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“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, 
for the LORD your God goes with you; He will never leave you nor forsake you.”  - Deuteronomy 31:6

Honoring Our Seniors at Life Care Center

Dawn S. West
Last Friday, Life Care Center of 

Hilliard residents and employees were 
able to ‘feel the love’ of many family and 
friends! A parade of mostly decorated 
vehicles, some filled with family 
members, rounded the front loop of 
Life Care with Nassau County Sheriff’s 
Office Deputy DeLaCruz escorting 
them through. Staff members from Life 
Care carefully lined the residents from 
the front of the building all the way 
down the side of the building where the 
parade exited, hoping to give everyone 
a visual of their loved one. There were 
many mothers and fathers, grandparents 

Remembering Memorial Day

Dawn S. West
Monday is Memorial Day. I know 

our minds have been inundated with 
the pandemic but Monday is a very 
important day in our nation’s history. 
Memorial Day is an American holiday 
observed on the last Monday of May 
every year. The holiday is to honor the 
men and women who passed away while 
serving in the United States military. 

Originally known as Decoration Day, 
it originated in the years following the 
Civil War and became an official federal 
holiday in 1971. Many Americans 
observe Memorial Day by visiting 
cemeteries or memorials, holding 
family gatherings and participating 
in parades. Unofficially, it marks the 
beginning of the summer season.

This year, more than ever, take time 
to reflect on the many lives that have 
been taken. Make your focus to be on 
the brave men and women who protect 
our freedom every day. Take time to 
remember those precious families who 
lost loved ones.

VFW Post 10095 will hold their 
Annual Memorial Day Service at 
Jones Cemetery in Callahan at 9 a.m. 
on Monday; and again at Oakwood 
Cemetery in Hilliard at 11 a.m. The 
VFW deserves so much appreciation 
for holding this special ceremony each 
year. The service lasts 20-30 minutes 
and gives each of us a special time to 
reflect on what is really important. Your 
attendance is greatly appreciated!

and extended family members glowing 
with joy to finally see their loved ones! 
As the parade went through, it was 
such an emotional event for everyone, 
even the one taking pictures. This was 
a ‘much needed’ event for both sides of 
the spectrum. It was certainly a bright 
light for everyone. Thank you to the 
activity department for organizing the 
event and for the amazing turn out of 
people for the parade. It was a special 
gift to all those who really needed it at 
this time. I’m thankful again for such 
a special event.  God bless all of you 
during this very difficult time.

See more photos on our Facebook page.
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 A Word 
From the Publisher

I really felt bad about not being 
able to write a little something about 
Mother’s Day, as I am so blessed to have 
the most wonderful mother! As many of 
you have noticed, our paper has been a 
little smaller these days as we struggle 
through this crazy ‘corona’ time. I’m 
really over it and ready for things to get 
back to some kind of normalcy.

Even though we are going through 
challenging times, we (Roger & I) still 
made time to see our precious mothers 
for Mother’s Day! We had my Mom 
and Dad, my brother Gus and Christie 
(wife), at our house Friday before 
Mother’s Day to celebrate special time 
with our mom! Mom is such a special 
lady. I’m so thankful she’s mine. I don’t 
think there has ever been a time that 
I have seen her angry. She has such a 
wonderful personality and smile that 
just reaches out to everyone. She never 
tires of giving and caring. She is an 
angel that faithfully relies on the Lord to 
take her through life. She went through 
several health issues a couple years 
ago and came out better. She’s always 
there when any of her children call (all 
5 - actually 10 because she calls all our 
spouses her children, too). Somehow 
she always has time for us. Thank you, 
Jesus for blessing me with a God-loving 
mother!

We visited Roger’s mother on 
Mother’s Day! She is so special. She is 
93 but doesn’t miss a beat. Somehow 
she keeps up with all of us! She, too, is a 
God-loving woman who is faithful and 
true to her Lord. She is a prayer warrior 
for all of her children and extended 
family. She has been extremely strong 
during this pandemic, as she doesn’t 
want to get sick. She so misses seeing 
her friends at church but she talks to 

several of them on the phone during 
the week. God has truly blessed me 
with precious role models in the joy of 
mothering. 

Motherhood was one of the best 
things in my life. That’s something 
we girls dream of and my dream came 
true in 1985 and 1987. I know when 
Jenny was born I thought I pretty much 
knew about it all. I had kept my sister’s 
children a lot and was a babysitter. 
Wow, does it change when it’s yours! I 
survived but not without many calls to 
my mom for advice. I will never forget 
when they went through chickenpox. 
Jenny was in Kindergarten and Levi 
was still home with me. Jenny didn’t 
have them that bad but when it rolled 
around to Levi…oh my! I had told mom 
how bad they were on the phone and 
she just laughed. Shortly after, she came 
over and said, “I’ve never seen them 
that bad!” I mean, she had 5 children 
and never seen them like this. I was 
panicked! Poor little Levi survived and 
so did I! 

Treasure your times with your 
children, because before you know it, 
they will be gone. And you never get 
those times back. They are precious 
gifts from God…and yes, sometimes 
you must walk away. That’s the only 
way to keep your sanity. My hats off to 
all you parents that have stepped into 
the ‘teaching’ field and congratulations 
for making it! Thank you Jesus for our 
teachers! Amen! Your children will love 
you for this crazy year! God bless you 
all. This too shall pass!

Have a blessed week! 

1 tablespoon oil
2 lbs. beef cube steaks
2 - 9 oz. cans tomato sauce

1 - 14 3/4 oz. can beef gravy
2 - 8 oz. pkgs frozen, diced potatoes with   
     green pepper and onion, thawed

Heat olive oil in a skillet over medium heat; brown steaks. Drain; place in large 
stockpot. Add tomato sauce, gravy and potatoes; bring to boil. Reduce heat to medium; 
simmer for 10 minutes, or until potatoes are tender.

In the Kitchen... Swiss Steak Dinner

In Response
Dear Editor,

Right on Roger! The virus is real…but the Dems see it as a powerful tool to destroy President 
Trump. They are willing to destroy the greatest economy ever to bring him down! A depression 
will kill more people than a virus. 

Darin Hawkins

Letters to the Editor S

Thought of the week...
There is nothing small in 

the service of God.

Letters to the Editor may be emailed to news@westsidejournal.net but must include a complete 
name. Letters should be no longer than 300 words.

NORTHEAST FL 
SEAMLESS GUTTERS 
& DRAINAGE, INC.

904-322-2063
Locally Owned & Operated by Joshua Werts

Licensed & Insured
FREE ESTIMATES!

SOFFIT & FACIA • PRESSURE WASHING
Running Gutter through the competition since 2015!

Unka Dave’s 
Tractor Work

904-583-4616
 Land Clearing 

 Tree Removal 

 Debris Removal

treesandlandclearing.comLike me on Facebook! C’mon!

BURKINS CHEVROLET
Don has over 50 YEARS OF SALES EXPERIENCE! 

904-259-6117 • www.burkinschevy.com
273 E. Macclenny Ave. • Macclenny, FL 32063

DON PROCTOR 
of Callahan is ready to make you a great deal!

L&D LAND
Call for a Free Estimate!

   

   
 

Curbside Service Available 
at the Library

Beginning June 1st all Nassau 
County Public Libraries will offer 
curbside pickup service! In order 
to prepare for curbside pickup, we 
kindly ask you to return, as soon as 
possible, all library materials you have 
to any Nassau County Public Library 
Branch. All materials returned will be 
sanitized and quarantined before they 
are checked-out again. All book returns 
remain open 24/7 for your convenience. 

Curbside pickup will be available, 
by appointment only, at the Fernandina 
Beach, Callahan and Hilliard Branches 
Monday - Friday from 10-11:30 a.m. 
and again from 4-5:30 p.m.  Curbside 
pickup will be available from the 
Bryceville and Yulee Branches Monday 
- Thursday from 10-11:30 a.m. and 
again from 4-5:30 p.m.  

New books are ready to be checked 
out!  Easy to do! Go to the library 
online catalog and place your request 

on hold. A library team member will 
call you, or you will receive an email, 
when your items are ready to pick up. 
Schedule your pickup time online or 
call your local branch by selecting its 
extension at 904-530-6500.  Your books 
will already be checked-out to you.

New: We are now offering reusable, 
curbside pickup bags! The fabric bags 
are safer to use and can be used over 
again, purchase for only $2. Order your 
bag online or when you speak to a library 
team member. Pay for your purchase 
online from your library account.

Courtesy WIFI Now Available! 
Need a WIFI connection? Pull up to 
any Nassau County Public Library 
branch and enjoy complimentary WIFI 
for a limited time. Look for the Library-
guest network and enter the password 
Covid-19. Signal strength will vary by 
branch. Curbside WIFI is not available 
at Yulee Branch at this time.



Just My Opinion
Roger R. West
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Fish Talk
Kids Fishing Spotlight

Chris Cockerham, Reel Habit
Work has been busy and it is hard to find time on the water. Luckily, many local 

youngsters have been out fishing. Here are just a few that shared with me. 

Please email updates for the Monthly Calendars 
as things begin to return back to normal to: 

news@westsidejournal.net or call us at 904-879-4180

Reformers Unanimous Free Addiction Program every Friday from 7 - 9 p.m. at 
Grace Baptist Church, 479 N Center St., Baldwin. Coffee, dessert and conversation. 
All are welcome. 

EVENTS AROUND TOWN

TURN YOUR TREES INTO $$$
WE BUY TIMBER

3 Acre Minimum

Bulldozer, Excavator and 
Tractor Work Also Available

B&V TIMBER
(904)845-2804

Hilliard

Transmissions • Engines • Diagnostics • Brakes • Tune-Ups
Suspension • CV Axles • Exhaust • Electrical • Window Regulators

Batteries • Oil Changes • Air Conditioners & More!

540425 US Highway 1 • Callahan MV99939

ASPHALT 
MILLINGS

$400 Per Load
Delivered in Nassau County

Call for Availability and Scheduling
904-378-9700

Ext. 107
Ask for Alicia

www.floridainf.com
Callahan, Florida

904-713-9600
“Perfect Temperature Any Season”

ASK US HOW TO 
CUT YOUR POWER BILL IN HALF!

#CAC057369

America’s #1 Selling Brand of Ductless

www.tropicaire.net

If you are like me, you are growing 
weary of having the COVID-19 
pandemic political scam highlighting 
nearly every minute of news casts and 
print. As I have said in the past, the 
virus is real and can be very serious 
and deadly for some, just as any typical 
virus that has ever been transmitted. 
What makes this one different is the 
politicization. From China to the World 
Health Organization to the Democratic 
Party, all are using this virus as a means 
to wreck the American economy. My 
guess is the virus will become near 
obsolete after November. 

In the meantime, the Democrats are 
going to be full force ahead at shoving 
their Socialist platform down our throats 
in the name of saving us from the virus. 
As of right now, the most deadly virus 
in America is the Democratic Party. 
They continue to introduce bills labeled 
stimulus that are in fact nothing more 
than a way to increase the national debt 
to unfathomable limits and includes 
so many liberal pork-barrel items that 
have nothing what so ever to do with 
COVID-19.

On May 1, House Democrats 
introduced a new bill, HR 6666. This 
resolution is cited as the “COVID-19 
Testing, Reaching and Contacting 

Everyone (TRACE) Act.” This is a Bill 
to authorize the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services to award grants to 
eligible entities to conduct diagnostic 
testing for COVID-19 and related 
activities such as contact tracing, 
through mobile health units and, as 
necessary, at individuals’ residences, 
and for other purposes.” 

According to 
‘childrenshealthdefence.org’ HR 6666 
is conspicuously vague. It allocates 
$100 billion in taxpayer funds to entities 
of the CDC’s choosing for contract 
tracing and for “other purposes.” No 
additional purposes are specified which 
establishes the potential for abuse of 
individual rights in myriad ways. They 
state that this bill crates a de facto, 
federally-funded “health” police force 
with power to “conduct diagnostic 
testing for COVID-19, and related 
activities…at individuals’ residences,” 
paving the road to violations of 
constitutional rights to due process and 
equal protection.

It’s my belief that HR 6666 is 
dangerous, unconstitutional and 
definitely threatens the liberty of all 
Americans. 

As always…that’s just my opinion! 
God Bless America!
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Your LOCAL Plumber for Over 30 Years
BERT

NORMAN'S
PLUMBING, INC.

24 HOUR 
Plumbing 
Service

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

STRAIGHT FORWARD PRICING

904-225-5888
www.NormansPlumbing.com

$15 OFF
ANY SERVICE

With this Coupon

Call Today to 
Speak to a 
Company 

Representative, 
Not an Answering Service

CFC1427061 • CUC1224633

BERT NORMAN'S PLUMBING

COMMERCIAL PRINTING AT ITS BEST!
Full Color Business Cards • Brochures • Flyers

Color Copies • Resumés • Wedding Invitations
UPS • Computer Workstations

Conveniently located across from Badcock Furniture • US1 • Callahan
Quality Printing Since 1976

879-2305

There is often a fine line of difference between control and 
guidance. Control has been defined as the person who makes 
all the decisions. Guidance shows the correct path but the 
individual still makes the final decision. It has been said that 
proper guidance is stronger than control. So when I say the 
Lord is still in control, what do I mean? 

Control is a big issue for some people and is sometimes 
hard to define and accept. When I am driving our car, I am 

in control of the vehicle and where we go. Yet when Judith, my wife, is giving 
instructions from a map or watching for our place of destination, as I listen to her, 
she is in control of the direction we go. 

Sometimes we think we are in control when we are not.  Our church, First 
Alliance Church of Hilliard, is having Sunday Morning in-person services for those 
that can attend but we are online also. This past Sunday we were ready to go online 
and the video portion quit on us. No matter what we did – no video! We seemed to 
have no control. Frustrated, I heard some say that it’s okay because we can listen.

Those words struck me as I walked up to the front of the church and began to 
think that here I was getting frustrated over technical issues out of our control when 
I should be thinking about the service. My thoughts turned to the message of the 
morning that was Peter’s sermon from Acts chapter 2. Peter had one thought in 
mind - share the Good News of the risen Lord. The Holy Spirit reminded me that 
the Lord was still in control and He would handle things and my responsibility was 
to follow His guidance. 

We think of guidance as empowering someone with the knowledge and skills to 
accomplish a mission or task. God has promised to lead and guide us through all 
areas of life. The Scripture is full of these promises. His guidance is: Forever: “For 
this God is our God for ever and ever; he will be our guide even to the end.” Psalm 
48:14; Gives Counsel: “You guide me with your counsel…” Psalm 73:24; Guide 
into all truth: “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the 
truth…” John 16:13; Right paths/Righteousness: “…He guides me along the right 
paths.” Psalm 23:3; Teaches me: “Guide me in your truth and teach me…” Psalm 
25:5; Guidance by His hand: “… even there your hand will guide me, your right 
hand will hold me fast.” Psalm 139:10.

Coming back to the question of control or guidance in our lives, we find that the 
answer is both. The Lord God in His great wisdom guides us as we put our faith in 
Him. As we read His Word and listen to the Holy Spirit speak to our hearts we can 
be absolutely assured that God will never give wrong counsel, untruths or take us 
down the wrong path. 

Perhaps the Lord allowed the technical issues last Sunday morning to happen to 
teach me to rely more on Him and let the Holy Spirit speak to my heart. Every day 
the Lord is there to teach you and me new truths. What have you learned lately from 
allowing the Lord to guide, thus control, you?

When we are following God’s guidance, we can know that He is in control. We 
may not understand all that is happening but we have confidence in the guidance of 
the sovereign Lord. 

Control or Guidance or Both?
Pastor Ted Heglund, First Alliance Church, Hilliard

FSCJ Receives Grant 
for Automotive Programs

Florida State College at Jacksonville 
(FSCJ) was recently awarded a 
$574,639 grant from the National 
Science Foundation (NSF) in support 
of the Advanced Driver Assistance 
Systems Technician project. In response 
to the shift in recent transportation 
technology for the development of 
autonomous vehicles and intelligent 
cars, the project will help 
to produce workforce-ready 
advanced driver assistance 
system (ADAS) technicians 
for the automotive industry. 

Funded by the Advanced 
Technological Education 
program that focuses on the 
education of technicians for 
the advanced technology 
fields that drive the nation's 
economy, the three-year grant project 
will allow FSCJ to add ADAS systems 
and diagnosis instruction to the College’s 
Automotive Service Management 
Technology Associate in Applied 
Science (A.A.S.) degree. Additionally, 
the College will develop an ADAS 
Technician Technical Certificate (T.C.) 
which will be embedded in the A.A.S. 
program. 

With the support of industry 
partners, instruction will be designed 
to develop graduates who are skilled 
in ADAS methodologies to fill a gap 
in the modern automotive workforce. 
The project intends to enhance student 
learning in science and engineering 
technician education by: 1) developing 
current ADAS-intelligent vehicle 

course content; 2) implementing an 
ADAS technical certificate program 
tied to a relevant industry credential 
developed in partnership with national 
automotive credentialing organizations; 
3) acquiring autonomous vehicle 
simulation and ADAS lab training 
equipment; and 4) obtaining hands-
on ADAS vehicle diagnostic trainers 

and autonomous vehicle 
mini-labs. Between the 
curricular improvements and 
new equipment, students 
will learn fundamentals of 
ADAS systems and diagnosis 
including sensor technology 
such as light imaging, 
detection and ranging 
(LiDAR), wireless systems, 
radar units, ultrasonic 

transmitters, and steering angle sensors. 
Students will be able to utilize the 
same equipment that is used in industry 
settings, including ADAS camera 
alignment fixtures with scan tools. 

“We are grateful to the National 
Science Foundation for their continued 
partnership that brings innovative 
learning and high-level training 
opportunities that help us prepare the 
workforce of tomorrow,” said College 
President Dr. John Avendano. “Our 
community is leading the way to the 
future of autonomous vehicles and, 
thanks to this grant, FSCJ looks forward 
to supporting the local and national 
need for skilled advanced technological 
workers and contributing to the next 
generation of automotive technology.”

Dirt Work
Excavator Work
Extreme Bush Hogging & Mulching

904-518-0349

C&C LAND PROS
WWW.CANDCLANDPROS.COM

Licensed & Insured

FREE WEDNESDAY 
COMMUNITY DINNER

5 p.m. • Callahan Methodist Church • Walk up
Located beside Callahan Elementary School
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12545 N. MAIN STREET • JACKSONVILLE
757-1888

HOURS: 8:30 AM - 6 PM, CLOSED SUNDAY & WEDNESDAY
Check us out on

FACEBOOKWe accept Food Stamps, Visa, MC, Discover & AMEX

HOUSTON’S 
MEATS

CELEBRATE MEMORIAL DAY!
We will be closed Monday, 

Tuesday & Wednesday! 
Enjoy time with your family!
Fresh Fryer 

Leg Quarters
Breaded Chicken

Tenderloins
1 lb. Can

Crab Meat

6 lb. Pkg. 
Hillshire Smoked
Polish Sausage

12 lb. Box

Philly Steaks

Expires 5-26-20  WJ                                                                                                                         While Supplies Last                                                                          

Expires 5-26-20  WJ                                                                                                                                  Limit 4 Please

Expires 5-26-20  WJ                                                                                                                             With this Coupon                                                     

Expires 5-26-20  WJ                                                                                                                             With this Coupon                                                     

Expires 5-26-20  WJ                                                                                                                            With this Coupon                                                     

10 lb. 
Bag

5 lb.
Bag

$495

$500

$795

$995

$2400

Spa Package Includes 1-Hour Custom Facial with Enzyme Fruit Peel, 
Steam, Microderm Scrub, Exfoliation, Facial Mask, Tension Relief Massage, Shampoo, 
Blow Dry with Keratin Conditioning Treatment (Allow 2 Hours)

PRIVATE STUDIO

50% OFF
Receive an additional 

25% OFF COUPON at time of service. 
MUST PRESENT AD AT TIME OF SERVICE. Expires Nov. 2020

542412 US Hwy. 1 • Suite A • Callahan, Florida 32011
HighlightsandSkinCare.com • 904-418-1664

Highlights and Skincare by Donna Lynn
LIMIT 1 PER CLIENT, EXPIRES JULY 31, 2020

ADDITIONAL

Regular: $8000   
With this Coupon: $4000

NORTH FLORIDA SEAMLESS

  GUTTERS
                 WHEN QUALITY COUNTS!

904.707.1475
                                                                                                           Licensed & Insured  

100% 
Quality 

Guarantee

Freddie Cantrell
Owner

CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!       
 Commercial & Residential

DIRT PRO
755-1341

Fill Dirt • Top Soil • Rock
Sand • Hard Pan 

Land Clearing • Pond Digging
Mulching • Stump Grinding

Dirt Leveling & More
FREE ESTIMATES!

Hilliard Student Among 
OREMC Scholarship Winners

Okefenoke REMC is 
pleased to announce its 
2020 OREMC Scholarship 
winners. This is the 27th 
year OREMC has awarded 
scholarships to students 
residing in one of the eight 
counties it serves—Brantley, 
Camden, Charlton, Glynn, 
Ware and Wayne counties 
in Georgia, and Baker 
and Nassau counties in Florida. Ten 
scholarships of $2,000 each were 
awarded to students accepted to a 
college or technical school and based on 
their autobiographical sketch, academic 
achievement, extra-curricular and 
community service activities, letters of 
recommendation and financial need. 
Their awards bring OREMC’s total 

scholarships to $240,000. 
This year’s winner from 

Hilliard Middle-Senior High 
School is Cole Tilley. Cole is 
the son of Brent and Rhonda 
Tilley. Basketball, track and 
cross country are some of the 
activities Cole participates 
in, along with being a 
member of BETA Club, 
National Honor Society, 

Senior Class Committee, Chick-fil-A 
Leader Academy and Youth Leadership 
Nassau. Cole volunteers with Relay for 
Life, Hilliard Town Clean-Up, Hilliard 
Elementary School and serving with the 
children’s ministry at his church. He 
plans to attend either the University of 
Florida or Florida State University. 

Parade at Callahan Elementary Friday 
This Friday, May 22, Callahan Elementary School will hold a celebration parade 

for the ‘last day’ of school! The parade will begin at 9 a.m. and will be held in the 
CES Bus loop. All teachers, administrators, paras and cafeteria personnel will be 
standing outside to wave to their students and families. People are encouraged to 
make signs, wave and blow your horns for your favorites! Come and show your 
support for this different school year and the appreciation for our schools and great 
parents! 

Lemond Qualifies for District 3 
Commission Race

Brent Lemond, conservative 
Republican candidate for Nassau County 
Commission District 3, announced he 
has submitted the requisite number of 
verified voter petitions 
to qualify for the August 
18th primary election. 
Lemond is currently the 
Director of Career and 
Adult Education for the 
Nassau County School 
District. 

“We are grateful for 
the support received from 
so many Nassau County 
voters in supporting 
our effort to qualify by 
petition. Like many of 
our neighbors, we have all watched as 
some of our leaders made poor financial 
and land-use decisions. These choices 
have enriched a few ‘good ole’ boys’ 
while leading to increased taxes and 
diminished quality of life for the rest of 
us. For Nassau County to reach its true 
potential, we must “Think Nassau!” 
and move past political cronyism and 
elect leaders based on experience, 

education, and what they can bring to 
the county. I offer my candidacy to the 
voters to consider as we move forward 
in challenging times for us all.”

Lemond resides in  
Yulee with his wife, 
Brandy, and their three 
children, Robert (15), 
Elizabeth (12) and 
Benjamin (3). He earned 
a Master of Business 
Administration degree 
from Mercer University 
(2001), a bachelor’s 
degree from the 
University of North 
Florida (1992), and 
holds an Educational 

Leadership Certification from the 
Florida Department of Education. 
He has volunteered as the Workforce 
Development Chairman of the Nassau 
County Economic Development Board 
since 2012.

To learn more about Brent Lemond, 
join the campaign or volunteer call 
him at (904) 403-7002 or email him at: 
BrentLemond@hotmail.com.           

Delivery of Free Meals 
to Seniors Continues

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Nassau County seniors cannot visit 
Nassau County Council on Aging’s 
Fernandina Beach and Hilliard Life 
Centers. So, NCCOA will come to them 
with balanced, nutritious meals. Any 
Nassau County senior age 60 or over 
may request a week of free meals. If you 
are interested, follow these simple steps: 
1. Call NCCOA at (904) 261-0701. 2. 

Tell the staff member you would like to 
request meals. 3. NCCOA will complete 
an intake form that includes your name, 
address, phone number and birthdate. 4. 
Your delivery will be scheduled. 

If you are able to lend your 
financial support for Nassau County 
seniors, contact Development Director 
Wallace Bennett at (904) 775-5481 or 
wbennett@nassaucountycoa.org.
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H & H Electrical Contractors

904-715-0663
Commercial & Residential

Veteran Owned & Operated

FREE Estimates!

ER#13015431

Pamela J. Soulé
attorney-at-law

Providing legal services including:
	 •		General	Practice
	 •		Contracts	Law
	 •		Family	Law
	 •		Wills,	Trusts	&	Probate
	 •		Professional	Licensing	Issues

(904) 910-3729 Call	to	schedule	your	appointment!

Since 1996

Jacksonville
4812 San Juan Ave.

Callahan
542412 US Hwy. 1, Suite D

www.soulelawoffice.com

Doing Double Duty!
On Monday, May 18, the Nassau County Sheriff’s Office’s Marine Unit 

responded to a boat fire that occurred in the Jolly River. The occupants, from 
Springfield, Massachusetts, escaped on their dinghy boat. NCSO deputies turned 
into firemen and used their dewatering/fire pump in an attempt to put out the fire.

Welcome Back…Hilliard Donuts

Dawn S. West
I was told many times about the 

Hilliard Donut Shop but never had a 
chance to drop in and visit or I knew 
it would be dangerous if I did! Ha ha! 
Good news…the Hilliard Donuts & 
Kolaches Shop is now back open and 
ready to serve you! The shop opened in 
January in Hilliard but had to close in 
April, no thanks to the pandemic, due 
to not being able to get the product they 
needed to bake. 

The family owned business is happy 
to be back and in full service. When I 
visited, I was lucky to catch the DeBerry 
children run in the door with excitement 
to see all the donuts! Their faces told it 
all. Later they enjoyed their treats on the 
sidewalk! They offer donuts of all kinds: 
glazed, chocolate (and more) covered, 
sprinkles; blueberry cake donuts; 
and of course filled: Bavarian Crème 
(my favorite), strawberry, raspberry 
and Boston Crème. They also have 
Kolaches, croissants and biscuits. Also, 

they do make all their own bread, so 
watch out, it’s amazing! The Kolaches 
are similar to a pig-in-a-blanket with 
sausage or jalapeno sausage. I was also 
told of the ‘heart attack’ Kolach, with 
sausage, bacon, egg and cheese, with 
a reminder they make their own bread. 
Unfortunately, there was nothing I got 
that we (Roger or me) didn’t like.

The shop is located in the Franklin 
Center in Hilliard, directly across 
the parking lot from R & R Wings at 
551856 US Highway 1, Ste. 106. Their 
hours are: Wednesday – Friday, 5:30 
a.m. – noon; and Saturday, 6:30 a.m. – 
noon.  They do request if you need 3 
dozen donuts or more, please call, 904-
675-9169,  in advance to order them so 
they can prepare. Happy donuts to you! 
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Serving western Nassau County for over 20 Years!

CRC#1328655

NEW HOMES
ON OUR LAND OR YOURS!

904-838-6136
Lee Greene

YOUR HOMETOWN BUILDER!

879-2400
450044 SR 200 • CALLAHAN

Open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

757-1924
12601 N. MAIN ST. • JACKSONVILLE

Like us on Facebook                                               www.aabottledgas.com 

Pre-Order your Generac Generator 
Whole Home System today!

22KW Whole Home System

NEED A GENERATOR?
CALL AND ASK ABOUT OUR 

GENERATOR & TANK PACKAGES!

$300
OFF Any 
Cylinder

Expires 6/30/20

Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches Camp Sorensen Capital Campaign
The Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches 

has embarked on a $3.7 million 
campaign to renovate and open Camp 
Sorensen in Nassau County in order 
to provide expanded youth camping 
programs in Northeast Florida. 
The campaign was launched when 
Firehouse Subs Co-Founder, Robin 
Sorensen and his wife Tabitha, made an 
anchor gift to purchase, renovate and 
open Camp Sorensen. The Sorensens 
funded the Youth Ranches $900,000 
purchase of the former First Baptist 
Church of Jacksonville Hilliard Retreat 
Center. The couple has a big heart when 
it comes to kids and is large donors of 
several children-focused charities in 
Northeast Florida. 

“When Tabitha and I found out the 
church was selling the property, the 
opportunity presented itself to find an 
organization that could put it to good 
use for kids in the area,” says Robin 
Sorensen. “After doing our research, 
we were surprised to find out that the 
Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranch did not 
have a facility in Northeast Florida. 
This purchase will allow 1,500 at-
risk youth to be able to use 
Camp Sorensen year around. 
It is a perfect marriage that 
meets a large need in our 
community.” 

Camp Sorensen will 
provide camping services 
for deserving children from 
around the state each year. 
Our summer camping programs 
teach boys and girls team building 
activities while having fun with 
volunteer deputies. Camp activities 

include high ropes, challenge course, 
swimming, canoeing, archery and a 
host of traditional camp activities. 

During the remainder of the year, 
the camp will offer programming 
related to leadership, diversity, athletics 
and team building through community 

partnerships.
Nassau County Sheriff Bill 

Leeper remarked, “As past-
Chairman of the Board for 
the Florida Sheriffs Youth 
Ranches I feel this is a 
great addition to the Youth 
Ranches cadre of services.  

In addition to camping 
programs for children in 

Northeast Florida, there is 
a possibility for partnerships year-
round related to leadership activities, 
training, sports collaborations, out-door 

education and so much more. In fact, I 
am pleased to share Operation Purple 
has already reached out to partner with 
the Youth Ranches to host a buddy 
camp for the children of our deployed 
military members. I am grateful for 
the Sorensen’s vision of activities for 
children in Northeast Florida and the 
resulting gift to the Youth Ranches.”

Youth Ranches President Bill Frye 
stated, “Our camping programs are 
full every year with a generous waiting 
list. This is a great opportunity to serve 
more boys and girls. We are grateful for 
this generous gift and an opportunity 
to expand our services in northeast 
Florida.”

The campaign is structured so that 
donors can choose particular areas 

of interest to support with possible 
naming and recognition opportunities. 
“The Youth Ranches is a donor 
funded organization and relies on the 
generosity of individuals, organizations, 
foundations and companies to fund our 
programs. We have reached 37% of the 
campaign goal but more is needed to 
complete the project,” shares Frye.

For a complete informational packet 
about this project or if you wish to 
donate, please call Maria Knapp at 
(386) 842-5501 or visit our website at 
www.youthranches.org.

The mission of the Florida Sheriffs 
Youth Ranches is to prevent delinquency 
and develop lawful, resilient and 
productive citizens. This year the Youth 
Ranches will serve over 7,000 boys 
and girls. This charitable nonprofit 
corporation was founded by the Florida 
Sheriffs Association and operates three 
residential child-care campuses and four 
summer youth camps. Additionally, it 
provides community-based programs to 
as many of Florida’s needy and troubled 
children as funds will permit. Voluntary 
contributions are the primary source 
of funding, especially thoughtful gifts 
made through special bequests in wills 
and trusts.

The Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches, 
Inc. is nationally accredited by the 
Council on Accreditation and the 
American Camp Association. If you 
would like more information about 
the Youth Ranches, please contact 
us at 1-800-765-3797, or visit www.
youthranches.org.

           Tillman Roofing  
Shingles • Metal • Flat

Roof Repairs & Roof Maintenance 

904-845-8280
FAX 904-527-1463 • www.tillmanroofing.com
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

CCC1327969/CGC1512791

www.mywestsidejournal.com
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Classified Deadline is Tuesdays at noon. 
Call 879-4180 

or email news@westsidejournal.net 

It is illegal to discriminate against any person because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin in the sale, rental, financing, appraisal of housing or in the provision of real estate brokerage services. If you 
believe you have been discriminated against or would like further information about your rights or obligations under the Fair Housing Act call Jacksonville Area Legal Aid at 904-356-8371.

SERVICES
DEBRIS REMOVAL, storm clean-up, demo of mobile 
homes and sheds. Call Frank at 759-3900. tfn 

PRESSURE WASHING & LAWN MAINTENANCE 
services. FREE Estimates! Call (904) 813-9727 or 
879-2518. tfn 

ADDISON TRACTOR WORK! Bushhogging, 
discing, blading. Residential and Commercial. Call 
Mark for free estimates 904-710-8439. tfn

JACKSON LAWN CARE & LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES. FREE Estimates! Mowing, edging, weed 
eating, blowing, pressure washing, landscaping, 
tractor work. Call (904) 434-5769. tfn 

UPHOLSTERY - WE ARE OPEN! ROWLAND’S 
OF CALLAHAN. Don’t throw that furniture away! 
Refurbish it! Change colors! FREE estimates! Call 
879-5130 or 398-1653. 

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING. Repairs, FREE 
Estimates on New Installations. Licensed & Insured. 
Owner Timothy Reeves, Reeves Climate Control 
(904) 238-8492. tfn

THE MOWER & SAW SHOP! Lawn equipment 
repairs both 2 and 4 cycle. Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. 
- 5 p.m. Call (904) 472-0600. tfn

SUPERIOR STUMP GRINDING: Professional, 
affordable, dependable, licensed & Insured. Self-
propelled grinder can fit through a 36” gate opening 
to access your yard. Any size stump. Call Robert at 
(904) 699-8957. tfn

C & C LAND PROS offers extreme bush hogging 
along with installing culverts and driveways. Licensed 
and Insured. Call (904) 518-0349. tfn 

AFFORDABLE TREE SERVICE, trimming/removal, 
licensed and insured, difficult removal specialist. 
FREE estimates. Call 904-349-0869. tfn  

ART’S LOCKOUT SERVICE. Locksmith/Lockout 
Specialist. Licensed, bonded, insured, 24/7 
emergency services, auto, home, business. Serving: 
Nassau, Duval, Charlton & Camden Counties. 
904-294-0314, ArtsLockout.biz or FB/Art’s Lockout 
Service. tfn  

FOURAKER MECHANICAL HEATING & AC. 
Installation and service of all brands! Locally owned 
& operated. FREE estimates! Call 945-5404. tfn 

C & C SAW & MOWER. We fix lawnmowers and 
tractors. Welding services also available. Call Chuck 
at 904-507-9263. tfn 

PAVERS, CONCRETE AND MORE! Remove/install 
driveways, walkways, patios, sidewalks, slabs and 
more! FREE Estimates! Licensed and Insured, 20 
years experience. Call 904-651-5593. tfn 

TREE SERVICE & STUMP GRINDING! Tree 
trimming, tree removal. Leonard’s Tractor Service, 
(904) 813-9514 or (904) 562-9231. FREE estimates!  

AIR POWER HEATING & AIR: Installation and 
Service. Serving Nassau County. Mention this ad to 
receive 10% OFF. Call (904) 314-8892. CAC1815504  

PAINTING! A New Look At An Old Price. Interior/
Exterior  Custom Painting and more. Fully Insured. 
Call 904-333-3262, www.mnlop.com.  tfn 

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Deadline is Tuesdays at Noon
879-4180  •  news@westsidejournal.net

PIANO, GUITAR, UKULELE AND DRUMS 
LESSONS! All ages, 4 years to adult. 
Experienced teacher. www.joelpacepiano.com, 
joelpace@juno.com. 904-766-9544. $75 per 
month. tfn

FOR SALE
FILL DIRT, SAND, TOP SOIL, CHEAP! 18-yard 
load, Callahan/Hilliard area. Tree removal available. 
Call 416-6082. tfn

DIRT CHEAP! Fill dirt, sand, top soil, rock and hard 
pan, 18-yard bed, land clearing and tree removal. 
Call Dirt Pro at 755-1341. tfn 

MOBILE HOME bathroom remodeling or repairs 
including vinyl soffit and siding. All types of mobile 
home and deck repairs. Call 879-9631. tfn

HANDYMAN
E-Z REPAIRS! Home repairs: Full remodels, decks, 
plumbing, roofing, flooring, siding, interior/exterior 
painting, etc. 25 years experience. FREE estimates! 
Call  Tom at (904) 586-5078. 52820

PROFESSIONAL PET GROOMING! Folkston, 
Georgia, Highway 252. Call for directions and 
appointments, 912-390-2881. tfn

CHIHUAHUA PUPPIES, born January 23, solid 
white, all first shots & wormed, all pee pad trained, 
1 male, $300; 2 very small pups, $700 each, no 
papers. Call John at (904) 962-9777. 52120

FREE PIGS, males and 
females! Come and get them! 
Call 904-845-2469. 52120

LOOKING FOR UNWANTED HORSES, cows and 
goats. Free pick-up! Call 1-904-222-5054. 52820

ANIMALS

LIVESTOCK

NEW 3BR/2BA APARTMENTS in Callahan! $1,175/
month; $500/deposit; no pets. Visit: www.AxisPlex.
com or call 904-879-5495. tfn

3BR/1BA SINGLEWIDE, shared fenced yard, 
no pets, Callahan, $800/month; $800/deposit; 
background check & application fee. Call First Coast 
Realty, 879-1008, available now. 52820

HILLIARD, 3BR/2BA HOME with carport and 
storage shed, no pets, $1150/month; $1000/deposit. 
Call (904) 813-3154. tfn

3BR/2BA HOUSE, Callahan, CH/A, nice yard and 
neighborhood, no pets, $1300/month; $1300/deposit. 
Call 904-507-9580. 

FOR RENT

COUNTRY BRICK HOME, 4BR, 3.5BA on 1.1 
acres, large great room, fireplace, dining room, 
large equipped, eat in kitchen, 
master suite with office and 
sitting area, new flooring, new 
paint, additional guest room 
with bath. Call First Coast 
Realty, Inc. at 879-1008. 

AMHURST OAKS, 3BR/2BA HOME, living room, 
dining room, double car 
garage, Callahan City limits, 
close to schools, church & 
restaurants. Call First Coast 
Realty, Inc., 879-1008. 52820

HOMES/LAND 
FOR SALE

WE BUY JUNK CARS! ALSO OFFERING 
TRACTOR WORK AND BACKHOE WORK. Call 
Laid Back Scrap Removal at 507-9580 or 879-1595. 

WANTED TO BUY

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES now available at 
LIFE CARE CENTER OF HILLIARD- Now Hiring FL 
Licensed CNAs-Great starting pay rate! We offer a 
team-oriented environment along with a great benefit 
package. Please apply in person at 3756 West 3rd 
Street, Hilliard, (904)845-3988 or fax resume to (904) 
845-4456. tfn 

Life Care Center of Hilliard now hiring RNs and 
LPNs, must have FL License. Please apply in person 
to: 3756 West 3rd Street, Hilliard or fax resume to 
904-845-9487, or email to: Loren_Reddish@lcca.
com<mailto:Loren_Reddish@lcca.com. tfn

SEEKING EXPERIENCED LAWN TECHNICIAN, 
must have clean valid driver’s license, transportation 
and be dependable. Call (904) 879-6709 for an 
interview. tfn 

HELPING HANDS NEEDED! Farm work and hot 
house. Call 904-838-3989. tfn

DIETARY AIDE, part time evenings. Prior food service 
experience preferred. Please apply online at www.
lifecarecareers.com. LCCHilliard/904-845-3988. tfn

R & R WINGS in Hilliard is HIRING for MANAGERS! 
Please call or text, 904-708-4729, to set up interview. 
52820

R & R WINGS in Hilliard is HIRING for KITCHEN 
STAFF. Apply in person at 551856 US Highway 1, 
Hilliard. 52820

EXPERIENCED MEAT CUTTER needed at old 
fashion meat market! Apply in person at Houston’s 
Meats, 12545 N. Main Street, Jacksonville. 52820

Seeking DETAIL-ORIENTED FULLTIME WORKER 
(over 18) for company located in Callahan. Must have 
valid & clean license, dependable transportation, 
reliable means of contact (availability for emergency 
calls) & not afraid of heights. Random drug tests will 
apply. Please call (904) 422-8472 if interested. 52120

EMPLOYMENT

PRO WASH PRESSURE WASHING. We pressure 
wash anything, hot or cold water. FREE estimates. 
Call 904-507-9263. tfn  

AQUA MASTERS PRESSURE WASHING! Top 
quality and affordable! Local, licensed and insured 
and highly referred! Call 904-207-0920. 52820

LONG DRY TIMES? DRYER OVERHEATING? Lint 
back up is a leading cause of house fires. Dryer vent 
cleaning is recommended once 
a year. Call us today to schedule 
your vent cleaning. Mention this 
ad and receive 10% OFF your 
service. LT’s Appliance Repair 
Corp., (904) 879-4419. tfn

SERVICES CONT.

HUGE ESTATE SALE! May 21, 22, 23, Thurs., Friday 
& Sat., 8 a.m. until? 614766 River Road, Callahan. 
Antiques, furniture, clothing, bedding, towels, small 
appliances, medical equipment, hospital bed, home 
décor, table decorations and so much more!  52120

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, May 22 & 23, 9 a.m. – 2 
p.m., north of Hilliard to Andrews Road, follow signs! 
Smoker, scroll saw, drawing table, chair, Garrett 
Crossfire airbrush set, Coleman cooler, housewares, 
holiday décor and more! 

ESTATE/YARD SALE, Thursday, Friday & Saturday, 
May 21, 22 & 23, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.; 7847 Butterbean 
Lane, Bryceville, north of Ford Road off US 301. Look 
for signs! Lots of stuff! Vintage furniture, housewares, 
Coleman coolers, jewelry, clothes, linens, rugs, 
lamps, 47” LCD TV, microwaves, small appliances, 
lots more! Rain or Shine! 

SPRINGLAKE ESTATES COMMUNITY YARD 
SALE, off Lem Turner Road, Callahan! Saturday & 
Sunday, May 23 & 24, 8 a.m. – 2 p.m. Something 
for everyone!  

YARD SALES

HOWARD & SON
APPLIANCES & MORE

Washers • Dryers • Stoves
30 Day Warranty on All Appliances!

Name Brand Overtsock Items 
Baby Items • Home Décor

Small Household Appliances
We buy broken appliances! Will pick up!

904-554-4238
542464 US Hwy. 1 • Callahan

Across from BP

Shingles • Metal • Fiberglass
Flat Roofs • Custom Roofs • Metal Decks

904-813-5579
904-845-2872

Licensed & Insured 

Ricky Blalock
Owner

Lic #CCC1327312

WATERTITE 
    ROOFING
          of North Florida, Inc.

NORTH FLORIDA 
BRUSH CONTROL, LLC
Forestry Mulching • Bush Hogging

Site Prep • Property Access 
Driveways and More! 

BILL DAVIS, 
Owner/Operator

904-626-0254 
Licensed & Insured • Locally Owned & Operated

www.millscreekservices.com

904-414-5129• Driveways
• Culverts
• Dirt Leveling
• Grading
• Tree Removal
• Land Clearing Insured

Ammons'
HOUSE PLANS

Specializing in Home Design 
Garages • Additions

FREE Consultations!
904-707-9890Locally Owned & Operated

Proudly Serving NE FL for 25 Years

CGC1517010 Licensed & Insured CCC1331493

Commercial & Residential 
Certified Roofer 

and General Contractor

FREE ESTIMATES!
Metal, Shingle & Flat Roofing

Storm Damage Repair & Insurance Claims

GUARANTEED 
BEST PRICE 
ON YOUR 

NEW ROOF!

• Custom Homes
• Additions
• Remodels
• Garages
• Pole Barns
• Roofing

LOST OR STOLEN TABBY CAT (Kiki), 1-year-
old, brown with green eyes, female with green 
camo collar, left clipped ear, spayed, last seen 
Sunday on Dornbush Road.

I write this in honor of other pet owners that have 
experienced a painful death of their pet.

‘LOST CAT’

HI! I’M KIKI. I AM NOT LOST OR STOLEN. HE 
SHOT ME WITH A .22 PISTOL IN MY LEFT 
EYE. The bullet traveled to my heart and I fell 
over on my left side. They took my body and dumped me in the 
woods. I am with Yahweh now. “Vengeance is mine saith the Lord!”

JERRY’S OPEN AIR MARKET
FARM FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES

Open Everyday to Serve You!

542724 US Hwy. 1, North of Callahan • 904-903-6284

HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY!
We have Pecan, Maple 

& Oak Wood for Cooking!
Fresh Peaches & Watermelons!
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Thursday, May 7
 Mark Eric Adams, 37, 15841 CR 108, Hilliard: Battery Domestic Violence
 Mark Dion Ray, 30, Homeless, Callahan: Disorderly Intoxication
Friday, May 8
 Skylar Tristan Vail, 20, 54337 Lisa Drive, Callahan: Disorderly Intoxication
 Venus Smith Hatcher, 41, 45049 Oak Trail, Callahan: Violation of Probation 
Possession of Methamphetamine
Saturday, May 9
 Jody Lee Cook, 21, 27210 Kara Circle, Hilliard: Possession Weapon By 
Convicted Felon
 Robert Bruce Mesquit, 51, 43138 Jeep Trail, Callahan: Florida Writ of Bodily 
Attachment; Failure to Pay Child Support
Sunday, May 10
 Lenford Theoni Killings, 31, 45132 Whitfield Road, Callahan: Burglary 
Dwelling Occupied 2nd Degree; Battery Simple
Tuesday, May 12
 Blayke Jordan Morris, 17, 45233 Weaver Circle, Callahan: Attempted Murder 
2nd Degree; Possession Short Barrel Shotgun or Rifle
 Matthew Joseph Mowery, 21, 552958 US Highway 1, Hilliard: Possession of 
Controlled Substance with Intent to Sell; Possession of Schedule I Substance more 
than 20 grams Cannabis
 James Harvey Smith, 66, 45932 Bismark Road, Callahan: Disorderly 
Intoxication
 Joseph Bedford Nicks, 44, 38111 Sun King Drive, Hilliard: Possession of 
Marijuana less than 20 grams; Resisting without Violence
Friday, May 15
 Joshua William Smart, 27, 545605 US Highway 1, Callahan: Theft over Gun 
from Building

Police Reports
Names, Addresses and all information appearing in the Police Reports are taken from the Sheriff’s 

Department files and do not necessarily indicate guilt, only that arrests were made or charges were filed.

 The Law Offices of Micolle D. Rosenberry, Esq.
Micolle D. 

Rosenberry, Esq.

Family Law • Traffic • Car Accident
Criminal Defense • Estate Planning • Probate

45023 Mickler Street • Callahan
micolleroselaw.com
(904) 805-8881

Computer Diagnostics • Brakes
CV Axles & Much More

904-507-1880
 We'll Beat Any Interstate Battery Price!

Anthony Stamps, Owner
35105 Quail Rd. • Callahan

MV#80909

Residential • Commercial • Auto Glass • Shower Enclosures

259-6070
9
0
4

Get a windshield 
replacement through 

your insurance or 
spend $200 or more 
and receive 2 FREE 
Steak Dinners at 

Cross Creek!

33 East Macclenny Ave. • Macclenny
Mack R. Peebles III - Owner

Armed Robbery Suspect Arrested
On January 8, 2020, Marvin Lynell 

Timmons, of Kingsland Georgia, 
was the victim of an armed robbery 
on I-95 Northbound at mile marker 
#373. Timmons told our deputies he 
noticed when he got on I-95 North in 
St. Augustine there was a car following 
him. During traveling he sped up and 
tried to get away but the 
suspect kept following. 
Once the drivers entered 
Nassau County, going 
about 70 mph, the suspect 
Trayvone Napoleon 
Lewis, of Delray Beach, 
Florida, bumped the rear 
of Timmons’ car causing 
Timmons to pull over. 

Lewis also pulled 
over. Lewis took Timmons’ cellphone 
and said, “Give me your keys or I will 
shoot you.” Timmons said there was an 
unknown man in the backseat of Lewis’ 
car acting aggressive so he fled on foot 
down the interstate and jumped over a 
construction barrier to escape Lewis. 
Lewis drove away with the victim’s 
phone. 

About 4 hours after the robbery 
in Nassau the suspect was involved 
in a carjacking in Jacksonville at an 
apartment complex on Saland Way 
where a black Dodge Charger was 

taken. About 30 minutes after the 
carjacking the suspect was involved in 
an attempted robbery at a rest area in St. 
Johns County. The victim screamed and 
the suspect fled southbound on I-95. A 
trooper in Flagler County observed the 
black Dodge Charger southbound on 
I-95 at 109 mph and a chase ensued. The 

suspect vehicle ran out of 
gas at mile marker 126 on 
I-4 in Volusia County and 
the suspect was arrested 
and taken to the Volusia 
County Jail. 

NCSO detectives 
issued an arrest warrant 
for the robbery in Nassau 
County. Cell phone records 
placed the suspect’s phone 

in Nassau County at the time of the 
robbery and fingerprints from the 
suspect matched the fingerprints on 
the victim’s vehicle from the crime 
in Nassau County. After connecting 
the dots and figuring out Lewis is the 
suspect in the armed robbery back on 
January 8, Nassau County, charged 
Trayvone Napoleon Lewis, of Delray 
Beach, with one count of Robbery with 
a Firearm; and one count of Theft. The 
NCSO issued an arrest warrant from 
Volusia as of May 12, 2020.

Driving on the Beach Allowed 
At last Wednesday’s Special Meeting 

of the Board of County Commissioners, 
commissioners approved Executive 
Order No. 7 which provided a plan to 
reintroduce driving on certain County 
beaches to allow for greater utilization of 
beach areas.  

Based on the limited space available 
for vehicular parking and driving, and 
due to the continued need for spacing 
and reduction of gatherings, it has been 
determined that during this initial phase, 
only Nassau County residents and active 
military personnel will be allowed to 
drive on the beach.  

Vehicular traffic may access designated 
areas at Peters Point and Lewis Street 
(American Beach) between 8 a.m. and 9 
p.m. each day. The Scott Road vehicular 
access will remain closed for the term of 
the declared emergency but shall be open 
for pedestrian access.  

Each beach driving access point will 
have a representative available to check 

that the driver has a Nassau County 
driver’s license or State I.D., or an active 
military identification card. The Board 
realizes that there may be individuals 
that have property in Nassau County but 
do not have an I.D. reflecting Nassau 
County as their place of residence. At 
this time, the County does not have the 
ability to review other types of documents 
to verify residency. However, a method is 
being established and will be presented 
to the Board for consideration at a future 
meeting.  

All individuals may continue to access 
the beach, subject to social distancing 
requirements outlined by the Center for 
Disease Control, between the hours of 6 
a.m. and 9 p.m. each day.  

 Additionally, the Board approved 
a plan to allow horseback riding on the 
beach between the hours of 8 a.m. and 
9 p.m., subject to certain restrictions 
outlined in the Executive Order.
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CREOSOTE
BOARD 

FENCING
IN STOCK!

Brandies

Callahan         879-3456

PNEUMAN 
HOMES, LLC
904-452-6032
Custom Homes 
and Additions

CBC 057302

Build Stronger
Build with Craftsmanship

Build with Integrity

State Certified for Nearly 25 Years
Proverbs 24:3

A New Look At An Old Price
It’s Not Just A Name

Interior/Exterior Custom Painting
Pressure Washing • Minor Home & Drywall Repair

Matthew D. Fisher, Owner

904-333-3262
www.mnlop.com

OBITUARIES
Marion P. Bessent

Marion P. Bessent, 89, of Hilliard, 
passed away on May 9, 2020. She was 
born on September 10, 1930 in Madison, 
Wisconsin to Fletcher and Alice Peeler. She 
graduated in 1949 from Andrew Jackson 
High School.

Marion is survived by her two sons 
William T. (Rosa) Bright, Jr. and Stephen 
A. (Teresa) Bright; five grandchildren and 
their spouses; 13 great-grandchildren; 12 
great-great-grandchildren; two special 
nephews; and several members of her 
deceased husband’s family.

Marion is preceded in death by her 
parents; siblings; a great-grandchild; and 
a great-great-grandchild; and three of her 
deceased husband’s children.

A memorial gathering will be held in 
lieu of services at a later date. 

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral Home, 
Callahan, 904-879-1770. 

Visit www.nassaufh.com to sign the 
family’s guest book.

Donna Burney
Donna Burney, 77, passed 

away May 7, 2020. She was a 
loving mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother and friend 
to many. She was born in 

Jacksonville to Donald and Sara Bender. 
Donna loved watching birds, playing 
jokes, spending time with her family, and 
taking day trips. She will be missed every 
day. Donna is predeceased her parents; her 
loving husband John P. Burney; infant son 
Scotty; and loving sister Betty Crabb.

Donna is survived by her son John 
Michael (Stacie) Burney; granddaughters 
Danielle (Daniel) Smith and Jenna (Dylan) 
Norman; and seven great-grandchildren, 
Landon, Keagan, Autumn, Stella, Sophia, 
Bristol and Charleston; sister Gigi 
Holcombe; brother Leonard (Kathy) 

Earl Henry Cross
Earl Henry Cross, 57, 

of Folkston, passed away 
Sunday, May 17, 2020. He 
was born November 4, 1962 
in Jacksonville. He graduated 

from high school and received his welder’s 
certification and was an employee with 
Carolina Skiff in Waycross, Georgia. He 
was a member of the First Baptist Church 
of Boulougne. He was preceded in death by 
his father William “Bill” Cross. 

He is survived by his wife of 20 years, 
Debbie G. Cross; daughters Elizabeth 
(Harley) Thornton and Makayla Cross; 
his mother Marie Simpson Cross; a sister 
Angela Garrett (Eric Palmer); and brothers 
Carl (Kathy) Cross and Jerry Cross. 

The family will receive friends Friday, 
May 22 at 1 p.m. prior to the funeral 
service at 2 p.m. at the First Baptist Church 
of Boulougne with Pastor Greg Jones 
officiating. Burial will follow in Sardis 
Cemetery.

Condolences may be expressed at www.
shepardfh.com.  

Arrangements by Shepard-Roberson 
Funeral Home in Folkston.

Nedrell Lee Jones
Nedrell Lee Jones, of 

Callahan, passed away 
March 27, 2020. She was 
born October 11, 1954 in 
Kingsport, Tennessee to 

Alonzo and Maude Sexton. Nedrell was 
orphaned at age 13 and grew up with her 
Aunts supervision. She graduated from 
high school in Wise, Virginia and moved 
to Jacksonville to play basketball for 
the junior college. After college Nedrell 
worked for several firms in Jacksonville 
including Ryder Truck Lines. After their 
merger with Pacific Intermountain Express 
and subsequent bankruptcy she worked 
for Joseph’s Italian Restaurant until she 
fulfilled her lifelong dream of opening her 
own restaurant. Nedrell opened Nedrelli’s 
Italian Restaurant in 1991 after moving to 
Callahan. She operated the restaurant until 
2000 at which time she began working at 
Amelia Island Plantation for several years. 
After retirement she worked at Cedar 
River Seafood for a short time. Nedrell 
was always a happy hard working woman 
who worked hard to raise her children and 
to help anyone she could. She was a very 
loving mother and grandmother. Her life 
was centered around her family.

Nedrelll is survived by her daughter 
Alexus (Myles) Nelson; her son Eric Jones; 
step-sons Casey (Missy) Jones  and Craig 
(April) Jones; grandchildren Mylee Nelson, 
Baxlee Nelson, Dempsey Jones, Rebecca 
(Brandon) Hudspath, Laura Beth Jones, 
Leah Jones, and Chloe Jones; brothers 
James (Sharon) Sexton  and Jerry (Thelma) 
Reynolds; and many friends.

A memorial service will be held 
Thursday, May 28 at 6 p.m. Giddens-Reed 
Funeral Home in Baldwin. 

Arrangements by Giddens-Reed 
Funeral Home, Baldwin, (904) 266-2337, 
giddensreedfh.com.

John ‘Jack’ Gilliland
John ‘Jack’ Gilliland 

passed away Wednesday, May 
13, 2020 at home following 
a long battle with dementia, 
surrounded by family. He was 

born in Butler, Pennsylvania on 
September 24, 1927, to the late 

Joseph R. and Mildred C. Heath Gilliland. 
He proudly served his country in the US 
Navy during the Korean War. He graduated 
from Duke University with a degree in 
Physical Chemistry. After graduation, on 
June 7, 1949, he married Dorothy “Dot” 
Greer at the Duke University Chapel. They 
moved to Mechanicsburg, PA where he 
retired as an Engineer Geologist with the 
state of Pennsylvania in 1989. Jack loved to 
hunt at his camp in PA with longtime friend 
Chuck McCrae. Jack was an outdoorsman 
and enjoyed hunting and fishing.

Jack is survived by his loving wife 
Dot, who would have celebrated their 71st 
wedding anniversary on June 7; a niece 
Pam (Mike) Holcombe of Hilliard; great 
nieces Amanda and Samantha Holcombe of 
Hilliard; great nephew Michael Goff; and 
great-great-nephew Korben Goff, both from 
St. Johns County.

We would like to extend a very 
special thank-you to his amazing and 
loving caregivers Sheila Scipio, Amanda 
McCullough, Rachel Smith, Hamidah 
Hameed, Theresa Lee, Michele Alexander, 
Vivian Ingraham with Angel Watch and 
Community Hospice. 

A memorial service will be held at a 
later date. 

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral Home, 
Callahan, 904-879-1770. 

Condolences may he expressed at www.
nassaufh.com.

SPRING MOWER TUNE-UP SPECIAL
Includes Oil & Filter Change, Fuel Filter, Air Filter, 

Spark Plugs, Blades and Complete Inspection.

$14995*

* Most mowers - other parts & services at additional cost. Offer ends 6/20/20. 

SERVICING ALL TYPES OF MOWERS, EDGERS, 
TRIMMERS, BLOWERS AND GENERATORS

Pick-Up & Delivery Available904-525-2801

904.608.5669

The SmartChoice© 
Eradicator

It has proven itself to be 
VERY EFFECTIVE in REMOVING 
SULFUR and IRON from your water.

Call Bob Chavers at

We can bring the 
Water Wagon 

to your home to 
get you the 

Quality Water your 
family deserves!

Nothing else is made like 
or works like the

It even removes iron!

Got Stinky Water?

The Water Boys

Give us a 
call today to 
find out what 
the Eradicator 
can do for you.

Check out our website at
www.waterboysmacclennyfl.com

Bender; many nieces, nephews, cousins, 
wonderful neighbors and her dog Manny.

The family would like to thank the 
Hospice team that helped Donna during her 
illness. Everyone was such a blessing.  

The family will have a celebration of 
Donna’s life at a later date. 

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral Home, 
Callahan, 904-879-1770. 

Visit www.nassaufh.com to sign the 
family’s guest book. 
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OBITUARIES
Lori Rhoden Powell

Lori Helen Rhoden Powell, 
46, of St. George, Georgia, 
opened her eyes in heaven 
Thursday, May 14, 2020, 
at St. Vincent’s Riverside 

Hospital. She was born October 9, 1973 
in Jacksonville. She received her nursing 
degree and was a Registered Nurse with 
Ascension St. Vincent’s. Lori was a 
member of Hilliard Church of God. Lori 
was preceded in death by her mother Sue 
Ray Rhoden; and her grandparents.

She is survived by her husband Terry 
Powell; a son Liam Powell; her father Jessie 
Calvin Rhoden; sisters Niki (Mike) Hicks 
and Caiti Rhoden; nieces and nephews Kara 
(Josh) Toney, Jordan Hicks, Logan Hicks, 
Sophia Cribb, Denise Potter, Zachary Davis 
and Tyler Bowman.

A graveside funeral service was held 
Monday, May 18 at St. George Cemetery 
with Rev. Junior Morgan, Rev. Mike Hicks 
and Rev. Larry Powell officiating. 

Condolences may be expressed at www.
shepardfh.com.  

Arrangements by Shepard-Roberson 
Funeral Home in Folkston.

Lenery ‘Monroe’ Royal
Lenery Monroe Royal, 75, 

was called home by his Lord 
and Savior on Friday, May 
15, 2020 after a very short 
battle with cancer. Monroe was 

born in Panama City, Florida on 
November 1, 1944. Affectionately 

known as “Papa Royal” to everyone who 
knew him, Monroe was a devoted husband, 
daddy, papa, son, brother and friend.   

Monroe was one of the hardest working 
men a person could know. He began his 
career with General Motors and retired in 
1997 with 30 years of service. He also loved 
and was devoted to his country by serving 
in the United States Army and retiring with 
30 years of service as a Security Policeman 
with the Florida Air National Guard. 
Monroe also served as part of Operation 
Desert Storm. In addition, Monroe was 
also a servant in his community. He was an 
active member of over 50 years and Past 
Worshipful Master of Callahan Lodge No. 
32 F. & A.M.; a member of the Callahan 
Order of the Eastern Star No. 154; longtime 
member of the Morocco Shrine. Most 
importantly, above any career or community 
service, Monroe was a servant of Jesus 
Christ, because he accepted Jesus Christ as 
his personal savior in the early 1960’s. He 
was a member of First Baptist Church of 
Jacksonville.  

Monroe was a loving husband and 
family man and married the love of his life 
Martha, on December 1, 1967. Monroe 
and Martha have had numerous adventures 
through the years. Many include traveling 
with their family and friends and also with 
his beloved 1955 and 1957 Chevrolets. 
Monroe loved to travel and see the world 
and tell his grandchildren of his many 
adventures while serving in the military.  

VETERANS ASSISTANCE
Bob Sullivan

Nassau County Veterans’ Service Officer

Preserving and Protecting the Public Trust
76347 Veterans Way • Yulee, FL 32097

904-548-4670 • 800-958-3496 • 904-548-4539
bsullivan@nassauclerk.com • www.nassauclerk.com

The Westside Journal would like to pay tribute to all the brave 
servicemen and women. Please take time to remember each of 
these service members in your daily prayers.
Jewel Rene Barron (Virginia), Timothy Beasley (Cuba),  Cody Beaver 
(Virginia),  Jessica Bell (Hawaii), Chad E. Black (South Carolina),  Kevin 
& Brooke Blanton (Georgia),  Sgt. Caleb Bohannon (Oklahoma),  Israel 
Marcos Bonilla (Missouri),  Derek Borden,  Benjamin Black (Iraq), 
Hunter Brannon (North Carolina),  Conrad Brauwn (Afghanistan),  
Ryan Brooks (Connecticut),  John Brookshire (North Carolina),  Aaron 
Brown (Japan), Branden Brown (USS Nimitz),  Anthony Broekema 
(Virginia),  Ethan Bulford, (Virginia),  Aaron Burnette (Arizona),  Calen 
Burnette (North Carolina),  Thomas W. Burnette (Middle East),  Ahmad 
Butler (Japan),  Brayden Lamar Carroll (North Carolina),  Allen L. 
Carter (Alaska),  John Coltrane (NAS Jax), Scott Cooper,  Dustin Corum 
(California),  Trevor Corum (Nebraska),  Charlie I. D. Cox (South Korea),  
Quinn Coxwell (New Mexico),  Gavin Crews (Washington State),  Tison 

J. Crews (Kuwait),  Charles ‘CJ’ Cribbs, III (Washington, DC),  Dennis 
L. Davis II (Alabama),  Joshua M. Davis (New York),  Shannon Davis 
(Nevada), Benjamin DeVille (Afghanistan),  Johanna Diaz (Nevada),  

Clif Dixon (Iraq),  Robert Dodson (Florida),  Devin Michael Dowling 
(Kansas),  Christopher Downs (Arizona),  William Clay Dryden (South 

Korea),  James Dale Evans (Baghdad),  David Farhat (Kuwait),  Christen 
Fernandez,  Clinton Fouraker (Virginia),  Jeremy Francisco (Mayport),  
Jennifer D. Frederick (Colorado),  Kevin J. Gahris (United Arab Emirates),  
Michael E. Garcia (Afghanistan),  Marcus Gee (Iraq),  Samantha Gee 
(Korea),  Tabetha Gee (Korea),  Chadrick Gibson (Iraq),  Charles 
Gibson,  Darrell Goodwyne, Jr. (Iraq),  Brandon Graham (Georgia),  
Sgt. Daniel Graves, Jr. (North Carolina),  Eric Greene (Georgia), 

Branden R. Griffis (Florida),  Wendy Griffis (Afghanistan),  Phaylyn 
Griffith ( California),  Kandis Guyton (California),  Hunter C. Guzman 

(Georgia),  Michael Hall,  Michael Hallman (Key West),  Ronnie Hammer 
(Virginia),  Todd W. Hanner, Jr. (Texas),  Andy Harper,  Mark Harris 

(Virginia),  Harley Henderson (Texas),  Nathan Hess (Japan),  Jeff Higgs (Spain),  
SPC Hodge (Iraq),  Josh Hoyle (California),  AT2 Brian Hughes (Bahrain),  Bryan 
K. Jeffers II (Iraq),  Jacob Jensen (Middle East),  Cameron Johns (North Dakota),  
Aaron L. Johnson (Colorado),  Carlus Johnson (Texas),  Donald Johnson (North 
Carolina),  Jamaal Jones (Hawaii),  Bradley Justice,  Brian J. Kerns (Virginia),  
Joseph A. Kidd, IV (Iraq),  Kayla King (Germany),  Scott Kirkland (California),  
Joshua Knight,  PO3 Travis E. Kornacki (North Carolina),  Jordan Kriner (Italy),  
Victoria LaMontagne (Florida),  Tyler Landreville (Florida),  John C. Larkin 
(Iraq),  Thomas Layden (North Carolina),  Chase M. Lewis (North Carolina),  
Katelyn Lewis (Japan),  Nicholas Louese (Spain),  Jason Lovejoy (Colorado),  
Patrick Lynagh (Nevada),  Gatlin Mackie (Virginia),  Kevin Marshall (Germany),  
Canisha Martin (Georgia), Tony Martin (Georgia),  Anthony Mastrogiovanni 
(Georgia),  Stacey McDaniel (Virginia),  Noah E. McKinnon (Iraq),  Michael 
McQuaiz, Matthew McRae (North Carolina),  Russell Mellroy (Afghanistan), 
Ivory Melton, Jr. (Kuwait),  Brian Middleton (Afghanistan),  Steven Miner 
(Germany),  Britt Mizell (South Carolina),  Dillon Mock (Florida),  Joshua Monds 
(Virginia),  Anthony Moore (Afghanistan),  Anthony Moore (South Carolina),  
Roland Moore (Iraq),  Chris Morehead (North Carolina),  Sgt. Travis Morris,  
Climart ‘CJ’ Moses (Afghanistan),  Michael Murphy (Iraq),  Aaron Musgrove 
(Afghanistan),  Stephen Myers (Korea),  Jonathan Neeve (Texas),  Gary Nelson 
(Kuwait),  Michael Nettles (Iraq),  Lee Nickola (Iraq),  Ryan Norton (North 
Carolina),  Jesse O’Berry (England),  Daniel O’Dell,  Shannon O’Dell,  Steven A. 
Oxfurth (Connecticut),  Walter Oxfurth (New Mexico),  Chase Parden (Kansas),  
Michael Park (South Korea),  Danielle Parker (North Carolina),  Jeremy Pelkey 
(Georgia), Christopher Phelan (Virginia),  Darren Phelan (Washington State),  
Linn Phillips, III (Italy),  Kyle Pipkins (South Carolina),  Joshua Poirier (Georgia),  
Austin Potochnik (California),  Dusty Price (Iraq),  Michael Price (Germany),  
Kenneth Pullum (Washington, DC),  Kyle Pullum (Louisiana), Robert W. Pyles 
(North Carolina),  Jeffery Rapadas (Kuwait),  Justin Reed (North Carolina),  
Kasie Richardson (North Carolina),  Jeffrey Rigdon (Kentucky),  Aaron Roberts 
(Florida),  Camilla Roberts (Alaska),  David Roberts (South Carolina),  Sydney 
A. Robinette (Florida),  Michael Robinson (Alabama),  Jason Rodgers (Texas),  
Douglas Raymond Roth, Marc Rowe (Georgia),  Brian M. Sartain, Jr. (Pensacola),  
James Sanders (Germany),  Tressie Scott (Afghanistan), James Scully (Kansas),  
Donald Shaw (Iraq),  Michael Shearer (Illinois),  Jesse D. Silcox (Bahrain),  
Daniel Singley,  Corey Slayton (California),  Christopher E. Smith (Iraq),  James 
A. Smith (North Carolina),  Michael J. Smith (Germany),  David Stallings 
(Kuwait),  Bill Starling (Iraq),  Larry V. Starratt, III (Korea),   Scott M. Stephens 
(Hawaii),  Caleb & Jordan Stoner (North Carolina),  James ‘Mike’ Stringer 
(Iraq),  Joseph R. Taylor (Texas), Luke Thomas (Germany),  Michael Thomas 
(North Carolina),  Crystal Thompson (Iraq),  Terry Thompson (North Carolina),  
Tiffany Thompson (Washington), Sarah Tindell (North Carolina),  Andrew N. 
Turner (Alaska),  Corey M. Turner (Texas),  William Varner (California),  Shawn 
W. Vickers (California),  Daniel Vroman (North Carolina),  Jonathan Vroman 
(California),  Brett Wade (Florida),  Jeff Walters (Iraq),  Shawn Ward (Texas),  
Brian Waring (Iraq),  Daniel Waters,   David Watson (California),  James D. 
Whitman,  Earl Youman, Jr. (Virginia)

Remember to Pray for Our Troops

It is our honor to recognize our local Armed Service 
members. We would like to update our ‘Pray for our 
Troops’ list, adding those who have recently joined 
our Armed Services or removing those who no longer 
serve. Please  read over the list. If you need to make 
a correction, addition or deletion, just give us a call, 
879-4180. You may also email changes to news@
westsidejournal.net. 

God Bless our Troops!

Monroe is survived by his adoring 
wife of 52 years, Martha Singletary Royal; 
daughters Michele (Brian) Shrum and 
Melinda Royal; grandchildren Elizabeth 
(Taylor) Crawford, Makayla Royal and 
Daniel Ward; his sister Mary Louise 
Personette; and numerous extended family 
members. Monroe was preceded in death 
by his father David Royal; his mother 
and stepfather Edna Lee Donn Royal and 
George Wells; brother Henry Clifford 
Royal; and sister-in-law Joann Royal; 
sisters Martha (William) Teston and Marie 
(Austin) Norris; and brother-in-law Alan 
Personette, Sr.  

The family will receive friends Thursday, 
May 21 from 5-7 p.m. at the Nassau Funeral 
Home. The homegoing service will be 
held Friday, May 22 at 11 a.m. at Nassau 
Funeral Home with Rev. Steve Wolgamott 
officiating. Interment will follow at Verdie 
Cemetery in Bryceville.  

For the safety of everyone attending, 
we ask that you maintain social distancing. 
By doing so, this will allow everyone to 
pay their condolences in a timely manner. 
Thank you for your understanding and 
cooperation. 

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral Home, 
Callahan, 904-879-1770. 

Visit www.nassaufh.com to sign the 
family’s guest book.

Barbara Addison Sabine
Barbara Addison Sabine, 

83, of Callahan, went home 
to be with the Lord on May 
3, 2020. Barbara was born on 
February 6, 1937 to Warren 

and Ada Martin in Jacksonville. She retired 
from Ryder Truck Lines/PIE Nationwide. 
She was a member of Gray Gables Baptist 
Church. 

Barbara loved the outdoors and before 
her illness, could always be found outside 
working in the yard or taking care of her 
many plants and flowers. Barbara loved 
being with her family and friends but 
her best times were spent with her great-
grandchildren. She loved all children and 
always lit up when she was with or around 
them. Before her illness, she was always 
helping others either by taking someone to 
the doctor, hair appointments or babysitting!

Barbara was preceded in death by her 
parents; her brother Marvin Martin; sisters 
Patricia Martin and Dorothy Bessent; as 
well as her first husband after 51 years of 
marriage, William (WM) Addison.

Barbara is survived by her husband Al 
Sabine; daughter Diane (Tim) Harrison; 
son Mark (Paula) Addison; granddaughter 
Brandy Schwartz; grandsons Dustin 
Harrison, Will Monroe Addison and 
David (Kim) Addison; great-grandchildren 
Trenton, Aubree, Kinley, Madyson, Daniel, 
Colton and Amillia. 

A graveside memorial service will be 
held Sunday, May 31 at 2 p.m. at Nathelene 
Primitive Baptist Church of Hilliard with 
Pastor Cody Page delivering the eulogy. A 
fellowship will follow at the church. 
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Special Gift for CES Lunch LadiesCallahan Town News

Callahan Elementary School 
Resource Officer Laurie Baughan put 
together a surprise for the CES lunch 
team Monday. The surprise was for 
all of those that have worked so hard 
through the ‘drive-thru feeding’ during 
the unanticipated school closure. 

The Nassau County School Board 
Food and Nutrition Services have 
operated their drive-thru feeding sites 
Monday-Friday serving breakfast and 
lunch each day. On Fridays 
they also serve weekend 
meals at all five (5) sites 
in each area of our county. 
The sites are: Callahan 
Elementary, Hilliard 
Middle-Senior High, 
Bryceville Elementary, 
Southside Elementary (FB) 
and Yulee Middle.

Since the ‘drive-thru’ 
lunches started, March 
23, they have served over 

70,000 students and over 217,000 meals 
through Monday, May 15. Callahan 
Elementary served our highest in one 
day at 684 kids and 4,104 meals on 
Friday, April 10 alone!  

The NCSB plans to continue to 
operate all 5 drive-thru sites into the 
summer, Monday – Friday from 11 a.m. 
– 1 p.m. The exception will be Monday, 
May 25 and Friday, July 3. 

Dawn S. West
The Callahan Town Council met 

Monday night via teleconference for 
their final meeting of May. The first 
three agenda items were public hearings 
and ordinances. Ordinance 2020-
O05 was approved which concerned 
changes to the towns Comprehensive 
Plan. “Every 7 years the State of Florida 
advises municipalities to look over their 
Comprehensive Plans and update them,” 
said Margo Moehring, representing the 
Northeast Florida Regional Council. 
“The time frame has changed from 
2024 to 2035; the 235 acres the town 
recently annexed in has been added to 
the plan; adding legislative changes; 
and potential legislative changes to 
come.” The council approved the 
Mayor to transmit the updated plan to 
Tallahassee. 

Ordinance 2020-O06 was also 
approved which concerned Charter 
Changes. These changes include hiring 
a Town Manager and the council 
choosing a Mayor from one of the 
council members. The mayor title will 
strictly be a ceremonial position. Also, 
the Town Clerk will be a town employee 
versus an elected position. All of these 
items will be placed on the ballot for the 
Callahan residents (town limits) to vote 
on. The council approved the ordinance. 

Ordinance 2020-O07 was also 
approved on First Reading which 
concerns increasing connection fees. 
The ordinance, if approved, will allow 
the increase of Water and Wastewater 
connection fees; to increase Water, 
Wastewater and Park Impact Fees; and 
to establish a fee for reserving capacity. 
The increased fees, if approved, 
will be for new construction and 

new customers. The impact fees for 
residential development will double 
from $1,500 to $3,000 for water and 
wastewater; $250 to $500 for parks 
within the town limits. The commercial 
development fee will also increase from 
$1,800 per commercial unit to $3,000 
per equivalent dwelling unit within 
the town limits. “I just want to make 
sure the people that are here (Callahan 
residents) already won’t have to pay any 
additional cost,” said Councilwoman 
Shirley Graham.

“This will be for new development,” 
added Mayor Marty Fontes. “Our rates 
have been extremely low for a long 
time. It’s time for an increase.”

The council approved the ordinance 
on first reading. The second and final 
reading will be at the Monday, June 15 
meeting. 

The Callahan Journey, the new 
convenience store/truck stop/gas 
station, owners applied for their alcohol 
(beer/wine) license and provided all 
the necessary paperwork. The council 
approved the license. 

Mayor Fontes received a quote 
from Ampstun Corporation for the 
printing, folding and mailing of the 
Callahan Water Bills. The cost will be 
$558.28 for approximately 850 pieces. 
Currently, the town paid just a postage 
cost (no printing, folding etc.) of $425 
on 800 pieces, not to mention the many 
hours it takes to do the complete job.

The council approved Ampstun 
Corporation on a trial basis and see how 
it goes.

The town continues to be under a 
State of Emergency.

The next meeting will be Monday, 
June 1 at 7 p.m.


