 
PRESSURE WASHING! FREE 
Estimates! Residential & Commercial. 
Homes, roofs, concrete & more. Call 
Carter, 904-891-7047. tfn   

AMAZING GRACE HOME HEALTH CARE 
SOLUTIONS. If you are caring for a loved one and 
need to take a little time for yourself to refresh, then 
Amazing Grace HHC is for you! I am a Certified 
Caregiver and come with 28 years experience in 
multiple facets of the medical field. I can provide care 
for your loved one, light housekeeping, meal prep, 
run errands, etc. If you are interested, please contact 
me at (904) 805-5138. Ask for Ms. Kim. References 
upon request. 122222

SERVICES CONT.

NEW CONSTRUCTION, For Sale by Owner, see 
Zillow listing under the OTHER Listings tab under: 
27474 W 4th Ave., Hilliard, FL 32046, for pictures 
and details, possible owner financing, $334,800. Call 
904-707-8286. 122222

PRICE REDUCED! 3BR/1BA 
HOME, Callahan, 1 acre, nice 
lot, new flooring, updated kitchen. 
Call First Coast Realty, 879-1008. 
121522

LAND & HOMES 
FOR SALE

ANIMALS

AUTOS
2018 FORD EXPLORER XLT, excellent condition, 
24,823 miles, reasonable offer accepted. Call or text 
Sharon 904-655-4656. 121522

KEEP 'EM COVERED
NASSAU

WINDOW TINTING

                  904TINT.com
Devin Hardwick, Owner

Gift 
Cards

Available!904-434-4001

CGC1517010        CCC1331493

Licensed & Insured             
Locally Owned & Operated

Commercial & Residential 
Certified Roofer and 
General Contractor

Proudly Serving NE FL 
for 25 Years

• Metal Roofing

• Shingle Roofing

• Flat Roofing

• Storm Damage Repair

• Insurance Claims

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

GUARANTEED BEST 
PRICE ON YOUR 

NEW ROOF!

NORTH FLORIDA 
BRUSH CONTROL, LLC
Forestry Mulching • Bush Hogging

Site Prep • Property Access 
Driveways and More! 

BILL DAVIS, Owner/Operator

904-626-0254 
Licensed & Insured • Locally Owned & Operated

www.northfloridabc.com

Don’s small EnginEs
Small Engine Tune-Up & Repair
Lawn Mowers
Weed Eaters
& More
904-859-3991
donssmallengines5@gmail.com            Veteran Owned

PNEUMAN 
HOMES, LLC
904-452-6032
Custom Homes 
and Additions

CBC 057302

Build Stronger
Build with Craftsmanship

Build with Integrity

State Certified for Nearly 25 Years
Proverbs 24:3

CALLAHAN 
450082 SR 200                 

YULEE 
463363 SR 200

AMELIA ISLAND 
1020 S. 14th St.

Nassau County’s ONLY 
24 HR LAUNDROMATS
INTRODUCE THE ALL NEW

Now you can drop-off 
and pick-up your 

WASH & FOLD 
OR DRY CLEANING 

on your schedule... 24/7
Our doors are always open

904-277-2311 
www.24hourlaundryzone.com

Classified Deadline is 
Tuesdays at noon.



904-525-2801
SERVICING ALL TYPES OF MOWERS, EDGERS, 

TRIMMERS, BLOWERS AND GENERATORS
Pick-Up & Delivery Available

See photos at
www.millscreekservices.com

904-414-5129• Land Clearing
• Site Work
• Final Grade
• Gravel Driveways
• Concrete Driveways Insured
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904.613.1898

The SmartChoice© Eradicator
It has proven itself to be VERY EFFECTIVE in 

REMOVING SULFUR and IRON from your water.

Call Steve McDonald

We can bring the Water Wagon 
to your home to fix the problem.

The Water Boys
Got Stinky Water? 
Nothing else is made like 

or works like the Eradicator.

It even removes iron!

Check out our website at
www.waterboysmacclennyfl.com

TURN YOUR TREES INTO $$$
WE BUY TIMBER

3 Acre Minimum

Bulldozer, Excavator and 
Tractor Work Also Available

B&V TIMBER
(904)845-2804

Hilliard

Times Are Changing Quickly!
Douglas Pearson, Sr.

We have fond memories of our 
youth, when we learned right from 
wrong, as we looked forward to the 
opportunities that we all knew were 
out there. We learned our true history, 
before it was perverted and disavowed. 
We enjoyed our relationships and 
friends, even when we knew we were 
all different and likely not to agree on 
some things. But what stood out most 
was our learning process, as far back 
as elementary school. It was a pain, 
but we remember having to memorize 
the Gettysburg Address, the Ten 
Commandments and more importantly, 
the Constitution and its preamble. They 
all reinforced our understanding of the 
foundation of this great nation.

But most recently, as we were 
distracted with FIFA soccer, China and 
Iranian protests, the dirty politics and 
lies, our President and his monopoly 
on the legislative process, which he 
holds until January, has done all he can 
do to turn this nation into his personal 
dictatorship.  

A railroad strike, which Uncle Joe 
touted as being resolved in September, 
is now likely to become reality.  Our 
president has not only instructed 
“His” congress to pass legislation that 
will ignore the collective bargaining 
process, but it will force workers to 
NOT Strike. Parallels are now being 
discussed recalling the Air Controllers 
Strike in 1981. Problem there is the 
controllers worked for the government 
and all had signed an agreement with 
the understanding that a strike would 
be illegal when they were hired. The 
railroad workers do not work for the 

government and, therefore, have signed 
no such agreement.

Then, during the week of November 
28, the entire law making process 
was reversed, when the Senate passed 
another “Defense of Marriage” act by a 
61 to 36 margin. I say it is in reverse, 
as the normal process requires bills 
to originate in the house and then, if 
passed, move over to the senate.

What’s wrong with this? In 1996 a 
“Defense of Marriage” act was passed 
with nearly unanimous support by all 
parties concerned, including a certain 
Senator from Delaware. A Democratic 
President signed it into law. That bill 
established that “Marriage is between 
a Man and a Woman.” This most 
recent effort, to negate what is already 
understood, is to include same sex 
marriage and the rest of the LGBTQ+ 
community. If successful, and it goes 
go on through the House and reaches 
the President’s desk for signature (a 
man that agreed with the 1996 decision) 
will “Flip” again and complete another 
cardinal sin against the Church 
and community, as he continues to 
undermine our own laws. Laws which 
he agreed to protect and defend against 
all enemies. Foreign and domestic!

Thomas Jefferson advocated 
"building a wall" between the Church 
and Government and the constitution 
was written with that barrier in mind. 
Here, our 46th president, is tearing 
down that wall, further eroding the 
security of our freedom of religion and 
choice.

This man has committed so many 
sins against society and the church 
(violating his own words and established 

laws) that it will literally take an “Act of 
God” for him to gain entrance into the 
hereafter.  But of foremost concern is 
the transition where our Constitutional 
laws are being destroyed/modified to 
such a point where the following just 
likely might be the new “Preamble” 
to the edicts that will replace our 
constitution.

We, the “they” of the Socialistic 

States, In order to destroy a most 
perfect union, Establish two-sided 
justice, Insure domestic dysfunction, 
Remove the ability for a common 
defense, Promote the equity of welfare 
for all, And disavow the blessings of 
liberty, Do commit to the destruction of 
The Constitution of the United States of 
America, And dedicate ourselves to the 
only thing that really matters. ME!

FSCJ Funeral Services Program  
to Offer Online Classes

After a thorough review from the 
American Board of Funeral Service 
Education (ABFSE), Florida State 
College at Jacksonville’s (FSCJ) 
Funeral Services program was 
named an ABFSE-approved distance 
learning (online) program during the 
October 2022 ABFSE Committee on 
Accreditation meeting in Chicago. Out 
of the 58 ABFSE-accredited programs, 
less than 25 are currently approved for 
distance learning. The program has 
been accredited by the ABFSE since 
2004, but the new approval means 
that qualified students may now take 
all courses online, except for the two 
clinical laboratory embalming courses. 
These laboratory classes are offered at 
the embalming lab located at FSCJ’s 
North Campus, with special attendance 
opportunities available for students 
from outside the service area. 

“FSCJ is known for our high-quality 
instruction leading to graduates who 
have gone on to be compassionate 

funeral services leaders,” said Program 
Director and Professor Howard 
Beckham Jr., CFSP. “We know that 
these online learning experiences 
will open to the door to even more 
students throughout the country, only 
strengthening the future of the industry 
for the good of the loved ones and 
families we aim to serve.”

From its inception in 2002, FSCJ’s 
Funeral Services program has helped 
develop funeral directors that are 
licensed not only in Florida, but also 
in many other states across the United 
States. As a limited access program, 
applicants must meet academic and 
testing qualifications for admission. 
Upon completion, graduates earn the 
Associate in Science in Funeral Services 
and may pursue their state’s licensure 
process. For more information, visit 
fscj.edu/academics/areas-of-study/hs/
funeral-services-as or email howard.
beckham@fscj.edu.



Page 10 N Westside Journal N  Thursday, December 15, 2022

OBITUARIES
Steve Wiley Gilbert 

Steve Wiley Gilbert went 
home to be with the Lord on 
November 27, 2022. He was 
born July 23, 1967, in Macon, 
Georgia. He was a beloved 

father, son, brother and friend. Steve was 
the first child of Charles and Diane Gilbert 
and was always curious and inventive. 
Steve exhibited strong mechanical skills 
from an early age through his love of Hot 
Wheels cars, tinkering with small electric 
motors and rebuilding carburetors. As 
an adult, Steve channeled over 40 years 
of talent to become a Master Mechanic 
ASE-Certified Technician, specializing 
in transmissions and much more. Steve 
was a business owner of “Quik Trans” of 
Hilliard, working alongside, his then wife, 
helping the community with any and all 
car troubles. He also worked at American 
Transmission on Beach Blvd., Jacksonville 
as a Dyno Tech and Transmission Tech. 
Steve ended his work for the community 
alongside the St Mary’s AAMCO teams as 
a master transmission builder.

Steve also made time for his family 
and friends. He loved taking his girls out 
fishing on their boat named, “R Reel 
Time.” One thing about Steve, he loved 
taking his daughters to the “Red Fish Hole” 
in Simpsons Creek and they would spend 
hours fishing and would not leave until 
they caught dinner. Steve also spent many 
hours watching his share of NASCAR and 
Drag racing. Back in the day, Steve was a 
professional “Mud Bog” racer and enjoyed 
the adrenaline rush racing gave him. Steve 
would also take his daughters on the side 
by side to cruise the neighborhood and hit 
shallow mud holes just to watch his girls 
laugh. He enjoyed spending time outside 
of work with his coworkers playing pool. 
Everyone loved Steve as he was always 
there for anyone in need and loved to help 
his community with car troubles. He was 
a great friend to many, a helpful mentor 
for most, and the best father to his two 

Henry Pat Kelly 
Henry Pat Kelly, our 

beloved Papa Pat, went to be 
with his Lord on December 12, 
2022. Mr. Kelly was born June 
23, 1940 in Bell, Florida. He 

was a self-made, successful businessman 
and built Kelly’s Countryside RV Park. 
He was well-known in the Nassau County 
community as a generous, hardworking 
man; a man who loved his family and was 
a fun-loving prankster. He was happiest 
when he was cooking and surrounded by 
his family.

While he was working for the City of 
Jacksonville, he started a small tractor repair 
business. His business grew. He retired from 
the City and moved to Callahan in 1977. 
Once settled, he also opened a mobile home 
park. He loved people, cooking, campfires 
and gatherings, so he opened up Kelly’s 
Countryside RV Park. People come from 
all around, traveling from as far as Canada, 
to stay there for the winter. Pat had a knack 
for making people feel loved and a part of 
his family.

He loved to have gatherings and opened 
his pond to churches, schools, private parties 

Harry Eros Scabarozi, IV 
Harry Eros Scabarozi, IV, 

48, passed away December 6, 
2022 at his home in Jacksonville. 
He was born December 4, 
1974, in Rockledge, Florida to 

Harry Scabarozi, III and Cynthia Scabarozi. 
He grew up alongside his sister, Michelle 
Jean Scabarozi, who he loved dearly. They 
enjoyed spending time together. When 
Harry was younger, he enjoyed fishing, 
hunting and being outdoors. He was 
with the Operator Engineer Union Local 
673 for over 20 years and worked with 
Florida Mechanical as a crane operator. 
Harry is preceded in death by his father 
Harry Scabarozi, III; and sister Michelle 
Scabarozi.

Those left to treasure Harry’s memories 
include his mother Cynthia Scabarozi; 
children Harry “LH” Scabarozi, V (Brittney 
Marie O’Brien) of Folkston and Jack 
Hunter Scabarozi (Elaynni Rebekah Abry) 
of Jacksonville; nephew Dakota (Raven) 
Smith and their son, Camden Duke Smith 
of Hilliard; niece Brandi Floyd of Sunrise; 
granddaughters Madalynn Jean Scabarozi 
and Motley Rose Scabarozi.  

A memorial service for Harry will be 
held Friday, December 16 from 5-7 p.m. 
at Nassau Funeral Home. Arrangements by 
Nassau Funeral Home, Callahan 904-879-
1770. 

Visit www.nassaufh.com to sign the 
family’s guest book.

Clayton N. McRae 
Clayton N. McRae, 90, 

affectionately known as Mr. 
Mac or Clay, passed away 
November 28, 2022, at 
Community Hospice Hadlow 

Center. He was a Christmas baby, 
born in Jacksonville to the late 

Jack Walter McRae and Louise Mae Bell 
McRae. Clay’s birth mother passed away 
when he was very young. His father married 
Viola Irene Wall, who loved and raised 
him well, and was the only mother he ever 
knew. He enlisted in the U.S. Air Force and 
served around the world for over 22 years, 
retiring as a Master Sergeant. He returned 
to Jacksonville and started a second career 
with the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office and 
served faithfully for 20 years, retiring as a 
Sergeant.

Clay shared his life with his one true 
love, Jackie McRae, who sadly passed away 
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Family Owned ~ Family Focused

Have you ever considered pre-planning 
your own final arrangements?

Doing so provides peace of mind not only for 
you, but your loved ones as well.  It ensures that you 
get to make your own choices regarding the type 
and cost of service you desire, freeing your family 
from “hoping” they are doing what you would have 
wanted. Arrangements can be paid for in advance, 
thereby locking the cost at current prices and saving 
your family additional stress at what is already a 
difficult emotional time.

 Several plans and payment options are available to fit every need. If you would like to 
discuss arrangements or have any questions, we encourage you to contact us.

Dana Forbes, Preneed Agent/Office Manager

daughters. Steve was a loving father, a great 
son, supportive brother and a cherished 
friend to many. He will be truly missed 
by everyone he knew. May you rest your 
soul. He was preceded in death by his father 
Charles M. Gilbert.

He is survived by his daughters Lydia 
Gilbert and Emily Gilbert; mother Diane C. 
Gilbert; sisters Rachel Gilbert Sullivan and 
Sara (Libby) Courson; and several other 
extended family members and friends.

A memorial service will be announced 
at a later date.

and for over 30 years he hosted the Next of 
Kin Kelly Reunions. These reunions would 
last 2 to 4 days with anywhere from 200-300 
people in attendance. He loved family, he 
loved for everyone to have a good time and 
he wanted everyone to eat! Pat attended The 
Anchor Church of God where more than 25 
of his family members attended with him. 
Once you met Pat Kelly, you would never 
forget him. He was that kind of man! He is 
predeceased by his parents Arthur and Ivera 
Kelly; sister Helen Creamer; and brothers 
Ray Kelly, Malone Kelly and Jack Kelly.

He is survived by his loving wife of 
64 years, Viola Frances Kelly; his sons 
Mike (Sonya) Kelly, Randy (Robin) Kelly 
and Marty (Patsi) Kelly; daughter Patti 
(Doug) Smith; grandchildren Joshua, 
Crescent, Tiffany, Kasie, Wendi, Matthew, 
Chelsea, Caitlin, Christopher and Colton; 
great-grandchildren Tyler, Harley, Hunter, 
Waylon, Paisley, Kellen, Dallen, Owen, 
Scarlett, Luke, Breylee and Addilynn; 
great-great-grandchildren JohnTyler, 
Greyson, Hudson and Lynndi; sisters Doris 
Brewer and Jean McGregor; and brother 
Jimmy Kelly; and many, many nieces and 
nephews who adored their “Uncle” Pat. 

The family will receive friends Friday, 
December 16 at The Anchor Church of God 
from 6-8 p.m. His homegoing service will 
be held Saturday, December 17, also at the 
church, at 11 a.m. 

Condolences may be expressed at: 
www.nassaufh.com. 

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral 
Home, 879-1770.

in August of 2022, just short of celebrating 
their 70th wedding anniversary. He and 
Jackie were avid antique bottle collectors.  
Mr. McRae shared his love of the outdoors 
with family and friends while bottle 
digging, camping, fishing and hunting. He 
was preceded in death by his wife Jackie; 
son Michael George; brother J.W. McRae, 
Jr.; and grandchildren Gina Mabry McGee 
and Nathaniel Oliver Mabry, Jr.

Surviving family include his children 
Jenine McLarty, Denita Herres and Mark 
(Sharon) McRae; grandchildren Crysta 
(Mark) Roberts, Sean (Dessica) Mabry, 
Jennifer (Joel) Long, Carly (Johann) Forrest 
and Kyle McRae; great-grandchildren 
Dalton (Connie) Roberts, Brooke Roberts, 
Audrey Long, Lucas Long and Celia 
Mabry; and great-great-grandchildren 
Trenton Thompson and Baby Clayton 
Roberts, arriving in 2023.

A graveside funeral service was held 
Monday, December 5 at Jacksonville 
National Cemetery with Chaplain Jackie 
Hayes officiating. Final Military Honors 
were reverently bestowed by the Moody 
Air Force Base Honor Guard.



OBITUARIES
Allen E. Starling 

Allen “Pete” E. Starling, 
83, of Hilliard, passed away 
December 3, 2022. He was 
born on February 21, 1939 
in Jacksonville to Roland 

G. Starling and Jewel Venita 
Braddock. Growing up, Pete and 

his family would take weekend trips to the 
lake and that is where he developed a love 
for fishing and water skiing. He became 
extremely good at water skiing and won 
many slalom ski competitions. Pete proudly 
served in the United States Air Force as an 
Aircraft Radio Repairman. After his time in 
the Air Force, Pete met the love of his life, 
Joan Anderson. They married on August 
4, 1967 and had two beautiful daughters, 
Alana and Crystal. Pete knew after seeing 
Joan at the Miss Blaze beauty pageant, 
she was the one who lit his flame in many 
ways. After they wed, Pete began his long-
time career as a firefighter/engineer for the 
Jacksonville Fire Department. He retired 
in 1993 after 27 years of service. Pete 
was the ultimate family man and adored 
spending time with his family especially his 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. He 
also enjoyed watching Gunsmoke and other 
westerns while indulging in a honeybun 
from time to time. Pete was known for 
blasting old country tunes through his big 
speaker on music nights. He is preceded in 
death by his parents; and daughter Crystal 
Renee Starling.

Pete leaves behind his loving wife of 
55 years, Joan Anderson-Starling; daughter 
Alana Jensen (Collin Rewis); sister Joan 
Witt; nephew Jerry (Patricia) Millikin; 
grandchildren Chance McClinton, Chessie 
(Ian) Farhat and Ceegan McClinton; and 
four great-grandchildren.

A graveside service was held Monday, 
December 12 at Jacksonville National 
Cemetery with Roland Coleman officiating. 

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral 
Home, Callahan, 904-879-1770.

Mara Elaine Sullivan 
Mara Elaine Sullivan, 17, 

of Jacksonville, passed away 
December 9, 2022. She was 
born December 5, 2005 in 
Jacksonville, to Billy Sullivan, 

Jr. and Shelly Rowe Sullivan. Mara was a 
student at West Nassau High School and 
was in the 11th grade. She was a hard 
worker and was employed at the The Sheik. 
Mara was very head strong about fulfilling 
her dreams of becoming an EMT. She was 
adventurous and loved going to the beach 
and the mountains. Mara was taken far 
too soon and will be dearly missed. She 
is preceded in death by her father, Billy 
Sullivan, Jr.; and great-grandparents Toby 
and Gayle Quarles.

Mara leaves behind her mother Shelly 
Sullivan; brothers Nicholas Sullivan and 
Austin Sullivan; grandparents “Papa” 
Richard Colson, “GiGi” Janice Peeples, 
“Papa” Thomas O’Neal and “Grandma” 
Linda O’Neal; uncles Allen Peeples and 
Billy Whitaker; aunt “Nanny” Sandra 
Whitaker; and several other extended 
family members and countless friends. The 
family would like to recognize Mara’s GiGi 
for doing such a wonderful job with raising 
her. If it was not for her, Mara would not 
have been the person she was.  

The family will receive friends at 11 
a.m. Friday, December 16 prior to the 
celebration of Mara’s life at 12 p.m. at 
Nassau Funeral Home with Pastor David 
Harris officiating. Interment will follow at 
Edgewood Cemetery. 

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral 
Home, Callahan, 904-879-1770. 

Visit www.nassaufh.com to sign the 
family’s guest book.

Adam Joseph Toomes 
Adam Joseph Toomes, 

39, of Hilliard, passed away 
December 5, 2022. He was 
born on June 20, 1983 in 
Charleston, South Carolina 

to John Robert Toomes and Veronique 
LaRoche. Adam had a fearless curiosity 
about life. This was evident from a young 
age. It seems Adam’s first words should 
have been “but why?” Adam never knew a 
stranger and was quick to make friends, a 
quality that can also be seen in Nikolas and 
JD. He wasn’t timid about taking chances 
or making bold choices which sometimes 
landed him in hot water! 

Adam grew up in Mount Pleasant, South 
Carolina attending Christ Our King Stella 
Maris Catholic School, Bishop England 
High School and graduating from Camden 
Military School. In 2008, he graduated from 
the College of Charleston with a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Business Intermodal 
Transportation. After graduation, he joined 
Mediterranean Shipping Company where 
he worked for 10 years. Adam was kind 
and generous, always willing to help with 
any task. He had his dad’s sly wit and 
conservative values. Adam was a Mama’s 
boy at heart and would drop anything he 
was doing to take care of any of her needs. 

Adam loved his brother Kelly; their 
bond continued to grow after the loss of 
their father. Adam and Cat met in 2011, he 
was smitten with her from the start. She 
was the love of his life and they exchanged 
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 NASSAU COUNTY IS ACCEPTING 
NOMINATIONS OF PROPERTIES FOR 

POTENTIAL ACQUISITION THROUGH THE
CONSERVATION LAND ACQUISITION 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM (CLAM)
NOMINATION PERIOD FOR THE CURRENT CYCLE 

ENDS ON JANUARY 31, 2023
Nominations are accepted on a rolling basis.

The Nassau County Conservation Land Acquisition and Management 
(CLAM) program was created to preserve and conserve the county’s natural, 
historic, and working lands resources by identifying, ranking, and assessing 
conservation lands for acquisition and management. 

During the initial CLAM nomination period, July 24, 2021 through January 
31, 2022, over 750 parcels were nominated for inclusion in the CLAM program.  
Staff completed its evaluation of the nominations and presented its top 25 
ranking recommendations to the CLAM Committee.  The Committee’s final 
ranking was approved by the Board of County Commissioners on September 
26, 2022.

Nominations of properties may be submitted from any person or 
organization, including the County, nonprofit organizations, and local, 
regional, state, or federal governmental entities. To nominate a property for 
potential acquisition, the nominator shall submit an application to the Nassau 
County Planning Department.  Nominators may nominate an entire parcel for 
acquisition in fee simple or only a specific portion thereof or interest therein.  
In nominating properties, nominators should consider, at a minimum, the 
information contained in the Conservation Plan, the CLAM Resource Rankings 
Map, and the CLAM Manual.

Previously submitted parcels do not need to be resubmitted. All previously 
submitted nominations remain eligible for consideration.

Nominations must be received by the Nassau County Planning Department 
no later than 5:00 pm on Tuesday, January 31, 2023.  Nominations received 
after the nomination period will not be considered for the 2023 cycle.  CLAM 
documents and nomination forms can be found at the following link or can be 
picked up and dropped off in person at the address listed below:  
https://www.nassaucountyfl.com/formcenter/clam-12/nassau-conservation-lands-acquisition-an-79

Nassau County Planning Department
96161 Nassau Place • Yulee, Florida 32097
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vows on April 16, 2018. Together, they 
have two amazing sons, Nikolas and John 
David. Later that same year, Adam and 
Catalina moved their family to Florida 
where Adam began working as the 
Terminal Manager at SSA Marine. Adam 
will always be remembered for having a 
smile on his face, being gentle and kind. He 
had a down to earth personality and was a 
laid back “simple man” who could be found 
on the grill or doing miscellaneous outdoor 
activities. Adam loved spending time with 
his sons, watching football (Go Panthers!), 
hunting and target practice. He was a loving 
husband, devoted father, and a cherished 
son, who will be missed dearly. Adam is 
preceded in death by his father John Robert 
Toomes; grandparents; and uncle Richard 
Toomes.

Adam leaves behind his loving wife, 
Catalina Ponce; sons Nikolas Robert 
Toomes and John “JD” David Toomes; 
mother Veronique Toomes; brother Patrick 
Kelly Toomes; uncles Jay (Donna) Toomes 
and Marc (Myra) LaRoche; aunts Elizabeth 
Toomes and Arlene Toomes; cousins; and 
godmother “Aunt Lisa” Mauer. His dad’s 
best friend, Donny (Ellen) James have 
always been an important part of his life. 
Life-long friends, Taylor Scott, Steve Terry 
and John Gibbs. 

A celebration of Adam’s life was 
held Saturday, December 10 at Nassau 
Funeral Home with Pastor Gerald Wollitz 
officiating. The family received friends 
prior to the service. 

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral 
Home, Callahan, 904-879-1770. 

Visit www.nassaufh.com to sign the 
family’s guest book.

A New Look At An Old Price
Interior/Exterior Custom Painting

Matthew D. Fisher, Owner

904-333-3262
www.mnlop.com

Professional Painting with a Personal Touch

FREE FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Barnabas @ NEFL Fairgrounds 543378 US Hwy. 1 • Callahan
Monday, December 19 • 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.
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WN AFJROTC Students Receive Flight Academy Scholarships
Gregg A. Kline, Col, USAF(Ret)

Five Juniors and two Seniors in 
West Nassau’s AFJROTC Program 
have received a scholarship to attend 
an accredited aviation university 
participating in a Private Pilot 
Certificate training program in the 
summer of 2023. 

Alanah Dohm, Brandon Miller 
(alternate), Rick Miller, Caydee 
Pine, Allen Price, Arianna Rosen and 
Ryland Weyburn are part of 200 Air 
Force Junior ROTC cadets around the 
world to receive the scholarship from 
Headquarters Air Force Junior ROTC, 
Maxwell Air Force Base, Montgomery, 
AL. More than 1300 cadets applied for 
one of the 200 scholarships. There are 
almost 120,000 high school students 
enrolled in Air Force Junior ROTC 
programs at approximately 870 high 
schools in the U.S. and overseas. The 

scholarship covers transportation, room 
and board, academics and flight hours 
required to potentially earn a Private 
Pilot Certificate. The scholarship is 
valued at approximately $22,500.

The Air Force Junior ROTC 
Flight Academy Scholarship Program 
is an Air Force-level initiative in 
collaboration with the commercial 
aviation industry to address the national 
civilian and military pilot shortage. 
The Flight Academy allows aspiring 
young aviators to get their Private 
Pilot’s Certification, at no cost, during 
an eight-week summer course at partner 
universities. Those who participate 
in the program will earn a college 
transcript but do not incur a military 
commitment to the Air Force or other 
branch of service, nor does completing 
the program guarantee acceptance into 
one of the military’s commissioning 

programs. 
The mission of Air Force Junior 

ROTC is to develop citizens of character 
dedicated to serving their nation and 

community, while instilling values of 
citizenship, service to the United States, 
personal responsibility and sense of 
accomplishment.  

Shown (l to r) are: Cole Miller, Ryland Weyburn, Alanah Dohm, Brandon 
Miller, Arianna Rosen, Allen Price and Caydee Pine.

First Coast Honor Flight 
Visits Veterans Council 

Ryan Bauman, First Coast Honor Flight 
and Mike Doran, Chairman of the Veterans 
Council of Nassau County, are all smiles 
after Bauman’s talk to the council about the 
thousands of veterans in northeast Florida 
who are eligible for a one day, all expense 
paid honor flight to Washington, D.C. 
Bauman explained that the veteran is teamed 
up with a volunteer, called a “Guardian,” for 
the day as they visit the memorials dedicated 
in their honor while they exchange experiences with other veterans on the trip. 

First Coast Honor Flight is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization that runs on 
volunteers and donations. In its two short years in the area, First Coast Honor 
Flight has honored 50 veterans with a flight. For more information visit: www.
firstcoasthonorflight.org to apply, donate, or volunteer.

The Callahan Middle School Band will hold a Christmas Concert Tuesday, 
December 20 at 6 p.m. in the CMS cafeteria. The event is free however 
guests are requested to bring a pair or two of new socks to donate to the Be 
the Change NE FL for their homeless ministry! 

presented by

CMS Band


