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HMSHS Retirees!

AMI Project 
Continues 
in Hilliard

Congratulations Mrs. Charlotte Wolgamott and Mrs. Vickie Whigam on your 
retirement from Hilliard Middle-Senior High School! These ladies enjoyed a 
reception held in their honor Wednesday prior to the Christmas break. We appreciate 
your years of service here at HMSHS!

Debra Rau to Retire 
from Wells Fargo

Dawn S. West
After 42 years and four days, Debra 

Rau will retire from Wells Fargo bank 
December 31, 2020. Debra, who 
obviously has been a familiar face at the 
bank, is ready for the dream to become 
a reality. “We all look forward to our 
retirement day and think about it often,” 
said Debra. “Mine is close and I’m 
ready, and a little scared, but excited to 
see what the Lord has in store for me!”

Debra began her long career at Lake 
Forest Atlantic Bank in Jacksonville. 
Most people from Callahan used that 
bank as it was the only bank close 
around. Debra was happy to share that 
Mrs. Bea Thompson, who recently 
passed, trained her. “I just loved Mrs. 
Bea. She was so patient with me!” 
added Debra.

Debra recalls other than her short 
time in Jacksonville, she has worked 
in Callahan her entire career. The 
bank has gone through a few name 
changes during her time: Atlantic 
Bank, First Union, Wachovia and 
Wells Fargo. When she started, she 
well remembers using adding machines 
with lots of tape, for everything. Now, 
with technology advances, everything 
has moved to computers. We don’t 
even have typewriters anymore! She 
started, as many do, as a teller and is 
currently the Manager of the Callahan 
branch. “What a special career I have 
enjoyed,” continued Debra. “I’ve been 
at this branch for 33 years. I’ve seen so 
many babies grow up and have children 

of their own and so on. Many of my 
customers have become family as they 
have helped me through some tough 
times. I am so blessed!”

She couldn’t help but brag on her 
‘team’ at Wells Fargo and how they all 
work so well together and encourage 
each other. “This has been an extremely 
hard year, especially with the pandemic. 
We’ve really had to dig deep to keep 
going,” said Debra. “My whole thing 
is my grandchildren and spending time 
with them while they want me to. I want 
to make time to do more things with my 
church and work around my house. I 
have lots of thoughts and goals. I feel so 
blessed to have been here locally. It’s so 
special to be loved by your customers 
who are friends! I’m ready!” 

Look for us on Facebook!

The Public Works Department 
employees in the Town of Hilliard 
have been busy with the AMI 
project, which includes installing 
new meters for Hilliard residents. 
Recently the crew installed the 
huge Bypass Meter at the Master 
Meter. Things are going well as 
the project continues!
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Next Level Flash: Lee Signs with Missouri State
Holden McMillen

There comes a time in a young 
athlete's life that brings a level of joy 
and pressure about what their future may 
hold. All the time spent in the weight 
room, grinding and getting stronger. All 
the wind sprints, sprinting up and down 
the bleachers, pushing yourself further 
and faster than you ever thought was 
possible. All the hard work, preparation, 
dedication to perfecting your craft has 
led to this moment: National Signing 
Day. It is a moment every young athlete 
dreams of when playing a sport of their 
choice, signing the letter of intent to 
the school of their choice. For Hilliard 
Middle-Senior High School senior, 
Tywuan Lee, the moment has arrived, 
as he puts the pen to paper and signs 
with a school of his choice.

Lee has officially signed with the 
Missouri State University Bears, a 
NCAA Division I school based in 
Springfield, Missouri. Wednesday at 
the school witnessed by family, coaches 
and friends! It is the third largest city 
in the entire state, behind Kansas City 
and St. Louis. The Bears are a part of 
the Football Championship Subdivision 
(FCS) in the Missouri Valley Football 
Conference. Some notable schools 
Missouri State competes with yearly 
are some of the heavy hitters like North 
Dakota State, Illinois State, Youngstown 
State, University of Northern Iowa 
and Western Illinois University. The 
head coach of Missouri State is Bobby 
Petrino.

"Excited, really excited," said 
Tywuan after signing with Missouri 
State. Over his high school career, 
he has accumulated over 2,500 yards 

rushing, 1,000 all-purpose yards and 42 
touchdowns. He was named the Class 
1A, District 5 Player of the Year in 2019-
20 and is a nominee for the award after 
the 2020-21 season. Tywuan learned 
about the offer from Missouri State 10 
days ago. He committed to them on 
Saturday, December 5 to Missouri State 
as an athlete, which means he doesn't 
have a set position until he arrives on 
campus in early summer. 

"They took a chance on me," said 
Tywuan. "They have a good head 
coach that can get a lot out of me. I’m 
really excited about playing for Coach 
Petrino. He knows NFL talent and 
knows what to expect. The recruiting 
process was good. Of course, COVID 
made it difficult, but the process was 
good.”

Because of the ongoing pandemic, 
college recruiting has been difficult to 
conduct. Under the current pandemic-
imposed NCAA restrictions, schools 
have prevented any face-to-face 
interactions with college coaches and 
high school recruits. Also, college 

coaches can't visit high 
schools. 

"Tywuan started his 
varsity football career in 
8th grade,” said Hilliard 
Head Coach John Pate. “He 
was an exceptional athlete 
and had the potential to 
move up to varsity in 8th 
grade. He's a great player 
on offense, defense and 
special teams.” 

“Coach Pate has helped 
me a lot,” added Tywuan. 
“He has helped me as an 

athlete and a person. He gets the most 
out of me.”

“I’m very happy. I’m very proud. He 
is his own person and is very driven,” 
said Tywuan’s mother. “Just do your 
best and remember that you have 
support back home. We love you.”

"He will go in there and prepare 
hard," added Coach Pate. "He will 
have a chance to be successful and to 
get bigger and stronger in a Division 
I weight room and program. He is an 
athlete who is versatile, high character, 
high energy and a model citizen." 

When asked about 
his favorite football 
memory, he made 
a reference to his 
junior year and the 
playoff victory against 
Branford. It was an 
overtime thriller that 
saw Hilliard beating 
Branford 34-33 in 
the first round of the 
2019 playoffs. It was 
Hilliard's first playoff 

appearance since 2014 and their first 
home playoff game since 2004. 

"Success is where preparation and 
opportunity meet," said Coach Pate. 
"You've worked hard for this and are 
a model of preparation. Keep working 
hard and keep preparing. I look forward 
to following your success every step of 
the way." 

Tywuan shared a special message as 
he prepares for his next level, “Work 
hard. If you work hard, good things will 
happen. Don't let people tell you no. 
Don't let people tell you that you can't 
go to college. Believe in yourself!” 

As a community, we are proud 
of how far Tywuan has come. From 
moving up to varsity in 8th grade to 
signing his letter of intent with Missouri 
State his senior year. He has worked 
hard and earned his way to where he is 
today. We are excited to see what he will 
do in the next level and beyond, not just 
as an athlete, but as a human being and 
a model citizen. Best of luck, to Tywuan 
and his family, as he prepares to play 
collegiate football at the next level. 

Go Flashes and best of luck Tywuan!
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