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“But you, O LORD, are a shield around me; you are my glory, the one who holds my head high.” - Psalm 3:3
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Pray 
to God for 
Our Nation!

2nd Annual Woods and Water 
Family Fun Day

Saturday, April 1 - Register Now!

The 2nd Annual Woods and Water 
Family Fun Day will be held next 
Saturday, April 1 from 9:30 a.m. until 
3:30 p.m. The event will be a fun-filled 
day with activities for children and 
parents alike. The event is hosted by 
Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranch at Camp 
Sorenson, 1023 Retreat Acres Road, 
located off of CR 121 in Hilliard. 

The purpose of the event is to 
promote the importance of quality 
family time and introduce children (of 
all ages) and their families to some 
outdoor fun! Some of the featured 
activities will be fresh water 
fishing (fishing poles provided 
or bring your own), archery 
and various other outdoor 
games and activities. There 
will also be face painting 

and hay rides. Admission is FREE for 
the event! There will also be FREE 
barbeque sandwiches or chicken for 
lunch. 

Everyone who fills out a registration 
card or pre-registers is automatically 
entered to win door prizes and there 
are lots of them! There will be a FREE 
t-shirt for pre-registered children 16 and 
under. You can register your children 
and family by scanning the QR Code or 
register when you arrive! 

The event is being sponsored by 
local businesses and churches. Sponsors 

are still needed for the event to 
make it bigger and better. This 
is a great chance to get out 
and have some fun with your 
family! For more information 
call Bob at (904) 845-7286.

Hilliard Approves Final Plat 
for Whisper Ridge Subdivision
Dawn S. West

The Hilliard Town Council 
met Thursday night for their 
last regular meeting of March. 
The first order of business 
was the approval of the Final 
Plat for the Whisper Ridge 
Subdivision and acceptance 
of the Performance Bond 
for Completion of the 
Infrastructure Improvements 
for the subdivision. The 
town council approved 
the Preliminary Plat for 
Whisper Ridge on October 
20, 2022. The subdivision 
will be located at the 
corner of Kings Ferry 
Road and Old Pineridge Road and will 
construct 70 homes on the 26 acres of 
property.  

The next order of business was 
a presentation by Patrick Dangelo, 
representing the Florida Rural Water 
Association (FRWA). The FRWA is 
a member based organization with 
over a thousand members, most in 
small systems, leading in training and 
emergency response. 

“I have recently been working with 
the Public Works department with the 
location of all the utilities in the town. 
During this time, we have been taking 
snapshots of the entire town 
system to help to reduce 
the down time when a 
problem arises,” said 
Dangelo. “The staff 
has been great to 
work with and very 
helpful. Currently we 
have recorded 102 
hydrants, over 100 
valves, 237 manholes, 
8 lift stations, plant assets 
and energy assessment. The 
initial draft is almost complete for 
your consideration. I recommend the 
council adopt this Asset Management 

Program by resolution. All the work I 
am currently doing is paid in full by the 
D.E.P.  To be considered for principal 
forgiveness/grant opportunities with 
DEP SRF, an Amp Plan must be adopted 
and implemented before completion of 
construction. Failure to do so can lead 
to grants being turned into loans.”

Parks and Recreation Director Gabe 
Whittenburg requested approval to 
begin searching for seasonal staff, at the 
same pay rate as last year, as summer 
approaching. The council approved the 
request. 

In other business, the council 
approved to amend the current 

Legal Services Contract to 
increase the Principal 

Attorney hourly rate 
from $150 to $165; and 
Associate Attorneys 
hourly rate from $115 
to $125. 

The council 
approved the payment 

of $12,000 to Mittaurer 
& Associates, Inc. for 

project: FDEP Oxford Street 
Force Main rerouting.

The next meeting of the council will 
be Thursday, April 6 at 7 p.m.

If  you love someone struggling with drug or alcohol use, you may feel 
alone and unsure where to turn for help. That is where Parents of  Addicted 
Loved Ones (PAL) can help. PAL weekly meetings provide a structured, 
evidence-based curriculum to give you the tools you need to encourage your 
loved one’s recovery without enabling their addiction. Equally important is 

the opportunity to network with other parents and loved ones struggling with the same issues, for support 
and fellowship.  The free and confidential meetings are held on Mondays at 6 p.m. at the Northeast Florida 
Baptist Association in Yulee; and Wednesdays at 6 p.m. at the Hilliard Library. Come and learn new ways to 
deal with your loved ones and gain a better understanding of  addiction.For more information, call (904) 
703-7847 or email at tashiad210@gmail.com. There is hope!

Get Help NOW!
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1 lemon cake mix
8 oz. Cool Whip

1 egg
powdered sugar

Mix first three ingredients. Roll balls of dough into powdered sugar. Place on a 
cookie sheet flatening slightly and bake at 350º for 10 minutes.

In the Kitchen... Lemon Cookies

PNEUMAN 
HOMES, LLC
904-452-6032
Custom Homes 
and Additions

CBC 057302

Build Stronger
Build with Craftsmanship

Build with Integrity

State Certified for Nearly 25 Years
Proverbs 24:3

TIME TO GET THOSE 
POOLS READY!

We have 
Liquid Chlorine!

Brandies

Callahan         879-3456

SUPERIOR 
STUMP GRINDING

EXCAVATOR SERVICES

904-699-8957

• Skid Steer/Dirt Work
• Excavation/Drainage
• Driveway/Culverts
• Property Line Clearing
• Pond Embankment Cleaning

• Tree Removal/Trim/Chipper
• Bush Hogging
• Demolition
• Dump Trailer Service
• Reclaim Overgrown Property

Licensed & Insured Locally Owned & Operated

FLOORING
SOLUTIONS

v LAMINATED COMPOSITE/WOOD

v VINYL TILE/TOILET INSTALLATION

v FLOORING REPAIRS/TEAROUTS

v BASEBOARD/CHAIR/CROWN MOULD

904-618-0859

LOCALLY OWNEDFREE ESTIMATES v

St. Marys Riverkeeper Opposes Mining Operation on Trail Ridge

Emily Floore, Executive Director/
Riverkeeper 

St. Marys Riverkeeper is a 501(c)3 
private environmental advocacy 
organization formed in 2016 charged 
with protecting the St. Marys River. 
Riverkeeper represents the four 
counties (Camden and Charlton in 
Georgia and Nassau and Baker in 
Florida) and many communities 
sharing stewardship responsibilities 
for the St. Marys River. The St. Marys 
River is the focus of the organization's 
work to improve water quality in areas 
designated as swimmable and fishable; 
ensure the river thrives for future 
generations through resiliency projects 
and community partnerships; promote 
low-impact development in a fast-
growing area; seek solutions to water 
quality issues; and advocate against 
industrial threats. 

The St. Marys River forms the 
border between Southeast Georgia and 
Northeast Florida. Arising from the 
Okefenokee Swamp, the river flows 130 
miles to the Atlantic Ocean emptying at 
Cumberland Island National Seashore. 
Bookended by two national treasures, 

our St. Marys River is pristine from 
Swamp to Sea, but a river is only as 
healthy as its headwaters and tributaries.

St. Marys Riverkeeper opposes the 
Mining Land Use Plan Permit submitted 
by Twin Pines Minerals, LLC (TPM) 
for Saunders Demonstration Mine in 
Charlton County, application number 
SAS-2018-00554-SP-HAR, on the 
edge of the Okefenokee Swamp and St. 
Marys River. The company has failed 
to present compelling evidence that its 
operation will not irrevocably harm the 
region’s delicate ecosystem. The St. 
Marys River watershed is too important 
to risk for experimental and untested 
mining methods. 

Riverkeeper’s concerns include 
but are not limited to: water level 
monitoring, process water management, 
water withdrawal, and reclamation 
plan. To read all of Riverkeeper’s 
concerns, see our Public Comment on 
our website.

TPM has a poor record for 
environmental stewardship in Georgia 
and Florida all initiating legal action 
against the company during the past six 
years. While processing tailings at two 
of the four Chemours titanium mines 
on Trail Ridge in north Florida, TPM 
spilled wastewater during Hurricane 
Irma. Because of that and other 
infractions, TPM is still under a Florida 
Consent Order. As a result of their prior 
experience, there is an expectation for a 

Land Use Plan that provides an outline 
of handling environmental catastrophes 
such as spills, berm breaches, or and 
other adverse effects. In Georgia, a 
Clean Water Act civil suit brought 
against Twin Pines-affiliated companies 
of Georgia Renewable Power, LLC 
and Greenfuels Energy LLC in 2019, 
resulted in a $625,000 settlement for the 
plaintiffs. Toxins were being illegally 
discharged into the air and streams 
resulting in fish kills and compromising 
wetlands.

On November 22, 2022, the Secretary 
of the Interior wrote a letter urging the 
Georgia EPD to protect the Okefenokee 

Swamp and stated, “The Department 
will exercise its own authorities to 
protect the swamp ecosystem and will 
continue to urge our State and Federal 
partners to take steps under their own 
authorities to do the same.”  

The U.S. EPA and Fish and 
Wildlife Service have also filed letters 
of opposition. The evidence and the 
number of organizations and people 
in opposition indicate Georgia EPD 
should reject all state applications from 
TPM and fulfill their mission to protect 
and restore Georgia's environment by 
taking the lead in ensuring clean air, 
water and land.

WNHS Class of 1981 Reunion
West Nassau High School class of 1981 will hold their 42nd Reunion Saturday, 

April 15 at 6 p.m. in Amelia Island Plantation, Fernandina Beach. The cost is $60 
per person and the deadline is Thurs., March 30. Pay by: Zelle/PayPal to: cbc1114@
aol.com; or mail to: Cathy Carter, 55001 Family Court, Callahan, FL 32011. For 
more information email: Westnassauclassof1981@gmail.com.
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Our Lady of Consolation Catholic Church, 541668 
US Hwy. 1, Callahan, will host breakfast with the 
Easter Bunny, Sat., April 1 from 9 - 11 a.m. Free 
breakfast, crafts and photo opportunities with the 
Easter Bunny. Call 879-3662 for more information.
 

ARMS (Abuse Recovery Ministry Services) offers 
classes in your area where women will learn how 
to recognize, understand, and heal from issues of 
domestic abuse. Biblical principles to encourage 
beliefs and behaviors that heal. Call 503-846-9284 
or 866-262-9284 for specific locations and times.

EVENTS AROUND TOWN

Just My Opinion
Roger R. West

NEW CONSTRUCTION
FOR SALE BY OWNER/BUILDER

3BR/2.5BA • 2 AcRes w/PAved RoAd

3769 HigginBotHAm Rd. • HilliARd

FRANKLIN PROPERTIES 
904-813-3510  904-753-1102  845-7576

$549,900

 9’ Ceilings
 Office/Florida Room
 Double Garage
 Premium Vinyl Laminate Floors

 Custom Cabinets
 Granite Countertops
 Spray Foam Insulation 
 Covered Back Porch

3,163 sq. Ft. UndeR RooF BRick Home

NORTH FLORIDA SEAMLESS

  GUTTERS
                 WHEN QUALITY COUNTS!

904.707.1475

SOFFIT & FASCIA • VINYL SIDING
GARAGE DOORS

100% 
Quality 

Guarantee

Freddie Cantrell
Owner

37 YEARS EXPERIENCE!       
 Commercial & Residential                                      Licensed & Insured

CALL NOW 

FOR A FREE 

ESTIMATE!

CALLAHAN POOL SUPPLY
FREE WATER TESTING!

Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
Wed. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Closed Sun. & Mon.

Come 
See Us!

Pool Supplies • Cleaners
Pumps • Filters & More

NEW HOURS!

904-879-3995
542220 US Hwy. 1 • Callahan

Next to Southeastern Bank

CALLAHAN SPEEDWAY
VEGA STATE SERIES RACE!
Saturday, March 25th at 6 p.m.

Admission - $10 (6 years & Under FREE)
RC RACING ALL DAY!

Cart Racing Every Saturday Night at 6 p.m.     For more information, call 904-254-7085

Across from the Northeast Florida Fairgrounds • US 1

Here we go again... the Democrats 
will do anything and everything to 
ruin a man that is only guilty of loving 
America and believes in “America 
First.” Is it just me, or do others sense 
that the entire world has gone to hell 
in a handbasket since President Trump 
was removed from the White House? 

Please, someone offer me anything 
that has happened under the Biden 
regime that has had a positive effect on 
America. I would also love to hear about 
anything that Trump predicted, if Biden 
became President, that has not come to 
fruition. I don’t care whether you like 
or hate Trump, he has been right about 
everything. Now a prejudice, liberal 
George Soros funded DA in New 
York is supposedly going to indict and 
arrest Donald Trump this week over 
the weakest of charges, which would 
normally be a misdemeanor. However, 
DA Bragg wants the charge to be 
raised to a felony. First things first, the 
DOJ looked into this same matter and 
refused to attempt an indictment due to 
its lack of prudence. Secondly, if there 
had been a crime committed, when they 
say it was, the statute of limitations has 
passed long ago. 

Alan Dershowitz, a Harvard Law 
School professor, emeritus and noted 
libertarian, made a statement concerning 
the possible arrest as being a “targeted 
injustice” by Democrats. The charges 
are falsifying business records related 
to an alleged hush money payment to 
porn star, Stormy Daniels. The payment 
was not illegal and it did not violate 
campaign finance rules, as the Federal 
Election Commission (FEC) concluded 

by dropping their investigation into 
the same matter. Other federal and 
local prosecutors who have previously 
targeted Trump in every other way 
have also shied away from the case. 
Dershowitz went on to say, “DA Bragg 
is using “made-up laws” to prosecute 
Trump under a federal statute in state 
court.” Dershowitz added, “All decent 
people, whether politically opposed to 
Mr. Trump (as I am) or supportive of his 
candidacy, should be concerned about 
this weaponizing of the prosecutor’s 
office for the political purpose of 
preventing a potential candidate from 
running for office.” 

In all actuality, the banana-
republic style prosecution efforts by 
the Democratic Party are making a 
huge campaign donation to President 
Trump. This last-ditch effort to ruin 
Trump is going to light a fire amongst 
conservatives like nothing we have 
ever witnessed. Never in the history of 
America have we seen such vile actions 
by a political party as we are now seeing. 
The Democrat Party is evil to the core 
and no longer represents anything close 
to being associated with our Republic. 
They truly are a communistic regime. 

As I have stated before, today’s 
Democratic Party is not the same as 
your grandparents’ Democratic Party. 
We, as a free nation (somewhat), are 
so very close to losing our country 
to the socialist/communist, that I am 
extremely concerned. The USA better 
wake up now! If we don’t, we are going 
to wake up one morning and be the 
USSA. 

As always…that’s just my opinion!

Gardening Club of Hilliard News

MOAA Chapter Welcomes 
Vietnam Vet and Astronaut 

The Gardening Club of 
Hilliard held a propagation 
seminar on March 14 during 
their meeting. The speakers 
were Master Gardeners Sarah 
McCullough and Lynn West. 
This was a fun hands-on 
learning session and enjoyed 
by all. All experienced doing 
cuttings and took home three plants. 

Gardening Club of Hilliard meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the 
month at Bethany Episcopal Church in Hilliard at 11 a.m. All are welcome!

The Nassau County chapter of 
the Military Officers Association of 
America (MOAA) welcomed retired 
Marine Colonel Bob Springer as the 
guest speaker during its monthly general 
membership meeting at the Fernandina 
Beach Golf Club. 

A 1964 graduate of the US Naval 
Academy, Col Springer was a Marine 
Corps pilot who flew more than 500 
combat missions in Vietnam. In 1979, 
he was selected to be an astronaut in 
NASA’s space shuttle program. Col 
Springer regaled the members and 
guests with a lively, educational and, 
at times, humorous presentation that 

included dozens of pictures 
and videos of his time as a 
fighter pilot and astronaut.

His initial space flight 
was delayed in 1986 due 
to the Challenger accident 
but he finally went in to 
space aboard Space Shuttle 
Discovery in 1989. Then, in 
1990, he returned to space 
on the Space Shuttle Atlantis 
for a classified mission that 
he could not discuss with 
the audience. The interest 

generated by his presentation was 
evident in the dozens of questions 
posed at the conclusion of his prepared 
remarks.

MOAA is the nation's largest and 
most influential association of military 
officers. It is an independent, nonprofit, 
politically nonpartisan organization and 
the leading voice on compensation and 
benefit matters for all members of the 
military community.  

Anyone interested in joining the 
MOAA Nassau County Chapter, visit: 
www.ncflmoaa.org/about/ or email 
Membership Director, Sonny Mann at: 
sonmann@comcast.net.
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Stability
Pastor Benjie Loyd, River Road Baptist Church, Hilliard

On March 13th, River Road Baptist Church celebrated 
its 50th anniversary. I have had the honor of pastoring this 
local congregation for 13 of those years. A lot has happened 
in those 13 years. Do you remember what the world was 
like before COVID? Anniversaries are a time to reflect 
on the past. These times of remembrance always fills my 
heart with gratitude. Recent statistics reveal that only 5% 

of churches have more people in weekly attendance than 
pre-COVID. God has been good to River Road Baptist 

Church. We are in the 5% that we now have more people attending than we did 
before COVID. 

When I reflect back even further, I am more amazed by the good hand of God. 
Let me just give you glimpse of what the world was like in 1973. The average 
family income in America was $12,900. The average new house cost $32,500. A 
gallon of gas cost .39 cents, minimum wage was $1.60, and the average tuition 
at a 4-year public college was $358.00. There were three significant events that 
happened in January of 1973. Roe vs. Wade legalized most abortions, the Vietnam 
War ended, and the military draft was concluded. In April of 1973, the first mobile 
phone call was made in downtown Manhattan by a Motorola employee. 

Another unique historical fact from 1973 involves the World Trade Center. On 
April 4th, the World Trade Center was opened. At the time of its opening, it was 
largest building in the world. We all remember that the World Trade Center was 
closed and demolished because of the terrorist attack on 9/11. This boggles my 
mind. Who would have ever thought that the little church that started in a house on 
River Road would outlive the World Trade Center? It did. This is not a brag session 
about the greatness of River Road Baptist Church, this is a brag session about the 
stability and permanence that Christ offers. 

Jesus is the cornerstone of the church (Ephesians 2:20). Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8). Time teaches us all that storms come 
and go. Storms are normal part of our existence in a fallen world. Christians and 
non-Christians both go through adversity. Everybody is building their lives on 
something. The only meaningful is question is: are you building your life on sand or 
on rock? The wise builder will have staying power, because he builds his life on the 
person and the teachings of Christ (Matthew 7:24-27). Christ is a rock and provides 
stability. A life built on sand leads to a great collapse. History and experience teach 
us that Christ is enough!  

   www.mywestsidejournal.comNorth Hilliard Baptist Church, 552823 US Hwy. 1, 
will observe the Lord’s Supper Sunday, March 26 at 
the 11 a.m. service. 

North Hilliard Baptist Church, 552823 US HWY1, 
Indoor Yard Sale will be held Friday, March 31 and 
Saturday April 1 from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

CHURCH NEWS

• Sales 
• Service
• Installation

Nassau County's #1
HVAC Contractor

904-947-2665
www.HugginsAC.com

CAC1819448 Customer Appreciation Day!
Your LOCAL Plumber for Over 35 Years
BERT

NORMAN'S
PLUMBING, INC.

24 HOUR 
Plumbing 
Service

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

STRAIGHT FORWARD PRICING

904-225-5888
www.NormansPlumbing.com

$15 OFF
ANY SERVICE

With this Coupon

Call Today to 
Speak to a 
Company 

Representative, 
Not an Answering Service

CFC1427061 • CUC1224633

BERT NORMAN'S PLUMBING

SERVING CALLAHAN, YULEE, 
FERNANDINA & NORTH JACKSONVILLE

Gateway to Life Ministries 
Assemblies of God International Fellowship 

All are Welcome to Join us for Worship
Sundays 10:30 a.m.   Wednesdays 7 p.m.

Psalm 45:1

37837 Eastwood Road • Hilliard

Welcome Spring!

$1 OFF 
ANY SAUCES 

OR RUBS

20% OFF
GRILLING 

ACCESSORIES

Like us on Facebook! www.aabottledgas.com

757-1924
12601 N. MAIN ST. • JACKSONVILLE 

879-2400
450044 SR 200 • CALLAHAN

Open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

$3 OFF
20 LB. & UP 
CYLINDER 

REFILL
Expires 3-31-23

Come visit your 
BBQ Headquarters!

IT’S GRILLING TIME! 

NCSO's Drone Unit 
Attends Discussion in Tallahassee 

Last week in Tallahassee, 
Senator Tom Wright, District 08, 
held a panel discussion on drones 
and government regulations 
surrounding them, during the 
Committee on Military and Veteran 
Affairs, Space and Domestic 
Security. The goal of this panel is 
to discuss security standards for 
drones used by government entities 
and provide an opportunity for the 
Senators on the Committee to hear 
how government regulation of 
drone usage affects the end users. 

NCSO's Detective Danielle 
Shough travelled to Tallahassee 
to attend the meeting in order 
to provide input from the Nassau County Sheriff's Office Drone Unit and give 
perspective to the panel members so they could fully understand the effects that 
government regulation can have on the individuals utilizing a variety of drones to 
better protect communities across our state.

Shown are: NCSO Detective Danielle 
Shough (center) in Tallahassee at the State 
Capitol Building with two members from 
the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office.

Nassau County Teen Court
Join us for Teen Court! Real Teenage offenders…Real Crimes…Real Court 

Sanctions handed down. All by Teen Attorneys, Jurors and Court Officers.
Next Session: Tuesday, March 28, 2023

We need you to volunteer to serve on our Jury today! Stay in touch by phone 
or emails! Sign-in between 5:30 to 5:45 p.m. Jeans and collared shirts required for 
boys; and modest dress for girls. Court begins promptly at 6 p.m. and is over by 7 
p.m. 3 Hours Community Service for each Court Session!

We are always seeking new students to serve as Attorneys in Court. Anyone 
wishing to learn and serve in this position, just serve on the jury and speak to the 
coordinator about joining the team! 

Court meets at the Robert M. Foster Judicial Center in Yulee. Simply show up, 
sign up and serve on the Jury. Call Nancy, the coordinator, at 904-548-4520 or 
email nbeasley@nassaucountyfl.com.
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Customer Appreciation Day!

879-3459 • 449645 US Hwy. 301 • Callahan
Serving Callahan for 60 Years

Oil Changes • AC Repair • Electrical Repair • Computer Diagnostics 
Transmissions • Engine Removal & Installation • U-Haul Rentals

Saturday, 
April 1st

10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Free Hot Dog,

chips & a drink!
Thank you to 
our amazing 
customers!

Dirt Work
Excavator Work
Extreme Bush Hogging & Mulching

904-518-0349

C&C LAND PROS
WWW.CANDCLANDPROS.COM

Licensed & Insured

OREMC Foundation 
Celebrates Grant Awards

Next application deadline for grant requests is April 7
The Okefenoke REMC Foundation 

is pleased to announce grants totaling 
more than $42,000 were awarded to 
14 organizations in the first quarter of 
2023, including four in Nassau County:

Barnabas Center in Callahan, 
received a $3,000 to support its mobile 
food distribution program providing 
healthy food for hungry families in 
Nassau County. Accepting the award 
presented by OREMC Foundation 
Trustee Ramona Jones was Barnabas 
Center Chief Development Director 
Tania Yount and Front Office 
Receptionist Joyce Knox.

The Nest, in Yulee, has moved to a 
new location and their $3,000 grant will 
assist in furnishing counseling rooms 
and stocking a new Baby Boutique 
offering much needed baby items to 
families in need. Financial Manager 
Rhonda Hall was thrilled to accept the 
grant from OREMC Foundation Trustee 
Ramona Jones.  

Pinky Promise, in Callahan, is 
a resource center for women who 
have been diagnosed with cancer and 
strives to offer them products—wigs, 
sleep caps, scarves/head coverings, 
camisoles for mastectomy patients, 
chemo gift bags—free of charge to help 
them feel beautiful inside and out. The 

$4,000 grant presented by OREMC 
Foundation Trustee Ramona Jones and 
accepted by Founder Sybil Purvis and 
Board member Dawn West, will help 
them reach more women in need.

The Storehouse, in Callahan, will 
help stock the shelves of its food pantry 
with their $2,500 grant. Serving 300 
families with a twice-monthly food 
distribution, The Storehouse ministry 
helps feed families primarily in Nassau 
County, but also Camden and Charlton 
counties in Georgia. Vice President 
Carrie Mizell gratefully accepted the 
grant from OREMC Foundation Trustee 
Ramona Jones.

The OREMC Foundation is a 
launchpad for community development 
supporting education, community 
health and economic development 
in the six Georgia and two Florida 
counties OREMC serves. Currently, 
OREMC unclaimed capital credits 
are the primary funding source. The 
Foundation Trustees meet quarterly 
to review applications and make grant 
awards based on funds available.

The next grant application deadline 
is Friday, April 7, 2023. Applications 
and information are available online at 
oremc.com/foundation.

NCSO Marine Unit 
Helps Rescue Couple 

On Monday, March 20, 
the Nassau County Sheriff’s 
Office Marine Unit and Nassau 
County Fire Rescue responded 
to the St. Marys River to help 
a couple and their dog who had 
been stranded for over 4 hours. 
The couple told the deputies 
they were leaving Cumberland 
Island to return to St. Marys 
when they ran into some motor 
issues. Thankfully they were 
only treated for mild hypothermia and taken back to downtown St. Marys along 
with their dog.

Tuesday, March 14
 Dustin Alan Dontigney, 36, Hilliard: Battery Domestic Violence
Wednesday, March 15
 Timothy Allen Blount, 39, Hilliard: Violation of Probation Community 
Control
Sunday, March 19
 Jacob Thomas Frazier, 20, Callahan: Battery Domestic Violence (x 2); 
Aggravated Battery with Deadly Weapon
 Christian Gynel Williams, 32, Hilliard: Battery Domestic Violence

Police Reports
Names, Addresses and all information appearing in the Police Reports are taken from the Sheriff’s 

Department files and do not necessarily indicate guilt, only that arrests were made or charges were filed.

A New Look At An Old Price
Interior/Exterior Custom Painting

Matthew D. Fisher, Owner

904-333-3262
www.mnlop.com

Professional Painting with a Personal Touch
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Look for us on Facebook!

Serving western Nassau County for over 20 Years!

CRC#1328655

NEW HOMES
ON OUR LAND OR YOURS!

904-838-6136
Lee Greene

YOUR HOMETOWN BUILDER!

Pamela J. Soulé
attorney at law

Providing legal services including:
	 •		IRS	Taxpayer	Representation
	 •		Tax	Planning	&	Preparation
	 •		Estate	Planning
	 •		Probate
	 •		General	Practice

(904) 628-0635 Call	to	schedule	your	appointment!

Since 1996

Jacksonville
4812 San Juan Ave.

Callahan
542412 US Hwy. 1, Suite D

Email:	Pam@CountryTaxPrep.com

Spring Vendor
& Food Truck Market

Westside Journal Visits Colorado!
Geri Lewis was very fortunate to spend about six weeks in Vail, Colorado, 

during the Christmas holidays with her daughter Holli Lewis Jarrett. While there, 
they visited Aspen, Breckinbridge, Beaver Creek, Frisco, Gypsum, Minturn, 4 
Eagle Ranch and many other mountain towns and resorts and of course, they 
brought along the Westside Journal, too!

NCSO Volunteer Spotlight
James Dionne, Sr., affectionately 

known as Mr. Jim, is a faithful volunteer 
with the Nassau County Sheriff’s Office 
fleet division. He selflessly serves 
NCSO every Monday and Friday and 
has done so for the last fourteen years. 
In the 2022 calendar year alone, Mr. Jim 
contributed nearly 400 hours. When 
he started volunteering with NCSO he 
was a member of the Volunteer Patrol. 
While on Volunteer patrol he checked 
on seniors, helped with funerals, and 
assisted with traffic. He has also helped 
with multiple searches and even secured 
crime scenes when he was on post. 

Before volunteering with NCSO, 
he spent 39 years serving in the Army, 
including fighting in the Vietnam 
War, and retired as a Staff Sergeant. 
Following retirement, he worked as a 
mechanic for Ryder Trucking for 25 
years. Today, you can find him in the 
Fleet division where he services agency 
vehicles and teaches and mentors the 
younger mechanics. He shows them 
better ways of doing things and they 
look to him as a role model. Mr. Jim 
often makes himself available on days 
he is not scheduled to volunteer, will 

NCSO Explorers Attend Training

This past weekend Nassau County Sheriff’s Office Explorers attended the 
Florida Sheriffs Explorer Association-FSEA Spring Delegates Competition & 
Training which was hosted by Osceola County Sheriffs Office. Explorer Posts 
throughout Florida came together to train, compete, network, and plan for future 
training opportunities. 

The following NCSO Explorers brought home awards: Elianna Riley won 3rd 
place at first time rim fire target shooting, Anjelica Miller won 2nd place at first 
time rim fire target shooting, and Isaiah Walton won 1st place at first time rim fire 
target shooting. The Explorers also trained in low light building search, defensive 
tactics, hostage negotiation, tactical med, and tourniquet application. 

We are super appreciative 
for the generosity offered 
by Sheriff Marcos Lopez 
and the men and women of 
the Osceola County Sheriff 
Office for hosting this spring 
delegate event, it was a huge 
success!

travel out of town to pick up equipment, 
and is always thinking about officer 
safety. 

His commitment to this agency has 
led to at least two offers of employment 
which he has humbly declined because 
he wants to give his time and talents to 
our agency. Volunteerism is a natural 
part of his life and the NCSO Fleet 
division has been enriched beyond 
measure by Mr. Jim. His positive 
attitude, efforts, and faithful service 
deserve to be recognized.

Mr. James Dionne, Sr.
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VETERANS ASSISTANCE
Disability • Healthcare Pension • Aid & Attendance 

904-548-4670

FREE General Admission (Starred events * fees may apply)
A Family FUN Event! FUN for EVERYONE!

Visit www.swpa.ag or call 904-845-7133 for more details.

Schedule:
9 am -1 pm Registration Booth • Raffle • Auction Items
9 am - 2 pm  Vendor & Exhibit Areas Open to the Public
9 am - 2 pm  Loader Competition (Must be 18 to participate)
9 am - 2 pm  Truck Rodeo and Skills Competition (Must be 18 to participate)
10 am - Noon Petting Zoo for Kids
10 am - 2 pm  The Meltdown Obstacle Course and Bounce House
10 am - 2 pm Chainsaw Carving
Noon - 2 pm  Face Painting
1 pm - 2 pm  Raffle Wrap-Up

Saturday, April 1 - Family Event! Fun for Everyone! - FREE Admission!
Latest Logging Equipment, Trucks and Technology, Equipment Simulator, Loader 
Competition, Truck Rodeo & Skills Test, The Meltdown Obstacle Course, Bounce House, 
Petting Zoo, Face Painting & More!

Southeastern Wood Producers Association
Loggers supporting Loggers in Georgia and Florida since 1990
Call 904-845-7133 or visit SWPA.ag for more information.

Lead Sponsors

Spring Vendor
& Food Truck Market

Saturday, March 25
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

The Anchor Church
541798 US Highway 1 • Callahan

Come Shop Over 60 Vendors! 
Take a Photo with the Easter Bunny!

  NOW
HIRING!

Hilliard High School 
Prom King & Queen 

Delaney Vennard and 
Austin Dinwiddie

NSCO Visits Hilliard Elementary
Students at Hilliard Elementary School were thrilled recently to have a visit from 

the Nassau County Sheriff’s Office, as community helpers. The students enjoyed 
a hands-on visit with one of the NCSO K9s, who loved the little ones. They also 
enjoyed climbing in and out of the vehicles! 
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It is illegal to discriminate against any person because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin in the sale, rental, financing, appraisal of housing or in the provision of real estate brokerage services. If you 
believe you have been discriminated against or would like further information about your rights or obligations under the Fair Housing Act call Jacksonville Area Legal Aid at 904-356-8371.

SERVICES
CHRISTIAN CLEANING SERVICE! Relief is on the 
way! I’ll clean your house so you don’t have to! Call 
Tammy at 904-870-2910. 32323 

C & C LAND PROS offers extreme bush hogging 
along with installing culverts and driveways. Licensed 
and Insured. Call (904) 518-0349. tfn 

UPHOLSTERY: ROWLAND’S, for a free estimate 
email a picture to: dexter@rowlandsupholstery.com. 
Remember upholstery fabric is 3 times more durable 
than new furniture fabrics. Call 904-879-5130 or 904-
398-1653. tfn 

AFFORDABLE TREE SERVICE, trimming/removal, 
licensed and insured, difficult removal specialist. 
FREE estimates. Call 904-349-0869. tfn 

FOURAKER MECHANICAL HEATING & AC. 
Installation and service of all brands! Locally owned 
& operated. FREE estimates! Call 945-5404. tfn  

PAINTING! A New Look At An Old Price. Interior/
Exterior  Custom, Professional Painting and more. 
Fully Insured. Call 904-333-3262, www.mnlop.com. 

GLISSON LAWN CARE & MORE, LLC. FREE 
estimates! Licensed & Insured. Mowing, edging, 
blowing, weed eating & landscaping. Owner Dustin 
Glisson, 904-452-3086. tfn 

ROBERSON POWER WASHING! New Year 
Special: Complete exterior house wash $150 and up; 
Driveway Pressure washing $125 and up! Licensed 
and Insured. Call 904-626-3488. tfn 

AIR POWER HEATING & AIR: Installation and 
Service. Serving Nassau County. Mention this ad to 
receive 10% OFF. Call (904) 314-8892. CAC1815504 

LEVELED UP TRACTOR SERVICE, Hilliard. Tractor 
work, bushhogging, dirt work. Licensed & Insured. 
Call 904-626-6380. tfn 

LOCAL PALMS 904-434-5769 Property and 
Land Management Specialists. Lawn care, home 
improvement, tractor work and more! tfn 

C & C SAW & MOWER: We fix lawnmowers, tractors, 
chainsaws, weedeaters, outboard motors and more! 
Call Chuck at 904-507-9263. tfn 

THE MOWER & SAW SHOP! Lawn equipment 
repairs both 2 and 4 cycle. Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. 
- 5 p.m. Call (904) 472-0600. tfn

LADSON CONCRETE: Driveways, 
patios, sidewalks, slabs, extensions 
& more. FREE estimates! Call Gage 
at 904-631-5038. eow

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Deadline is Tuesdays at Noon
879-4180  •  news@westsidejournal.net

CANTEBURY OF HILLIARD is accepting 
applications for 2BR apartment waiting list. We 
are an Equal Housing Opportunity with Rental 
Assistance for Elderly (age 62+) Disabled 
or Handicapped (regardless of age) with or 
without children. RENT BASED ON INCOME. 
Applications available at all times outside of the 
office at: 37119 Cantebury Drive or call (904) 
845-4496. TDD 1-800-374-4463, Monday – 
Friday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. This institution is an Equal 
Opportunity Provider and Employer. tfn

SEEKING EXPERIENCED DRIVER/LAWN 
TECHNICIAN, must have a clean valid driver’s 
license, transportation and be dependable. Call 904-
879-6709 for an interview. tfn 

LOOKING FOR DIRECT CARE STAFF for 
individuals who are developmentally challenged. 
Must have HS Diploma or GED and pass background 
screening. Yulee/Fernandina area, call or text 904-
507-9976 for more information. tfn

LOOKING FOR OUTGOING REAL ESTATE 
AGENT! Want to be a part of a winning team? 
ERA Fernandina Beach Realty is looking for full 
time REALTORS for the Callahan & Yulee offices. 
Year-round training available, newly established 
mentoring and coaching programs and virtual 
specialty programs for all agents. Call Karen at 904-
261-4011 and be a part of a winning team! tfn

WANTED LANDSCAPE LABORERS, no experience 
or license needed. Call Danny at 904-251-4963. tfn

ED’S COMFORT SOLUTIONS, Inc., Yulee, is looking 
to grow our team in the positions of DUCTWORK 
INSTALLERS, SERVICE TECHNICIANS and 
CHANGEOUT LEADS. Pay with NO experience, 
starts at $14/per hour for Ductwork Installers. Pay for 
Service Technicians and Changeout Leads ranges 
from $18 - $30/per hour based on experience. 
Minimum hours of 40 per week. We proudly offer 
IRA retirement, Health Insurance, Life insurance, 
Commissions, PTO, Uniform, Work Boot and Tool 
Program. Must have a valid driver’s license and 
be able to pass a pre-employment drug screening. 
Please call 904-225-5651 to schedule an interview! 

FULLTIME ELECTRICAL FOREMAN & HELPER 
needed with options of 4-10 hour days. 401k 
and insurance options. Starting pay depending 
on experience. Email resume to: chendry@
hendryelectrical.net or call 904-314-2544 for more 
information. tfn

HIRING IMMEDIATELY! Experienced Water Well 
Driller, CDL & clean driving record required, must 
pass drug test. Call 904-509-7371 for more details. 

Dependable person to CLEAN HOUSE, $15/hour; 
good references required; days flexible, Callahan 
area, 904-635-0737, leave message. 32323

NOW HIRING! Summer employment: Open position 
for residential packing with our professional moving 
business. Offers free training. $13 per hour with 
room to grow. Must have own transportation. APPLY 
NOW! Submit Resume to webbleepacking@gmail.
com. For further questions please call 904-908-7584. 

Looking for dependable WORKERS for established 
lawncare business. Please call 904-813-9727.

EMPLOYMENT

MOBILE HOME bathroom remodeling or repairs. 
All types of mobile home and deck repairs. Call 
879-9631. tfn

CANTEBURY OF HILLIARD is seeking 
MAINTENANCE person to perform general 
maintenance, repairs and turnkey. Applications 
available at all times outside of office at: 37119 
Cantebury Drive, Hilliard; or call (904) 845-4496 
TDD 1-800-374-4463. This institution is an Equal 
Opportunity Provider and Employer. tfn

HANDYMAN

FOR SALE

E-Z REPAIRS! Home repairs: Full remodels, decks, 
plumbing, roofing, flooring, siding, interior/exterior 
painting, etc. 25 years experience. FREE estimates! 
Call  Tom at (904) 586-5078. 33023

SHIPPING CONTAINERS FOR SALE! Please 
contact Tina Barnes at 904-714-4310 ext. 1. tfn

JERRY’S OPEN AIR MARKET: Open every day! 
FRESH PEANUT BRITTLE, fresh tomatoes & 
cucumbers, fruits and vegetables, jellies and jams, 
sugar can syrup, 100% raw honey, apple cider and 
more! 904-715-0060. 33023

WE BUY JUNK CARS! Call Laid Back Scrap 
Removal at 507-9580 or 879-1595. 

WANTED TO BUY

Taking applications for 3BR/1.5BA HOME, Hilliard 
city limits, CH/A, W/D connection. Text for additional 
information, 904-509-2539. tfn

RENT

MULTI-FAMILY YARD SALE! Friday & Saturday, 8 
a.m. – 2 p.m., 54594 Spring Lake Drive, Callahan. 
2-bedroom suites, dining room suite, entertainment 
center, couch, tools, yard and kitchen items, jewelry, 
clothes, books & household item. Too much to list!

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 8 a.m. until? 44654 Artesian 
Blvd., off US 1 south, Callahan. Toys, clothes, 
household items, games, books, etc. Too much to 
list!

KINGS FERRY COMMUNITY YARD SALE! Friday, 
March 31 & Saturday, April 1 (no joke) from 8 a.m. – 
3 p.m. northeast of Hilliard off CR 108: Kings Ferry 
Road, Haddock Road, Middle Road, Lessie Road, 
etc. Follow the signs! 33023 

YARD SALES

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING. Repairs, FREE 
Estimates on New Installations. Licensed & Insured. 
Owner Timothy Reeves, Reeves Climate Control 
(904) 238-8492. tfn 

ADDISON TRACTOR WORK: Dirt Work, 
Bushhogging, Discing, Tree Trimming and Pressure 
Washing. Free Estimates! Call 904-616-0068. 33023

SOUTHEAST SOFTWASH 
PRESSURE WASHING! 
FREE Estimates! Residential & 
Commercial. Homes, roofs, concrete 
& more. Call Carter, 904-891-7047.

RBJ TIMBER, INC. Forestry, 
Mulching and Mowing, call for quote: 
Bruce Musgrove (904) 437-9842 or 
Josh Musgrove (904)626-4240.

AUCTION
FRANKLIN MINI STORAGE of Callahan will hold a 
PUBLIC AUCTION Saturday, March 25, 2023 at 11 
a.m. Two units will be auctioned. One is all tools, and 
the other is furniture and household goods. 541468 
US HWY 1, Callahan, 904-879-0544. 

ROLPH’S AUCTION DEPOT presents Online 
Estate Auction! Auction will start March 22 and 
end on March 30. Pickup will be in Deland, Florida 
on Sunday, April 2 from 12 – 5 p.m. Link to the 
auction: https://florida.hibid.com/company/72370/
rolphs-auction-depot. Fry visible has pump, other 
gas pumps, advertising signs, vintage oil bottles in 
carrier, service station Bell system, Nathan Airchime 
P2 Locomotive Train Horn, bicycle, compressors, 
riding lawn mower, 6-foot concrete bear, motorcycle 
trailer (holds 2 bikes), tools, furniture, antique 
simplicity lawn tractors, chainsaws, Weedeaters, 
antique tire changing machine, Troy-Bilt weedeater, 
limb saw, gas edger, Harley Davidson parts, Harley 
Shirts, Harley belts, Harley jackets, Harley signs, 
ladders, tool boxes, 2 bedroom suites, Ethan Allen 
table and chairs and China cabinet, 90 PC set of 
China, estate full and so much more! Address will be 
on invoice; call 904-983-8679.32323

EMPLOYMENT CONT.

Classified Deadline is 
Tuesdays at noon.

904-879-4180

COUNTRY HOME, 2,200sf, western red cedar, 3 
spacious bedrooms, 2BA: 1st bath has large Grecian 
tub; 2nd bath has large soaking tub and walk-in 
shower; large eat-in kitchen recently updated with 
granite countertops; 20’x40’ steel workshop; working 
greenhouse; completely fenced house yard; large 
fireplace; Callahan area on 3 ½ acres, $490,000. 
Call 904-635-0737. 33023

LAND & HOMES 
FOR SALE

JOURNEYMAN LINEMAN POSITION: Okefenoke 
REMC is now accepting applications for two (2) 
Journeyman Lineman positions in Hilliard, Florida. 
A complete job description and application are 
available online at: oremc.com/employment or 
application can be picked up at any of our offices 
Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. Applications will 
be accepted until 5 p.m. on Friday, March 31, at any 
of our offices or emailed to jobs@oremc.com. The 
Co-op reserves the right to cancel any and all bids. 
Okefenoke REMC is an Equal Opportunity Employer/
Drug Free Workplace. 32323

HOME HEALTH AIDES COMPASSIONATE 
CAREGIVERS are needed to assist our Nassau 
County clients. FT/PT and as needed assignments 
are available. Training is provided. Please apply 
online at: www.bestfriendshomecare.com. 33023

SERVICES CONT.

Don’s small EnginEs
Small Engine Tune-Up & Repair
Lawn Mowers
Weed Eaters
& More
904-859-3991
donssmallengines5@gmail.com            Veteran Owned

PIANO, GUITAR, UKULELE AND DRUM 
LESSONS! All ages, 4 years to adult. 
Experienced teacher. www.joelpacepiano.com, 
joelpace@juno.com, 904-766-9544. $85/month. 

NTS has an immediate opening for an experienced CDL Class A Truck 
Driver at our Jacksonville, FL Branch operation. This is a local driving 
position. Please read the job requirements. This candidate needs to be 
able to drive an 18-wheeler/manual transmission. 
Job Requirements:
 • High school graduate or equivalent.
 • Must be able to operate a Manual Transmission.
 • Must be proficient in proper loading procedures.
 • Ability to run an HD forklift & work in the yard/warehouse between driving duties.
 • Should be at least 25 years old with a minimum of 5 years of commercial delivery  
   experience, prior construction equipment delivery is a plus.
 • Current valid Class A Drivers’ License with no preventable accidents within the last 
   3 years.

The successful candidate will be a team player, able to work a flexible schedule to meet 
our customer’s needs, read/write English, be forklift certified, and lift up to 70 pounds. Will 
be required to load, deliver & pick up shoring equipment and other duties as assigned.

Why work for NTS?: 
We offer a competitive salary with a generous comprehensive benefit package.
 • Excellent medical, dental, and vision discount plan
 • 401(K) retirement plans with company match
 • Team Ownership Program (TOP) which grants an annual stock award to every full-
   time active employee. TOP is unique for a privately held company but offered to 
   show how much we value our employees.
 • Flexible spending and health savings accounts 
 • Basic and Voluntary life and disability insurance 
 • Paid Time Off that starts to accrue on the first paycheck.   
 • 8 paid holidays 
 • Paid Birthday and Work Anniversary Holiday
 • Incentive bonus plans 
 • Tuition reimbursement

Please send a resume or job history to jimhamilton@ntsafety.com 

NATIONAL TRENCH SAFETY
NOW HIRING!

CDL CLASS A TRUCK DRIVER 

See photos at
www.millscreekservices.com

904-414-5129• Land Clearing
• Site Work
• Final Grade
• Gravel Driveways
• Concrete Driveways Insured

EAGLE 
LAWN CARE

904-813-9727
904-879-2518

WWW.EAGLELAWNCARENEFL.COM

OF NORTHEAST FLORIDA
SPRING CLEANUP SPECIAL! 

LAWN & LANDSCAPE SERVICES
TRACTOR WORK & MORE

LICENSED & INSURED

SAVE BIG on a new 
HVAC System!

904-713-9600

www.tropicaire.net
“Perfect Temperature Any Season”

#CAC057369

We can help you, too!

WE’RE HELPING YOUR NEIGHBORS 
STAY COMFORTABLE! 
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Ammons'
HOUSE PLANS

Specializing in Home Design 
Garages • Additions

FREE Consultations!
904-707-9890

HILLIARD YOUTH FOOTBALl

Annual Meeting
Wednesday, March 29th

at 6 p.m.
Stein Tompkins Sports Complex 

175355 Bay Road • Hilliard
For more information, contact Hal Keene at 904-860-1202 or Deanna Brown at 904-521-5816.

HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

904-254-2768
DRYWALL & STUCCO 

REPAIR, PAINTING 
& MORE!

NORTHEAST FLORIDA 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

MITCHELL TANNER

HOWARD & SON
APPLIANCES & MORE

Washers • Dryers • Stoves
30 Day Warranty on All Appliances!

Name Brand Overtsock Items 
Baby Items • Home Décor

Small Household Appliances
We buy broken appliances! Will pick up!

904-554-4238
542464 US Hwy. 1 • Callahan

Across from BP

Residential • Commercial • Auto Glass • Shower Enclosures

259-6070

9
0
4

Get a windshield 
replacement through 

your insurance or 
spend $200 or more 
and receive 2 FREE 
Steak Dinners at 

Cross Creek!

33 East Macclenny Ave. • Macclenny
Mack R. Peebles III - Owner

           Tillman Roofing 
Shingles • Metal • Flat

Roof Repairs & Roof Maintenance 

904-845-8280
FAX 904-527-1463 • www.tillmanroofing.com
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

CCC1327969/CGC1512791

COMMERCIAL PRINTING AT ITS BEST!
Full Color Business Cards • Brochures • Flyers

Color Copies • Resumés • Wedding Invitations
UPS • Computer Workstations

Conveniently located across from Badcock Furniture • US1 • Callahan
Quality Printing Since 1976

879-2305

Election Connection
How Do I Know My Vote Really Counts?

Stan Bethea
A question often asked is: “How do 

I really know my vote really counts?” 
It is an excellent question and one that 
deserves an answer. Answering the 
question, however, is complex. 

Election administrators have to 
balance the voter’s right to a secret 
ballot against the transparency legally 
required to ensure a fair and secure 
election. Picture this. You go to the bank 
and deposit a bunch of coins. Once the 
coins have been accepted, deposited 
and credited to the correct account, 
the coins are intermingled with other 
coins in the till. It is no longer possible 
to determine which coins came from 
which depositor.

Now pretend the coins are ballots. 
Once the ballot is voted and counted, 
it is intermingled in the “till” with all 
the other ballots. A voter cannot be 
connected to his or her vote.

“But what about counting the votes?” 
you ask. Voting machines, or tabulators, 
are tested before each election to 
determine if they are correctly counting 
ballots and tallying votes.

Before each election, a pre-marked 
deck of test ballots is counted by each 
tabulation machine. If the results of 
the test run are correct, the tabulator 
is deemed to be usable for an election. 
If not, it is removed from service and 
repaired to working order. 

After an election, one of two types of 
audits is performed.

The first type is what Florida Statute 
refers to as a Logic and Accuracy Test, 
where a race and a precinct are chosen 

at random. Ballots from that precinct 
are retrieved and counted by hand.  

The second type of audit scans 
all ballots using a tabulation system, 
separate and independent from the first 
system.

In both cases, the audit results are 
compared to the original vote counts to 
ensure correct tabulation.

Remember, if there were a way 
to connect individual voters to their 
ballots, then voting results would be 
known to all. This knowledge would 
remove the secrecy of the vote.

In short, if a voter could “see” that 
their vote counted, it would be possible 
for everyone to know how that voter 
voted, thus destroying secrecy.

Remember the coins I mentioned 
at the beginning? A bank credits the 
sum of the coins to the depositor, but 
it doesn’t keep track of which coins he 
or she deposited. Likewise, we in the 
election industry, do not keep track of 
who votes for whom or what.

I hope this explanation sheds light 
on how votes are counted. 

Please email me at 
NassauElectionConnection@gmail.
com with your election-related 
questions. Who knows, your question 
may be the basis for a future article.

Stan Bethea is a life-long resident 
of Nassau County, currently serving as 
Director of Information Services for the 
Duval County Supervisor of Elections 
Office. Stan has over 17 years of 
experience supporting over 50 successful 
elections.



FREE WEDNESDAY 
COMMUNITY 

DINNER
5 p.m. • Walk up 

Callahan Methodist 
Church

Located beside 
Callahan Elementary School
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OBITUARIES

904.613.1898

The SmartChoice© 
Eradicator

It has proven itself to be 
VERY EFFECTIVE in REMOVING 
SULFUR and IRON from your water.

Call Steve McDonald

We can bring the 
Water Wagon 

to your home to 
get you the 

Quality Water your 
family deserves!

Nothing else is made like 
or works like the

It even removes iron!

Got Stinky Water?

The Water Boys

Give us a 
call today to 
find out what 
the Eradicator 
can do for you.

Check out our website at
www.waterboysmacclennyfl.com

Mary Cindy Adams
Mary Cindy Adams passed 

away on January 14, 2023. 
Cindy recently retired from 
SanMar in Jacksonville. She 
was loved by her family, 

friends and colleagues. Some knew her 
as Mary or Cindy, but she was known as 
“CiCi.” She had a heart of gold and loved 
her family and friends. 

A celebration of life service will be 
held Saturday, March 25 at 6:30 p.m. at 
her daughter’s home, 44002 Squirrel Way, 
Callahan. All those who knew her are 
welcome to attend.  

Sandy Edenfield
Sandy Edenfield, 59, 

stepped from this world into the 
presence of Jesus on March 15, 
2023. She was born May 19, 
1963 in Jacksonville. She was 

a longtime resident of Folkston, Georgia 
and a member of Little Phoebe Primitive 
Baptist Church. If she could speak to us to 
day she would tell of the wondrous beauty 
of heaven and tell us all to wipe our tears 
and cry not for her. With every drop of rain 
and ray of sunshine to close our eyes and 
feel her near. For she will never be more 
than a heartbeat away. Standing with Jesus 
to welcome her home were her parents 
Charlie and Emmie Wright; and parents in 
love Zelton and Sue Dixon. 

Sandy was a wife of 35 years to her best 
friend and husband, Elder Floyd Edenfield; 
mother to Brandon (Destiny) Pooser, Brandi 
(Casey) Chriswell; and Sugar, her 4-legged 
fur baby; grandmother to four wonderful 
grandchildren Emmie, Madison, Mason and 
Miles; sister to Debbie Platts, Doug Wright 
and Francis Herrera; and many extended 
family members and friends loved Sandy. 
Each of them will feel the heartache of her 

Jimmy Claude Cowart, Sr.
Jimmy Claude Cowart, Sr., 

78, of Hilliard, passed away 
Monday, March 20, 2023. 
He was born January 5, 1945 
in Folkston, Georgia, to the 

late Claude Mack Cowart and 
Beulah Allen Cowart. He proudly 

served his country in the US Navy. Jimmy 
attended the Church of God. He retired 
from the United States Postal Service after 
33 years of service. His favorite pastime 
was spending time with his grandchildren.

In addition to his parents; he is preceded 
in death by a sister Barbara Ann Chesser; 
three sisters-in-law Faye Harris-McLaurin, 
Mary Alice Manning and Janice Harris; 
five brothers-in-law Elmo Harris, Mitchell 
Harris, Caroll “Hoppy” Manning, W.A. 
Hodges and Kenny Smith; and seven 
nephews Elton Harris, Jr., Burnette Harris, 
Shawn Harris, Danny Chesser, Neal 
Chesser, Ronnie Chesser and Steve Chesser.

He is survived by his wife of 56 years, 
Beatrice Cowart; four children Tammy 
Cowart, Tina (Bill) Carroll, Jimmy Cowart, 
Jr. and Latasha (Arliss) Carter; two sisters 
Zona Jeanette Hodges and Betty Sue Smith; 

Loretta Griffis Conner
Loretta Griffis Conner, 92, 

of Hilliard, went home to be 
with her Lord and Savior on 
March 18, 2023.

Loretta was born April 27, 
1930 in Baker County, to Ernie and Nellie 
Osteen Griffis. She married the love of 
her life, Clyde W. Conner, on January 17, 
1948 in Folkston, Georgia. Loretta drove 
a school bus for 28 years for the Nassau 
County School District. She loved spending 
time with her family, friends and neighbors. 
Loretta was preceded in death by her 
husband, Clyde W. Conner; her son Gerald 
D. Conner; parents Ernie and Nellie Griffis; 
brothers D.L. Griffis, Alan Griffis, Frank 
Griffis and Wayne Griffis; and sister Juanita 
Griffis Conner.

She is survived by her sons Lawrence 
A. (Mary) Conner and J. Stan (Karen) 
Conner; grandchildren Jason (Heather) 
Conner, Jessica (Joey) Pazzalia, Ryan 
(Amanda) Conner, Miraj (Nicholas) 
Misiaszek and Catherine (Mac) Reddick; 
great-grandchildren Tyler, Rilyn, Katelyn, 
Clyde, Adelaide and Emmeline Conner; 
brothers Joe (Mavis) Griffis and Harold 
(Angie) Griffis; sisters Ernie Mae Griffis 
and Bonnie (Otis) Varnes; and many loving 
nieces, nephews and their families.

The family will receive friends Saturday, 
March 25 at 10 a.m. prior to the funeral 
service at 11 a.m. at River Road Baptist 
Church, 21067 CR 121, Hilliard, with 
Pastor Eddie Griffis officiating. Interment 
will follow at Conner-Green Cemetery, 

Thomas Howard Buchanan
Thomas Howard Buchanan, 

75, of Folkston, Georgia, 
passed away Tuesday, March 
14, 2023. He was born July 4, 
1947 in Sharon, Pennsylvania 

to the late Hugh Buchanan and Phyllis Jean 
McClimans Buchanan. He attended the 
Folkston Methodist Church.

He is survived by his wife of 41 years, 
Pamela Buchanan; three children James 
Russell Buchanan of Rome, Georigia, 
Bridget Maria Lindsey of Folkston and 
Jessica Ann (Joseph) Martin of Woodbine; 
sister Pamela (Jeffrey) Hicks of Hilliard; 
brother Wray (Janell) Buchanan of 
Waycross; seven grandchildren; and five 
great-grandchildren.

A celebration of life service was held 
Sunday, March 19 at Shepard-Roberson 
Funeral Home with Rev. Robbie Paulk, 
Bro. Tommy Griffin, Bro. Rob Gillis and 
Bro. Randy Sapp officiating. The family 
received friends prior to the service. 
Memorialization was by cremation.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
that donations be made to St. Jude’s 
Children’s Hospital.

Condolences may be expressed at: 

www.shepardrobersonfh.com.  
Arrangements by Shepard-Roberson 

Funeral Home, Folkston. 

14150 Pond Fork Hollow, Hilliard.
Pallbearers will be Matthew Conner, 

Tyler Conner, Josh Conner, Brent Johnson, 
Dustin Williams, Chris Griffis and Chad 
Conner as Honorary Pallbearer.

The family would like to extend a 
heartfelt thank you to the nurses and staff 
at Community Hospice at St. Vincent’s of 
Jacksonville.

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral 
Home, Callahan, 904-879-1770. 

Visit: www.nassaufh.com to sign the 
family’s guest book. 

two brothers-in-law Elton Harris and Grant 
Chesser; three sisters-in-law Maxine 
(Johnny) Everly, Debbie (Dean) Woehrle 
and Caroline Harris; three granddaughters 
Sara Carter, Ansley Carter and Rylie 
Carroll; and numerous nieces and nephews.

The family received friends Wednesday, 
March 22 at Shepard-Roberson Funeral 
Home. The funeral service was held 
Thursday, March 23 at Folkston Church 
of God with Bishop Rob Gillis officiating. 
Burial followed at Bethlehem Cemetery in 
Nahunta, Georgia.

Condolences may be expressed at: 
www.shepardrobersonfh.com.  

Arrangements by Shepard-Roberson 
Funeral Home, Folkston. 

DINSMORE FLORIST, INC.
904-768-7444

Your All Occasion Florist
Yes, we Deliver!

10452 New Kings Rd.
Jacksonville

www.dinsmoreflorist.com
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Carolee McAllister Geiger
Carolee McAllister Geiger, 

94, of Jacksonville, went to be 
with the Lord on March 12, 
2023. She was born February 
4, 1929, in her parents’ home 

in the Garden City community of north 
Jacksonville. She was a loving wife, mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother; 
always caring about her family. She loved 
the Lord and was a faithful member of 
Garden City United Methodist Church since 
1940. She was predeceased by her husband 
of 66 years, Leonard E. Geiger, Jr; her 
parents Carl and Blanche McAllister; sister 
Rosalie West; and brother Jake McAllister. 

She is survived by her son Larry 
Geiger; daughters Rita Geiger and Lynne 
Geiger; grandsons Lee (Allison) of St. 
Augustine; Jason (Diane) of Callahan; 
great-grandchildren Colby, Chase and 
Reagan; sister-in-law Martha McAllister; 
and several nieces and nephews.

The family received friends Thursday, 
March 23 prior to the funeral service held 
at Garden City United Methodist Church, 
Jacksonville. Interment followed at 
Jacksonville National Cemetery. 

Her grandsons, great-grandsons and 
nephews served as pallbearers.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to the Garden City United Methodist 
Church, Memorial Fund, 3057 Dunn 
Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32218.

Condolences may be expressed at: 
www.corey-kerlin.com.

Arrangements by Corey-Kerlin Funeral 
Home, Jacksonville, 768-2956.

Eddie Lee Jordan
Mr. Eddie Lee “BB” 

Jordan, 67, of Callahan, known 
and loved by all as BB (Bogey 
Bear) went home to be with the 
Lord Sunday, March 12, 2023. 

He was born November 29, 1955. Today 
we bow in humble submission to the will of 
God to thank him for the life of Eddie “BB” 
Lee Jordan. 

He was a fun and loving man. BB was 
born to the late Henry and Margaret Jordan 
in Lessie, Florida. He attended the local 
schools in Callahan. BB married the late 
Mary Alice Jones Jordan and began his life 
in Callahan. BB was skilled at masonry. 
He used his talents while working for Jim 
Sawyer as well as working with his good 
friend Randy Higginbotham. BB loved his 
family and friends and showed it in multiple 
ways. He could always be counted on for a 
good laugh. BB was a devout Florida Gator 
fan. No one cheered or cut up more than he 
would at a Florida/Georgia game party.

He leaves to cherish his memories, 
loving and devoted mother-in-law, Alice 
Jones; children Bernard Jones and Carlita 
(Cathy) Jordan; grandchildren Brittany 
Jones, Briana Jones and Trevon Jones; 
four great-grandchildren; two great-great-
grandchildren; siblings Henry Jordan, 
Violet (Stanley) Griffin, Marilyn (Bruce) 
Manning and Jacquelyn (Alvin) Davis; 
and a host of other relatives and loving 
friends. 

The family will receive friends Saturday, 
March 25 from 9-11 a.m. prior to the 
homegoing service at 11 a.m. at Mt. Horeb 
Missionary Baptist Church, 58552 Coopers 
Neck Road, Hilliard. 

Arrangements by Sara Carter Funeral 
Home in Jacksonville.

James Franklin McGee, III
James Franklin 

“Jeff” McGee, III, 80, of 
Thomasville, Georgia, passed 
away Monday, March 13, 2023 
at his residence. James was 

born May 6, 1942 in Canton, Ohio, to the 
late James Franklin McGee, II and Lois 
Inez Huffmaster Bennett. He worked as the 
Chief of Maintenance for Flowers Bakery. 
He will be missed by all who knew him.

Jesse Anthony Sims
Jesse Anthony “Tony” 

Sims, 63, of Hilliard, passed 
away Wednesday, March 15, 
2023. He was born November 
22, 1959 in Limestone, Maine 

to Jesse Alvie Sims and Clara 
Frances Stregles Sims. Tony was a 

United States Navy Veteran, after serving 
11 years. He retired from the Nassau 
County School System where he was in 
charge of intercoms and fire alarms.

He is survived by his parents Frances 
and Jesse Sims of Hilliard; his wife Bonnie 
Sims; four siblings Debra (Mike) Nickola, 
Patrick Sims, Kenny (Sherryl) Sims and 
Tracey (Danny) Conner; seven children 
Melissa (Scott) Dalton, Joshua (Kim) 
Sims, Amanda Long, Bridgett (Mark) 
Whitener, Ricky (Stacey) Lee, Chris Lee 
and Shawnee O’Neal; 17 grandchildren; 
best friend Charlie Reed; and many nieces 
and nephews.

A graveside service was held Tuesday, 

Elsie C. Watkins
Elsie C. Watkins, 77, of 

Hilliard, went to be with our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on 
March 14, 2023. Elsie was born 
in Meadows of Dan, Virginia 

and attended the College of William and 
Mary, where she met her loving husband, 
Spotswood. The two were wed in 1965 and 
travelled Europe together before and after 
Spotswood left the US Army. They settled 
down in Hilliard in 1975, and welcomed 
two children, Spotswood Jr. and Sarah. 
Elsie owned and operated the Regina Motel 
in Callahan. Following its closing, she ran 
her own bookkeeping and tax preparation 
services out of her home until her death.

Elsie was an amazing cook and an avid 
crafter. All who knew her were both well-
fed and kept warm by her creations. She 
will be greatly missed by all.  Elsie served 
as Worthy Matron of Hilliard Order of the 
Star multiple times.

The family would like to thank Pastor 
Gerald Wollitz and the congregation of 
Rivers Edge Church, where Elsie was a 
beloved member. Their kind and loving 
support during this difficult loss has been 
immeasurable.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that 
a donation be made to Rivers Edge Church 
in Elsie’s name. The tribute above was 
prepared by Elsie’s loving family.

At her request no service was held. 
Pastor Gerald Wollitz delivered a brief 
message at the end of the service on Sunday, 
March 19.

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral 
Home, Callahan, 904-879-1770. 

www.koelectricjax.comER13015366   CMC1250761

Expires March 31, 2023Expires March 31, 2023

$85 
AC Diagnosis
Check Pressure, Amps, 
Coils and Components

10% OFF 
New AC System 
& Installation

Transmissions • Engines • Diagnostics • Brakes • Tune-Ups
Suspension • CV Axles • Exhaust • Electrical • Window Regulators

Batteries • Oil Changes • Air Conditioners & More!

540439 US Highway 1 • Callahan MV99939

passing in the days ahead. 
The family received friends Sunday, 

March 19 at Shepard-Roberson Funeral 
Home in Folkston. Sandy’s homecoming 
celebration was held Monday March 20 
also at the funeral home with Elders Kyle 
Lloyd, Willis Lee and Randy Strickland 
leading the celebration. Graveside services 
followed at Little Phoebe Cemetery. 

Pallbearers were Cody Dixon, Kevin 
Wright, Hal Gowen, Justin King, Brian 
Edenfield and Richard Lafferty.

Condolences may be expressed at www.
shepardrobersonfh.com.  

Arrangements by Shepard-Roberson 
Funeral Home, Folkston. 

He is survived by his children Jeff 
(Janet) McGee, IV of Callahan, Jennifer 
(Lin) Rhoden of Jacksonville and Royce 
(Mary) McGee of Thomasville, North 
Carolina; grandchildren Aaron Rhoden, 
Mabry McGee (Josh) Burch, Bobby 
McGee, Jeffry McGee V, Zach Rhoden and 
Montgomery McGee; great-grandchildren 
Ryan Burch and Heath Rhoden; and a 
brother Jon (Ruby) McGee of Thomasville.

The funeral service was held Friday, 
March 17 at Whiddon Shiver Funeral 
Home with Billy Wilson and Josh Burch 
officiating. Interment followed at Oak Hill 
Cemetery in Quitman. 

Guests may sign the online register at 
www.whiddonshiverfuneralhome.com. 

March 21 at Pigeon Creek Cemetery with 
Rev. Paul Lucas officiating. 

Condolences may be expressed at: 
www.shepardrobersonfh.com.  

Arrangements by Shepard-Roberson 
Funeral Home, Folkston. 
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12545 N. MAIN STREET
JACKSONVILLE • 757-1888

HOURS: 8:30 AM - 6 PM, CLOSED SUNDAY & WEDNESDAY
We accept Food Stamps
Visa, MC, Discover & AMEX

Check us out on
FACEBOOK

Fresh, Meaty
PORK 

NECKBONES
$100 

lb.
Expires 3-28-23          WJ                                           With this Coupon 

Expires 3-28-23          WJ                               Limit 2 With this Coupon 

$495 
lb.

Cut the way you like!

USDA  Whole 
T-BONES

Expires 3-28-23       WJ                        Limit 2 Packs With this Coupon 

$1395
ea.

Half Hormel
Spiral Sliced

   HAM

Expires 3-28-23           WJ          While Supplies Last With this Coupon 

Lite Pork
SPARE RIBS

$179 
lb.

Expires 3-28-23          WJ                                           With this Coupon

$149 
lb.

2-Pack

PORK
BUTTS

2-3 Pack

8-11 lbs each

OYSTERS!
$85
$45
$25
Expires 3-28-23        WJ                                             With this Coupon

Expires 3-28-23         WJ                                Limit 2 With this Coupon

1/2 BUSHEL

PARTY BAG

50 LB. BUSHEL

$600 
lb.

OX TAILS
by the Case

$90 15 lb. Box

WE HAVE
PINTS

$499 
lb.

Lee’s Smoked

SLAB BACON
Sliced the way you like it!

IF YOU’RE BUYING YOUR 
MEAT ANYWHERE ELSE,  

YOU’RE PAYING TOO MUCH!

WHOLE OR HALF

4-8 LB. 
BAGS

RIBS 
Baby Back  or 
St. Louis Style

$299 
lb.

Expires 3-28-23         WJ                                            With this Coupon

10 lb. Bag Fresh

FRYER 
WINGS

Expires 3-28-23       WJ                                  Limit 2 With this Coupon 

$1795

Expires 3-28-23           WJ                                          With this Coupon 

HOUSTON’S 
MEATS

HOUSTON’S 
MEATS

HOUSTON’S 
MEATS

Prettiest 
Wings in 

Town!

NORTH FLORIDA 
BRUSH CONTROL, LLC
Forestry Mulching • Bush Hogging

Site Prep • Property Access 
Driveways and More! 

BILL DAVIS, Owner/Operator

904-626-0254 
Licensed & Insured • Locally Owned & Operated

www.northfloridabc.com
904-525-2801

SERVICING ALL TYPES OF MOWERS, EDGERS, 
TRIMMERS, BLOWERS AND GENERATORS

Pick-Up & Delivery Available

WE BUY TIMBER
3 Acre Minimum

B&V TIMBER
Bulldozer, Excavator and Tractor Work Available

(904)845-2804
Hilliard

HMSHS Flynn Signs with Seminole State

Hilliard Middle-Senior High School 
senior, Veronica Flynn, recently signed 
her letter of intent to play college 
softball at Seminole State College of 
Florida. Although she has a passion for 
racing go-karts, she has put that passion 
on hold to be a college softball pitcher. 
Flynn received a full-ride scholarship to 
play softball at Seminole State. 

“I can’t thank every coach enough 
that has helped me along the way to 
reach this achievement,” said Flynn. 
“Mainly these amazing coaches: Coach 
David Toledo (Lady Blackhawks travel 
ball), Coach Rick Reynolds (Florida 
Freedom travel ball), Coach Michael 
Bryant, Coach Jake Self, Coach Bradley 

Vennard, Coach Kearsten Holley 
(HHS), and most of all coach Larry 
Kershner (Pitching coach for 7 years).” 

She plans to work towards a degree 
in sports medicine and be a sports 
therapist and coach. She currently 
holds a 3.6 GPA. “Never take your 
time playing for granted, the years go 
by fast. No dream or goal is impossible 
as long as you have the want, the faith, 
and the belief in yourself, without that 
you can’t put in the work required to 
accomplish your goals,” said Flynn. 
“Never give up, keep your head high 
and push yourself. Also, never work as 
hard as the person beside you, out work 
them.”


