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“For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline.” - 2 Timothy 1:7

Johnson’s Automotive ClosesHilliard Town News

Dawn S. West
If you’ve never met Marvin and 

Tanya Johnson, you’ve missed a special 
treat. You will never find a more hard-
working, genuine couple than this one. 
They were the owners of Johnson’s 
Automotive, located north of Callahan 
on US Highway 1. Marvin is one of the 
best mechanics around. He has done it 
all of his life and worked on about every 
kind of vehicle there is. Marvin stopped 
by and chatted with me the other day. 
A friend dropped by while he was there 
and introduced herself to him. “I owned 
Johnson’s Automotive here in Callahan 
for 20 years,” said Marvin. 

“Yes, I stopped in there one day with 
my car but you couldn’t do anything at 
the time,” she said. 

“You must have had a hot car,” he 
responded. “Sir?” she questioned.

“You must have wanted me to fix it 
right then. I have finally learned, you 
can’t work on a hot car,” he explained. 
“The motor is too hot and I can get 
burned pretty bad. In fact, I have got 
burned many times.”

This was just a conversation with 
two people and Marvin handled it so 
well and explained everything so good. 
He didn’t have to do that but he did. 
It just shows the type of person and 
business owner he is. Back in August, 
Marvin was having some really serious 
pain. After going to the doctor, he was 
told he needed to quit working as his 
health was declining. He and Tonya 
made the decision for him to quit and 
their son would work at the shop. 

Obviously, the shop wasn’t the 
same without Marvin. He cared about 

his customers and most he treated like 
family. I know of two times, he was 
collecting items for families that were 
burned out of their homes. He didn’t 
have to do that nor did he have the time 
but he did it. He has a heart of gold. Last 
month, he made the decision to close 
the doors of the shop for good. “It was 
a hard decision but it was necessary. We 
weren’t getting anywhere with it and it 
was dragging us down,” said Marvin. 
“This was a hard decision because this 
was my lifelong dream to own my own 
shop. We’ve made some good friends 
and been supported by some of the best 
people.”

At the end of March, you couldn’t 
even tell that there had been a business 
there. They cleaned up the shop and the 
lot, removed all the trash, hauled off the 
junk, cleaned the building and mowed 
the grass. Now that right there is a 
class act! This town was a better place 
because of the great business practice 
that Marvin Johnson lived by. He also 
wanted to let his customers know: If he 
has worked on your car recently and put 
in a new part and something happens to 
it, most parts are warrantied. He will be 
happy to help you get the part you need 
by calling him (Marvin) at: 904-580-
1404. “I also want to thank the many 
customers that supported us,” added 
Marvin. “Twenty years has gone by so 
fast. I just want to say thank you for 
allowing me to work on your vehicles 
and serve you.” 

Again, this man and business owner 
is one of a kind! Thank you Marvin 
for your work and people ethics! We 
appreciate you! 

Dawn S. West
The Hilliard Town Council met 

Thursday night for their second and final 
teleconference meeting of April. The 
first order of business was the public 
hearing and the second and final reading 
of Ordinance 2020-01 which concerned 
extending the temporary Moratorium 
on Medical Marijuana. The temporary 
moratorium was extended another six 
months to September 1, 2020. 

The next item was the first reading 
on Ordinance 2020-03 which concerned 
amending Chapter 42 Article II 
concerning Culverts. This 
ordinance amends and 
modernizes Chapter 42 
Streets, Sidewalks and other 
Public Places; Article II 
Culverts, amending Section 
42-31 permits required for 
installation; and amending 
Section 42-33 Pipe Size. The 
ordinance was approved. The public 
hearing and second reading will be 
Thursday, May 7 at 7 p.m.

The next item was a recommendation 
by the Planning & Zoning Board for a 
lot split for Ben Buchanan. Land Use 
Administrator Janis Fleet advised the 
council that all the proper paperwork had 
been filed and the property separated into 
two parcels. The property is on Oxford 
Street and meets the zoning district lot 
size requirements and has water and sewer 
accessible. The council approved the 
recommendation. 

The council accepted the resignation 
of Planning and Zoning Board Vice-Chair 
Glenn Higginbotham. 

The Planning & Zoning Board along 
with Town Clerk Lisa Purvis recommended 
appointing Hilliard resident Dallis Hunter 
to fill the vacancy on the P/Z Board.

“I don’t have a problem with Mr. Hunter 
being on the P/Z Board but I would like to 
suggest that we advertise that we have an 
opening,” said Councilwoman Callie Kay 
Bishop. “There may be a Hilliard resident 
that would like to serve in this capacity if 
they had the opportunity.”

“We normally just choose who is 
nominated,” said Purvis. “Mr. Hunter is a 
member of the Volunteer Fire Department, 
he is very active in his church and he is 
active in youth sports. I’ve also talked with 

him and he has said he would like to serve 
on the board.”

Council President Beasley made a 
motion to accept the appointment of 
Mr. Hunter. Councilman Kenny Sims 
seconded. The appointment passed by a 
vote of 4-1 with Bishop voting no. “Again, 
I have nothing against Mr. Hunter. I just 
thought advertising might be an option,” 
added Bishop.

Land Use Administrator Janis Fleet 
advised the council of her quarterly 
report which included: Worked with the 

developers attorney on the Whisper 
Ridge PUD; attended a joint 

workshop concerning the 
Franklin project on US 1 and 
reviewed the traffic study; 
and met with developers on 
potential projects; and signed 

off on building permits, an 
average of 5 to 6 a week.
Code Enforcement Office 

Del Miley advised the council of 
his quarterly report which included: 9 
miscellaneous; 1 building permit; 3 pool 
permits pending; 1 pool permit completed; 
1 abandon vehicle; 1 land use completed 
(excavation/filling); 1 inspection or tree 
debris removal; and 1 citation for business 
license renewal.

Public Works Director Ritchie Rowe 
requested approval of a capital purchase 
of 20 loads of asphalt millings at a cost of 
$450 per load. “This should be enough to 
finish all the remaining streets in the town 
with millings,” said Rowe. The council 
approved the request.

Councilman Lee Pickett requested 
approval to use the town parking lot for 
a Chicken Dinner Giveaway on Saturday, 
April 25. “The group Hilliard’s Helping 
Hands would like to give away 1,000 
chicken dinners to families in need,” said 
Pickett. “They came to me for permission 
and I think it’s a great idea. It would be 
a drive-thru giveaway where the people 
would stay in their cars and the dinners 
would be given through the vehicle 
window. We can probably direct them from 
the back (like we do the clean-up) straight 
up the parking lot and out on Pine Street. 
We could also use some volunteers.”

The council approved the request. 
The next meeting will be Thursday, 

May 7 at 7 p.m.  
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Virus

Thank You!

Thank You!

Dear Editor,
I’ve observed the “Chinese Corona Virus” 

this way: “Everyone had to take vacation, at 
the same time, at the same place, and the same 
people.”

When we reopen our businesses, there 
will be NO vacations. We will have to “catch 
up” where we left off. We WILL be strong 
and dive into this movement with HIGH 
energy. We will need clear minds. Stay clear 
of Negativism. This is a “mind game” that 
China and globalists want us to be in. China 
and many supporters in our country hate the 
idea that we have “free Will.” Look at each 
day as a “blessing.” 

WE WILL succeed...We ARE strong...WE 
ARE the U.S.A.!

Ecclesiastes 3
Janice V. Corbin 

Dear Editor,
We, the employees of Hilliard Winn Dixie, 

would like to thank the family that came up to 
the store and wrote sweet things with sidewalk 
chalk in our doorway. It was such a joy to see 
that someone had taken the time to do this for 
all of the employees here!

Dear Editor,
Since this COVID-19 pandemic has come 

upon us, we have seen and witnessed many 
medical personnel, law enforcement, truckers, 
restaurants and grocery store employees work 
selflessly to keep our economy going and our 
people safe. And we are so very thankful!

We would like to just recognize a 
couple of local ladies who also have worked 
tirelessly, pulled from their own resources and 
have sewed face masks and gaitors for anyone 
in need. Hundreds of masks were made and 
donated to several businesses, friends and 
family. These two sisters would do anything 
for anyone who has a need. We have seen 
first-hand their kindness! 

If you know them, then you know how big 
their hearts are! Please help us by thanking 
Tina Bishop and Tammy Harris, both of 

Letters to the Editor S

Thought of the week...
I turn my eyes to You, God. 
I’m grateful I can count on 

Your faithfulness to me. 
Please bring me into Your joy.

Letters to the Editor may be emailed to news@westsidejournal.net but must include a complete 
name. Letters should be no longer than 300 words.

SAVE BIG on a new 
HVAC System!

904-713-9600

www.tropicaire.net
“Perfect Temperature Any Season”

#CAC057369

We can help you, too!

WE’RE HELPING YOUR NEIGHBORS 
STAY COMFORTABLE! 

In this month’s article I would like to give you a couple 
of encouragements during this trying time. Wise people 
have often said that keeping a journal is helpful during 
difficult times. There are many reasons for doing this. 
Journals can serve as a testimony to God’s faithfulness 
as you see His hand in answering your prayers. Another 
reason for journaling is that you will forget what you 
were thinking in the future. A journal helps preserve 

your thoughts and a journal captures your true feelings. 
So if you haven’t already, I would encourage you to start 

journaling during this time, because hopefully we will never have to go through 
anything like this again. My journal entry for this week would contain frustration 
and confusion. 

My second exhortation is to use this confusing time as a catalyst to become a 
greater lover of truth. We are a month into all of this and I am so ready for all of 
this to be over with. After a month into this, I am more confused and conflicted than 
ever. I am not fearful, but I am confused. I hear all of this information and I simply 
do not know what to believe. Did this virus start in a lab or in nature? Was the virus 
unleashed on us purposefully or accidentally? Doctors give two differing opinions 
on what needs to be done about the virus. 

We have lived through other pandemics and the country wasn’t shut down. I 
don’t even remember sars, the swine flu, Ebola, or zika closing anything down. I 
read posts on social media, listen to 24 hour news, and I hear radio talk show hosts 
giving different perspectives on what is actually happening. I am just confused 
and conflicted. I don’t know if this is primarily politically motivated or if there is 
a genuine health concern. I suspect it is a combination of the two. I am tired of not 
knowing. If this long drawn out process is teaching me anything, it is teaching me 
the absolute necessity of truth. 

In a world of skepticism and cynicism, there is only one sure place to turn for the 
truth. That sure source of truth is the Scriptures. Psalm 19:7 says: “The instruction 
of the Lord is perfect, renewing one’s life, the testimony of the Lord is trustworthy, 
making the inexperienced wise.” 

I need God’s wisdom now because of all of my inexperience. I need one source 
of truth that will not mislead me, when I am inundated with a cesspool of “news.” 
I am thankful that we don’t have to have an answer for everything to have sanity 
and stability. Christians should never be dismayed but be encouraged at all times 
because God is our rock and redeemer. 

Encouragement
Pastor Benjie Loyd, River Road Baptist Church, Hilliard

TURN YOUR TREES INTO $$$
WE BUY TIMBER

3 Acre Minimum

Bulldozer, Excavator and 
Tractor Work Also Available

B&V TIMBER
(904)845-2804

Hilliard

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!

• Fresh Meats
• Fresh Produce
• Frozen Vegetables
• Fresh Dairy Products
• Fresh Eggs 879-3115 or 838-2698

56340 Griffin Farm Road
Callahan

Shop Monday - Saturday 
9 a.m. - 6 p.m. or Give us a Call!

Find us on Facebook 
for Weekly Specials: 

A C Griffin and Son Inc

Fresh, 80/20 
Ground Chuck

$250
 lb.

This Week’s Special:Shop Local!

Family Meat 
Specials 

Available!

Callahan, for their big hearts and willingness 
to help our community! 

“A friend loveth at all times…” Proverbs 
17:17.

Thank you ladies,
Callahan Family Eye Center

   www.mywestsidejournal.com



Just My Opinion
Roger R. West
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WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!

FRESH, LOCAL PRODUCE
LAURA’S CHOICE PRODUCE

US HWY. 1 • HILLIARD • 904-239-2205
NEXT TO STATELINE DISCOUNT

Okra, Squash, Green Beans, Potatoes 
Sweet Potatoes, Onions, Tomatoes, 
Peppers, Cantaloupe, Watermelons, 

Oranges, GA Blueberries, Eggs, 
100% Local Honey 

& much more!
                   Like us on Facebook!   

STATELINE DISCOUNT
555165 US HWY. 1 • HILLIARD • 845-1328

Cold Beer • Cigarettes • Cigars
Milk • Soda • Ice • Wine

Animal Food • OYSTERS
ATM INSIDE • WE ACCEPT EBT, MASTERCARD & VISA

PROUDLY SERVINGHUNT BROTHERSPIZZA & WINGS

Callahan Approves Zoning Change
Dawn S. West

The Callahan Town Council met 
Monday night by teleconference for 
their final meeting of April. The first 
order of business was the second and 
final reading and approval of Ordinance 
2020-O02 which concerned a small 
scale amendment to the Comprehensive 
Plan. The ordinance will designate 
the future land use of certain real 
property containing 1.91 acres currently 
described as Mixed Use to Commercial 
Highway future land use. The property 
is located on State Road 200 directly 
across from the Post Office.  

The next agenda item was first 
reading on the much discussed 
ordinance concerning changes to the 
town charter. After some discussion and 
a motion with amended language, the 
council approved Ordinance 2020-O06 
with language changes. This ordinance 
concerns making the mayor an office 
held by a council member and chosen by 
the council and hiring a Town Manager 
for administrative duties. The charter 
change would also make the Town 
Clerk an employee of the town versus 
an elected position. All these changes 
must be made by holding a referendum 
for the amendment and placed on the 
ballot.

The following item concerned the 
5-year Capital Improvement Plan. 
Each council member had a copy of the 
plan prior to the meeting. The council 
approved the plan. 

Town Manager Mike Williams 
advised the council, three bids had been 
received for paving five more roads 
within the town. The bids were All 
Pro Asphalt, $84,955; Duval Asphalt, 
$104,425; and FL Infrastructure, 
$97,600.  Williams recommended All 
Pro Asphalt at a cost of $84,955. The 
council approved the recommendation. 

The council received a proposal 
from Meridian Waste concerning 
disaster preparedness debris cleanup. 
As hurricane season is coming up, this 
was a contract of the services Meridian 
will provide during a disaster within the 
town limits. The council approved the 
proposal. 

In closing comments, Mayor Fontes 
advised the council that at this time, the 
town will still host the National Day of 
Prayer on Thursday, May 7. We hope to 
have it attended and not virtual however 
as things change daily, you all will be 
updated so plans can be finalized. 

The next council meeting will be 
Monday, May 4 at 7 p.m.     

There’s an old saying, “numbers lie and 
liars use numbers” and that my friends is 
what we are witnessing every day if you 
listen to the news media. We all have been 
flooded with numbers that are not even close 
to being accurate as far as COVID-19 deaths. 
This is a huge sham. Yes, this is a bad virus 
but when have you ever seen such a drastic 
response to a flu virus and why are the death 
numbers being intentionally inflated. The 
number of confirmed infected is because of 
the astronomical amount of people that have 
been tested. Do you not think that if we tested 
that many people in past years for the flu that 
the number of cases would have been much 
higher than recorded? It has been proven via 
admission that hospitals are listing deaths as 
COVID-19 related on patients that had not 
tested positive for the virus.

We need to open this country for 
business now! Keeping our borders closed 
is one thing I still support, but we have to 
allow our small businesses to get back to 
work. Will there be more confirmed cases 
and possible deaths by opening up? Yes. 
Will there be more confirmed cases if we 
remain in lock-down mode? Yes. So all we 
are doing is sitting around watching our 
once most robust economy in the history of 
our country go down the tubes. Of course, 
no one will ever convince me that wrecking 
the economy was not the primary goal of the 
forced over reaction. 

This stay home quarantine reeks of a 

socialist environment. It has been said, 
quarantine is to keep the sick from free 
movement and tyranny is keeping healthy 
people from free movement. Being told 
when and where one can go or not go, or 
requiring facemasks and staying certain 
distances from other people are all socialistic 
practices. The facemask thing actually is not 
a good daily practice. Wearing a facemask 
actually lowers ones oxygen intake and 
saturation, therefore directly decreases your 
immune system.

One of my greatest hang-ups (other than 
the actions of the Democrats in Washington 
and the millions of taxpayers’ money that 
Obama gave the virus lab in Wuhan, China) 
concerns all the graduating seniors in our 
local schools. They have worked so hard 
to reach a pinnacle in their lives and it has 
been ripped from them. It has been many 
years since I graduated high school, but 
I still remember walking onto that stage 
and receiving my diploma. So to all the 
wonderful graduates, I commend you and 
congratulate you on a job well done! This is 
also a lesson you can learn from: Freedom is 
not something to take for granted. It can be 
removed in an instant through power hungry 
politicians who want to control your every 
move. Always stand up for our freedoms 
that are guaranteed in our Constitutional 
Republic. 

As always…that’s just my opinion!          

12545 N. MAIN STREET • JACKSONVILLE • 757-1888
HOURS: 8:30 AM - 6 PM, CLOSED SUNDAY & WEDNESDAY

We accept Food Stamps
Visa, MC, Discover & AMEX

Check us out on
FACEBOOK

HOUSTON’S MEATS

FREEZER SPECIALS

48 Steak Special

$4500

1 - BEEF ROAST
2 - Delmonico Steaks
2 - New York Strip Steaks
5 - Chopped Sirloin Steaks
1 - Package Sliced Bacon
1 - 2 lb. Pack Ground Beef

8 - New York Strip Steaks
10 - Rib-Eye Steaks
10 - Chopped Sirloin Steaks
10 - Beef Cube Steaks
10 - Pork Chops or Pork Steaks

10 - Well-Trimmed Pork Chops
2 - “Grade A” Fryers
2 - 1 lb. Smoked Slab Bacon
2 - 1 lb. Pkg. Fresh Pan Sausage
2 - 1 1/2 lb. Pkgs. Beef Short Ribs
4 - Ribeye Steaks
10 - 4 oz. Chopped Sirloin Steaks
2 - Chuck Steaks
2 - 2 1/4 lb. Pkgs. Fresh Ground Beef

Save 
$1200

12 lb. Box 
Beef Sirloin 

Steaks

10 lb.  Bag 
Boneless 

Fryer Breasts

1 lb.  Can 
Claw

Crabmeat

2 1/2 Dozen 
Large White 

EGGS

Fresh 
OYSTERS

Large 16-20 
Fresh Shrimp

Heads off

Come check out 
these deals!

$2495 PhillyStyle!

Expires 4-28-20  WJ                                    With this Coupon                                                                                

Expires 4-28-20  WJ                                    With this Coupon                                                                                

Expires 4-28-20  WJ                                    With this Coupon                                                                                

Expires 4-28-20  WJ              Limit 2 Boxes With this Coupon                                                                                

Expires 4-28-20  WJ                                    With this Coupon                                                                                

Expires 4-28-20  WJ                               No Limit, No Returns

$895 
lb.

$100 
lb.

$895

$100 
lb.$400

$6500/Bushel

Party Bag 
$2000

HALF ORDER

WHAT A DEAL!

$8900

$6595

$3804

3 lb. Fryer Drumsticks
1 Pkg. Short Rib Stew
1 Pkg. Pork Chops

2-Pack Fresh
PORK BUTTS
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Branson Glenn Bishop celebrated his first 
birthday March 1. He celebrated his special day 
with a party held in his honor with his big sister 
Rilynn Cale and lots of family and friends joining 
in the fun! His proud parents are Wayne and Callie 
Bishop of Hilliard! 

Proud grandparents are Michael and Vickie 
Franklin of Hilliard; and David and Glenda Bishop 
of Callahan. Proud great-grandparents are Dewey 
and Theresa Franklin; Floyd and Mary Vanzant, 
all of Hilliard; and Margaret and Glenn Bishop of 
Callahan. Proud great-great-grandmother is Emily 
Conner of Hilliard. 

Happy 1st Birthday
Branson Glenn Bishop

SPRING MOWER TUNE-UP SPECIAL
Includes Oil & Filter Change, Fuel Filter, Air Filter, 

Spark Plugs, Blades and Complete Inspection.

$14995*

* Most mowers - other parts & services at additional cost. Offer ends 6/20/20. 

SERVICING ALL TYPES OF MOWERS, EDGERS, 
TRIMMERS, BLOWERS AND GENERATORS

Pick-Up & Delivery Available904-525-2801

Serving western Nassau County for over 20 Years!

CRC#1328655

NEW HOMES
ON OUR LAND OR YOURS!

904-838-6136
Lee Greene

YOUR HOMETOWN BUILDER!

Computer Diagnostics • Brakes
CV Axles & Much More

904-507-1880
 We'll Beat Any Interstate Battery Price!

Anthony Stamps, Owner
35105 Quail Rd. • Callahan

MV#80909

Selling the highest quality products 
to Agriculture, Horticulture 
and Construction Sectors. 

FINISHED COMPOST • TOPSOIL • PREMIUM SOILS
544449 US Hwy 1 • Callahan • 904-879-0220

Engineered Soils & Organic Amendments for Food Plots 
Ask for our Products at Landscape Supply 

& Garden Centers serving Northeast Florida!             

New Beginnings and Milestones

HILLIARD MEATS, INC.
904-845-4710

551424 US Hwy. 1 • Hilliard 
Open Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

We Accept Food Stamps and EBT Cards

Breaded
Chicken Tenders

5 lb. Bag $7.99 

3 Pack
Spare Ribs

$1.99 lb.

Whole 
Beef Brisket 

$2.99 lb.

Chicken 
Leg Quarters

10 lb. Bag $6.99
Bone-In 

Ribeyes 
$7.99 lb.

Boneless 
Chicken Breasts 

$2.49 lb.

Virtual Relay this Saturday
The Relay For Life of Nassau County would like 

to invite you to our virtual relay. Our relay will be held 
this Saturday, April 25 on Facebook Live starting at 8 
p.m. Go to Facebook and search for Relay For Life of 
Nassau County. We will be going live a few minutes 
early to give everyone a chance to find us. This is our 
big fundraiser for the year and not being able to have 
an actual Relay is difficult. If you would like to make 
a donation there are several ways you can: Donations 
may be dropped off at the Callahan Masonic Lodge 
(behind Town Hall) Saturday from 6-8 p.m.; Donate through the App; Donations 
to a team can be made online by visiting: www.relayforlife.org/westnassaucounty.

For our virtual relay we will be at the Callahan Masonic Lodge. If you would 
like to show your support while practicing social distancing, come to the Masonic 
Lodge and drive through the parking lot and wave. We will be there to greet you 
from a distance. 

Facebook Live Saturday, April 25 at 8 p.m. 
“Relay For Life of Nassau County” 

Donations at: www.relayforlife.org/westnassaucounty



Great News!  Hoopla 
Digital has a Bonus 
Borrows Collection! 
In addition to the full 
collection of over 750,000 
e-books, audiobooks, 
movies, TV shows, music, comics, and 
more, there are now another 1,000 titles 
available! Look for the Bonus Borrows 
under the Genre Tab. Borrow as many 
items from the Bonus Collection as you 
would like. The Bonus Borrows Collection 
is available until April 30.  

Not familiar with Hoopla?  Hoopla is a 
groundbreaking digital media service that 
allows Nassau County library card holders 
to borrow items using their computer, 

tablet, or phone – and 
even your TV! With no 
waiting, titles can be 
streamed immediately, 
or downloaded to phones 
or tablets for offline 

enjoyment later. Content can be streamed 
to any computer, television, mobile 
device or platform by downloading the 
free Hoopla digital app for iOS, Android, 
Apple TV, Chromecast or Roku. The link 
and instructions are located on the library 
website, www.nassaureads.com. Look 
for the Hoopla box on the first page of 
the website. Please call your local library 
branch if you have any questions: Callahan: 
904-530-6534; and Hilliard: 904-530-6544.
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APRIL FREE FOOD DISTRIBUTIONS
Barnabas @ Callahan First Baptist Church - Every Wednesday • 10:30am -12:30 pm

Barnabas @ First Baptist Church Hilliard - Every Wednesday • 3 - 5 pm

Farm Share @ Buford Grove Baptist Church - Thurs., April 30 • 6 am until

NORTHEAST FL 
SEAMLESS GUTTERS 
& DRAINAGE, INC.

904-322-2063
Locally Owned & Operated by Joshua Werts

Licensed & Insured
FREE ESTIMATES!

SOFFIT & FACIA • PRESSURE WASHING
Running Gutter through the competition since 2015!

PNEUMAN 
HOMES, LLC
904-452-6032
Custom Homes 
and Additions

CBC 057302

Build Stronger
Build with Craftsmanship

Build with Integrity

State Certified for Nearly 25 Years
Proverbs 24:3

Remember Confederate Memorial Day

Peter P. Mullen
Confederate History Month and 

Confederate Memorial Day are not the 
same thing. Confederate History month 
occurs in April, no matter where you 
live. It is a time to commemorate the 
history of the Confederate States of 
America from 1861-1865.

Confederate Memorial Day is a day 
legislated by each of the thirteen States 
represented on the Confederate Battle 
Flag and does not always occur in April. 
Actually, there are seven different 
dates across the South designated as 
Confederate Memorial Day: January 

19, Texas; April 26, Florida, Georgia, 
Alabama, Mississippi; May 10, North 
Carolina, South Carolina; May 30, 
Virginia; June 3, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Louisiana; June first Saturday, Missouri; 
and October, Arkansas. 

Confederate Memorial Day events 
honoring fallen Confederate soldiers 
and sailors are often held jointly with 
Sons of Confederate Veterans, Order of 
Confederate Rose and United Daughters 
of the Confederacy.  These events are 
usually held at battle fields, monuments 
and cemeteries across the South.

“MAY WE REMEMBER THEM ALWAYS WITH HONOR AND DIGNITY”

 Drive-Thru Giveaway
Saturday, April 25 

at 1 p.m.
Drive-Thru at Hilliard Town Hall
Hilliard’s Helping Hands will be smoking chicken 

and distributing chicken dinners to help those out of 
work or in need. A good, hot meal in a time of need 

is so comforting. The group is preparing 1,000 dinners and they are first come, first 
served, while supplies last.

FREE

Special Hoopla Bonus at Your Library

Teachers Keeping in Touch
Amanda Thien, CMS/WNHS Gifted 

This past Friday was National Haiku Day. I challenged my students to think about 
and write a Japanese poem with just three lines to express in a direct and simple 
means how they feel about life as we now know it. Here are several submissions I 
received. Thoughts from a young person's perspective!  

Corona is bad
I wish I could go outside
My dog keeps me sane.

-Ronnie Lawson

Sickness is now here
Hospitals are almost full

It is not awesome.
-Liam Green

News of a virus
Sent people into crisis

I’m bored, people hoard!
-Baylie Cruce 
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It is illegal to discriminate against any person because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin in the sale, rental, financing, appraisal of housing or in the provision of real estate brokerage services. If you 
believe you have been discriminated against or would like further information about your rights or obligations under the Fair Housing Act call Jacksonville Area Legal Aid at 904-356-8371.

SERVICES
WE ARE OPEN! UPHOLSTERY - ROWLAND’S 
OF CALLAHAN. Don’t throw that furniture away! 
Refurbish it! Change colors! FREE estimates! Call 
879-5130 or 398-1653. 

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING. Repairs, FREE 
Estimates on New Installations. Licensed & Insured. 
Owner Timothy Reeves, Reeves Climate Control 
(904) 238-8492. tfn

THE MOWER & SAW SHOP! Lawn equipment 
repairs both 2 and 4 cycle. Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. 
- 5 p.m. Call (904) 472-0600. tfn

SUPERIOR STUMP GRINDING: Professional, 
affordable, dependable, licensed & Insured. Self-
propelled grinder can fit through a 36” gate opening 
to access your yard. Any size stump. Call Robert at 
(904) 699-8957. tfn

C & C LAND PROS, is offering Tree & Debris 
Removal with their dump trailer. They also offer 
extreme bush hogging and stump grinding. Call (904) 
518-0349. tfn 

AFFORDABLE TREE SERVICE, trimming/removal, 
licensed and insured, difficult removal specialist. 
FREE estimates. Call 904-349-0869. tfn  

ART’S LOCKOUT SERVICE. Locksmith/Lockout 
Specialist. Licensed, bonded, insured, 24/7 
emergency services, auto, home, business. Serving: 
Nassau, Duval, Charlton & Camden Counties. 
904-294-0314, ArtsLockout.biz or FB/Art’s Lockout 
Service. tfn  

FOURAKER MECHANICAL HEATING & AC. 
Installation and service of all brands! Locally owned 
& operated. FREE estimates! Call 945-5404. tfn 

C & C SAW & MOWER. We fix lawnmowers and 
tractors. Welding services also available. Call Chuck 
at 904-507-9263. tfn 

PAVERS, CONCRETE AND MORE! Remove/install 
driveways, walkways, patios, sidewalks, slabs and 
more! FREE Estimates! Licensed and Insured, 20 
years experience. Call 904-651-5593. tfn 

TREE SERVICE & STUMP GRINDING! Tree 
trimming, tree removal. Leonard’s Tractor Service, 
(904) 813-9514 or (904) 562-9231. FREE estimates!  

AIR POWER HEATING & AIR: Installation and 
Service. Serving Nassau County. Mention this ad to 
receive 10% OFF. Call (904) 314-8892. CAC1815504  

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Deadline is Tuesdays at Noon
879-4180  •  news@westsidejournal.net

PIANO, GUITAR, UKULELE AND DRUMS 
LESSONS! All ages, 4 years to adult. 
Experienced teacher. www.joelpacepiano.com, 
joelpace@juno.com. 904-766-9544. $75 per 
month. tfn

FOR SALE
FILL DIRT, SAND, TOP SOIL, CHEAP! 18-yard 
load, Callahan/Hilliard area. Tree removal available. 
Call 416-6082. tfn

DIRT CHEAP! Fill dirt, sand, top soil, rock and hard 
pan, 18-yard bed, land clearing and tree removal. 
Call Dirt Pro at 755-1341. tfn 

WORKING ELECTRIC HOT WATER HEATER, 50 
gallon, $75. Call 879-4700. 42320

RE-OPENING MAY 1! ROADSIDE Produce Stand! 
Fresh produce & local honey! 19339 CR 121, Hilliard, 
¼ mile south of A-Maize-ing Acres. Open 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m., closed Sunday & Monday. 43020 

MOBILE HOME bathroom remodeling or repairs 
including vinyl soffit and siding. All types of mobile 
home and deck repairs. Call 879-9631. tfn

HANDYMAN
E-Z REPAIRS! Home repairs: Full remodels, decks, 
plumbing, roofing, flooring, siding, interior/exterior 
painting, etc. 25 years experience. FREE estimates! 
Call  Tom at (904) 586-5078. 43020

PROFESSIONAL PET GROOMING! Folkston, 
Georgia, Highway 252. Call for directions and 
appointments, 912-390-2881. tfn

CHIHUAHUA PUPPIES, 12 weeks old, solid white, 
all first shots & wormed, 2 males, $350 each; 2 
females, $450 each; 2 very small pups, $800 each, 
no paper. Call John at 904-962-9777. 42320

ANIMALS

HILLIARD, 3BR/2BA home, with garage, no pets, 
$1350/month; $1000/deposit. Call 904-813-3154. tfn

NEW 3BR/2BA APARTMENTS in Callahan! $1,175/
month; $500/deposit; no pets. Visit: www.AxisPlex.
com or call 904-879-5495. tfn

FOR RENT

.63 ACRE in Hilliard at the corner of Orange & Fifth 
St.; l.72 ACRES in Hilliard, W. Fourth St., between 
Ohio and Missouri St. Call 879-2173. 43020

HOMES/LAND 
FOR SALE

WE BUY JUNK CARS! ALSO OFFERING 
TRACTOR WORK AND BACKHOE WORK. Call 
Laid Back Scrap Removal at 507-9580 or 879-1595. 
43020

WANTED TO BUY

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES now available at 
LIFE CARE CENTER OF HILLIARD- Now Hiring FL 
Licensed CNAs-Great starting pay rate! We offer a 
team-oriented environment along with a great benefit 
package. Please apply in person at 3756 West 3rd 
Street, Hilliard, (904)845-3988 or fax resume to (904) 
845-4456. tfn 

Life Care Center of Hilliard now hiring RNs and 
LPNs, must have FL License. Please apply in person 
to: 3756 West 3rd Street, Hilliard or fax resume to 
904-845-9487, or email to: Loren_Reddish@lcca.
com<mailto:Loren_Reddish@lcca.com. tfn

SEEKING EXPERIENCED LAWN TECHNICIAN, 
must have clean valid driver’s license, transportation 
and be dependable. Call (904) 879-6709 for an 
interview. tfn 

NOW HIRING EXPERIENCED LAWN TECH, part-
time, 2 to 3 hours per week, $10/hour, bi-weekly. Call 
904-554-4254. 42320

EMPLOYMENT

Tree & Debris Removal
Extreme Bush Hogging & Mulching
Stump Grinding • Excavator Work • Dirt Work

904-518-0349

C&C LAND PROS
WWW.CANDCLANDPROS.COM

L&D LAND
Call for a Free Estimate!

   

   
 

COREY WASDIN LAWN SERVICE: Residential or 
Commercial, licensed/insured, edging, weedeating, 
mowing, mulching, sod, landscaping, clean-up, 
pressure washing and more! Call 904-335-1629. 
43020

PAINTING! A New Look At An Old Price. Interior/
Exterior  Custom Painting and more. Fully Insured. 
Call 904-333-3262, www.mnlop.com.  tfn 

PRO WASH PRESSURE WASHING. We pressure 
wash anything, hot or cold water. FREE estimates. 
Call 904-507-9263. tfn  

JACKSON LAWN CARE & LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES. FREE Estimates! Mowing, edging, weed 
eating, blowing, pressure washing, landscaping, 
tractor work. Call (904) 434-5769. tfn

LONG DRY TIMES? DRYER OVERHEATING? Lint 
back up is a leading cause of house fires. Dryer vent 
cleaning is recommended once 
a year. Call us today to schedule 
your vent cleaning. Mention this 
ad and receive 10% OFF your 
service. LT’s Appliance Repair 
Corp., (904) 879-4419. tfn

SERVICES CONT.

DIRT PRO
755-1341

Fill Dirt • Top Soil • Rock
Sand • Hard Pan 

Land Clearing • Pond Digging
Mulching • Stump Grinding

Dirt Leveling & More
FREE ESTIMATES!

A New Look At An Old Price
It’s Not Just A Name

Interior/Exterior Custom Painting
Pressure Washing • Minor Home & Drywall Repair

Matthew D. Fisher, Owner

904-333-3262
www.mnlop.com

H & H Electrical Contractors

904-715-0663
Commercial & Residential

Veteran Owned & Operated

FREE Estimates!

ER#13015431

NORTH FLORIDA 
BRUSH CONTROL, LLC
Forestry Mulching • Bush Hogging

Site Prep • Property Access 
Driveways and More! 

BILL DAVIS, 
Owner/Operator

904-626-0254 
Licensed & Insured • Locally Owned & Operated

Shingles • Metal • Fiberglass
Flat Roofs • Custom Roofs • Metal Decks

904-813-5579
904-845-2872

Licensed & Insured 

Ricky Blalock
Owner

Lic #CCC1327312

WATERTITE 
    ROOFING
          of North Florida, Inc.

www.millscreekservices.com

904-414-5129• Driveways
• Culverts
• Dirt Leveling
• Grading
• Tree Removal
• Land Clearing Insured

NORTH FLORIDA SEAMLESS

  GUTTERS
                 WHEN QUALITY COUNTS!

904.707.1475
                                                                                                           Licensed & Insured  

100% 
Quality 

Guarantee

Freddie Cantrell
Owner

CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!       
 Commercial & Residential

           Tillman Roofing  
Shingles • Metal • Flat

Roof Repairs & Roof Maintenance 

904-845-8280
FAX 904-527-1463 • www.tillmanroofing.com
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

CCC1327969/CGC1512791

NCCOA Receives Mask Donation
During these challenging times related to 

COVID-19, acts of kindness are especially 
appreciated. Nassau Sewing for Hope, a local 
organization, delivered a second installment of 
donated handmade masks to Nassau County Council 
on Aging (NCCOA). Home Health staff, case 
managers and Meals on Wheels drivers use the non-
medical grade masks in their daily routines to help 
stop the spread of germs. Every mask is made with two layers of cotton and one layer of 
flannel or fleece, finished with elastic on each side; most of the fabric is donated. 

Masks were handmade by approximately 50 volunteers who are delivering on requests 
from local businesses and organizations in need of masks. If you would like to help this 
effort, contact Eliza Young at creativeliza@gmail.com or 305-790-0912.
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HOWARD & SON
APPLIANCES & MORE

Washers • Dryers • Stoves
30 Day Warranty on All Appliances!

Name Brand Overtsock Items 
Baby Items • Home Décor

Small Household Appliances
We buy broken appliances! Will pick up!

904-554-4238
542464 US Hwy. 1 • Callahan

Across from BP

Unka Dave’s 
Tractor Work

904-583-4616
 Land Clearing 

 Tree Removal 

 Debris Removal

treesandlandclearing.comLike me on Facebook!

904.608.5669

The SmartChoice© Eradicator
It has proven itself to be VERY EFFECTIVE in 

REMOVING SULFUR and IRON from your water.

Call Bob Chavers at

We can bring the Water Wagon 
to your home to fix the problem.

The Water Boys
Got Stinky Water? 
Nothing else is made like 

or works like the Eradicator.

It even removes iron!

Check out our website at
www.waterboysmacclennyfl.com

Transmissions • Engines • Diagnostics • Brakes • Tune-Ups
Suspension • CV Axles • Exhaust • Electrical • Window Regulators

Batteries • Oil Changes • Air Conditioners & More!

540425 US Highway 1 • Callahan MV99939

SPRING
CLEANING TIME! 
WE RENT

PRESSURE 
WASHERS

Brandies

Callahan         879-3456

OBITUARIES
Melissa Ann Conner

It is with great sadness 
that the family of Melissa 
Conner announces her passing 
Wednesday, April 15, 2020, 
after six years of battling the 

fight with cancer at the age of 52. 
Melissa is remembered by her son Kevin 

Michael (Heather) Bayless; grandchildren 
Conner Bayless, Brooke Bayless and 
Kynleigh Bayless; sisters Sandy Coffey and 
Holly Johnson; brothers Michael Conner, 
Mark Conner and Robby Crawford; and 
numerous nieces and nephews.

Memorial donations in memory 
of Melissa Conner may be made to: 
Community Hospice, 4266 Sunbeam Rd, 
Jacksonville, Fl 32257.

John 14:2 “In my Father’s house are 
many mansions, if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for 
you.” 

The family received friends prior to the 
memorial service held Saturday, April 18 in 
the chapel of Corey-Kerlin Funeral Home, 
Jacksonville.

Condolences may be expressed at www.
corey-kerlin.com.

Corey-Kerlin Funeral home was in 
charge of arrangements. 

Virginia May Howard
Virginia “Ginny” May 

Howard, 72, of Hilliard, went 
home to be with the Lord 
on April 15, 2020. She was 
born on September 22, 1947 

in Peoria, Illinois to Charles R. Hall and 
Virginia M. Hall. Ginny loved her family 
dearly, NASCAR, bingo, her church and the 
Florida State Seminoles. She is preceded 
in death by her parents; her husband JP 
Howard; and sister Barbara Rochel.

Ginny is survived by her children Johnny 
(Debbie) Currin, Virginia L. Ritchie, George 
(Sherrie) Currin, David Currin  and Susan 
(Shawn) Mortiner; eight grandchildren; and 
five great-grandchildren.

A private service was held Monday, 
April 17 in the chapel of Nassau Funeral 
Home, Callahan. Interment will follow 
in Otto, North Carolina where Ginny will 
finally be reunited with her loving JP. 

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral Home, 
Callahan, 904-879-1770. 

Visit www.nassaufh.com to sign the 
family’s guest book.

Richard Morrison Lee
Richard Morrison Lee, 48, 

of Callahan, passed away on 
April 14, 2020. He was born 
on November 23, 1971, in 
Jacksonville to the late Clarence 

Raymond and Patricia Lee. Richard 
attended Bryceville First Baptist Church. 
Richard loved his family. He enjoyed doing 
projects, like remodeling his home and 
he recently built a chicken condo. There 
wasn’t a task or project he couldn’t tackle. 
He was an awesome cookie maker and grill 
master. His latest hobby was collecting cars 
and he enjoyed working outside with his 
chickens by his side. He worked nights at 
Walmart D.C. in Macclenny, so he could be 
home during the day with his four children. 
His greatest joy was being with his family 
and watching his kids play basketball. At 

Sibbett Harper
Then came the morning, 

April 14, 2020, at 3:25 a.m., 
Sibbett Harper met his Lord 
and Savior face to face. Sib was 
born June 16, 1926 to Kiler and 

Winnie Jowers Harper, in Douglas, 
Georgia. His family included his 

brothers and sisters Myrtice, Hester, Ruth, 
Woodrow, Elmer and Felton, all deceased. 
Sib had very little education. He learned 
early in life, hard work and trusting God 

Vera Crews Eddy
Vera Crews Eddy was 

born on February 11, 1933 in 
Macclenny. She left this earth 
for her heavenly home on April 
16, 2020.

Vera was a member of the Anchor 
Church in Callahan and enjoyed attending 
church with her many dear friends and 
family. She was a loving person who had 
a big heart. Her children and grandchildren 
will have fond memories of her for many 

years to come. You will be greatly missed, 
but we know you have been longing to go 
to your forever spiritual home for eternity.

She was predeceased by her husband 
William Joe Eddy; her parents Leighton L. 
and Zylphia Thrift Crews; nine sisters and 
three brothers.

Vera has one surviving sister, Lydia 
Crews Davis. In 1950, after graduating 
from Macclenny Glen High School in Baker 
County, she married Joe and they were 
blessed with three children Vicki Eddy, 
Paulette (Donnie) Kirkland and Joseph 
Christopher (Dee) Eddy; grandmother to 10 
grandchildren; and 18 great-grandchildren.

Active pallbearers were Klynt 
Farmer, Jason Eddy, Daniel Eddy, Travis 
Higginbotham, Justin Kirkland and Mike 
Horton.

The family held a private graveside 
service Tuesday, April 21 at Jones Cemetery, 
Callahan.

Condolences may be expressed at www.
nassaufh.com. 

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral Home, 
Callahan, 904-879-1770. 

were the keys to success. On May 31, 1947, 
he married the love of his life, Ruth Carver 
Harper, and they recently celebrated 72 
years of marriage. 

Sib served our country during World 
War II in the United States Army. Upon 
receiving an Honorable discharge, he and 
Ruth moved to Macclenny. There he owned 
and operated Harpers’ Shoe Store where he 
was the top salesman and a shoe cobbler. 
Several years later Mr. Harper’s career lead 
him to beauty/barber school and he joined 
Ruth in the beauty profession at Sib & Ruth’s 
Beauty Salon, in Marietta. In later years, 
he transitioned to the retail convenience 
store business, Hi-Way Market on Phillips 
Highway & Sunbeam Road. He retired in 
1987 to enjoy family and grandchildren. 
Daddy lived a wonderful life. 

In addition to his wife Ruth; he is 
survived by two daughters, Renee (Ronnie) 
Dorminey of Jacksonville and Sybil (Billy) 
Purvis of Callahan; five grandchildren, 
Blake, Dusty, Winnie, Betsey and Maddison 
and six great-grandchildren, all of whom he 
loved and adored. Mr. Harper had many 
other relatives and close friends. He was a 
deacon and served God and others at First 
Baptist Church Jacksonville. 

The family would like to especially 
thank Carlotta and Dorothy for their 
many years of service and dedication, the 
entire staff at Rosecastle of Deerwood and 
Heartland Hospice for their loving care of 
our father. 

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, our family 
will have a private family graveside service. 

In lieu of flowers, please make 
contributions, in honor of Sibbett Harper, to 
Pinky Promise Foundation, PO Box 1934, 
Callahan, FL 32011 or Heartland Hospice, 
8130 Baymeadows Way West Suite 201, 
Jacksonville, FL 32256.Obituaries are published free of charge. 

They may be emailed to news@westsidejournal.net.
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Your LOCAL Plumber for Over 30 Years
BERT

NORMAN'S
PLUMBING, INC.

24 HOUR 
Plumbing 
Service

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

STRAIGHT FORWARD PRICING

904-225-5888
www.NormansPlumbing.com

$15 OFF
ANY SERVICE

With this Coupon

Call Today to 
Speak to a 
Company 

Representative, 
Not an Answering Service

CFC1427061 • CUC1224633

BERT NORMAN'S PLUMBING

Residential • Commercial • Auto Glass • Shower Enclosures

259-6070

9
0
4

Get a windshield 
replacement through 

your insurance or 
spend $200 or more 
and receive 2 FREE 
Steak Dinners at 

Cross Creek!

33 East Macclenny Ave. • Macclenny
Mack R. Peebles III - Owner

Pamela J. Soulé
attorney-at-law

Providing legal services including:
	 •		General	Practice
	 •		Contracts	Law
	 •		Family	Law
	 •		Wills,	Trusts	&	Probate
	 •		Professional	Licensing	Issues

(904) 910-3729 Call	to	schedule	your	appointment!

Since 1996

Jacksonville
4812 San Juan Ave.

Callahan
542412 US Hwy. 1, Suite D

www.soulelawoffice.com

work Richard was well liked and respected 
for his humor, knowledge and tremendous 
work ethic over the past 15 years.  

Our hearts are truly broken. He was a 
very special husband, father and friend. He 
will forever be missed. To his wife Windy, 
he will always be her Sugar. 

Richard is survived by his wife Windy; 
daughters Emily (15) and Sophia (14); sons 
Clayton (11) and Harrison (8); sister Patti 
and her husband Wes; nieces Shelby and 
Kayla Zufall; and many other aunts, uncles 
nieces and nephews and his best friend 
Charles Warren.

A memorial service was held Saturday, 
April 18 at Bryceville First Baptist Church.

Condolences may be expressed at www.
cedarbayfuneralhome.com. 

Cedar Bay Funeral Home handled 
arrangements.

OBITUARIES

Betty Jane Slagle
Betty Jane Slagle, 80, of 

the Hickory Flats (Virginia) 
community, passed away 
Tuesday, April 7, 2020 at her 
residence after an extended 

illness. Mrs. Slagle loved quilting, 
needlepoint, sewing and cooking.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents Ollie E. and Dollie Harrison Wood; 
her husband Morrison Slagle; a daughter 
Marina L. Slagle; and brothers Vernon 
Wood and Alan Wood. 

She is survived by her son Morris 
(Cindy) Slagle of Callahan; brothers David 
Wood, Olen (Pat) Wood, John (Jean) Wood 
and Gary (Denise) Wood; sisters Wanda 
(Gerald) Ramey, Carolyn Rasnic, Judy 
Hubble, Phyllis (Edgar) Fannon and Rita 
(Kurt) Bledsoe; five grandchildren; and 
eight great-grandchildren.

The family expresses deep appreciation 
to Betty’s caregivers, Louise, Hannah, 
Michelle, Ada and Harriet for the excellent 
care provided to her during her illness.

The family received friends Thursday, 
April 9 prior to the private funeral service 
at Mullins-Sturgill Funeral Home with 
Rev. Betty Marshall officiating. Private 
committal services followed at Lee 
Memorial Gardens in Woodway. 

To sign the guest book visit: www.
sturgillfuneralhome.com. 

Mullins-Sturgill Funeral Home handled 
arrangements. 

Drive-Thru Food Giveaway 
Buford Grove 

Baptist Church 
along with Farm Share
Thursday, April 30 

6 a.m. until supplies are gone 
OPEN TO ALL

553274 US Hwy 1 • Hilliard
Drive-Thru with windows up and trunk open to be blessed.


