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“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; 
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” - Isaiah 41:10 

Front Porch Kettle Corn Goes Retail
Dawn S. West

If you’re lucky enough, you’ve 
had the opportunity to enjoy Front 
Porch Kettle Corn, doing business as 
Front Porch Living LLC. I was first 
introduced to it 
when we visited 
his concession 
trailer at the corner 
of US Highway 
1 and CR 108 
in Hilliard. We 
stopped by and got 
a bag and I was hooked. David Harrison, 
owner/operator, is a Hilliard resident. 
He began the business back in 2010. He 
researched the business and found out 

just how to make it and what it entailed. 
Obviously, after getting his license, he 
started the business. He and his wife sat 
around trying to come up with a name 
and that’s where the original company 
name, “Front Porch Kettle Corn” came 
from. “I wanted something calming and 
down home but not cheesy. Front Porch 
sounds so laid back like many of us are! 
Sitting at the corner in Hilliard is always 
a good time for me,” said David.  “I’ve 

met some great people and they really 
enjoyed my product. That’s where my 
base customers come from. I still enjoy 
going up there and will again soon!”

David got his foot in the door with the 
former Jacksonville 
Suns where he had 
a vending booth 
and popped live. 
He was with the 
Suns about 6 years 

then the Jumbo Shrimp came in. He no 
longer has a vending booth however the 
new ownership purchases his product 
and sells it at the games. David doesn’t 
have much free time, as he also attends 
the Callahan Farmer’s Market (first 
Saturday of each month); festivals, fairs 
and other events. David not only has 
kettle corn but now offers pork rinds 
(Plain, Barbeque, Hot Barbeque, Salt 
& Vinegar, Ranch & Hot Chili lime 

flavors). Let me just say…
they are pretty incredible 
too! 

Recently, he talked with 
the people at Hagan Ace in 
Hilliard about selling his 
Kettle Corn and Pork Rinds. 
He was told that the buyer 
would be at the store in the 
next day or so. Come back 
and talk with him about 

it. David did just that. He 
made sure to bring samples 
in their retail ready bags, his 
display and his story. Hagan 
Ace decided to try it out in 
the Macclenny location to 
begin with as a test store. 
The response was so good 
that Hagan Ace is putting 
his product in all 8 of their 
locations.  

We all love to visit 
Hagan Ace, now we have 
yet another reason to go…
Front Porch Kettle Corn 
and Pork Rinds. The display 
is right past the front door 
on the left. David also had a 
sample station connected to 
his display however due to 
the current crisis, samples 
are not available. What an 
awesome story for a great 
guy from Hilliard! You can also find 
a display in Everything You Salon in 
Hilliard! 

Congratulations David and good 
luck! But…we still will be looking for 

you at the corner in Hilliard sometimes! 
Actually, this Friday, he will be at the 
corner in Hilliard from 10 a.m. until 
around 6 p.m. Go get your snacks! Front 
Porch Kettle Corn is also on Facebook! 

Gaming Rooms Closure Nears
Dawn S. West

We have received 
many calls and emails 
concerning the gaming 
rooms and how they are 
allowed to have so many 
people in their facilities. 
Gaming Rooms are 
classified as ‘non-essential 
entertainment facilities’ 
through the state. During this time of 
the coronavirus outbreak, the County 
Fire Marshal has randomly inspected 
the facilities and found no violations.    

Back in January, the Nassau County 
Board of County Commissioners voted 
to close the gaming facilities in Nassau 
County within 60 days. During that 
time, a couple of the game rooms filed 
an injunction against the county about 

the closures. Tuesday, the Judge denied 
their injunction. 

All arcade/game rooms shall close 
and cease operations by 11:59 p.m. on 
Friday,  March 27 which is  60 days 
from the adoption of the ordinance 
January 27, 2020 or face penalties set 
forth in the ordinance such as  being  
fined up to $1,000/per day which also 
attaches a lien to their property. 

Stay Healthy!
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1 9-inch pie shell
5 slices cooked bacon, crumbled
1/2 cup sharp cheese, grated
1 1/2 cup milk or light cream

5 eggs
1/2 tsp. each of salt and pepper
1/4 cup green onions, chopped
1/4 cup parsley

Sprinkle bacon and cheese in bottom of baked pie crust. Beat eggs, milk, salt, pepper and 
green onions; pour over bacon and cheese. Top with parsley. Bake at 375º for 25 minutes. 
May be served hot or cold.

In the Kitchen... Bacon and Cheese Quiche

Thank you to the
Callahan community!

COVID-19 & Callahan 
Game Rooms

Where is God?

Dear Editor,
Throughout the most difficult time of my 

life, I have been overwhelmed by the love 
and support from this community. Thank 
you for all your 
thoughts, prayers, 
support and kind 
words regarding 
my son, Trent 
Fort. I can never 
express enough 
gratitude to each and every one of you. To see 
a community come together during a tragedy 
and support our family the way you have, just 
amazes me and I’m forever grateful. From 
the person in line next to me who wouldn’t 
allow me to pay for my items, to the pastors 
and churches in Callahan and to those who 
donated their time or services….I thank you. 
From car shows, t-shirt printing to spaghetti 
dinners and countless other fundraisers…I 
thank you.

Thank you for honoring the life of my son 
and allowing me to be part of your Callahan 
family.

4Ever Grateful! 
 Thareus Fort (Trent’s Dad) 

4Ever21…Once A Warrior Always a Warrior

Dear Editor,
I would like to know what’s going on with 

these game rooms in Callahan. Evidently the 
County Commissioners aren’t very concerned 
about the “social distancing” that is supposed 
to be practiced with this virus. The news media 
is telling us that the County Comissioners are 
considering what their next move is. I say shut 
them down IMMEDIATELY. You are risking 
the well-being of those citizens you are sworn 
to protect.

It’s every morning and especially at night 
there are more than 15 cars in the parking lot. 
People standing wall to wall, not wearing any 
protective items that I can see. So I ask the 
question – who is supposed to be policing 
these game rooms. 

The governor and county management 
made the decision to shut down all bars, 
restaurants, our schools and even the beaches 
in Nassau County. So why are these gambling 
places allowed to stay open? I would like to 
know what the answer is.

Frances Conner
Callahan

Dear Editor,
People of America: You ask the question, 

“Where is God?” God has always been here. 
My question to you is, “Where are you?” We 
have become so wrapped up in our daily lives 
and all the “material stuff” that is available 

Letters to the Editor S
Letters to the Editor may be emailed to news@westsidejournal.net but must include a complete 
name. Letters should be no longer than 300 words.
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Get a windshield 
replacement through 

your insurance or 
spend $200 or more 
and receive 2 FREE 
Steak Dinners at 

Cross Creek!

33 East Macclenny Ave. • Macclenny
Mack R. Peebles III - Owner

NORTH FLORIDA SEAMLESS

  GUTTERS
                 WHEN QUALITY COUNTS!

904.707.1475
                                                                                                           Licensed & Insured  

100% 
Quality 

Guarantee

Freddie Cantrell
Owner

CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!       
 Commercial & Residential

DIRT PRO
755-1341

Fill Dirt • Top Soil • Rock
Sand • Hard Pan 

Land Clearing • Pond Digging
Mulching • Stump Grinding

Dirt Leveling & More
FREE ESTIMATES!

TURN YOUR TREES INTO $$$
WE BUY TIMBER

3 Acre Minimum

Bulldozer, Excavator and 
Tractor Work Also Available

B&V TIMBER
(904)845-2804

Hilliard

PNEUMAN 
HOMES, LLC
904-452-6032
Custom Homes 
and Additions

CBC 057302

Build Stronger
Build with Craftsmanship

Build with Integrity

State Certified for Nearly 25 Years
Proverbs 24:3

for us to make our lives “better” that WE 
(Christians as well as the ‘Christless’ people) 
have forgotten about God. 

Sometimes God has to get our attention to 
remind us that He wants us to put our focus 
on Him. How soon we forget 9-11-2001 or 
2008. What happened in 2008? God got us 
in our pocket books. Did we not learn? We 
“suffered” through that. WE bounced back 
and now WE are going full steam again. “Life 
is good.” Oops, Covid-19.

We did not recognize what God was trying 
to tell us in 2001 or 2008. So…here we are 
again. I bet people all across America are 
crying out to the God that most of them do 
not even know. Why have you done this to 
us? Where are you God? Heal my mother, 
father, child. Do their cries fall on deaf ears? 
Yes and no. God hears but, that is not what 
He wants to hear. What He wants to hear from 
the Christian is, “…We have sinned, we have 
turned our backs on You. God, forgive us and 
save our land,” 2 Chronicles 7:14. For those 
who do not “know” God, I am a sinner, Lord 
Jesus come into and inhabit my heart, my 
life and save my soul. Be Lord and Master 
of my life. Be the One Who heals our souls, 
our bodies and our land.” Will God hear that 
sincere plea from people across America? 
Across the world? Most likely not. So why 
are we where we are today? What do WE do 
about it?

Our government, our medical 
professionals, our president seems to be 

doing all they can do to get a handle on this 
blight (covid-19) that has taken over our land. 
Understand, our government, our medical 
professionals, our president do NOT have the 
answers. There is only ONE who does and He 
will reveal that answer to these people when 
and if HE desires to do so.

God has allowed us to be hit where it really 
and truly hurts us. Something that we cannot 
get back in most cases…our health, our very 
physical lives. When will we ever “Wake up 
Amurica?” (Earl Pitts). So, take heed, let us 
learn from this. Let us acknowledge The One 
who can heal our land, Jesus Christ the only 
way, the only ONE who can restore us. 

People without Jesus do not have any 
connection to God. WE Christians are their 
life lines. If God sees fit to allow us to get 
through this terrible time that we are going 
through now and if He dosen’t, we had better 
take up the mantle and wake up and cry out 
to God to save our land and share Jesus and 
be the example to a lost and dying world. 
Christians, they need us, they NEED JESUS! 
Just saying....

Everybody stay safe and live!
Hank Martinez, Sr.

Callahan

Coronavirus Affects All of Us
Dawn S. West

As we continue to deal with 
this crisis, every day brings new 
challenges. The changes are coming 
daily sometimes hourly. Currently, in 
our county and towns, all restaurants 
are take-out only. You can order but 
you cannot eat in the building. Some 
are offering delivery of food to your 
home or business. If possible, make 
sure to help these restaurants out as 
they struggle. Remember, they also 
have employees that they are concerned 
about. Eating from these establishments 
only helps their business during these 
difficult times. Use Goggle to find the 
numbers to call to place your order or 
if you’re elderly, you can call us here 
at the Westside Journal (879-4180) and 
we’ll be happy to look the number up 
for you. 

Local banks have also made some 
changes. Below is the information we 
received from each one: 

Southeastern Bank: Drive-thru only; 
Call for appointments, 879-2619.

VyStar: Drive-thru only; Associates 
available in the drive-thru for questions.

Country Financial Credit Union: 
Regular hours and entry monitored.

Wells Fargo: Drive-thru only; Call 
for appointments, 879-3510.

Many businesses have closed their 
lobbies and are asking people to call for 
appointments to handle their business 
online. The beaches have closed. Many 
of the ‘shopping’ businesses have 
closed their doors for 10 days. They 
are encouraging shopping online and 
having the items shipped to your home.  

People seem to be listening to the 
requests to stay at home unless you 
need something. Wash your hands with 
soap and water and use sanitizer when 
soap is not available. Keep a distance 
between people while out working (as 
much as possible), and cough/sneeze in 
your elbow. We must be adamant about 
following these instructions so that we 
can get rid of this virus and get back to 
normal. 



Just My Opinion
Roger R. West
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 A Word 
From the Publisher

Wow what a huge change of events 
has happened in the last two weeks! It’s 
crazy when you think about it all. Our 
lives have changed drastically. One good 
thing for me during this time, and I’m 
embarrassed to share it, is I have found 
myself in God’s word much more than I 
used to. You see, He is in control. Many 
times I seem to think I am. That’s when 
God sends me a little reminder that it is 
He who carries me through each day. 
Thank you Jesus for your grace and 
mercy!

Two weeks ago, we celebrated my 
sweet mama’s 88th birthday! She loves 
ribs so she chose that as her birthday 
dinner. My mama, as I’ve shared many 
times, is amazing. She is truly an angel. 
She has been through so many medical 
issues these last couple of years and 
she’s cruised through them without a 
sigh. She’s quite the trooper through 
illness, comforter to her children, friend 
to all, and faithful to God in everything 

she does and lover of my daddy through 
it all. They are the cutest couple. I’m so 
thankful to still have my mama as a huge 
part of my life. She’s always there to 
listen and her advice is so soothing. She 
makes everything look better with her 
wisdom. Thank you Jesus for my sweet 
mama!

Later, that same weekend, Roger and 
I ‘enjoyed’ six of our ten grandchildren, 
all under the age of 15. Not sure what I 
was thinking and Roger has asked me 
that numerous times…ha ha! Actually, 

the children were very good and we had a 
great time together! They love spending 
the night at our house and they all get 
along so well together, for the most part! 
Once we got home from picking them all 
up they immediately ran outside to play 
hide-n-seek. They love the game. After 
making a few grilled cheese sandwiches 
and a huge bowl of popcorn they all 
calmed down finally going to sleep after 
midnight. What was I thinking! 

At 7:30 a.m. I was awakened gently 
by a sweet voice saying, “Gammie, I’m 
awake!” And it began again. Hunter and 
I got busy making some sticky buns and 
then grits and eggs! We finally headed 
out to Ft. Clinch in Fernandina. A couple 
of them had never been there or didn’t 
remember it. We loved walking around 
the fort and reading about the history. 
We walked, climbed and walked until 
we were tired! Luckily, I brought some 
snacks and waters to refresh us before 
making a stop at the jetties and the beach. 
Of course, all the girls (4) headed straight 
for the rocks to be mermaids. I was just 
waiting for one of them to hit the water 
but it didn’t happen. The water was 
ice cold by the way. Michael searched 
for sharks teeth while the girls decided 
to dig the biggest hole ever! It was so 
cool watching them be children. They 
were just having fun playing and acting 
crazy but good. It was such a joy. We 
enjoyed a Dairy Queen lunch complete 
with ice cream, of course! It was then 
that I realized Papa had told them they 
could stay another night…huh? It was all 

good. Such great memories we made. I 
know it won’t be too long before some 
of them won’t have any desire to come to 
our house. Enjoy them while we can and 
we sure did! I’m thankful to have had 
that special time with our grandchildren 
before everything went hay wired! We 
are so blessed to have such sweet children 
and grandchildren.

Have a blessed week!  

VETERANS ASSISTANCE
Disability • Healthcare Pension • Aid & Attendance 

904-548-4670

YOUR VOTE MATTERS



You have the 
God-given right to:

LIFE, LIBERTY AND THE 
PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS!

YOU MUST CHOOSE!

Every NO SHOW at  the Polls 
is a YES VOTE for:

Socialism, Poverty, Slavery 
and Death!

CHOOSE 
DONALD TRUMP & MIKE PENCE FOR:

LIFE, FREEDOM AND PROSPERITY!

WHAT WILL YOU CHOOSE?

YOUR VOTE MATTERS!

Paid for by the 
Friends of Truth

I am at a loss for words to explain 
how I feel about what is happening 
in our world. It is unimaginable how 
our lives have changed in just a few 
weeks. Nothing is normal! Well, except 
in Washington. The hate of President 
Trump by the Democrats still rages on. 
I am so outraged with Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi and Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer; they obviously have no moral 
fiber in them what so ever. We as a 
nation are facing turbulent times and 
they (Democrats in Washington) are 
hell bent on playing their anti-Trump 
and anti-American stunts.

We have millions of families that 
have no means of obtaining money to 
feed and provide just the necessities of 
life. This is not the time to play politics, 
but that is just what the sick and 
demented leaders of the Democrat party 
are doing. The bi-partisan relief bill 
would place money directly in the bank 
for all families. There are measures to 
guarantee low income families will 
receive equal money as everyone else. 
There are areas to help industry as well; 
however that is a sticking point for the 
Dems. They say the stimulus legislation 
is overly weighted toward industry. 
President Trump has made it clear that 
industry cannot do buy backs to drive 
their stock prices up. President Trump 
stated, “I want that money to be used for 
the workers and also for the company to 
keep the company going.” 

Do the Dems not realize that when 
this pandemic is over that the people 
will need to go back to work? If we 
allow all the companies to totally sink, 
then where are people going to work. It 
is paramount that we salvage as many 
companies as possible; they are the key 
to financial recovery.

Mark Levin says it best in regards 
to Pelosi. Levin tweeted, “Pelosi’s 
poisonous politics feeds the Wuhan 
virus. She’s exploiting this crisis to 
advance her radical agenda. She must 
be exposed and condemned for the 
diabolical huckster that she is. People 
are sick and dying and Pelosi is playing 
games. Apparently the Trillions the 
Republicans want to spend isn’t enough, 
sickening.” 

What are some of Pelosi’s desires? 
Reportedly part of her laundry list is 
to include legislation to wipe out up 
to $10,000 in student loans per person, 
securing election-security funding, 
demanding green energy mandates and 
airline emissions. Pelosi is blocking 
direct cash payments to citizens! Let’s 
take care of hurting families!

“If my people who are called by 
My name will humble themselves, and 
pray and seek My face, and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sins and 
heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14. 
That is a fact. 

The rest is just my opinion!
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Eric’s All AmEricAn construction, inc.
Over 20 Years Experience

904-486-0503
www.ericsallamericanconstructioninc.com

Locally Owned & Operated
Licensed and Insured

Drywall  Painting  Siding  Home Repairs  Decks  Porchs
Carports  Sheds  New Flooring  Remodels  Home Improvements

Call Today for a FREE 
Estimate!

CGC1517010       CCC1331493

Licensed & Insured             
Locally Owned & Operated

Commercial & Residential Certified Roofer and General Contractor
Proudly Serving NE FL for 25 Years

• Metal Roofing

• Shingle Roofing

• Flat Roofing

• Custom Homes

• Additions

• Remodels

• Garages

• Pole Barns

• Storm Damage Repair

• Insurance Claims

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

Hilliard Town Clean Up 2020
Out of an abundance of caution for the health and safety of 

our Community Volunteers, the Town of Hilliard has postponed 
the Annual Town Clean Up in compliance with the Coronavirus 
guidelines. 

However, the need for Blood Donations is at a higher demand. 
One Blood Big Red Bus will still be here on site at Town Hall, located 
at 15859 West CR 108, Hilliard, FL, to accept any and all donations.  

Save Lives
       DONATE BLOOD

Saturday, April 11
8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. • Town of Hilliard

Donors receive a $20 eGift Card 
and a Free Wellness Check-up

Walk-ins welcome, but to make an appointment, please visit 
www.oneblood.org/donate-now and use sponsor code #33717

It is interesting how Jesus’ words stand the test of 
time. The events of the last couple of weeks have been 
very sobering. We would give anything to have a normal 
day right now. We have seen many of the things that we 
have put our hope in take dramatic and drastic turns. 
For many, we are in unchartered territory. The hope of 
a booming economy is now vanquished. The hope of 
unstoppable progress has been proven to be false. The 

reality is nothing in this world is certain. Everything 
can change in a moment. These times call for serious 

reflection. 
On a personal note, this is not the first time in my life that I have had to live with 

this much uncertainty. I was living in New Orleans when Hurricane Katrina hit. I 
know what it was like to have no idea what our apartment looked like for over a 
month. I know what it was like to live in limbo about the next paycheck or if there 
was even going to be job or a home to return to. I remember one night living in 
someone else’s house as refugee having an honest conversation with my wife and 
telling her even if it is all gone we would be OK. We are God’s children and we 
have each other. 

The reality was that we had lost it all. The apartment that we lived in was destroyed 
and all of the contents were lost. I still had my job, but my wife lost her job. We still 
had each other and we still had Jesus. I look back over these unforgettable times 
and even though they were difficult, they were some of the sweetest times of our 
lives. I do not remember the speaker’s name, but he was talking last week about the 
quarantine. He viewed it as a prison sentence. His advice was to do the time, but 
don’t let the time do you. You can come out of the prison sentence with novel or 
with a venereal disease. Let these disruptive moments in our lives be a novel. In due 
time, you will long for the opportunity to be able to take a break again. In order to 
make this experience a novel, we must use this time of slowdown to let God grow 
deep roots in you and your family.

I shared my personal experience at the beginning of this article to encourage you. 
I want to encourage you by letting you think for a split second that I am awesome or 
that my faith is always spot on. I am not awesome. I have the same fears and issues 
that you have. However, I am absolutely confident that Christ is sufficient for every 
adversity that we will ever encounter. 

Let me leave you with some of Jesus’ most powerful words: “For everyone who 
hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his 
house on the rock. The rain fell, the rivers rose, and the winds blew and pounded 
that house. Yet, it did not collapse, because its foundation was on the rock. But 
everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like 
a foolish man who built his house on the sand. The rain fell, the rivers rose, the 
winds blew and pounded that house and it collapsed. And its collapse was great!” 
Matthew 7:24-27

Christ was enough for us when we were homeless and almost broke. The storms 
come to the wise and the fool. Storms and uncertainty are promised. The foundation 
is everything!

Only Jesus
Pastor Benjie Loyd, River Road Baptist Church, Hilliard

County Library System Closed
Due to the COVID-19 virus, the 

Nassau County Library System will be 
closed until further notice. Book returns 
will remain open for the convenience of 
the public. Library fines will not accrue 
for this time period. Items placed on 
hold will be held at your local library 
until the Library System reopens. 
Interlibrary loan requests and passport 
application processing are suspended 
until the Library reopens.  

Now is a great time to check out 
Cloud Library, our virtual book and 

audiobook collection. It contains over 
200,000 items. Visit: https://www.
yourcloudlibrary.com/ and sign up 
today.

Coming Soon: Hoopla, a collection 
of virtual books, movies, TV series, 
comic books and more, plus Library 
Aware, a monthly e-newsletter filled 
with events and the latest information 
on what’s happening throughout the 
library system. For more information, 
visit: www.nassaureads.com.  

Cloud Library Available
Spending more time at home and need something to read? The Nassau County 

Public Library System provides free access to e-books and e-audiobooks through 
Cloud Library. Cloud Library contains over 200,000 items and is available 24/7. 

It’s as simple as 1, 2, 3 to use.
1. Download the free Cloud Library app at the Apple App 

Store, Google Play or wherever you go to download apps.
2. Log into: yourcloudlibrary.com/ Select your state and 

library and enter your Nassau County library card number and 
pin number.

3. Browse, Borrow and Read.
For more information please visit: www.nassaureads.com.

What’s all the Hoopla About? 
The Nassau County Public Library 

System has added streaming service: 
HOOPLA DIGITAL is here! With 
hoopla digital, Nassau County residents 
of all ages have access to movies, music, 
audiobooks, comics, TV shows, e-books 
and more. The service 
is available 24/7 and is 
free with your library 
card. The hoopla digital 
collection includes fan 
favorite movies, newly released albums, 
New York Times bestselling titles and 
exclusive STEAM educational content 
to enhance each user’s experience.

Hoopla is a groundbreaking digital 
media service that allows residents to 
borrow items using their computer, 

tablet, or phone – and even your TV! 
With no waiting, titles can be streamed 
immediately, or downloaded to phones 
or tablets for offline enjoyment later. 
Content can be streamed from any 
computer, television, mobile device or 

platform by downloading 
the free hoopla digital 
app for iOS, Android, 
AppleTV, Chromecast 
or Roku. The link and 

instructions are located on the library 
website, www.nassaureads.com under 
the e-book tab. Please call your local 
library if you have any questions: 
Bryceville: 904-530-6551; Callahan: 
904-530-6534; and Hilliard.
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Tree & Debris Removal
Extreme Bush Hogging & Mulching
Stump Grinding • Excavator Work • Dirt Work

904-518-0349

C&C LAND PROS
WWW.CANDCLANDPROS.COM

To Our Patient Family,

We have made the decision to reduce our services to urgent/emergent eye care 
only until April 3, 2020 at which time we will re-evaluate.

What does this mean?

Although the physical office will be closed, there will be someone available 
to answer questions, place contact lens orders, schedule appointments, etc. by 
phone from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Monday through Thursday (closed at lunch) and 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. on Fridays. 

Dr. Marks is still available for red eyes, sudden vision changes, injuries and 
other urgent issues for patients. During the hours listed above, please call the 
office at 904-879-2020.

If you have glasses or contacts ordered or ready for pickup, please call and we 
will arrange to meet you outside to dispense to you and make any adjustments 
necessary. Call the office with any questions. 

As always, we are here for you if you need us and if you have any questions 
about your specific situation, feel free to call. 

       Stay safe and healthy!
       Thank you!

Callahan Family 
Eye Center

Your LOCAL Plumber for Over 30 Years
BERT

NORMAN'S
PLUMBING, INC.

24 HOUR 
Plumbing 
Service

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

STRAIGHT FORWARD PRICING

904-225-5888
www.NormansPlumbing.com

$15 OFF
ANY SERVICE

With this Coupon

Call Today to 
Speak to a 
Company 

Representative, 
Not an Answering Service

CFC1427061 • CUC1224633

BERT NORMAN'S PLUMBING

904-713-9600

www.tropicaire.net
“Perfect Temperature Any Season”

for any space!
Comfort Solutions

#CAC057369

America’s #1 Selling Brand of Ductless

Hagan Ace Rounds Up for 
Pinky Promise Foundation

Recently, Hagan Ace Hardware 
Hilliard held a ‘Round-Up’ event for 
the Pinky Promise Foundation. The 
‘Round-Up’ is where any purchases 
made at the store during that time can 
be rounded up to the nearest $1, $5, 
$10, etc. The ‘Round-Up’ amounts are 
donated to the Pinky Promise. Hagan 
Ace Associate Ashton Holmes was 
happy to present Sybil Purvis, Pinky 
Promise founder, with a check for $935. 
Associate Carley Smith collected the 
most money during the event.

Thank you so much to the great 
people at Hagan Ace Hardware for their 
support of this great foundation. Pinky 
Promise Foundation is a non-profit 
organization that serves women who are 
diagnosed with cancer of any kind. They 
provide wigs, head wraps, camisoles, 
chemo bags and much more for those 

going through this horrible disease. 
Pinky Promise is located in Callahan at 
449595 US Highway 301 directly across 
from Callahan Elementary School. The 
hours are Tuesday and Thursdays from 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m., 904-626-2855.

Okefenoke REMC Suspends 
Disconnections and Late Fees 

Okefenoke REMC recognizes 
COVID-19 (coronavirus) is a rapidly 
evolving situation financially impacting 
individuals, families and businesses. 
OREMC is suspending disconnections 
and late fees through Friday, April 3. 

All OREMC consumer-members that are able, are encouraged to make bill 
payments to avoid a higher balance when disconnects and late fees are reinstated. 
Please call OREMC Customer Service Representatives at 800-262-5131. They will 
work with members individually to make payment arrangements and refer them to 
agencies offering financial assistance.   

While all OREMC offices remain closed to lobby/walk-in customer service, 
payments can be made:

• At our drive-thru windows. They are open 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday-Friday. 
• Online through the Member Portal at oremc.com.
• On the phone at 800-262-5131, option 2.
• Through the MyOREMC mobile app for your phone. 
• By mail: OREMC, PO Box 1229, Hilliard, FL 32046. 
If you need a new service connection, please call Customer Service in advance 

at 800-262-5131 to begin the application process. Any required documentation to 
connect service can be completed at the drive-thru.

Callahan Lions Club 
Scholarship Opportunity

Callahan Lions Club Scholarship is 
open to 2020 Hilliard High School and 
West Nassau High School graduating 
seniors and is a $1,000.00 Essay 
Scholarship.

To apply: Write an Essay no more than 
500 words on the subject of: 

What it means to be a volunteer and 
how volunteering can change lives.

Submit your essay electronically in 
Microsoft Word, 12 point font double 
spaced black text. Your name, your school 
and your graduating year class date must 
be printed in the header along with the title 
of your essay on every page.

The essay must be emailed to 
scholarship@callahanlions.org by 
Saturday, April 18, 2020. Essays sent after 
this date will not be read.

Your essay will be read and judged 
exclusively by members of the Callahan 
Lions Club. Their decision will be final. 
All essays submitted become the property 
of the Callahan Lions Club. The winner of 
the essay contest will be notified. Award 
will be made at graduation. 

The local Callahan Florida Lions 
Club serves Callahan and Nassau County 
Florida. Lions Clubs International (LCI) 
is an international secular, non-political 
service organization established originally 
in 1916 in Evansville, Indiana by Dr. 
William Perry Woods. As of April 2015, it 
had over 46,000 local clubs and more than 
1.4 million members in over 200 countries 
around the world. Headquartered in 
Oak Brook, Illinois, United States, the 
organization aims to meet the needs of 
communities on a local and global scale.  

Callahan Lions Club is made up of 
volunteers dedicated to helping in the 
community and changing lives. We 
provide free eye exams, free eyeglasses 
and free hearing aids to those who qualify. 
We volunteer in the Community when we 
find a need. 

The Callahan Lions Club meets the 
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at their 
building located just north of the NE FL 
Fairgrounds. If you would like to attend 
please contact us in advance at 879-3034. 

VVA Chapter to Award Scholarships
Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1088 of Nassau 

County will be awarding 5 scholarships to qualified 
seniors in Nassau and Camden Counties. Due to the 
current crisis the VVA Chapter would like to notify 
all Nassau and Camden County seniors that they 
are extending the scholarship application deadline 
from April 15 to May 20. This scholarship is for 
$1,000. A thousand dollars can go a long way in your 
journey at college or trade school but you must apply. 
The scholarship is offered for both colleges and/or trade 
schools.

Applications can be picked up at the high schools or can be attained by emailing 
Linda Cravey at lincrav9@yahoo.com.

   www.mywestsidejournal.com
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We just want to let our advertisers and readers know that we 
remain open…business as usual. Be reassured we are cleaning 
our lobby and door handles and taking precautions. We feel it 
necessary to continue to publish our paper, as right now, it is one 
of the ‘normal’ things in our lives. 

We are so thankful for our faithful advertisers that continue to 
support us through this storm. We ask that you support our small 
businesses always, but especially during these hard times. Pray 
for all of our businesses, families and our country and stay home 
if possible. Our prayers are with you all!

Meagen Brown and Kellen 
Clemons were united in marriage 
Saturday, March 14 at Walkers 
Landing on Amelia Island. 

The bride is the daughter of Betty 
and Wallace Brown of Bryceville. She 
is employed as a Hair Stylist at Sei 
Bella Salon. 

The groom is the son of Lori 
and Kelly Clemons of Hilliard. He 
is employed as a Heavy Equipment 
Operator at Advance Disposal.

Following a honeymoon at the 
OMINI Resort the couple is residing 
in Bryceville. 

Tiffany and Shawn Hardemon, of 
Callahan, are proud to announce the birth of 
their son Colton Shawn Hardemon. Colton 
was born January 17, 2020 at 4:15 a.m. at St. 
Vincent’s Medical Center in Jacksonville. He 
weighed 5 pounds 12 ounces and measured 
18 1/4 inches.  

Paternal grandmother is Peggy Johnston 
of Callahan and the late Gary Johnston.

Maternal grandparents are Joe and 
Tammy Lee of Callahan. 

Proud great-grandparents are Mert and Sam Turner; the late Clarence Miller; Bill 
Kilgore and the late Jackie Kilgore; the late Paul Lee, all of Callahan; the late Rev. W.H. 
and Coravell Dodds; Vella Johnston and the Late Waddell Johnston; Joan Slaton and the 
late Harold Slaton, all of Valliant, Oklahoma. 

Colton was welcomed home by his sibling Chloe, Kash and Korbin!

Mr. and Mrs. Kellen Clemons

Colton Shawn Hardemon

New Beginnings and Milestones Eating Your Greens is Easier 
with VeggieBoxx!

According to research, enjoying 
leafy greens regularly helps to reduce 
your risk of heart disease, certain 
cancers, macular degeneration, and 
even Type 2 Diabetes. Northeast Florida 
and Southeast Georgia consumers now 
have a convenient way to enjoy those 
green leafy vegetables: VeggieBoxx.

Hilliard’s Traders Hill Farm now 
offers a 3-pound VeggieBoxx direct 
to consumers via convenient pick-up 
locations. The VeggieBoxx features 
natural leafy greens that last longer, 
taste better and inspire a safer way of 
eating. The bonus is that leafy greens 
are a perfect choice for consumers who 
prefer a gluten-free lifestyle.

“As more and more people seek to 
change their lives by eating healthy, we 
want to make it easy for them to do just 
that,” said Traders Hill Farm President 
Tracy Nazzaro. “We’re pleased to be 
able to feed our local community and 
ensure that they have high-quality foods 
available to them as more consumers 
become health-conscious and want 
fresh, farm-to-table 
produce.”  

The VeggieBoxxes 
contain no pesticides, 
no herbicides, and 
no fungicides and 
feature Traders Hill 
Farm’s signature green 
romaine lettuce grown with care in its 
aquaponics greenhouse. Consumers can 
pick between three different options of 
VeggieBoxx: the single purchase; 7-day 
subscription; or 14-day subscription. 
Once you decide on your subscription, 
you choose a local pickup location 

where you receive your box of delicious 
produce.

VeggieBoxx soft launches with local 
pick up locations; additional locations 
are coming online by May and the 
company expects to add additional 
locations weekly.

The current pickup locations and 
addresses are: Callahan: Callahan 
Country Kitchen, 542515 US-1; 
Hilliard: Hilliard Meats, 551424 US-
1; Folkston: Whistlin’ Dixie, 3742 W. 
Main St.

Founded in 2013, Traders Hill 
Farm specializes in aquaponics, 
the combination of aquaculture and 

hydroponics, which 
generates leafy greens 
that grow faster, taste 
better, last longer, 
and wastes nothing. 
Its founders desired a 
truly sustainable food 
production enterprise. 

In addition to the VeggieBoxx, the 
company has a full complement of leafy 
greens such as butter heads, red leaf, 
baby pak choi and microgreens, as well 
as fresh fish, that they supply to local 
restaurants in the Northeast, Central 
Florida, and Southern Georgia region.



this time due to social distancing. Plan 
to enjoy the entire two and a half acres 
as every single square inch is in use.

Nantonio’s Harmony Gardens is 
located at 173100 Andrews Road, 
north of Hilliard off of US Highway 
1. Their hours are Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. To call 
for an appointment, call Nancy at 904-
206-3027. Check out their website at: 
www.nantoniosgardens.com and their 
Facebook page which offers occasional 
posts, an inspirational quote and some 
glorious pictures!  
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WWW.AXISPLEX.COM

NOW LEASING! 

Discover COMFORT AND CONVENIENCE, 
       with our brand new, modern 2-3 bedroom apartments 
                     situated in the PEACEFUL TOWN OF CALLAHAN!

CALLAHAN’S PREMIER APARTMENT COMPLEX

AXIS PLEX IS NOT AN INCOME BASED COMMUNITY                                                                                                                             CURRENTLY AN ACTIVE CONSTRUCTION ZONE 

LEASING OFFICE NOW OPEN!

MOVE INAPRIL 1ST

45160 EWING PARK RD. • CALLAHAN, FL

Nantonio’s…the Peaceful Place
Nancy Serrano

“How wonderful it is 
that nobody need wait 
a single moment before 
starting to improve the 
world,” - Anne Frank.

It’s all about sharing. You do what 
you can. It started from an empty 
canvas and the understanding that it 
was time to start trying to heal from 
the overwhelming grief of a broken 
heart. Life goes on after all, season after 
season. This little corner of the earth 
began as a small, private memorial 
garden and fifteen years later it has 
grown into a lovely park-like garden 
to be shared with this community. 
Having the working nursery and garden 
combination is the perfect way to invite 
guests onto the property who might also 
enjoy seeing the wonder of nature and 
some of the beauty there is to behold in 
this world.

Sharing the joy of gardening is a 
peaceful reminder of the generations 

that have gone before us. 
So many of us have fond 
memories of our parents 
and grandparents in their 
gardens, beautiful memories 
of simpler times, laughing 
and smiling, and getting 
dirty without getting in 
trouble. Remember the first 
time seeing butterflies and 
dragonflies fluttering just 
in front of you, delighting 

in the magic of hummingbirds finding 
their nectar and hearing the hum of bees 
in their never ending search for pollen. 
It’s all here, just like it always has been 
in nature for those who want to see it.

Nancy and Antonio Serrano of 
Nantonio’s Harmony Gardens are so 
grateful to all of the visitors who have 
enjoyed their gardens since opening as 
a nursery five years ago. It’s almost like 
a garden co-op, meaning many of their 
fellow gardeners have brought us plants 
from their own gardens with instructions 
on how best to grow them. Nantonio’s 
has added so many beautiful plants to 

the nursery thanks to these generous 
people. They’ve shared plants, received 
and passed along helpful information, 
and exchanged wonderful stories of 
gardening adventures. The appreciation 
of the beauty in nature seems to draw 
people together.

Every flower and almost every plant 
is propagated on site by seeds, cuts, or 
division, although some trees and shrubs 
are from local growers and grown on 
site at Nantonio’s until they’re ready to 
offer for sale.  We only offer plants that 
we can recommend, ones that have done 
well in our own gardens. Delivery and 
planting are available. New this year is 
on-site flower pot arrangements.  Bring 
in your favorite planter and Nichole, 
Nantonio’s genius ‘exterior designer,’ 
can create a beautiful mixed basket 
of flowers just for you. She’ll also be 
offering fresh-cut flower bouquets from 
mid-April through November.

Volunteers have enjoyed helping 
to maintain the gardens by watering, 
weeding, pruning, etc. In exchange, 
they work side by side with Nancy, 
Antonio and Nichole and receive hands 
on learning about gardening in northeast 
Florida, while being immersed in this 
peaceful and relaxing setting.

While the posted business 
hours are only Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays from 9 
a.m. – 4 p.m., visitors are also 
welcome by private appointment 
on other days. Please just call or 
text first to schedule 904-206-
3027. It’s our home and we’re 
almost always here and willing 
to share the gardens. Please wear 
good walking shoes as golf cart 
tours have been suspended at 
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Classified Deadline is Tuesdays at noon. 
Call 879-4180 

or email news@westsidejournal.net 

It is illegal to discriminate against any person because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin in the sale, rental, financing, appraisal of housing or in the provision of real estate brokerage services. If you 
believe you have been discriminated against or would like further information about your rights or obligations under the Fair Housing Act call Jacksonville Area Legal Aid at 904-356-8371.

SERVICES
SUPERIOR STUMP GRINDING: Professional, 
affordable, dependable, licensed & Insured. Self-
propelled grinder can fit through a 36” gate opening 
to access your yard. Any size stump. Call Robert at 
(904) 699-8957. tfn

C & C LAND PROS, is offering Tree & Debris 
Removal with their dump trailer. They also offer 
extreme bush hogging and stump grinding. Call (904) 
518-0349. tfn 

AFFORDABLE TREE SERVICE, trimming/removal, 
licensed and insured, difficult removal specialist. 
FREE estimates. Call 904-349-0869. tfn 

UPHOLSTERY - ROWLAND’S OF CALLAHAN. 
Don’t throw that furniture away! Refurbish it! Change 
colors! FREE estimates! Call 879-5130 or 398-1653. 

ART’S LOCKOUT SERVICE. Locksmith/Lockout 
Specialist. Licensed, bonded, insured, 24/7 
emergency services, auto, home, business. Serving: 
Nassau, Duval, Charlton & Camden Counties. 
904-294-0314, ArtsLockout.biz or FB/Art’s Lockout 
Service. tfn  

FOURAKER MECHANICAL HEATING & AC. 
Installation and service of all brands! Locally owned 
& operated. FREE estimates! Call 945-5404. tfn 

C & C SAW & MOWER. We fix lawnmowers and 
tractors. Welding services also available. Call Chuck 
at 904-507-9263. tfn 

PAVERS, CONCRETE AND MORE! Remove/install 
driveways, walkways, patios, sidewalks, slabs and 
more! FREE Estimates! Licensed and Insured, 20 
years experience. Call 904-651-5593. tfn 

TREE SERVICE & STUMP GRINDING! Tree 
trimming, tree removal. Leonard’s Tractor Service, 
(904) 813-9514 or (904) 562-9231. FREE estimates!  

DEBRIS REMOVAL, tree removal & demolition. Call 
Frank at 759-3900. tfn 

AIR POWER HEATING & AIR: Installation and 
Service. Serving Nassau County. Mention this ad to 
receive 10% OFF. Call (904) 314-8892. CAC1815504 

PAINTING! A New Look At An Old Price. Interior/
Exterior  Custom Painting and more. Fully Insured. 
Call 904-333-3262, www.mnlop.com.  tfn 

PRO WASH PRESSURE WASHING. We pressure 
wash anything, hot or cold water. FREE estimates. 
Call 904-507-9263. tfn  

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING. Repairs, FREE 
Estimates on New Installations. Licensed & Insured. 
Owner Timothy Reeves, Reeves Climate Control 
(904) 238-8492. tfn 

THE MOWER & SAW SHOP! Lawn equipment 
repairs both 2 and 4 cycle. Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. 
- 5 p.m. Call (904) 472-0600. tfn

LONG DRY TIMES? DRYER OVERHEATING? Lint 
back up is a leading cause of house fires. Dryer vent 
cleaning is recommended once 
a year. Call us today to schedule 
your vent cleaning. Mention this 
ad and receive 10% OFF your 
service. LT’s Appliance Repair 
Corp., (904) 879-4419. tfn

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Deadline is Tuesdays at Noon
879-4180  •  news@westsidejournal.net

PIANO, GUITAR, UKULELE AND DRUMS 
LESSONS! All ages, 4 years to adult. 
Experienced teacher. www.joelpacepiano.com, 
joelpace@juno.com. 904-766-9544. $75 per 
month. tfn

FOR SALE
FILL DIRT, SAND, TOP SOIL, CHEAP! 18-yard 
load, Callahan/Hilliard area. Tree removal available. 
Call 416-6082. tfn

DIRT CHEAP! Fill dirt, sand, top soil, rock and hard 
pan, 18-yard bed, land clearing and tree removal. 
Call Dirt Pro at 755-1341. tfn 

MOBILE HOME bathroom remodeling or repairs 
including vinyl soffit and siding. All types of mobile 
home and deck repairs. Call 879-9631. tfn

HANDYMAN
E-Z REPAIRS! Home repairs: Full remodels, decks, 
plumbing, roofing, flooring, siding, interior/exterior 
painting, etc. 25 years experience. FREE estimates! 
Call  Tom at (904) 586-5078. 43020

PROFESSIONAL PET GROOMING! Folkston, 
Georgia, Highway 252. Call for directions and 
appointments, 912-390-2881. tfn

ANIMALS

HILLIARD, 3BR/2BA home, with garage, no pets, 
$1350/month; $1000/deposit. Available in March, call 
904-813-3154. tfn

COMMERCIAL BUILDING for rent on US 1, 2 miles 
north of Hilliard, 2200sf with plenty of parking. Call 
904-945-0040. 32620

FURNISHED 1BR apartment, 1 or 2 people, no pets, 
no inside smoking, $170/week includes power & 
garbage; $400 to move in. Call 879-1135. 32620

3BR/2BA SWMH, CR 121, Hilliard; $850/month; 
$800/deposit, no smoking, 
no pets. Text your email 
address to 904-307-8365 
for rental application; 
seen by appointment only. 
32620

FOR RENT

2BR/2BA HOME, on a dead-end paved road in 
Callahan, on 2 acres. Call 904-879-3167 or 904-518-
9992. 41620

2 ACRES in Hilliard, high & dry, off Pineridge Road, 
Coyote Lane. Call 904-845-4296. 41620

HOMES/LAND 
FOR SALE

WE BUY JUNK CARS! ALSO OFFERING 
TRACTOR WORK AND BACKHOE WORK. Call 
Laid Back Scrap Removal at 507-9580 or 879-1595. 
32620

WANTED TO BUY

POSTPONED! ESTATE SALE: MAY 7, 8 & 9, 
614766 River Road, Callahan. Antiques, furniture, 
clothing, bedding, towels, small appliances, 
medical equipment, hospital bed, home décor, table 
decorations and so much more! 32620

YARD SALES

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES now available at 
LIFE CARE CENTER OF HILLIARD- Now Hiring FL 
Licensed CNAs-Great starting pay rate! We offer a 
team-oriented environment along with a great benefit 
package. Please apply in person at 3756 West 3rd 
Street, Hilliard, (904)845-3988 or fax resume to (904) 
845-4456. tfn 

Life Care Center of Hilliard now hiring RNs and 
LPNs, must have FL License. Please apply in person 
to: 3756 West 3rd Street, Hilliard or fax resume to 
904-845-9487, or email to: Loren_Reddish@lcca.
com<mailto:Loren_Reddish@lcca.com. tfn

IMMEDIATE OPENING! Experienced Lawn 
Technicians/Drivers (Northside Jax) needed. Clean, 
Valid, Driver’s License: Responsible for basic lawn 
maintenance duties including mowing, trimming, 
edging, blowing down walkways, pick up debris, etc. 
Start $11-$14 per hour, based on job performance 
and proven abilities. Please call 904-813-9727 today! 
32619

LICENSED REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATE needed for 
busy Callahan office. Will train! Call Mary Vickers at 
ERA Fernandina Beach Realty for information and 
interview. 904-879-3011. 40220

Okefenoke Rural Electric Membership Corporation is 
now accepting applications for the following position: 
JOURNEYMAN LINEMAN position at the Nahunta 
office. Applications can be printed from the website 
(OREMC.com) or picked up at any of our offices 
Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. Applications will be 
accepted until Friday, March 30, at 5 p.m. at any of 
our offices or emailed to customer.service @oremc.
com. (The Co-op Reserves the Right to Cancel 
Any and All Bids) Okefenoke REMC is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer/Drug Free Workplace. 32620

EMPLOYMENT

OKEFENOKE REMC is now accepting applications 
for a CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE 
– NAHUNTA OFFICE. Applications can be printed 
from the website (OREMC.com) or picked up at 
any of our offices Monday – Friday, 8 A.M. – 5 P.M. 
Applications will be accepted until Friday, March 30, 
at 5 P.M. at any of our offices or emailed to customer.
service@oremc.com (The Co-op Reserves the Right 
to Cancel Any and All Bids) Okefenoke REMC is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer/Drug Free Workplace. 
32620

SEEKING EXPERIENCED LAWN TECHNICIAN, 
must have clean valid driver’s license, transportation 
and be dependable. Call (904) 879-6709 for an 
interview. tfn 

MULCH MANUFACTURING, INC., Callahan, is now 
HIRING Forklift and Labor personnel. Please call 
879-2180. 40220

ARBORIST: Nassau County has an opening for an 
Arborist in the Planning & Economic Opportunity 
Department at $51,619.85 – $64,466.69 annually 
plus benefits DOE. Applications will be accepted 
until filled. To apply please visit www.nassaucountyfl.
com or for additional information contact the Human 
Resources Department located at 96135 Nassau 
Place, Suite 5, Yulee, Florida 32097, Telephone 
(904) 530-6075 or Fax (904) 321-5797.  Drug Free 
Workplace.  This position is eligible for Veterans’ 
Preference in accordance with applicable laws. 
32620

EMPLOYMENT CONT.

www.millscreekservices.com

904-414-5129• Driveways
• Culverts
• Dirt Leveling
• Grading
• Tree Removal
• Land Clearing Insured

Unka Dave’s 
Tractor Work

904-583-4616
 Land Clearing 

 Tree Removal 

 Debris Removal

treesandlandclearing.comLike me on Facebook!

SPRING MOWER TUNE-UP SPECIAL
Includes Oil & Filter Change, Fuel Filter, Air Filter, 

Spark Plugs, Blades and Complete Inspection.

$14995*

* Most mowers - other parts & services at additional cost. Offer ends 6/20/20. 

SERVICING ALL TYPES OF MOWERS, EDGERS, 
TRIMMERS, BLOWERS AND GENERATORS

Pick-Up & Delivery Available904-525-2801

L&D LAND
Call for a Free Estimate!

   

   
 

Shingles • Metal • Fiberglass
Flat Roofs • Custom Roofs • Metal Decks

904-813-5579
904-845-2872

Licensed & Insured 

Ricky Blalock
Owner

Lic #CCC1327312

WATERTITE 
    ROOFING
          of North Florida, Inc.HOWARD & SON

APPLIANCES & MORE
Washers • Dryers • Stoves

30 Day Warranty on All Appliances!
Name Brand Overtsock Items 

Baby Items • Home Décor
Small Household Appliances

We buy broken appliances! Will pick up!
904-554-4238

542464 US Hwy. 1 • Callahan
Across from BP

Pamela J. Soulé
attorney-at-law

Providing legal services including:
	 •		General	Practice
	 •		Contracts	Law
	 •		Family	Law
	 •		Wills,	Trusts	&	Probate
	 •		Professional	Licensing	Issues

(904) 910-3729 Call	to	schedule	your	appointment!

Since 1996

Jacksonville
4812 San Juan Ave.

Callahan
542412 US Hwy. 1, Suite D

www.soulelawoffice.com

A New Look At An Old Price
It’s Not Just A Name

Interior/Exterior Custom Painting
Pressure Washing • Minor Home & Drywall Repair

Matthew D. Fisher, Owner

904-333-3262
www.mnlop.com
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Monday, March 9
 Ramiro Rene Cortez, 39, 27333 Georgia Street, Hilliard: Violation of Probation 
Damage Property
Tuesday, March 10
 Devin Lincoln Southerlin, 31, 44318 Lee Drive, Callahan: Aggravated Battery/
Pregnant Woman
 Michael Shawn Word, 45, 45065 Pony Lane, Callahan: Duval County Warrant 
Petit Theft
Thursday, March 12
 Alison Lin Logue, 35,27195 W. First Avenue, Hilliard: Possession Schedule 1-5 
Substance
Friday, March 13
 Ashley Nicole Hersh, 34, 542459 US Highway 1, #28, Callahan: Defraud 
Financial Institution; Utter Forged Counterfeit Bill
Saturday, March 14
 Jessica Marie Winslow, 28, 27088 Montana Street, Hilliard: Violation of 
Probation Possession of Controlled Substance
 Justin Allen Manning, 23, 12909 US Highway 301, Bryceville: Felony Criminal 
Mischief
 Ashton Narin Jadoo, 32, 540111 US Highway 1, Callahan: Driving While 
License Suspended with Knowledge 2nd Conviction
Monday, March 16
 James Thomas Wood, 27, 44385 Commanchee Road, Callahan: Possession of 
Methamphetamine; Possession of Drug Paraphernalia with Residue
Tuesday, March 17
 Keith Harold Dansereau, 38, 54251 Ogilvie Road, Callahan: Violation of 
Probation Possession of Methamphetamine
 Michael Edward Padgett, 53, 551915 US Highway 1, Hilliard: Violation of 
Probation DUI
 Jessica Paige Spurlock, 31, 37183 Southern Glen Way, Hilliard: Failure to 
Appear Animal Control Violation (x 2)
Thursday, March 19
 Clarence Edward Pickett, 32, 23190 CR 121, Hilliard: Carrying Concealed 
Weapon

Police Reports
Names, Addresses and all information appearing in the Police Reports are taken from the Sheriff’s 

Department files and do not necessarily indicate guilt, only that arrests were made or charges were filed.
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Water Wagon 
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family deserves!
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H & H Electrical Contractors
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FREE Estimates!
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Barnabas Center: 
Responding to COVID-19

The Barnabas staff and board 
leadership have been working diligently 
to prepare for a potential COVID-19 
outbreak in our area and want to assure 
our supporters and partners that we have 
plans and practices in place to ensure the 
safety or our staff, volunteers, clients, 
patients, customers and partners.

At this time, Barnabas and its 
programs will remain open for 
business, with some reduction 
in hours and services in some 
areas. We will continue 
to provide updates should 
anything change with our 
operations and provision of 
services to our community. As the 
major safety net provider for individual 
and families in crisis in Nassau County, 
our goal is to continue to serve people 
in need as long and as much as we can.

Currently, the most immediate 
community need we are working 
to address is the provision of food. 
Lower income households are being 
disproportionately affected by this 
crisis, especially those who are unable 
to work due to businesses closing 
or reducing their workforce. With 
the majority of jobs in our county in 
the service and hospitality industry, 

significant numbers of people will be 
affected. We are working with Feeding 
Northeast Florida and other suppliers 
to obtain food for families in need. 
We also anticipate that families with 
reduced or no income and no savings 
will soon be facing rent, mortgage and 
utility bills that they will be unable to 

pay. We are also on the front 
lines as the only health care 
provider for uninsured 
adults in the county and are 
screening individuals who 
are exhibiting symptoms of 

the virus and connecting them 
to our county health department 

for testing. And during this critical 
time, we are raising funds to help 
support families in need of food and/
or housing assistance and health care to 
ensure that they are healthy and stable.

Thank you for your continued 
support. If you have questions or 
concerns, please contact us at (904) 
261-7000 or info@barnabasnassau.org 
or visit www.BarnabasNassau.org.

To make a donation, contact Tania 
Yount, Chief Development Officer 
at (904) 261-7000 ext. 107 (office), 
(904) 545-0660 (cell) OR tyount@
barnabasnassau.org.

NCSO COVID-19 Update
A message from Sheriff Bill Leeper: 

The men and women of the Nassau 
County Sheriff’s Office are committed 
to protecting life and property at all 
times. This is more important now than 
ever before. Deputies will continue to 
patrol neighborhoods, respond to calls 
for service, investigate crimes and 
ensure your safety. If you need a deputy, 
please call the NCSO Non-Emergency 
number at 904-225-5174 or if it is an 
emergency dial 911.

However, out of an abundance 
of caution and to further implement 
the social distancing protocol being 
advised by health officials due to 
the Coronavirus, the Nassau County 
Sheriff’s Office will make the following 

changes effective now: Office Closings:
NCSO Administration Office Lobby, 

the lobby will be closed to the public 
until further notice.

Please visit www.nassauso.com or 
call 904-548-4009 for Employment 
Applications – Incident Reports – 
Traffic Crash Reports – Background 
Check Requests.

NCSO Civil Process Office Lobby 
will be closed to the public until further 
notice.

Please visit www.nassauso.com or 
call 904-548-4038 or 904-548-4004 for 
Civil Processing or Arrest Warrants. 

We are sorry for any inconvenience. 
We will work to reopen all of our offices 
as soon as we can.



cool season annual 
here germinating 
in the late summer 
and maturing 
through the winter.  
Annual bluegrass 
is a prolific seed producer. Each small 
plant can produce about 100 seeds 
in as few as eight weeks. Viable seed 
can be produced just a few days after 
pollination, which allows the plant 
to reseed even in frequently mowed 
lawns. Annual bluegrass has a weak, 
fibrous, shallow root system and needs 
frequent rainfall or irrigation to survive. 
It prefers moist areas in partial shade 
to full sun and tolerates compacted 
soil conditions. In coastal regions or in 
moderate temperature areas where turf 
is frequently irrigated, annual bluegrass 
can persist all year. In warmer areas, it 
usually dies in summer. Pre-emergent 
herbicides work best in managing seed 
germination. The weeds are easy to pull 
– another option aside from chemical 
use. Not a bad exercise either!

Q: What is the name of the 
improved variety of Leyland cypress?  
KB

A: The new 
variety is called 
Murray cypress. It 
is a faster-growing 
tree reaching 3-4 
feet a year. It is 
more typical for the 
Leyland cypress 
to grow 1-2 feet each year. Murry 
cypress has shown to be more resistant 
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AESTHETIC NAILS
BY KAY

542194 US Hwy. 1 • Ste. 117 • Callahan
Behind ERA Realty Office (Subway Shopping Center)
Like us on Facebook & Instagram for Specials!

BASIC PEDICURE WITH GEL MANICURE!
$4300

OR $27 for one service!
Natural, Healthy, Odorless Nails

Call or Text 904-716-0755
Appointments Tuesday - Saturday 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
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Garden Talk
Rebecca Jordi, UF/IFAS Nassau County Horticultural Extension Agent is a University of Florida 
faculty member. Mail questions to: Garden Talk, c/o Rebecca Jordi, Nassau County Extension, 

543350 US Hwy. 1, Callahan, FL 32011 or email rljordi@ufl.edu 

Q: What can you tell me about 
this flower I found in my yard. I have 
never seen it before.  RC

A: Thank you for your photo. This 
is most likely Round-leaf Bluet, Fairy 
Footprints or Innocence, Houstonia 
procumbens. It is commonly found 
throughout most Southern states from 
South Carolina west to Louisiana into 
Florida. Many 
people consider 
it a weed in lawn 
grass but some 
of us might call 
it a wildflower. 
Round-leaf bluets typically grow in 
cold-hardiness zones 7b – 11. Round-
leaf Bluet grows well in full sun to part 
shade and in moist, sandy soils. This 
is a prostrate growing plant reaching 
a height of 6 inches but spreads to 18 
inches. This might make a great ground 
cover if you can keep the area slightly 
moist. Once the threat of frosts is 
over the seeds can be planted outside. 
Seeds should be sown at a shallow 
depth. Round-leaf Bluet seedlings will 
germinate the first year and flower the 
second so remember to be patient. The 
blooming time is between March and 
October.  

Q: I just had my grass replaced 
and this weed is showing up on one 
side of the grass. What is it? JC

A: The following information is 
from the University of California IPM. 
Annual bluegrass, Poa annua, is one of 
the most common weeds of residential 
and commercial turfgrass, ornamental 
plantings, and gardens in the United 
States. It is native to Europe but is 
distributed worldwide. Commonly 
referred to as “Poa,” it is also a problem 
in golf course greens and fairways. It is a 

to disease & fungus.  In addition, the 
root structure and branches appear to 
be stronger when compared to Leyland. 
The color of the Murray Cypress is a 
darker, blue than the standard Leyland. 
Murray cypress can tolerate wet sites 
on a temporary basis a bit better than 
Leyland cypress, but both prefer well 
drained soils. Murray appears to be 
more resistant to fungus disease. 
This tree might be a good source or 
alternative for those wanting to grow 
Christmas trees. For home landscapes 
it is important to note the potential 
height is 40 feet with 10 -foot spread. 
Murray cypress prefers cold hardiness 
zones 6-10. It will tolerate full sun to 
partial shade. Remember when planting 
any tree or shrub-do not amend the soil.  
Loosen the soil in the area 2-3 times the 
size of the root ball. Remove the outer ¼ 
inch of soil around the pot from the top 
to the bottom of the root ball. This will 
help prevent circling roots. Plant the 
tree at the same depth as the root ball. 
Do not plant too deeply. Leave an area 
around the root ball without any mulch 
– just soil and air. No mulch volcanoes! 
Mulch should only be about 2-3 inches 
deep and not touching the trunk of any 
tree or shrub. We prefer you use a pine 
product since we want to support our 
local pine farmers. Grass should be as 
far away from the trunk as possible. 
Think about the mature spread of the 
tree and keep the grass outside the area.  

Q: I just moved to here and the 
camellias have been neglected. How 
do I prune them?  KY

A: The short answer is very little. 
I know it is March and everyone is 
excited to bring out their pruners, 

but this is one plant to leave alone. 
Camellias grow very slowly, and they 
do not need to be pruned into shrubs 
or kept short. Any dead, rubbing or 
wild limbs can be pruned but it is not 
necessary to prune to force flowering. If 
they have been neglected for years, they 

may benefit from 
light pruning to 
shape and remove 
unruly limbs. There 
are three types of 
camellias easily 

grown in the Northeast area of Florida: 
Camellia japonica, C. sasanqua and 
C. reticulata. C. japonica produces the 
huge variety of colorful blooms and 
is the more tree-like form with large, 
serrated leaves. They start blooming 
later in the fall and early spring. C. 
sasanqua is more shrub-like with 
smaller flowers and leaves. They start 
blooming in November. C. reticulata, 
native to China, grows the tallest with a 
potential of 50 feet. The flowers can be 
as wide a 12 inches and the leaves are 
larger than C. japonica. C. reticulata is 
the most cold-sensitive of the camellias 
but can live as long as 600 years and it 
will be difficult to find it at local garden 
centers or plant nurseries. Camellias are 
the one plant to provide us with beautiful 
flowers in the cool season. All camellias 
prefer well-drained, acidic soil. Most 
prefer shade to dappled light, but they 
will adapt in sun if adequate irrigation 
is provided. However, it would be better 
to err on the side of less water than too 
much. Once established, camellias will 
adapt to normal rainfall. Camellias have 
few pests except aphids, mites or tea 
scale. When scouting your camellias, 
look under the lower, older limbs for 
tea scale and treat with insecticidal 
soap. Every Southern landscape would 
benefit from having a camellia in the 
yard. 



Westside Journal N  Thursday, March 26, 2020 N Page 11

OBITUARIES
Walter C. Adams

Mr. Walter C. ‘Walt’ Adams, 
79, of Bryceville, passed away 
Saturday, March 21, 2020. He 
was born in Jacksonville to the 
late Walter Frank and Virginia 

Hesters Adams and was a 35-year 
Bryceville resident.  Having grown 

up with a passion for short wave radios, 
he opened a TV and radio repair shop 
after fulfilling his service in the United 
States Navy. He was an avid collector of 
short wave radios and postage stamps. Mr. 
Adams was a talented artist and loved to 
surprise his friends by giving his drawings 
as tokens of friendship and appreciation. 
An animal lover, he enjoyed feeding the 
birds and squirrels around his home and 
was especially fond of his dogs.  He was 
known as a “people person”; a happy, 
peace loving man who loved God and 
attending church when his health allowed. 
Mr. Adams was most happy working in the 
woodshop with his nephew, Clay. He held 
a special appreciation for his caregivers at 
Fresenius Kidney Care in Macclenny and 
loved bringing candy for them when he had 
appointments. 

He is survived by his caregivers, nephew 
Clayton Hickox; and niece Cindy Hickox, 
both of Bryceville; sons Eddie (Brenda) 
Adams and David (Debbie) Adams, all of 
Jacksonville; brother William Adams of 
Jacksonville; and numerous other family 
members and friends. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; 
brother James Adams; sister Ruth Hickox 
and brother-in-law Eddie Hickox.  

A private graveside service will be held 
and a public celebration will be planned at 
a later date. 

In lieu of flowers, Mr. Adams’ family 
requests donations made to Nassau County 
Animal Services. Warren Funeral Services 

Virginia M. Powell
Virginia M. Powell, 90, of 

Callahan passed away Sunday, 
March 22, 2020. Mrs. Powell 
was born in Mullens, West 
Virginia and moved to Callahan 

28 years ago from Jacksonville. She was a 
member of Thomas Creek Baptist Church 
where she taught Sunday school for many 
years. Mrs. Powell was a devoted wife 
and mother and a devoted Christian. Her 
favorite thing to do was go to church. She 
loved helping people. She was preceded in 
death by her devoted husband William H. 
Powell, Sr.

Survivors include her son Bill and 
Beverly Powell, Jr. of Callahan; her daughter 
Willadeen Powell, also of Callahan; three 
brothers, Paul Musser, Jim (Carol) Musser 
and John (Carol) Musser; five grandchildren 
Jason Powell, Gary Powell, Jim Powell, 
Rhonda Harris and Darrell Harris; and five 
great-grandchildren Nicholas Harris, Austin 
Harris, Caroline Powell, Elizabeth Powell 
and Mary Virginia Powell.

A private ceremony will be held at 
Green Pine Cemetery where she will be 
laid to rest beside her beloved husband.  A 
public ceremony will be held at Thomas 
Creek Baptist Church at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests 
that memorial donations be made to Thomas 
Creek Baptist Church, 54322 Janice Dr., 
Callahan, FL 32011.

Condolences may be expressed at: 
www.greenpinefuneral.com.

Arrangements by Green Pine Funeral 
Home, Cremations & Cemetery, Yulee.

The Westside Journal would like to pay tribute to all the brave 
servicemen and women. Please take time to remember each of 
these service members in your daily prayers.
Nicholas Armstrong (England),  Morgan Bartchlett (Louisiana),  Chris 
Barr (Texas),  Jewel Rene Barron (Virginia), Timothy Beasley (Cuba),  
Cody Beaver (Virginia),  Jessica Bell (Hawaii), Chad E. Black (South 
Carolina),  Kevin & Brooke Blanton (Georgia),  Spc. Caleb Bohannon 
(South Korea),  Israel Marcos Bonilla (Missouri),  Derek Borden,  
Benjamin Black (Iraq), Hunter Brannon (North Carolina),  Conrad 
Brauwn (Afghanistan),  Ryan Brooks (Connecticut),  John Brookshire 
(North Carolina),  Aaron Brown (Japan), Branden Brown (USS Nimitz),  
Anthony Broekema (Virginia),  Ethan Bulford, (Virginia),  Aaron Burnette 
(Arizona),  Calen Burnette (North Carolina),  Thomas W. Burnette (Middle 
East),  Ahmad Butler (Japan),  Brayden Lamar Carroll (North Carolina),  
Allen L. Carter (Alaska),  John Coltrane (NAS Jax), Scott Cooper,  Dustin 
Corum (California),  Trevor Corum (Nebraska),  Charlie I. D. Cox (South 

Korea),  Quinn Coxwell (New Mexico),  Gavin Crews (Washington 
State),  Tison J. Crews (Kuwait),  Charles ‘CJ’ Cribbs, III (Washington, 
DC),  Dennis L. Davis II (Alabama),  Joshua M. Davis (New York),  

Shannon Davis (Nevada), Benjamin DeVille (Afghanistan),  Johanna 
Diaz (Nevada),  Clif Dixon (Iraq),  Robert Dodson (Florida),  Devin 
Michael Dowling (Kansas),  Christopher Downs (Arizona),  William Clay 
Dryden (Kansas),  James Dale Evans (Baghdad),  David Farhat (Kuwait),  
Christen Fernandez,  Clinton Fouraker (Virginia),  Jeremy Francisco 
(Mayport),  Jennifer D. Frederick (Colorado),  Kevin J. Gahris (United 
Arab Emirates),  Michael E. Garcia (Afghanistan),  Marcus Gee (Iraq),  
Samantha Gee (Korea),  Tabetha Gee (Korea),  Chadrick Gibson (Iraq),  
Charles Gibson,  Darrell Goodwyne, Jr. (Iraq),  Brandon Graham 

(Georgia),  Sgt. Daniel Graves, Jr. (North Carolina),  Eric Greene 
(Georgia), Branden R. Griffis (Florida),  Wendy Griffis (Afghanistan),  

Phaylyn Griffith ( California),  Kandis Guyton (California),  Hunter C. 
Guzman (Georgia),  Michael Hall,  Michael Hallman (Key West),  Ronnie 

Hammer (Virginia),  Todd W. Hanner, Jr. (Texas),  Andy Harper,  Mark Harris 
(Virginia),  Harley Henderson (Texas),  Nathan Hess (Japan),  Jeff Higgs (Spain),  
SPC Hodge (Iraq),  Josh Hoyle (California),  AT2 Brian Hughes (Bahrain),  Bryan 
K. Jeffers II (Iraq),  Jacob Jensen (Middle East),  Cameron Johns (North Dakota),  
Aaron L. Johnson (Colorado),  Carlus Johnson (Texas),  Donald Johnson (North 
Carolina),  Jamaal Jones (Hawaii),  Bradley Justice,  Brian J. Kerns (Virginia),  Joseph 
A. Kidd, IV (Iraq),  Kayla King (Germany),  Scott Kirkland (California),  Joshua 
Knight,  PO3 Travis E. Kornacki (North Carolina),  Jordan Kriner (Italy),  Victoria 
LaMontagne (Florida),  Tyler Landreville (Florida),  John C. Larkin (Iraq),  Thomas 
Layden (North Carolina),  Chase M. Lewis (North Carolina),  Katelyn Lewis 
(Japan),  Nicholas Louese (Spain),  Jason Lovejoy (Colorado),  Patrick Lynagh 
(Nevada),  Gatlin Mackie (Virginia),  Kevin Marshall (Kentucky),  Canisha Martin 
(Georgia), Tony Martin (Georgia),  Anthony Mastrogiovanni (Georgia),  Stacey 
McDaniel (Virginia),  Noah E. McKinnon (Iraq),  Michael McQuaiz, Matthew 
McRae (North Carolina),  Russell Mellroy (Afghanistan), Ivory Melton, Jr. (Kuwait),  
Brian Middleton (Afghanistan),  Steven Miner (Germany),  Britt Mizell (South 
Carolina),  Dillon Mock (Florida),  Joshua Monds (Virginia),  Anthony Moore 
(Afghanistan),  Anthony Moore (South Carolina),  Roland Moore (Iraq),  Chris 
Morehead (North Carolina),  Sgt. Travis Morris,  Climart ‘CJ’ Moses (Afghanistan),  
Michael Murphy (Iraq),  Aaron Musgrove (Afghanistan),  Stephen Myers (Korea),  
Jonathan Neeve (Texas),  Gary Nelson (Kuwait),  Michael Nettles (Iraq),  Lee 
Nickola (Iraq),  Ryan Norton (North Carolina),  Jesse O’Berry (England),  Daniel 
O’Dell,  Shannon O’Dell,  Steven A. Oxfurth (Connecticut),  Walter Oxfurth 
(New Mexico),  Chase Parden (Kansas),  Michael Park (South Korea),  Danielle 
Parker (North Carolina),  Jeremy Pelkey (Georgia), Christopher Phelan (Virginia),  
Darren Phelan (Washington State),  Linn Phillips, III (Italy),  Kyle Pipkins (South 
Carolina),  Joshua Poirier (Georgia),  Austin Potochnik (California),  Dusty Price 
(Iraq),  Michael Price (Germany),  Kenneth Pullum (Washington, DC),  Kyle 
Pullum (Louisiana), Robert W. Pyles (North Carolina),  Jeffery Rapadas (Kuwait),  
Justin Reed (North Carolina),  Kasie Richardson (North Carolina),  Jeffrey Rigdon 
(Kentucky),  Aaron Roberts (Florida),  Camilla Roberts (Alaska),  David Roberts 
(South Carolina),  Sydney A. Robinette (Florida),  Michael Robinson (Alabama),  
Jason Rodgers (Texas),  Douglas Raymond Roth, Marc Rowe (Georgia),  Brian M. 
Sartain, Jr. (Pensacola),  James Sanders (Germany),  Tressie Scott (Afghanistan), 
James Scully (Kansas),  Donald Shaw (Iraq),  Michael Shearer (Illinois),  Jesse 
D. Silcox (Bahrain),  Daniel Singley,  Corey Slayton (California),  Christopher 
E. Smith (Iraq),  James A. Smith (North Carolina),  Michael J. Smith (Germany),  
David Stallings (Kuwait),  Bill Starling (Iraq),  Larry V. Starratt, III (Korea),   Scott 
M. Stephens (Hawaii),  Caleb & Jordan Stoner (North Carolina),  James ‘Mike’ 
Stringer (Iraq),  Joseph R. Taylor (Texas), Luke Thomas (Germany),  Michael 
Thomas (North Carolina),  Crystal Thompson (Iraq),  Terry Thompson (North 
Carolina),  Tiffany Thompson (Washington), Sarah Tindell (North Carolina),  
Andrew N. Turner (Alaska),  Corey M. Turner (Texas),  William Varner 
(California),  Shawn W. Vickers (California),  Daniel Vroman (North Carolina),  
Jonathan Vroman (California),  Brett Wade (Florida),  Jeff Walters (Iraq),  Shawn 
Ward (Texas),  Brian Waring (Iraq),  Daniel Waters,   David Watkins (California),  
James D. Whitman,  Earl Youman, Jr. (Virginia)

Remember to Pray for Our Troops

It is our honor to recognize our local Armed Service 
members. We would like to update our ‘Pray for our 
Troops’ list, adding those who have recently joined 
our Armed Services or removing those who no longer 
serve. Please  read over the list. If you need to make 
a correction, addition or deletion, just give us a call, 
879-4180. You may also email changes to news@
westsidejournal.net. 

God Bless our Troops!

Fresh Bulk
Spring 

Garden Seed 
In Stock

Brandies

Callahan         879-3456

NORTHEAST FL 
SEAMLESS 
GUTTERS 

& DRAINAGE, INC.

JOSHUA
904-322-2063

SOFFIT & FACIA
PRESSURE WASHING

Running Gutter through the competition since 2015!
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& Insured
FREE ESTIMATES!
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We’ll beat any local competitor’s written price!

Transmissions • Engines • Diagnostics • Brakes • Tune-Ups
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Young Family Thank You
The Spencer Young family would like to thank our community for the outpouring of love 
and support during his recent passing. We would like to especially thank our Buford Grove 
Baptist Church family and friends. Our prayer is that anyone reading this will find Jesus! 

Obituaries are published free of charge. 
They may be emailed to news@westsidejournal.net.

For more information, call 904-879-4180.

of Baldwin is honored to serve this family. 
Please leave online condolences at 

www.warrenfuneralservices.com.
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Spotlight on Nassau Gardens

Ray Forehand moved into his 
Blackrock home in 1961 and has 
enjoyed living there for 59 years. 
Care was taken in the placement of 
buildings to preserve and enhance 
the many old live oak trees on the 
property. His gorgeous old-variety 
Camellia japonica bush is one of his 
favorite plants in the garden. In the 
cooler months when the 
camellia is in bloom, Ray 
enjoys viewing it from his 
living room through the 
large front picture window. 
The huge blossom pictured 
is a ‘Carter’s sunburst.’ The 
loropetalums with their 
purple leaves maturing 
to green are a standout, 
especially when they are 
covered with the clusters 
of dark pink fringe-like 
flowers. For great fall and 
winter color, hardy gloxinia ‘Bolivian 
sunset’ and Red-hot poker lilies are 
show stoppers. 

The greenhouse is used to get a 

jump on his spring garden 
by using tomato and pepper 
seeds from Rutgers.  Once 
the weather is warm Ray 
sets them outside.  He plants 
a large spring garden almost 
every year which produces 
corn, peas, okra, beans, 
sweet potatoes, squash 
and watermelons. In the 
winter, he grows collard and 

mustard greens.
The citrus 

tree pictured is a 
limequat, a very 
heavy producer 
and cold tolerant, 
a cross between 
the kumquat and 
the key lime. 

This plant was hybridized by Walter 
Tennyson Swingle in 1909. This is the 
same person who developed the tri-

foliate rootstock called 
Swingle in 1907, which 
we recommend for 
citrus here in Northeast 
Florida. There are also 
Roble oranges, Mandarin 
tangerines, Meyer lemons, 
Ruby Red grapefruits, 
satsumas, calamondin 
oranges and a kumquat tree 
on the property.  He also 
has a large area devoted 
to muscadine grapes and 
blueberries, with fig, pear 

and pecan trees out back. Keeping the 
property mowed and the gardens tended 
keeps Ray active and spry even at 93 
years young!

Spotlight on Nassau Gardens,” is a 
monthly recognition program of the UF/
IFAS Nassau County Extension Service, 
featuring the beautiful gardens and plants 
grown by Nassau County residents. To be 
considered, send a digital photo with a 
description of your “Spotlight,” along with 
your name, address, and phone number 
to beawalker105@gmail.com.  For more 
information, call the Extension office at 
904-530-6353.

Serving western Nassau County for over 20 Years!

CRC#1328655

NEW HOMES
ON OUR LAND OR YOURS!

904-838-6136
Lee Greene

YOUR HOMETOWN BUILDER!

Computer Diagnostics • Brakes
CV Axles & Much More

904-507-1880
 We'll Beat Any Interstate Battery Price!

Anthony Stamps, Owner
35105 Quail Rd. • Callahan

MV#80909

QUILT RAFFLE
Benefitting

Drawing to be held
Thursday, May 7

This beautiful, handmade quilt is 
on display at the Westside Journal 
office where tickets may be 
purchased!

450034 SR 200 • Callahan
(Across from Dollar General)

$1 
Tickets

Current COVID-19 Status 
in Nassau County

The “OneNassau” Joint Information 
System (JIS) is monitoring the rapidly 
changing situation in order to provide 
timely, accurate, unified messaging to 
our residents. Updates will be provided 
each afternoon; more frequently only if 
warranted.  

The Emergency Operations Center 
(EOC) will resume Level 2 Activation with 
enhanced staffing on Monday, March 23, 
to take calls from the public and continue 
processing emergency requests for 
resources; There have been no new cases 
of Coronavirus in Nassau County; Visit 
the FDOH website floridahealthcovid19.
gov should have all you need to know 
about COVID19 in Florida, but anyone 
with questions about the pandemic over 
the weekend or after 5 p.m. can call 
FDOH COVID-19 Call Center toll-
free at 866-779-6121; All beaches have 
been closed; Residents who are ILL and 
have traveled to a known “community 
spread” area or been a “close contact” 
to a known positive case of Coronavirus 
should call DOH-Nassau at 904-875-
6100 for guidance; Nassau County 
Schools will begin providing meals for 
students beginning Monday, March 23: 
visit: www.nassau.k12.fl.us/ for more 
information; A number of Executive 
Orders have been issued that impact 
our local businesses. Business owners 
should complete the Florida Department 

of Economic Opportunity (DEO) 
impact survey at https://floridadisaster.
biz/; businesses experiencing economic 
injury may apply for a bridge-loan on 
www.FloridaDisasterLoan.org or Small 
Business Administration (SBA) disaster 
loan assistance at https://disasterloan.
sba.gov/ela/. 

Continue to take everyday precautions 
to reduce disease transmission: If you 
are at risk or have underlying health 
conditions, avoid crowds and maintain 
social distancing practices; Stay home, 
away from others whenever ill; Cough/
sneeze into your elbow, sleeve, or a 
tissue (and throw the used tissue into the 
trash); Wash hands often with soap and 
water for at least 20 seconds, especially 
after blowing your nose, coughing, or 
sneezing, or having been in a public 
place; if soap and water are not available, 
use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 
60% alcohol; Avoid touching common 
surfaces in public places: door handles, 
ATM buttons, handrails, etc. Use a 
tissue or your sleeve to cover your hand 
or finger if you must touch something; 
avoid touching your face, eyes, nose, and 
mouth; Clean and disinfect frequently-
touched surfaces to remove germs every 
day (e.g., tables and counters, doorknobs, 
light switches, steering wheels, keyboards 
and mice, faucets, remotes, and phones).


