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“...An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, 
do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived 

in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 
him the name Jesus,because he will save his people from their sins.” - Matthew 1:20-21

LIGHTING OF THE

CALLAHAN DEPOT 
CHRISTMAS TREE

SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 10TH

6 - 7 p.m.  
Callahan Depot

Fun at the Callahan Christmas Parade!
Last Saturday, the 49th Annual 

Callahan Christmas parade was held! 
If by chance you missed it, you missed 
a treat! The parade is always so much 
fun. Lots of people get out and get their 
perfect spot bright & early. The streets 
were lined the entire parade route and 
the smiles were many. God blessed 
us with a beautiful day for the annual 
event. 

The West Nassau Historical Society 
did an amazing job organizing, judging 
and preparing for the event. Hats off 
to the society for a job well done. The 
Grand Marshal was Thomas Blue, Sr., 
longtime Callahan resident. There were 
62 parade entrants and 70 vendors for 
the Craft Fair and of course a super long 

line for a picture with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus!   

The judges of the parade said this 
year it was very difficult to decide 
because of all of the wonderful entrants. 
But after a lengthy deliberation, here 
are the winners: Best Theme: 1st Place: 
CSA 10U Gold Cheer; 2nd Place: Town 
of Callahan; 3rd Place Dot's Hair Salon; 
and 4th Place Live Oak Baptist Church. 
Best Creative: 1st Place: Lady Ramblers 
Soccer Club; 2nd Place Callahan Little 
League; 3rd Place First Baptist Church 
Boulougne; and 4th Place Brandies Ace 
Hardware. Best In-Step: West Nassau 
High School Warrior Band. Best 
Equine: 4-H Young Riders. Best Non-
Float: Seldomridge's Tow Mater.
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1 cup leftover mashed potatoes, cooled
1 large egg
2 ½ tablespoons all-purpose flour

¼ teaspoon salt
1 tablespoon vegetable oil, or as needed

Mix together mashed potatoes, egg, flour, and salt in a bowl until well combined. 
Heat a thin layer of vegetable oil in a frying pan over medium heat. Working in batches, 
drop 1/6 of the potato mixture into the hot frying pan and flatten into a patty. Repeat to 
add more patties to the pan. Cook until browned, about 3 minutes per side. 

In the Kitchen... Fried Mashed Potato Cakes

Letters to the Editor S
Letters to the Editor may be emailed to news@westsidejournal.net but must include a complete 
name. Letters should be no longer than 300 words.

Missing Roger!

America Under Siege

Dear Roger,
I’m so sorry you are not writing your 

column anymore! I hope it’s not for good…
I’m a 76-year-old lady that looked forward to 
what you had to say. I never was interested 
in politics until our great President Trump 
stepped into office and how the democrats 
illegally stole the election… they are still after 
President Trump to make sure he doesn’t run 
again!

You let us know what’s going on in our 
country. I was interested in your opinion of the 
documentary “Died Suddenly"!

I hope you come back to let us know what 
kind of corruption is going on, for those that 
still have their heads in the sand! 

Linda Noll

Dear Editor,
One of the least talked about threats to the 

American way of life is the deterioration of 
the middle class. Mobility up the rungs of the 
economic ladder, the entre to the middle class, 
has been foundational to attracting talent 
resources to America, its growth, stability and 
our world-renowned uniqueness.

Biden’s economic and energy policies 
threaten to destroy that foundation. Already, 
the effects of inflation, all goods and services 
cost more, out of control mortgage interests 
rates, car loans and credit cards across the 
board, and prices at the gas station have the 
middle class struggling to make ends meet. 
Citizens who were capable to pay their way 
now visit food distribution centers at least once 
a week. The poor careen deeper in debt with 
little hope of increasing their income. While 
the wealthy continue to live undisturbed and 
appear to be the only Americans Biden cares 
about. 

The middle class is under siege and Biden 
hasn’t lifted a finger to improve the debacle. 
As a result, we are headed toward a two-tier 
society characteristic of third world countries, 

A New Look At An Old Price
Interior/Exterior Custom Painting

Matthew D. Fisher, Owner

904-333-3262
www.mnlop.com

Professional Painting with a Personal Touch

You're invited to the 
LIGHTING OF THE

CALLAHAN DEPOT 
CHRISTMAS TREE
SATURDAY, DEC. 10TH

6 - 7 p.m. 
at the Historic Callahan 

Train Depot
45383 Dixie Avenue

Depot Open House • Light Refreshments

A Visit by a 'Special' Someone!
Hosted by the

West Nassau Historical Society
904-879-3406
FREE Admission
Donations Accepted

KEEP 'EM COVERED
NASSAU

WINDOW TINTING

                  904TINT.com
Devin Hardwick, Owner

Gift 
Cards

Available!904-434-4001

Amazing Pet Care, LLC
Owner - Lynnette Lawson

Pet Sitters & Dog Walkers
AT YOUR HOME!

904-627-6294
Serving Callahan, Yulee, Hilliard & Bryceville

Email us at: 1amazingpetcare@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook: Facebook.com/AmazingPetCare

Dirt Work
Excavator Work
Extreme Bush Hogging & Mulching

904-518-0349

C&C LAND PROS
WWW.CANDCLANDPROS.COM

Licensed & Insured

GET READY 
CALLAHAN 

BECAUSE WE ARE 
COMING TO YOU!

where there are only two classes, the rich and 
the poor. 

Congratulations to the Democrats! You 
schemed to maneuver a man into the Oval 
Office who, as it turns out, represents who you 
really are, The Destroyers of our way of life.  

B.R. McConnell 

Santa Claus at Family Dollar
This Saturday, make sure to take a trip to the Hilliard Family 

Dollar to get a picture with Santa! Santa will be at the store 
Saturday, December 10 from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.!
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Just My Opinion
Roger R. West

Our Lady of Consolation Catholic Church, 541668 
US 1, Callahan, will host a FREE “Breakfast with 
Santa” Sat., December 10 from 9-11 a.m. Breakfast, 
crafts to make and take a picture with Santa! 

Callahan Chapter 154 Order of the Eastern Star will 
meet Monday, December 12 at the Callahan Masonic 
Lodge (behind Callahan Town Hall) at 7:30 p.m. 
Refreshments follow the meeting.  

EVENTS AROUND TOWN

Bakers & Makers  Seasonal, Local Produce
Baked Goods  Handmade Items

Food Trucks & More!
Great Selection of Gifts & Goodies! 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10TH

9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
CALLAHAN HISTORIC DEPOT

CallahanMarket@comcast.net for vendor information.

COMMUNITY MARKET

TIMBER BROKERS

CALLAHAN TIMBER
COMPANY, INC.

879-3702

Merry Christmas 
from

That may have been the shortest 
sabbatical of all time. First, let me say 
how humbled I am by all the emails, 
letters and phone calls concerning the 
“Just My Opinion” column. I never 
would have thought that so many people 
read my column and enjoyed it. I thank 
every one of you! I still haven’t made 
my mind up as to whether I will submit 
a column every week or if I will just do 
every other week as I did when I first 
began writing. We will all have to wait 
and see. Again, thank you all.

Now for some of the ole political 
nitty-gritty, last week Elon Musk made 
the liberals’ heads spin. Musk as the 
new owner of Twitter released solid 
proof that Twitter worked hand in hand 
with the Democrat Party to suppress 
vital newsworthy stories concerning 
Hunter Biden’s laptop from hell. Prior 
to the 2020 election, the FBI had the 
laptop with information connecting Joe 
Biden to multiple business dealings 
with foreign countries. The “Big Guy” 
as Joe Biden was referenced in emails, 
received money that his son Hunter 
made from countries such as China, 
Russia and Ukraine. The millions of 
dollars received by the Biden Family 
Crime Syndicate are such that Joe 
Biden is a very much compromised 
acting President. As you may very 
well remember, Joe Biden stated on 
camera that he had never discussed with 
Hunter any of his business dealings. 
Lie! He not only discussed the family 

corrupted dealings, he profited from 
them. Impeachable, yes, criminal, yes! 
Musk announced that he will release 
more information very soon. The liberal 
pundits whom used to worship Twitter, 
as Forrest Gump would say, and just 
like that the liberals hate Twitter and 
Elon. 

The left has a silver lining in all 
of this, go figure. President Trump 
made a comment on Truth Social 
that said, “So, with the revelation of 
MASSIVE & WIDESPREAD FRAUD 
& DECEPTION in working closely 
with Big Tech Companies, the DNC, 
& the Democrat Party, do you throw 
the Presidential Election Results of 
2020 OUT and declare the RIGHTFUL 
WINNER, or do you have a NEW 
ELECTION? A Massive Fraud of this 
type and magnitude allows for the 
termination of all rules, regulations 
and articles, even those found in the 
Constitution. Our great “Founders” did 
not want, and would not condone, False 
& Fraudulent Elections!” 

Conservatives and all the libs have 
turned this statement to say Trump 
wants to do away with the Constitution. 
That is totally preposterous! If anyone is 
making that their take on his statement 
it would appear to me that most of them 
all are gulping the Kool-aid! If any of 
you cannot plainly see that the 2020 

election was stolen then you need to 
take the blinders off. In reference to 
President Trump's statement, most are 
taking his words out of context. How 
many of you have made or heard the 
comment "if they aren’t going to enforce 
it, they may as well get rid of it?" That 
was the context of his statement, a play 
on words and an old cliché. It really 
does not surprise me that people are 
turning their heads away from the best 
President this country has ever had, it's 
the norm now, no one is satisfied with 
anything for any amount of time and 
are always searching for something 
bigger and better. I have always been 
told to watch out for what you ask for 
because you may very well get it and 

guess what? It is usually not what you 
think it was going to be. President 
Trump also released the following 
statement, “The Fake News is actually 
trying to convince the American People 
that I said I wanted to “terminate” 
the Constitution. This is simply more 
DISINFORMATION & LIES, just like 
RUSSIA, RUSSIA, RUSSIA, and all of 
their other HOAXES & SCAMS. What 
I said was that when there is “MASSIVE 
& WIDESPREAD FRAUD & 
DECEPTION,” as has been irrefutably 
proven in the 2020 Presidential Election, 
steps must be immediately taken to 
RIGHT THE WRONG. Only FOOLS 
would disagree with that and accept 
STOLEN ELECTIONS. MAGA!” The 
last thing this country needs is a divided 
conservative movement. 

As always…that’s just my opinion!

Transmissions • Engines • Diagnostics • Brakes • Tune-Ups
Suspension • CV Axles • Exhaust • Electrical • Window Regulators

Batteries • Oil Changes • Air Conditioners & More!

540439 US Highway 1 • Callahan MV99939

CALLAHAN SPEEDWAY
OUTLAW WING CARTS

& CART RACING!
Saturday, December 10th at 6 p.m.

Admission - $10 (6 years & Under FREE)
Cart Racing Every Saturday Night at 6 p.m.     For more information, call 904-254-7085

Across from the Northeast Florida Fairgrounds • US 1



Attend the church of your choice this Sunday.
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Jesus is The Gift That Keeps on Giving
Pastor Walter Cooper, He Changed My Mind Ministries, Callahan

Christmas is upon us, and we are preparing by decorating 
our houses with lights inside and out. Some of us are writing 
our shopping list and trying to find the best deals to find the 
perfect gift for our loved ones. Our shopping experience could 
lead us to our favorite online store, or we can build the courage 
to go to the brick-and-mortar store. As we try to create a loving 

memory this Christmas season like no other, let’s honor Jesus 
this Christmas, for he is the gift that keeps on giving.

Christmas is a time to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. It's a time of sharing 
and reflecting on the blessings God has given us this past year. It was prophesied 
in the book of Isaiah that Jesus Christ, our Lord, and Savior, would be born. Isaiah 
6:9 states, “For unto us a Child is born unto us a son is given and the government 
would be upon his shoulders and he will be called wonderful counselor mighty God 
everlasting father prince of peace.” For unto us a child was born, Christ the living 
Saviors birth is what we now celebrate as Christmas. 

Jesus left the kingdom of Heaven to come to earth in human form as a gift from 
God. One gift in John 1:4-5, Jesus came to be the light of the world and the life of 
men. Then Jesus came to give us his gift of joy, that in him our joy may be complete 
(John 15:11). He did not stop there. He came to provide us with peace; John 14:27 
informs us of this. The best gift of all is the gift of salvation. He was born, lived and 
died to give us eternal life. John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” 

Jesus has provided us with all things that we need to survive. It doesn’t matter 
where we are in life; we have a lot or very little, facing cancer or in the perfect 
heath, He is there. When we are weak and don’t know where to turn, we can turn 
to Jesus. God showed just how much he loved us by sending his only Son, Jesus, to 
take away the sins of the world. God the Father allowed the Savior to be hung on the 
cross, shedding his blood and dying as a ransom for our sins. We must never forget 
that Jesus Christ is the gift that keeps giving.

This Christmas season should be about what Jesus Christ has given to each one 
of us. As we share the blessings that the Savior has provided for us this Christmas, 
remember the Prince of Peace, the Mighty God, is the gift that keeps on giving. 
We should honor him this season because the Savior has done many wonderful 
things for the world. We are the light of the world; our life is a gift from God. Enjoy 
your life this Christmas season, and find joy and peace in the small victories God 
has given us. Merry Christmas, and may God continue to be your gift this holiday 
season.  

Grace And Peace from our Lord and Savior. North Hilliard Baptist Church, 552823 US HWY 1, 
will hold a meat give away Saturday, December 10 at 
10 a.m. at the church. 

Our Lady of Consolation Catholic Church, 541668 
US 1, Callahan, will host a FREE “Breakfast with 
Santa” Sat., December 10 from 9-11 a.m. Breakfast, 
crafts to make and take a picture with Santa!

CHURCH NEWS

904.613.1898

The SmartChoice© Eradicator
It has proven itself to be VERY EFFECTIVE in 

REMOVING SULFUR and IRON from your water.

Call Steve McDonald

We can bring the Water Wagon 
to your home to fix the problem.

The Water Boys
Got Stinky Water? 
Nothing else is made like 

or works like the Eradicator.

It even removes iron!

Check out our website at
www.waterboysmacclennyfl.com

Gateway to Life Ministries 
Assemblies of God International Fellowship 

All are Welcome to Join us for Worship
Sundays 10:30 a.m.   Wednesdays 7 p.m.

Psalm 45:1

37837 Eastwood Road • Hilliard

 Gas Piping
 Gas Appliance Sales, 
   Installation & Repair
 Tank Sales & Installation

904-860-1544
dhhigg@windstream.net

34002 Honey Bee Ln.
CallahanDonald Higginbotham

Owner

Annual Jingle Jamboree with ABWA
Calling all businesswomen 

of Nassau County. You are 
invited to join the Eight Flags 
Chapter of the American 
Businesswomen (ABWA) 
for its Second Annual Jingle 
Jamboree on Tuesday, 
December 13 from 5:30 – 8 
p.m. at Fernandina Beach 
Golf Club, 2800 Bill Melton Road, 
Fernandina Beach. Building upon 
last year’s phenomenally successful 
gathering, the festive event includes, 
musical entertainment, door prizes, and 
a special interactive program by Donna 
Paz Kaufman, about the power of story 
in your life and in your business. 

After managing one of the country’s 
leading independent bookstore cafes and 
working in publishing, Donna founded 
The Bookstore Training Group of Paz 
& Associates in 1992 with the mission 
of helping booksellers build skills and 
insights. Today, Donna and her husband 
Mark also own Story & Song Bookstore 
Bistro, a 4,500-bookstore cafe on 
Amelia Island, and have founded the 
private operating foundation Story & 
Song Center for Arts & Culture. Donna 

holds a business degree and is 
a certified trainer in customer 
service and leadership. “You 
will not want to miss this! 
Come to enjoy the program, 
networking, holiday meal, 
homemade desserts and loads 
of fun! Be sure to wear your 
holiday attire,” says Jenny 

Higginbotham, ABWA program co- 
chair.

You MUST Register and PAY online 
no later than Sunday, December 11 by 6 
p.m. The cost is $20 for members; $25 
for guests; please address food allergies 
and sensitivities at registration. Please 
register today at: www.abwaeightflags.
org.

The Eight Flags Chapter of ABWA 
meets the second Tuesday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. to provide professional 
development with interactive speakers 
who inspire and enrich us professionally 
and personally. Each meeting also offers 
ample time to network with women 
from a variety of businesses, skill sets, 
and experiences. 

Visit: www.abwaeightflags.org to 
learn more and to register.

Come and enjoy a fun “Holiday Celebration with Santa, Frosty the Snowman 
and Pete the Cat!” There will be lots of  holiday music, stories, crafts, games, 
cookies & more! Free photos with all the characters!

Santa at the Bryceville Library
Bryceville Community Center/Library

Saturday, December 10 @ 2 p.m.
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Hilliard Council Honors Kay Moore
Dawn S. West

The Hilliard Town Council 
met Thursday night for their 
first meeting of December. The 
first order of business was a 
Proclamation honoring Keiko 
‘Kay’ Moore for her 49 years 
of service working for Fuqua’s 
Pharmacy and Hilliard Pharmacy. 
Ms. Kay was joined by members 
of family for this special honor. 
December 1, 2022 was proclaimed 
Kieko ‘Kay’ Harada Moore Day 
in Hilliard. The proclamation also 
included: Kay’s husband, Lester, 
served in the US Air Force during the 
occupation of Japan; in 1951 Lester 
and Kay were married and moved to 
Florida in 1952; in 1954 Kay became 
an American citizen; after retirement 
from the Air Force, the family moved 
to Hilliard in 1972; in 1973 Kay began 
working at Fuqua’s Pharmacy where 
she worked with lifetime friends; in 
1984, Mr. Fuqua passed and the store 
was bought and the name changed to 
Hilliard Pharmacy where she continued 
to work until the present, sharing her 
cheerful demeanor and sweet smile 
with everyone in town and becoming 
a favorite of Hilliard residents; Kay 
has been a welcome, encouraging 
and bright mainstay of the Fuqua and 
Hilliard Pharmacy for a half century and 
has decided to retire at the age of 92; 
she is beloved by customers, coworkers 
and residents alike and will be missed 
greatly in her well-deserved retirement.  

The first agenda item was to set a 
joint workshop of the council with the 
Planning & Zoning Board to discuss 
proposed amendments to the Zoning 

and Land Development regulations. 
The workshop was set for Monday, 
February 27, 2023 at 6 p.m.

The council also set a workshop 
for Tuesday, December 15 at 6 p.m. 
to discuss audit findings in the Florida 
Retirement System. 

The council approved a Capital 
Budget vehicle purchase for the Parks 
& Recreation Department in the amount 
of $36,270. “This is a Fleet 2023 
Chevrolet Silverado 1500, 2WD regular 
cab, 140 work truck,” said Parks & 
Recreation Director Gabe Whittenburg. 
“This is on a state contract and we will 
have the truck by March.”

The next item concerned approving 
Brailen Fossick’s transition from 
temporary staff to regular part-time 
staff. “We currently have 20 regular 
students in after school care and we 
need the staff,” said Whittenburg.

The council approved the Hilliard 
Volunteer Fire Department run re-
imbursement. 

The next regular meeting of the 
council will be December 15 at 7 p.m.

Your LOCAL Plumber for Over 35 Years
BERT

NORMAN'S
PLUMBING, INC.

24 HOUR 
Plumbing 
Service

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

STRAIGHT FORWARD PRICING

904-225-5888
www.NormansPlumbing.com

$15 OFF
ANY SERVICE

With this Coupon

Call Today to 
Speak to a 
Company 

Representative, 
Not an Answering Service

CFC1427061 • CUC1224633

BERT NORMAN'S PLUMBING

SERVING CALLAHAN, YULEE, 
FERNANDINA & NORTH JACKSONVILLE

NORTH FLORIDA SEAMLESS

  GUTTERS
                 WHEN QUALITY COUNTS!

904.707.1475

SOFFIT & FASCIA • VINYL SIDING
GARAGE DOORS

100% 
Quality 

Guarantee

Freddie Cantrell
Owner

37 YEARS EXPERIENCE!       
 Commercial & Residential                                      Licensed & Insured

CALL NOW 

FOR A FREE 

ESTIMATE!
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Serving western Nassau County for over 20 Years!

CRC#1328655

NEW HOMES
ON OUR LAND OR YOURS!

904-838-6136
Lee Greene

YOUR HOMETOWN BUILDER!

Residential • Commercial • Auto Glass • Shower Enclosures

259-6070

9
0
4

Get a windshield 
replacement through 

your insurance or 
spend $200 or more 
and receive 2 FREE 
Steak Dinners at 

Cross Creek!

33 East Macclenny Ave. • Macclenny
Mack R. Peebles III - Owner

Gifted Pioneer Village Fieldtrip
Tracy Cruce

The Elementary Gifted Classes of 
Nassau County recently traveled to 
Tifton, Georgia to visit the Georgia 
Museum of Agriculture & Historic 
Village. Upon arrival, the students were 
given pioneer clothes to wear for the 
day. They were divided into groups 
and rotated through different stations to 
learn first-hand about pioneer life. Some 
of the stations they visited were an old 
schoolhouse complete with teacher and 
lesson, print shop, blacksmith, grist 
mill, feed and seed, farmhouse with 
farm, mercantile and commissary. 

The students also toured log cabins 
and learned how primitive life was back 
then. For lunch the students were served 
chicken purlieu (chicken and rice with 
vegetables) cooked over open fire, 
cornbread, fresh strawberry preserves, 
bread and butter pickles and pound cake 
for dessert. They were also given chores 
to clean-up and wash the dishes the 

“old-fashioned” way as well as stack 
firewood, sweep the wooden floors 
and gather pinecones for the fire. It 
was a day spent reliving the past where 
students were emersed in learning.       

WNHS Volleyball Standouts
The West Nassau High School 

Volleyball recently wrapped up their 
season with their Awards Banquet. 
Three of the seniors were standouts 
and brought home some impressive 
honors! Amelia Batrous, Gracie Hartley 
and Ella Bailey were leaders on the 
court, and it paid off! Gracie Hartley 
and Amelia Batrous both earned First 
Team All-State Honors by the Florida 
Athletic Coaches Association; and all 
three girls were awarded All-Academic 
Team Honors! 

Gracie Hartley ended up #1 in Class 
4A in the state of Florida for total blocks 
and #7 overall in the State of Florida. 
Amelia Batrous ended up #16 in Class 
4A in the state of Florida for Total Digs. 
Ella Bailey ended up #17 in Class 4A in 
state of FL for Total Aces. These girls 

have played volleyball together since 
middle school and have helped create 
a winning culture here at West Nassau! 
Congratulations! 

Shown (l to r) are: Amelia Batrous, 
Gracie Hartley and Ella Bailey
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Fentanyl is Infiltrating Our Country
Sheriff Bill Leeper

Last month, I was invited to fly to 
Tucson, Arizona for a visit along the 
Mexico border. As Vice President of the 
Florida Sheriffs Association (FSA), I 
decided to see first-hand how illegal drugs 
were gaining access into our country 
and more importantly into our local 
communities and I can tell you the entire 
trip was eye-opening. I met with officials 
from the DEA who told me our greatest 
threat today is overdoses likely due to 
fentanyl. Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid 
similar to morphine but 50 to 100 times 
more potent and up to 50 times stronger 
than heroin. As little as 2 milligrams of 
fentanyl can be enough to kill. That’s the 
equivalent to 10 grains of table salt. 

Unfortunately, here in Nassau County 
we are no stranger to fentanyl. So far this 
year, NCSO has responded to at least 
116 possible drug overdose incidents; 
11 of those cases were fatal with 6 more 
possible drug-related deaths pending the 
Medical Examiner results. Nearly 70 
percent of those people who died had 
fentanyl in their system. This year NCSO 
has seized over 4 ½ pounds of fentanyl, 
which is enough to potentially kill over 
one million people.  

In the U.S. overdose deaths nearly 
doubled among adolescents in 2020 and 
rose another 20% in 2021. One of the 
major reasons for this is social media. 
Fentanyl is now being massed produced 
into fake prescription medication and sold 
via social media platforms like Snapchat, 
Tik-Tok and Instagram where teens can 
become an easy target. That’s why it is so 
important to talk to your teenage children 
about the dangers of counterfeit pills. You 
never know what you are getting on the 
street. Remember, just one pill can kill! 
In fact, last year the DEA seized enough 

fentanyl to kill every American. Florida 
ranks second in the nation in overdose 
deaths. Through this trip I learned that 
many of these illegal drugs are funneled 
from Mexico through Arizona and Texas 
and eventually to the Atlanta area before 
making their way into Florida and into 
our community.  

The Mexican Cartels are currently 
flooding the market with millions of pills 
and their goal is to get as many people 
as they can hooked on these dangerous 
and deadly drugs. Drug trafficking 
organizations in Mexico are making 
fentanyl from chemicals coming from 
China. These chemicals are common 
ingredients in cleaning supplies so they 
are legal and hard to track. The cartels 
use pill presses to make fake pills and 
smuggle them into the U.S. to sell on the 
street. These pills can cost anywhere from 
.30 to .45 cents each wholesale; and on 
the street sell for $20-$30 each. A kilo of 
fentanyl cost $75,000 wholesale; with a 
street value of $3-$5 million dollars. 

During the trip I met 
with U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection personnel, 
Border Patrol Agents, as 
well as other sheriffs in 
Arizona. I learned that in 
just the month of October 
they caught 230,000 people 
trying to illegally cross the 
Southwest Border of US and 
Mexico. Two to three years 
ago they were only averaging 
around 30,000 people per 
month. There is also an 
overwhelming backlog of 
court cases dealing with 
immigration that our country 
just can’t handle, with court 
cases being scheduled 8 years 

out. Sadly, many women and children end 
up trafficked into the sex trade to help pay 
off their debt to the cartels in return for 
helping them gain access into the United 

States. These crime organizations hold 
family members hostage until those debts 
are repaid. Talking to the Sheriffs out of 
Santa Cruz County and Cochise County 
(two Arizona counties which border 

Mexico) I got an opportunity to hear and 
see just what they deal with every day, 
with the illegal border crossings, the drugs 
that they seize and the human trafficking 
issues. Right before my eyes, I watched 
Cochise County’s security cameras as 
they caught two separate groups of 25 and 
15 attempting to cross the border illegally. 
I learned that many of the Border Patrol 
Agents along the border have been pulled 
away and are in the holding facilities 
processing those who cross illegally, 
leaving a reduced number of Border 
Patrol Agents in the field, causing the 
vast majority of the enforcement along 
the border up to the local sheriff, which 
taxes their personnel who are also dealing 
with the normal crime issues they have to 
investigate.  

Many of the Border Patrol Agents told 
me the current situation has gotten out of 
control. The Mariposa border crossing 
port of entry in Nogales, Arizona, which 
is staffed by the US Customs and Border 
Protection, seized 12 million fentanyl 
pills last year. The border wall that was 
being built, was stopped, which means 
that for miles there is no fence, which 
allows people to easily illegally cross 
the border. These illegal drugs that are 
being smuggled across the border are 
killing hundreds of thousands of people 
in our country and destroying families in 
the process. Whether you are on the left, 
on the right or somewhere in the middle, 
the situation along the United States and 
Mexico border has to be fixed somehow. 
Anyone in Washington, D.C. who says 
that our southern border is secure is 
simply not telling the truth. All you have 
to do is talk to those on the frontlines and 
they will tell you it’s not. Something else 
needs to be done because the situation is 
not only grim…it’s getting worse. 

Sheriff Bill Leeper at the U.S./Mexico Mariposa Port 
of Entry in Nogales, Arizona where 2,000 commercial 
trucks and 10,000 passenger vehicles travel through 
each day coming from Mexico.

Sheriff Bill Leeper in Nogales, Arizona 
with Mexico in the background.
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It is illegal to discriminate against any person because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin in the sale, rental, financing, appraisal of housing or in the provision of real estate brokerage services. If you 
believe you have been discriminated against or would like further information about your rights or obligations under the Fair Housing Act call Jacksonville Area Legal Aid at 904-356-8371.

SERVICES
C & C LAND PROS offers extreme bush hogging 
along with installing culverts and driveways. Licensed 
and Insured. Call (904) 518-0349. tfn 

UPHOLSTERY: ROWLAND’S, for a free estimate 
email a picture to: dexter@rowlandsupholstery.com. 
Remember upholstery fabric is 3 times more durable 
than new furniture fabrics. Call 904-879-5130 or 904-
398-1653. tfn 

AFFORDABLE TREE SERVICE, trimming/removal, 
licensed and insured, difficult removal specialist. 
FREE estimates. Call 904-349-0869. tfn 

FOURAKER MECHANICAL HEATING & AC. 
Installation and service of all brands! Locally owned 
& operated. FREE estimates! Call 945-5404. tfn  

PAINTING! A New Look At An Old Price. Interior/
Exterior  Custom, Professional Painting and more. 
Fully Insured. Call 904-333-3262, www.mnlop.com. 

GLISSON LAWN CARE & MORE, LLC. FREE 
estimates! Licensed & Insured. Mowing, edging, 
blowing, weed eating, landscaping & stump grinding. 
Owner Dustin Glisson, 904-452-3086. tfn 

AIR POWER HEATING & AIR: Installation and 
Service. Serving Nassau County. Mention this ad to 
receive 10% OFF. Call (904) 314-8892. CAC1815504 

LEVELED UP TRACTOR SERVICE, Hilliard. Tractor 
work, bushhogging, dirt work. Licensed & Insured. 
Call 904-626-6380. tfn

LOCAL PALMS 904-434-5769 Property and 
Land Management Specialists. Lawn care, home 
improvement, tractor work and more! tfn 

C & C SAW & MOWER: We fix lawnmowers, tractors, 
chainsaws, weedeaters, outboard motors and more! 
Call Chuck at 904-507-9263. tfn 

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING. Repairs, FREE 
Estimates on New Installations. Licensed & Insured. 
Owner Timothy Reeves, Reeves Climate Control 
(904) 238-8492. tfn   

SOUTHEAST SOFTWASH 
PRESSURE WASHING! FREE 
Estimates! Residential & Commercial. 
Homes, roofs, concrete & more. Call 
Carter, 904-891-7047. tfn

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Deadline is Tuesdays at Noon
879-4180  •  news@westsidejournal.net

PIANO, GUITAR, UKULELE AND DRUM 
LESSONS! All ages, 4 years to adult. 
Experienced teacher. www.joelpacepiano.com, 
joelpace@juno.com, 904-766-9544. $85/month. 

LOOKING FOR DIRECT CARE STAFF for 
individuals who are developmentally challenged. 
Must have HS Diploma or GED and pass background 
screening. Yulee/Fernandina area, call or text 904-
507-9976 for more information. tfn

HELP WANTED! Growing Land and Tree Business 
looking for an experienced Crew Leader. Call Shane 
at 904-699-9312. tfn

LOOKING FOR OUTGOING REAL ESTATE 
AGENT! Want to be a part of a winning team? 
ERA Fernandina Beach Realty is looking for full 
time REALTORS for the Callahan & Yulee offices. 
Year-round training available, newly established 
mentoring and coaching programs and virtual 
specialty programs for all agents. Call Karen at 904-
261-4011 and be a part of a winning team! 120822

WANTED LANDSCAPE LABORERS, no experience 
or license needed. Call Danny at 904-251-4963. tfn

EMPLOYMENT

MOBILE HOME bathroom remodeling or repairs 
including vinyl soffit and siding. All types of mobile 
home and deck repairs. Call 879-9631. tfn

HOUSE CLEANER NEEDED NOW! Earn $300+ 
P/T, not including tips! Must have a vehicle, cell 
phone, pass a criminal background check, be 
a US Citizen or have a valid resident card and 
must be able to read and speak English. Apply 
at: www.annashousekeeping.com. Join our team! 
Questions, call 904-636-5755 or text 1-321-228-
4087. 120822

HANDYMAN

FOR SALE

E-Z REPAIRS! Home repairs: Full remodels, decks, 
plumbing, roofing, flooring, siding, interior/exterior 
painting, etc. 25 years experience. FREE estimates! 
Call  Tom at (904) 586-5078. 122222

SHIPPING CONTAINERS FOR SALE! Please call 
Tina at 904-714-4310 ext. 1. 120822 

FRESH FRUIT: Satsumas, Naval Oranges, Ruby 
Red Grapefruit, shelled/unshelled pecans, 100% 
raw honey & all seasoned firewood! Jerry’s Produce, 
715-0060. 122222

QUILTER'S DREAM: QUILTING FRAME, 10’ plus 
new Quilting Machine with all accessories, Brothers 
15X, all set-up, $5,000 cash. Email: pnt5341@gmail.
com. 120822

SEASONED OAK FIREWOOD! Call 904-845-4729. 
121522

GOOD USED TIN for sale: 3’ x 23’ long; 23’ x 4’ 
insulation boards; $25/sheet, delivery available. Also, 
will tear down unwanted structures on your property. 
Call Tommy, 729-8106 or Ron, 237-9439. 012623 

WE BUY JUNK CARS! Call Laid Back Scrap 
Removal at 507-9580 or 879-1595. 

WE BUY USED Cars, Tractors, Lawnmowers, 
4-Wheelers, Golf Carts & pick up unwanted scrap! 
Call 580-1404. tfn

WANTED TO BUY
CANTEBURY OF HILLIARD is currently accepting 
applications for 2BR apartment now available. 
We are an Equal Housing Opportunity with Rental 
Assistance for Elderly (62 or older), Disabled or 
Handicapped (regardless of age), with or without 
children. Apply at 37119 Cantebury Drive, Hilliard, 
or call (904) 845-4496 TDD 1-800-374-4463. This 
institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and 
Employer. tfn

RENT

SUPERIOR 
STUMP GRINDING

EXCAVATOR SERVICES

904-699-8957

• Skid Steer/Dirt Work
• Excavation/Drainage
• Driveway/Culverts
• Property Line Clearing
• Pond Embankment Cleaning

• Tree Removal/Trim/Chipper
• Bush Hogging
• Demolition
• Dump Trailer Service
• Reclaim Overgrown Property

Licensed & Insured Locally Owned & Operated

HOWARD & SON
APPLIANCES & MORE

Washers • Dryers • Stoves
30 Day Warranty on All Appliances!

Name Brand Overtsock Items 
Baby Items • Home Décor

Small Household Appliances
We buy broken appliances! Will pick up!

904-554-4238
542464 US Hwy. 1 • Callahan

Across from BP

3 FAMILY YARD SALE! Friday & Saturday, 8 a.m. 
– 4 p.m., 44393 Artesian Blvd., Callahan. Variety of 
items! Lots to choose from! 

BIG YARD SALE! Friday, 1 – 6 p.m.; Saturday, 9 
a.m. – 5 p.m., 44495 Artesian Blvd. Callahan. Home 
and office furniture, 2 sets of Tundra rims, children’s 
and adult items and more! 

THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 9 
a.m. until?  35601 Glory Rd., off Old Dixie, 3rd trailer 
on right! Tools, household items, clothes, toys & 
other miscellaneous items!

3 FAMILY YARD SALE, Friday & Saturday, 
Dec. 9 & 10, 8 a.m. – 2 p.m., 34440 Old Baldwin 
Road, Callahan (off Sandy Ford). Christmas trees, 
Christmas snowmen, Rae Dunn, Vera Bradley, 
tools, picture frames, school supplies. Something for 
everyone! 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., north of 
Hilliard to Andrews Road, right 1 mile down CR 121. 
Crafts, cameras, bowling ball with case, computer 
desk, clothes and tools. 

STOREWIDE SALE FRIDAY! Entire store 50% OFF! 
Located behind CVS, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. God’s Bridge 
Ministries.

YARD SALES

THE MOWER & SAW SHOP! Lawn equipment 
repairs both 2 and 4 cycle. Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. 
- 5 p.m. Call (904) 472-0600. tfn   

CHRISTIAN CLEANING SERVICE! Relief is on the 
way! Let me clean your home for the holidays! Call 
904-522-5783. 120822

LADSON CONCRETE: Driveways, 
patios, sidewalks, slabs, extensions & 
more. FREE estimates! Call Gage at 
904-631-5038. eow

904-525-2801
SERVICING ALL TYPES OF MOWERS, EDGERS, 

TRIMMERS, BLOWERS AND GENERATORS
Pick-Up & Delivery Available

904-713-9600

www.tropicaire.net
“Perfect Temperature Any Season”

for any space!
Comfort Solutions

#CAC057369

Homemade
Fruit Cakes!
CHERRIES, PINEAPPLE 

& PECANS ONLY!

Call to Order 904-504-5215
or 904-753-9400

SERVICES CONT.

NEW CONSTRUCTION, For Sale by Owner, see 
Zillow listing under the OTHER Listings tab for 
pictures and details, possible owner financing, 
Hilliard, $334,800. Call 904-707-8286. 121522

OPEN HOUSE! 54025 Paddock Court, Callahan. 
Sunday, December 11, 1 -4 p.m. 5BR/3BA, 2540sf 
on 1.02 acres. Call Stephanie DeAngelo at 904-710-
9829 for more information. 120822

PRICE REDUCED! 3BR/1BA 
HOME, Callahan, 1 acre, nice 
lot, new flooring, updated kitchen. 
Call First Coast Realty, 879-1008. 
121522

LAND & HOMES 
FOR SALE

ANIMALS
JACK RUSSELL, neutered male, 
FREE to good home, 5 years old, 
good health, housebroken, very 
smart, 904-585-3888. 120822

TOWN OF 
CALLAHAN, FL

Seeking an Interested Person 
to Serve on the Planning & Zoning Board

Interested Persons, please submit resumé to the 
Town Clerk at clerk@townofcallahan-fl.gov.

The Planning Commission shall serve in an advisory capacity to the Callahan Town 
Council on all planning and zoning related matters. The Planning Commission shall 
be composed of five members appointed by the Town Council.

NORTH FLORIDA 
BRUSH CONTROL, LLC
Forestry Mulching • Bush Hogging

Site Prep • Property Access 
Driveways and More! 

BILL DAVIS, Owner/Operator

904-626-0254 
Licensed & Insured • Locally Owned & Operated

www.northfloridabc.com

See photos at
www.millscreekservices.com

904-414-5129• Land Clearing
• Site Work
• Final Grade
• Gravel Driveways
• Concrete Driveways Insured

Don’s small EnginEs
Small Engine Tune-Up & Repair
Lawn Mowers
Weed Eaters
& More
904-859-3991
donssmallengines5@gmail.com            Veteran Owned

PNEUMAN 
HOMES, LLC

904-452-6032
New Homes and
Home Additions

State Certified for Nearly 25 Years
CBC 057302

WE SELL
MOBILE 
HOME 

POWER 
POLES!
Brandies

Callahan         879-3456
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Wednesday, November 30
 Ethan Cane Whitty, 22, 25303 Wrights Dairy Road, Callahan: DUI 
Manslaughter
Friday, December 2
 Robert Dale Mencner, 50, 281072 Franklin Road, Hilliard: Aggravated 
Assault with Deadly Weapon
Saturday, December 3
 Dalton Lee Brown, 19, 45168 James Street, Callahan: Possession of 
Methamphetamine
 Izaiah Michael Manning, 22, 54419 Lawhon Road, Callahan: Possession of 
Methamphetamine; Possession of Drug Paraphernalia with Residue 
 Alexis Michelle Locklear, 24, Callahan: Child Neglect without Great Bodily 
Harm or Permanent Disability

Police Reports
Names, Addresses and all information appearing in the Police Reports are taken from the Sheriff’s 

Department files and do not necessarily indicate guilt, only that arrests were made or charges were filed.

Callahan Town News
Dawn S. West

The Callahan Town Council met 
Monday night for their first and last 
meeting of December and 2022. Callahan 
resident Curtis Lowe approached the 
podium to address the council. “I live 
on Brown Street, by the railroad tracks. 
I’m concerned about extra water that is 
flowing onto my property. I wanted to 
make the town aware of the situation so 
maybe it can be corrected or hopefully 
improved,” said Lowe. “The road used to 
be dirt and it was just paved over. There 
weren’t any preparations to the road it 
was just paved. The Storehouse building 
has a large driveway and when it rains 
the water flows completely over the road 
onto my property.”

“Dwaine, Do you know where this 
problem is that he is talking about? Can 
you ride over and look at the situation?” 
asked Council President Ken Bass.

“Yes sir. I will get with Mr. Lowe 
tomorrow and see what we can do,” 
answered Dwaine Miller, Public Works 
Director.

The first order of business was the 
presentation of a plaque of appreciation 
by Callahan Mayor Randy Knagge to 
former mayor Matthew Davis. The plaque 
read: Presented to Matthew J. Davis, 
Mayor, August 2020 – December 2022 
for Service to the Town & Community. 

The first agenda item was the first 
Public Hearing for Ordinance 2022-O06. 

The ordinance concerned the re-zoning 
of 1.5 acres at 45005 Nassau Street from 
Mixed Use to Residential. The council 
approved the ordinance on first reading. 
Second and final reading will be at the 
Tuesday, January 3 meeting.

Resolution 2022-19 was approved 
which concerned donating $5,000 for the 
Hilliard A-Team for their work during 
the NE FL Fair to assist the Callahan 
Volunteer Fire Department. The CVFD 
wanted to donate money to the team from 
their account as they worked hard for the 
11 days of the fair. 

Callahan Town Clerk Shawna 
Gugliuzza advised the council that the 
Movie in the Park event was a success 
with lots of children, great vendors and 
free hot chocolate and hot dogs. She also 
advised that there needs to be a little more 
planning for next year.   

The next regular meeting of the 
council will be Tuesday, January 3, 2023 
at 7 p.m.

PUBLIC AUCTION  
SUN., DEC. 11TH @ 1:01 P.M. 

Preview @ 12 p.m. Day of Auction 

WOODY’S BAR-B-QUE
474323 EAST STATE RD 200

FERNANDINA BEACH, FL 32034
O'neill Scott Rd. & 200 A1A behind Luv Car Wash

RESTAURANT EQUIPMENT • FURNISHINGS • SMALLWARES
Bakers Pride BBQ Grill, Ole Hickory BBQ Smoker, Vulcan 6 Burner Stove/Oven, Vulcan Convection 
Oven, American Range & Advantco Deep Fat Fryers, True 6 Head Kegerator, Ice Machine, Ava 
Conveyor Toaster, Advantco Prep Unit, Atosa Prep Unit, Qualite & Winco Warmers, Tomato Slicer, 
Waring Slicer, GE & Sharp Microwaves, Bunn Coffee Maker, Idylis Ice Chest, Scale, Bar Back Ice 
Well, (2) Stainless Sinks, Stainless Table w/Handwash Sink, Stainless Shelving, Stainless Line Set-
Up, Wind Wall, Dinnerware, Glassware, Beer Mugs, Pitchers, Platters, Serving Trays, SS Inserts, 
Napkin Dispensers, Condiments, Soap & Towel Dispensers, Rolling Carts, Bag Holder, Lighting, 
Ceiling Fans, Signs, 40” & 65” TV’s, White Board, Office Misc, Cash Drawers,White Board, Phones, 
Dell Computer, THE BAR, Hostess Sign & Stand, Booth Package, Dining Tables, 2 Large Dining 
Tables, 2 High Top Dining Tables, 1 Party High Top Dining Table, 30 Dining Chairs, 19 Bar Stools, 
High Chair, & Booster Seats. Pictures on Website!

LUMAN E. BEASLEY AUCTIONEERS, INC.
904-631-1886                 AB-1441     AU-1775

13% BUYERS PREMIUM – CASH & CHARGE

WWW.BEASLEYAUCTIONEERS.COM

12545 N. MAIN STREET
JACKSONVILLE • 757-1888

HOURS: 8:30 AM - 6 PM, CLOSED SUNDAY & WEDNESDAY
We accept Food Stamps
Visa, MC, Discover & AMEX

Check us out on
FACEBOOK

10 lb. Bag
LEG 

QUARTERS
$695

$6000

Expires 12-13-22          WJ                            Limit 2  With this Coupon 

Expires 12-13-22          WJ                            Limit 2 With this Coupon 

$595 
lb.

Cut the way you like!

USDA  Whole 
T-BONES

Expires 12-13-22       WJ           While Supplies Last With this Coupon 

GOAT
CUBES

$299 
lb.

Family Pack

Fresh, Lean
GROUND BEEF

Expires 12-13-22           WJ                                        With this Coupon 

Expires 12-13-22           WJ                                        With this Coupon 

HOUSTON’S 
MEATS

HOUSTON’S 
MEATS

HOUSTON’S 
MEATS

Lite Pork
SPARE RIBS

$199 
lb.

Expires 12-13-22          WJ                                         With this Coupon

If you're buying your 
meats anywhere else, 

you're paying too much!

$179 
lb.

2-PACK FRESH 
PORK 
BUTTS 2-3 Pack

OYSTERS!
$85
$45
$25
Expires 12-13-22           WJ                                   While Supplies Last

1/2 BUSHEL

PARTY BAG

50 LB. BUSHEL

10 lb. 
Box

$600 
lb.

Expires 12-13-22         WJ                                          With this Coupon 

OX TAILS
by the Case

$90 15 lb. Box
  NOW
HIRING!

Genealogy Tidbits   
Claude Arpen 

The 1950 Census was released earlier this year. This is the first census that 
includes the early ‘Baby Boomers.’ If you don’t subscribe to Ancestry, you can 
probably access it at your local public library.

The West Nassau Genealogical Society meets the second Monday of each 
month (December 12) at 10:30 a.m. at the Callahan Lions Club. 

• Sales 
• Service
• Installation

Nassau County's #1
HVAC Contractor

904-947-2665
www.HugginsAC.com

CAC1819448
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OBITUARIES

Earlie Terrell McQuaig 
Mr. Earlie Terrell McQuaig, 

83, of Broxton, Georgia, passed 
away November 30, 2022 
at Coffee Regional Medical 
Center following a short illness. 

He was born August 27, 1939 to 
the late William and the Lila Mae 

Courson McQuaig. 
Earlie, a native of Waycross, Georgia, 

stepped into the aisle and walked down to 
the altar and accepted Jesus Christ as his 
Savior at the age of 18. He dedicated his life 
to the Lord and his church. He grew up in 
Dinsmore area in Jacksonville. He served in 
the Florida Air National Guard for 8 years. 
He worked with Sunbeam Baking Company 
for 14 years; and also worked in the Poultry 

Jonathan David Merritt 
Jonathan David Merritt, 

44, of Hilliard, passed away 
on November 13, 2022. He 
was born September 12, 1978 
in Jacksonville to James and 

Judith Merritt. He liked to work on things 
and was the best mechanic anyone knew. 
He was a funny loving person and will be 
missed by family and friends. He is preceded 
in death by his mother Judith Merritt; sisters 
Dana Merritt, Jana Stoner and Lana Tanner. 

He is survived by his loving father James 
Merritt, Sr.; four siblings James (Sherry) 
Merritt, Jr., Gina (Neil) Bolen, Donna Dale 
and Marlena Michael; and many nieces and 
nephews. 

A memorial service was held Saturday, 
November 26 at Callahan Funeral Home. 

Mildred Jones Marsh 
Mildred Marie Jones Marsh, 72, of 

Hilliard, passed away December 3, 2022. 
She was born June 10, 1950 in Norfolk, 
Virginia to the late Reddin Marvin and 
Laura Mae Jones. Mildred loved playing 
bingo, crocheting and spending time with 
her family. In addition to her parents; she is 
preceded in death by her husband Richard 
A. Marsh; and a step-son Glenvi Marsh.

She is survived by her two children 
Roger (Susan) Gibson, Jr. and Dana 
(Tony) Testone; four step-children Russell 
(Amy) Marsh, Sam (Tina) Marsh, Darren 
(Christine) Marsh and Elvie (Nikki) 
Meredith; several cherished grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

A celebration of life will be held 
Thursday, December 8 from 5 -7:30 p.m. at 
Shepard-Roberson Funeral Home.

Condolences may be expressed at www.
shepardrobersonfh.com.  

Arrangements by Shepard-Roberson 
Funeral Home, Folkston. Eleanor Evelyn Wakefield 

Eleanor Evelyn Tennant 
Wakefield, 83, of Callahan, 
passed away Sunday, November 
20, 2022. She was born May 
25, 1939 in Ogdensburg, New 

York, to the late John F. Earl and Helen 
Rheome Earl. The words loving, kind, 
caring and giving all describe mom as 
she would help all in any way possible. 
She especially made sure everyone had 
something to eat. If you needed help mom 
was always willing and would not take no 
for an answer. She was the foundation of 
our family, always there when we needed 
her. She loved the holidays and cooking for 
her family and friends. All who loved her 
dearly will never forget her humor, tenacity, 
wit, charm, grace and undying love and care 
for them.

She was preceded in death by her 
spouses, Richard David Tennant and Roger 
Wakefield; her son David Jon Tennant; 
daughter Pam Marie Mixon; siblings 
Wanda Burdick, Mansel Earl and Carl Earl; 
grandchildren Tisha Allen, Kaitlyn Tennant 
and Justin Shoup; and her fur baby Toto 
joined her shortly after her passing. 

Eleanor is survived by daughters Penny 
(Rick) Millson, Peggy (Shawn) Smith, Amy 
(Darryl) Burden, Abby (Allen) Davies and 
Tina (Jim) Shott; sons Ricky (Heather) 
Tennant, Richard (Jessica) Tennant and 
George (Bernadette) Wishart; many 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren; and 
a host of other relatives and friends.

A private family “Celebration of Life” 
will be held at a later date.

Arrangements by Cedar Bay Funeral 
Home, Jacksonville, 714-1110.

Helen Elizabeth Sikes 
Helen Elizabeth McCullars 

Sikes, 83, of Hilliard, passed 
away November 30, 2022. She 
was born November 5, 1939 to 
the late Rufus Leon McCullars 

and Della Register McCullars. In addition 
to her parents; she is preceded in death 

Jodi Wood Piper 
Jodi Erin Wood Piper, 

44, of Patterson, New Jersey, 
formerly of Callahan, passed 
away November 9, 2022. Jodi 
was born September 13, 1978 

in Jacksonville. She grew up in Callahan, 
where she attended church. She attended 
local schools and was a cheerleader.  She 
was a lovely person, both inside and out. She 
won the Miss Nassau County beauty contest 
and fellow contestants also elected her as 
Miss Congeniality. Jodi was predeceased by 
her grandparents James and Jeanette Glass; 
grandfather Ed Wood, Sr.; and her brother 
John Wood. 

She is survived by her son Johnathan 
Thomas Piper of Jacksonville; longtime 
companion Javier Ardin of Patterson; 
parents Ed Wood, Jr. and Judy (Thom) 
Rogers; sister Jamy (Chris) Champney; a 
step-sister Lisa (Alex) Horton; grandmother 
Marie Wood; and many other extended 
family members.

Memorialization by cremation. Her final 
resting place will be at home in Callahan.  

Like us on Facebook! www.aabottledgas.com

757-1924
12601 N. MAIN ST. • JACKSONVILLE 

879-2400
450044 SR 200 • CALLAHAN

Open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

$3 OFF
Any Size 
Propane 
Cylinder

With this Coupon. Expires 12/31/22

Industry for many years. Later, he worked 
as the plant manager of the Ethanol Plant in 
Douglas. He then moved to South Carolina 
to manage the Ethanol Plant in Kingstree, 
South Carolina for 15 years. After retiring, 
he moved back to Broxton and began 
his business of Hidden Acres Growers 
Greenhouses, where he specialized in 
Boston Ferns and Geraniums for 21 years. 
After closing his greenhouses, he spent the 
past several years growing and tending his 
garden, raising cows and chickens, where 
he loved sharing his vegetables and eggs 
with his neighbors and friends. He attended 
Broxton First Baptist Church. 

He is survived by his wife of 61 years, 
Tommie S. McQuaig; five children Perette 
(Anthony) Morris of Willacoochee, GA, 
Terry (Jerome) Steptoe of Douglas, GA, 
Earlie T. McQuaig, Jr. and JeanAnn (Ray) 
Miller, all of Tifton, GA and Seth (Leigh 
Ann) Thomas of Irwinville, GA; ten 
grandchildren Ashleigh Morris (Daniel) 
Hunter, Amber Lyrae Morris, Aeron Ray 
(Kiley) Morris, Shad Steptoe, Harrison 
Steptoe, Chisum Steptoe, Paul McQuaig, 
Fisher McQuaig, Danielle Miller, Meagan 
Miller and Reilly Thomas; seven great-
grandchildren; sister-in-law Barbara Smith 
(Raymond) Lane; and lifelong friend 
Charles (Ann) Lee of Callahan; and several 
extended family members and friends. 

The family received friends prior to the 
graveside service held Friday, December 2 
at Rocky Pond Cemetery with Rev. George 
Carroll Paulk officiating. 

Ricketson Funeral Home was in charge 
of the arrangements. 

Condolences may be expressed at: 
www.ricketsonfuneralhome.com. 

by her husband, Samuel Jacob Sikes; a 
granddaughter Christina Johnson; brother 
Buddy McCullars; and sister Geraldine 
Griffin.

She is survived by her two children 
Denise (Frank) Tolosi and Sandra (Mike) 
Tolosi; four grandchildren Lisa Tolosi 
(Brandon) Jones, Candace Parker, Carrie 
(Josh) Deon and Jacob Tolosi; seven great-
grandchildren; one great-great-grandchild; 
and a number of nieces and nephews

The family received friends prior to the 
funeral service held Saturday, December 3 
at Shepard-Roberson Funeral Home with 
Rev. Tim Hall officiating. Burial followed 
at Mill Creek Cemetery. 

Condolences may be expressed at: 
www.shepardrobersonfh.com.  

Arrangements by Shepard-Roberson 
Funeral Home, Folkston.

Obituaries are published free of charge. 
news@westsidejournal.net

   www.mywestsidejournal.com



Pamela J. Soulé
attorney at law

Providing legal services including:
	 •		IRS	Taxpayer	Representation
	 •		Tax	Planning	&	Preparation
	 •		Estate	Planning
	 •		Probate
	 •		General	Practice

(904) 628-0635 Call	to	schedule	your	appointment!

Since 1996

Jacksonville
4812 San Juan Ave.

Callahan
542412 US Hwy. 1, Suite D

Email:	Pam@CountryTaxPrep.com
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www.koelectricjax.comER13015366   CMC1250761

Expires December 30, 2022Expires December 30, 2022

$85 
AC Diagnosis
Check Pressure, Amps, 
Coils and Components

10% OFF 
New AC System 
& Installation

In Loving Memory of 
Betty Jo Hagan Allen

December 11, 1931 – December 11, 2022

Happy 91st Birthday, Momma…we think of you 
every day. We miss you, our guardian Angel.

We love you,
Terry and Tamie

RIP 12/7/20

WE BUY TIMBER
3 Acre Minimum

B&V TIMBER
Bulldozer, Excavator and Tractor Work Available

(904)845-2804
Hilliard

DINSMORE FLORIST, INC.
904-768-7444

Your All Occasion Florist
Yes, we Deliver!

10452 New Kings Rd.
Jacksonville

www.dinsmoreflorist.com

Finalists for County 
Teacher of the Year Announced

Nassau County School District 
recently announced the top 5 Finalists 
for County Teacher of the Year. Teachers 
are chosen from each school and then 
compete for the County Teacher of the 
Year. A Gala will be held January 27 to 
announce the County Teacher of the Year. 
We have two teachers from the west side 
being represented. 

Christa Shipper, Callahan Elementary 
School, 2nd Grade. Teaching is my 
passion, my purpose…it is more than 
a job for me! The potential impact I am 
able to have on students inspires and 
motivates me to be my best, to listen 
more, learn more, and love more than I 
did the day before. My classroom is led 
with compassion. It is my firm belief 
that if students know they are loved, 
encouraged, and shown respect, they will 
find success in school. Success does not 
always mean a perfect score; success in 
my classroom is highlighted by a “can-do 
attitude” and never giving up, even when 
the work is a challenge. I teach for my 
students, for their smiles, laughs, stories, 
and determination, and for those moments 
when they realize the true meaning of 
success, that by having a positive attitude 
and not giving up, their full potential has 
been reached. I teach to make an impact! 

Amanda Sauls, Callahan Intermediate 

4th Grade Math, Science, and Social 
Studies. I teach to make a difference. As 
each new year begins, you are entrusted 
with a new class of students and their 
families. Through teaching, I have the 
privilege of investing in my students' 
hearts and minds daily. Whether I am 
supporting their social, emotional, or 
academic needs, they know I am there 
to encourage them each step of the way. 
Each day brings forth a new opportunity 
to create life-long learners and build 
relationships with students, their families, 
our community, and my teammates. I 
can make an immense impact by doing 
exactly what I have been called to do and 
am truly passionate about. 

The other three teachers are: 
Solomon Johnson, Emma Love Hardee, 
Fernandina; Heather McBee, Wildlight 
Elementary; and Chad Wykle, Yulee High 
School. 

Christa Shipper Amanda Sauls

Collections are once again happening for 
Toys for Tots! There are drop boxes at all the 
County Fire Stations, Ace Hardwares, grocery 
stores, drug stores, Westside Journal, etc. For 
a complete list of locations, visit our website, 
www.toysfortots.org. 

Toys are collected through Christmas as they 
continue to try and ensure all needs are met, 
even delivering toys on Christmas when there 
has been a need. Donations of NEW unwrapped 

toys may be dropped off at any location! Distribution Day is Saturday, December 
17. Volunteers are needed to help sort and bag toys. To schedule a time to volunteer, 
please call Susan Purvis, T4T Coordinator, at 904-716-2462! 

DONATE TOYS TODAY!  

Collecting for Toys for Tots Nassau
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            33rd Annual         Dayspring Village

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Dayspring Village is seeking volunteers to help share the gift of Christmas 

with the mentally ill residents. Often the holidays are the toughest time of 
the year for the mentally ill and each year the gift of the giver makes a life 
changing impact on the lives of these individuals.   

How to get Involved:
1. Contact Ashley Turner, Secret Santa Coordinator at 904-845-7501 or 
   ashleyt@dayspringvillage.org.
2. You will be assigned a resident and their ‘wishes’.
3. Have your gift wrapped and back to the facility by December 23rd.
4. Baking – If you like to bake we would love to have you sponsor the evening 
   snack for the residents!
5. Music – If you have a musical talent you would like to share we invite you to come and perform!

Dayspring Village is a state licensed limited mental health assisted living facility that is focused 
on serving the needs of adults with schizophrenia. If you would like to learn more or we can 
be of any assistance, please contact Douglas D. Adkins, Administrator at 904-583-0134-cell or 
dadkins777@bellsouth.net – Please consider becoming a volunteer this Christmas season, the gift 
you make in the life of others will truly change lives around you. 

www.dayspringvillage.org AL #5766

God Bless and Merry Christmas! 
Call today! 845-7501

           Tillman Roofing 
Shingles • Metal • Flat

Roof Repairs & Roof Maintenance 

904-845-8280
FAX 904-527-1463 • www.tillmanroofing.com
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

CCC1327969/CGC1512791

Congratulations Brody! 
Brody Singley, a sophomore at West Nassau 

High School, competed at the FHSAA (Florida 
High School Athletic Association) Class 2A 
Swim Meet in Stuart, Florida on November 18. 
He placed 2nd in the 500 Freestyle with a time 
of 4:31.43; and 3rd in the 200 freestyle with 
a time of 1:42.31. Brody is the first swimmer 
from West Nassau High School to compete and 
place in a state meet and now for the second year 
in a row, as he competed and placed last year! 
Congratulations again, Brody! 

CMS Band Student 
Earns High Honor

Callahan Middle School eighth 
grader, Zion Daniel, was recently 
chosen to represent Callahan in the 
Florida Bandmasters Association All-
State Middle School Honor Band. Zion 
will travel to Tampa in January and meet 
with 120 other talented musicians from 
around the state to rehearse and perform 
a concert at the Florida Music Education 
Association's Annual Conference. This 
is the third time this year that Zion has 
received recognition for his talent.  

This past summer, he and fellow 
eighth grade student, Riley McGinley, 
were chosen to represent Callahan in 

the first ever 7 Star Honor band held in 
Daytona Beach. 

Most recently, Zion, along with 
Taylor Schumacher and Lily Berner, 
were selected as members of the Duval/
Nassau Honor Band which will meet in 
January. Congratulations, Zion!  


