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Hilliard
High School

Graduates
Pages 6-7

Now through Sunday!
See specials on page 12!

FINAL DAYS!

An Evening Under the Stars Held at Life Care Center
Dawn S. West

Saturday, Life Care Center of Hilliard 
residents were invited to take part in an 
afternoon Prom, hosted by West Nassau 
High School Chick-fil-A Leader Academy 
and other clubs with advisor Tammy 
Roberts.  Residents that chose to participate, 
enjoyed time with a WNHS student 
Saturday morning to do manicures, make-
up and hair for the event. Evening gowns, 
dressy pant suits and suits with blazers were 
all donated for the residents to wear for the 
special day. The residents were treated to 
the West Nassau High School Jazz Band 
playing and singing in the courtyard. From 
the courtyard, they went to the dining room 
where they enjoyed a picture time, punch 
and cupcakes to enjoy while enjoying 
music by Mr. Trent Wainright, the father of 
one of the students.   

The residents also enjoyed singing 
and dancing to the special music. 
Different superlatives were chosen from 
the Hazelwood and Hickory sides which 
included titles: Best Dressed, Prettiest 
Room, Most Likely to Walk 100 laps; Most 
Likely to Know the Gossip; etc. There were 
two sets of Prom Kings and Queens chosen 
and they are: Kings: Henry Hartsfield and 
Charles Daughtry; and Queens: Zonia 
Moore and Gail Chancey. Hats off to the 
West Nassau students who decorated, made 
the invitations and provided an extremely 
fun day for the residents. It was a day they 
won’t forget! The smiles were priceless!     

National Day of Prayer Service Held
Dawn S. West

Last Thursday, was the National Day 
of Prayer. It is always the first Thursday 
in May every year. For several years, the 
Town of Callahan has hosted the event and 
The Anchor Church has helped to organize 
the different speakers. This year was no 
different. I guess I would understand better 
why the park is not overflowing with 
people every National Day of Prayer event 
if the day (first Thursday in May) changed 
every year, or the place, but it hasn’t. Just 
thinking of the challenges in our world and 
especially following the tragic week, that 
there would have been more people. If you 
missed the service, you missed being in the 
presence of God. 

Business owner Paul Schwend opened 
the service with a heartfelt prayer. The 

WN JROTC presented the colors as 
the Pledge of Allegiance was said and 
the National Anthem sang beautifully 
by LeeAnn Purvis. A scripture reading 
and powerful prayer was shared by Dr. 
Reginald Edwards; followed by a prayer 
from Patsi Kelly. West Nassau High School 
Assistant Principal Lester Smith said a 

directional prayer for our children, youth 
and students and prayed for the guidance 
only Christ can provide. Callahan Mayor 
Randy Knagge prayed for our government 
leaders; and Callahan Methodist Pastor 
Bodie Riddle spoke words from the heart 
and then prayed for our military and their 
families. Natasha Drake prayed for our 
School Administration, teachers and staff; 
and Josh Williams prayed for our Public 
Safety and First Responders to give them 
comfort and peace from the week and 
safety always. The Citywide Male Chorus 
provided beautiful music that was uplifting 
to everyone attending and those who were 
listening from afar. 

Pastor Lee Whitaker prayed for the 
morality of our nation and each one of 
us as he used Bible verses to back each 

statement of what happens when morality 
is lost. Sharon Burke prayed for health and 
wellness, as she has been in the medical 
field for years, reminding all that the health 
field is broken, as she asked for forgiveness. 
Pastor Marty Paparo prayed for the business 
community, as we all continue to struggle; 
and Noah Jenkins prayed a powerful prayer 
for economic prosperity in our community 
and country; followed by another powerful 
song, God Bless the USA, by LeeAnn 
Purvis, there wasn’t a dry eye. Pastor Jeff 
Carter closed the service with an awesome 
prayer for church growth and strength here 
in our community. 

God is so good and He has blessed us 
so much. We give Him all the Glory! Thank 
you all for making the service amazing! 
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Proud member of the 

 A Word 
From the Publisher

Happy Mother’s 
Day to all mothers! 
What a special time to 
celebrate you. Mothers 
are the ones always 
making sure everything 
runs right, everyone’s 
dressed nicely and try 
to make things run 
smoothly. Most mothers 
are in charge of the 
children, meals, laundry 
and much more. Please 
use this weekend to enjoy your mother, 
visit your mother or definitely call 
your mother! And if you are a mother, 
you get to chose what you want to do! 
Spend time with your children…or go 
to the beach, it’s your day! 

I, for one, am so thankful to still have 
my mother (and dad)! She just turned 
92 and is still like an angel to me. Mom 
has always just had that special way 
of making you feel like everything is 
okay…even if you feel your world has 
crumbled. She’s always been there to 
pick me up, give amazing advice and 
many times just listen. I’ve tried many 
times to be more like her but that is still 
a work in progress. She still treats all 
of her children (and spouses) with the 
tenderest of care. She’s so attentive to 
what we have going on and is slow to 
tell us what’s going on with her. She 
has a smile that lights up the room and 
loves to laugh. 

She has so much wisdom but is 
pretty shy about it. She is an amazing 
cook and still shares recipes from old, 
to this day. I thought I had them all and 

then she will surprise me 
with a different way to 
cook something special, 
but easy! She reads a lot 
and retains everything. 
I have always seemed 
to come up with crazy 
things that happen and 
ask her if she knows 
how to fix it. Quickly 
she responds, “I read 
something one time 
about that. All you have 

to do is…” And it has always worked. 
I’m still working on that trait from her 
to kick in for me. 

My mom, loves the Lord. She has 
endured many difficult health issues 
however she amazes me with her pain 
threshold. She has turned to God for 
these issues and He has provided the 
care and the procedures she needed. 
I am so thankful for my mom and for 
the role model she has been all of my 
life. I don’t even think she has raised 
her voice. I’m not sure how that could 
be with five children only seven years 
apart. I call that crazy but amazing. 
Thank you, Mom, for always being 
there for me and always loving me! 

If you still have your mom, make 
sure to let her know what she means to 
you this week. If you are a mom, enjoy 
your children. As my mom says, “You 
never stop being a Mama!” And she is 
right!

Have a blessed week! 
Class Reunion

West Nassau High School Class of 1974
The WNHS Class of 1974 will celebrate their 50th year reunion October 26 at 1881 

Occasions at 6 p.m. in Hilliard. The event will be $30 per person. Mail your check or 
money order to: Nancy Tew Lee, 274021 Murrhee Rd., Hilliard, 32046.

BUCK THAT STUMP
STUMP 

GRINDING 
& PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

904-803-3165
• STUMP GRINDING •

• TREE SERVICE •
• PRESSURE WASHING •

• PROPERTY MAINTENANCE •
LICENSED & INSURED

DIRT DOBBERS, LLC

FILL DIRT
GRADING

LOCALLY OWNED            LICENSED & INSURED

904-855-6534      904-307-5815

HAULING 
DEMO 

POND/LAKE BANKS
LAND CLEARING

SUMMER DIRT SPECIAL - Best Price of the Year!
 Special Discount on 10+ Loads! 

HOWARD & SON
APPLIANCES & MORE

Washers • Dryers • Stoves
30 Day Warranty on All Appliances!

Name Brand Overtsock Items 
Baby Items • Home Décor

Small Household Appliances
We buy broken appliances! Will pick up!

904-554-4238
542464 US Hwy. 1 • Callahan

Across from BP

Don’s small EnginEs
Small Engine Tune-Up & Repair
Lawn Mowers
Weed Eaters
& More
904-859-3991
donssmallengines5@gmail.com            Veteran Owned

• Tree Removal
• Tree Trimming
• Crane Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Land Clearing
• Demolition
• Landscaping

BEFORE

AFTER

Call today for a 
FREE ESTIMATE!

904-312-2352
Chandler Hogan

Hilliard Town News
Dawn S. West

The Hilliard Town Council met 
Thursday night for their first meeting 
of May. The first business was a 
presentation read by Mayor John 
Beasley congratulating Hilliard Town 
Clerk Lisa Purvis as they celebrate 
Professional Municipal Clerks Month 
during the week of May 5-11. 

The first order of business was the 
approval on First Reading of Ordinance 
2023-03 which concerned Trespass 
Warning on town property. The 
ordinance went on to read: An Ordinance 
of the Town of Hilliard adding a Section 
to the Code of Ordinances regarding 
Trespass Warnings on Public Property 
and other Property Generally open to 
the Public. The Town of Hilliard desires 
the Nassau County Sheriff’s Office to 
issue trespass warnings to individuals 
who are acting in violation of any 
Town Ordinance, rule or regulation, 
or state law while on or within a town 
facility, building, or outdoor area; and 
the Town of Hilliard desires to provide 
consistency and uniformity for the 
issuance of these trespass warnings; 
and the Town desires to create a process 
for individuals to appeal these trespass 
warnings. The Public Hearing and 
Second and Final reading will be held 
Thursday, June 6 at 7 p.m.

The next item concerned the approval 
to adopt Resolution 2024-10 which 
concerned amending Resolution 2023-

04, adding penalty fees to the Zoning 
& Land Development Regulations for 
work being done prior to approval.

The council also approved adopting 
Resolution 2024-11, which adds a fee 
($250) for well exception applications, 
just as the septic tank exceptions pay. 

The following item was the Town 
Clerk’s notification to the council 
of the emergency procurement in 
accordance with Town Code Chapter 
2 Administration; with TB Landmark 
Construction, Inc. for the approval 
for the replacement of Manhole #208 
at Shady Lane and Pine Street. The 
council will be notified when the road 
will be closed to complete the work on 
the Manhole. 

The council approved the payable for 
project: NW Quadrant Street Millings 
in the amount of $30,523. The council 
approved the payable for TB Landmark 
Construction, LLC for project Oxford 
Street Force Main Rerouting in the 
amount of $147,565.30.

The council approved the payables 
through March 12 for project: Town 
Hall Park Expansion in the amount of 
$18,353.65.

The final item was the council 
approval of the payable through April 9 
for project: IT Town Hall Refresh in the 
amount of $6,105.39. 

The next meeting of the council will 
be Thursday, May 16 at 7 p.m. 
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Just My Opinion
Roger R. West

Class Reunion
West Nassau High School Class of 1978

WNHS Class of 1978 Reunion will be held Saturday, June 1 at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Callahan County Building. The cost is $20 per person due by May 17. Please contact 
Ellen Froitzheim Monds at 904-510-2124 for more information. 

A New Look At An Old Price
Interior/Exterior Custom Painting

Matthew D. Fisher, Owner

904-333-3262
www.mnlop.com

Professional Painting with a Personal Touch

904-525-2801
SERVICING ALL TYPES OF MOWERS, EDGERS,

TRIMMERS, BLOWERS AND GENERATORS
Pick-Up & Delivery Available

See photos at
www.millscreekservices.com

904-414-5129• Land Clearing
• Site Work
• Final Grade
• Gravel Driveways
• Concrete Driveways Insured 33 EAST MACCLENNY AVE. • MACCLENNY

259-6070

9
0
4

Residential 
Commercial 
Auto Glass 

Shower  
        Enclosures  

Mack R. Peebles III - Owner

904-845-3919 904-845-2016 
Watch our Facebook pages for Specials!

551856 US Hwy. 1 • Ste. 112 and 110 • Hilliard

TIME FOR SHRIMP!
SUNDAYS:

30 pc Shrimp
with 2 sides

$1199

WEDNESDAYS:
30 pc Shrimp

with 2 sides

$1199

NEED DIRT?
CALL US FOR ALL YOUR

DIRT & AGGREGATE NEEDS!

904-238-3113
Top Soil • Sand • Amended Soils • Hardpan

Millings • Crush Crete • 57 Stone • Granite Rock
Lime Rock and much more! 

RELIABLE
SITE SOLUTIONS

Can you even imagine a President in 
America that would support the idea that 
they should arrest their opponents and 
make sure they are the only name on all 
ballots, to protect democracy? As asinine 
as that is, it’s basically where we are as 
a country at this exact moment. Can you 
believe there are still people in this country 
that truly believe that this mindset is not 
only appropriate but necessary? I continue 
to believe that liberalism is certainly a 
mental and moral disorder. This type of 
ideology is just the opposite of what they 
claim, yet they are blinded by hate, gas 
lighting and brainwashing. 

Last week, according to the Deplorable 
Daily, Biden attended and spoke at the 
White House Correspondents’ dinner, 
which “is normally a disgusting display 
where journalists and Democrats get to 
drop the mask and link arms for a night 
of celebration. Biden tore into Donald 
Trump and hammered home his false 
claims that he and his voters are a threat 
to democracy.” It’s the same lies that the 
democrats are releasing so feverishly 
all across the nation. Looney Joe stated, 
“The defeated former President has made 
no secret of his attack on our democracy. 
He said he wants to be a dictator on day 
one and so much more. He tells supporters 
he is the revenge and retribution.” Of 
course, in a room full of liberal media, no 
one was going to correct Biden’s lies. Of 
course, Biden had to bring back Trump’s 
“blood bath” comment. “When in God’s 
name ever heard of another President say 
something like that? And he promised 
a bloodbath when he loses again,” 
Biden added. The DD said in this hoax, 
Democrats took a comment Trump made 
about Biden winning re-election resulting 
in a bloodbath for the auto industry to 
falsely mean that he would call on his 

supporters to riot if he loses the election. 
If Biden’s lies were not low enough, he 

then began telling the press what they need 
to do for him to win re-election. Biden 
then warned the media that he would 
lose the election unless they pivoted to 
nonstop attacks on Trump. Biden told his 
assembled supporters in the press that they 
needed to end any critical coverage of 
him, stop reporting on polls showing him 
losing, and instead focus on amplifying 
his Big Lie that American democracy will 
end if Donald Trump wins re-election. 
“Move past the horse race numbers and 
the gotcha moments, and the distractions, 
the sideshows that have come to dominate 
and sensationalize our politics and focus 
on what’s actually at stake. I think in your 
hearts, you know what’s at stake,” Biden 
pleaded. Biden wrapped up by calling for 
more media censorship of conservatives 
and for an environment where Americans 
only had access to “news” from left-
wing media sources. I guess that’s the 
way liberals view democracy! Another 
thing very few elected representatives 
can get through their heads is we are 
not a democracy; we are a republic, big 
difference! 

As the idiotic college students and 
paid actors disrupt campuses all across the 
country with their support of a terrorist 
organization and threatening Jews, the 
south has stood up and showed out against 
the idiots. The SEC might not have won 
a National Title this year, but the SEC 
Colleges have won the nation by handing 
the protesters a sound defeat! Gotta love 
the SEC! Personally, I think we need to 
load up all these Palestine lovers and 
give them a free trip to Gaza so that they 
can have a direct helping hand with their 
beloved. 

As always…that’s just my opinion!  

Objection to Proposed Nassau Textbooks
Get a cup of coffee 

and take a deep breath 
because you will 
not believe this. The 
SAVVAS textbooks up 
for adoption need to be 
stopped NOW. Read the 
facts and decide if you 
should share your opinion. Share with 
other parents and concerned citizens.

In April of 2024, Nassau County 
School District (NCSD) is proposing 
the adoption of numerous textbooks 
from McGraw Hill, Gallopade and 
SAVVAS Learning, LLC (division of 
Pearson Publishing). The public can 
provide feedback to the school board 
up until the public hearing and vote on 
May 23. You can get involved by calling 
the Superintendent and School board 
members and sending them an email 
with your opinion and any concerns.

Based upon research, Nassau Citizens 
Defending Freedom objects to all of 

the SAVVAS Learning, 
LLC textbooks due to 
specific textbook content, 
dynamic online materials 
that are not available for 
public review and have 
not been reviewed by the 
district, SAVVAS/Pearson 

Social Emotional Learning (CASEL.
org) relationship, and Pearson alignment 
with Gender Spectrum Symposium, 
and Pearson alignment with Tavistock 
& Portman, UK’s largest provider of 
transgender services.

Details of the facts behind the 
objections are included at Google: 
Nassau County Citizens Defending 
Freedom, and click on the Objection to 
Proposal link.  

If enough community members 
object, maybe the school district will not 
spend hundreds of thousands of dollars 
on these textbooks.

Genealogy Tidbits   

Claude Arpen 
In 1692, Mary Eastey was one of 14 women executed for witchcraft in Salem, 

Massachusetts. She left many descendants, some very famous. According to 
famouskin.com baseball great Ty Cobb is her 6th great-grandson and actress Lucille 
Ball and Clara Barton founder of the American Red Cross are also distantly related 
to her. You never know what you will find in your ancestry.

To learn more, join us at the West Nassau Genealogical Society meetings the 
second Monday of each month at 10:30 a.m. at the Callahan Lions Club. Visitors are 
always welcome! 



Mama Knows Best
Pastor Walter Cooper, He Changed My Mind Ministries, Callahan

As a young child, I thought of Mom as being the person you 
could run to after getting hurt to hold you, giving hugs and kisses 
to make things better. My mom was the one who made the day; 
she always made sure I was ready for school, games and church. 
She taught me how to brush my teeth before bed and instilled 
good manners in me. Preparing me for life, but as a child at 

the time, I did not always understand. But now I can say, Mama 
knows best. I never thought how all of these “actions” might help me in the future. 
I thought all those things were only plain and boring for me and were meant to 
torture me and a total waste of time entirely. Oh boy, how a child’s mind thinks.

During my childhood, my siblings and I always heard my mother say, “Stop this 
instant, or you are going to get hurt.” The look on her face when I walked out the 
door as a teenager, praying that I would return in one piece. I was walking in the 
door to see my mom awake with a smile. I would ask Mom, “What are you still 
doing up?” She said, “One day, you will understand when you have children.”        

In Joshua 2, Rahab is faced with a decision when two spies were sent out to 
spy the land knowing that God had sent them after the conversation with the men. 
Joshua 2:3-4 says, “And the king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying, bring forth the 
men that are come to thee, which are entered into thine house: for they be come to 
search out all the country. And the woman took the two men, and hid them, and said 
thus, there came men unto me, but I wist not whence they were…”

Rahab shows their mother’s affection for her family by asking the two spies 
to spare their lives when God gives them the land. Not only did Rahab display 
affection and her protective instinct. But she uses wisdom; in this particular text in 
the Bible, we can find so many remarkable things that support how we feel about 
our mothers. Once we come to the truth, we can honestly say that mamas really 
know best in every situation that we find ourselves in. They have answers and 
resources.

Graduating seniors, as you look back over your 12 years of school, there’s only 
one way you made it this far, and it’s because of Mama. This Mother’s Day, we can 
honor our mothers and thank them for their support, unwavering love, dedication 
and commitment to teaching us how to be better citizens in the world that we live 
in. We could not be approaching the day of graduation without mothers being our 
rock.

Mama has prepared me for life the best way she knew how; thank you for the 
many hugs and kisses. All of Mama’s prayers have worked. Her motherly instinct, 
affection, and protection have made me who I am today; mamas are just like Rahab. 
They know exactly what to do, when, and how to make things turn out correctly, 
no matter the circumstances. Seniors, as you recognize your mothers this Mother’s 
Day, remind them that they genuinely know what’s best.

Grace and Peace from Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
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Lannie Road Baptist Church, 5998 Lannie Road, 
Jacksonville will hold their monthly Gospel Sing 
Friday, May 10 at 7:30 p.m. featuring The Duncans 
and our host, The Gospel Sounds. Refreshments will 
follow the sing! 

North Hilliard Baptist Church, 552823 US HWY1, 
would like to invite all men to our Men’s Prayer 
meeting held the 1st Monday of month & the 3rd 
Saturday of the month, both at 6 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS

Your LOCAL Plumber for Over 35 Years
BERT

NORMAN'S
PLUMBING, INC.

24 HOUR 
Plumbing 
Service

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

STRAIGHT FORWARD PRICING

904-225-5888
www.NormansPlumbing.com

$15 OFF
ANY SERVICE

With this Coupon

Call Today to 
Speak to a 
Company 

Representative, 
Not an Answering Service

CFC1427061 • CUC1224633

BERT NORMAN'S PLUMBING

SERVING CALLAHAN, YULEE, 
FERNANDINA & NORTH JACKSONVILLE

904-713-9600
“Perfect Temperature Any Season”

#CAC057369
ER13016159

Learn more at www.tropicaire.net

Generac Home Standby Generators range 
from 10-26 kW so you can backup everything 
that matters. 

Energy Efficient  •  Great Maintenance Contracts  •  24-Hour Emergency Service

Full Service Electric Contractor
Power your life and prepare for 
power outages with Generac!

Call us today!
Your Authorized Generac Installation & Service Provider

www.koelectricjax.comER13015366   CMC1250761

Expires May 31, 2024Expires May 31, 2024

$85 
AC Diagnosis
Check Pressure, Amps, 
Coils and Components

10% OFF 
New AC System 
& Installation

Gateway to Life Ministries 
Assemblies of God International Fellowship 

All are Welcome to Join us for Worship
Sundays 10:30 a.m.   Wednesdays 7 p.m.

Psalm 45:1

37837 Eastwood Road • Hilliard

Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser
Callahan Boy Scout Troop 

#351 will host a pre-Mother’s 
Day Pancake Breakfast this 
Saturday, May 11 from 8 – 11 
a.m. at the Callahan Masonic 
Lodge, 45085 Frank Brookins 
Drive. 

All proceeds from the 
fundraiser will go towards 
the funding of the Troop’s 
Scouting adventure to Spanish 
Trail Scout Reservation in DeFuniak Springs in June! The breakfast will be $10 
(includes pancakes, bacon & fruit). All donations are accepted. Thank you advance 
for your support of our Boy Scouts! 

Farm & Garden
David M. Hebert, UF/IFAS Extension Agent I 
If you have agricultural questions or issues, please feel free to call 
1-904-530-6356 or email: david.hebert@ufl.edu.

Peanut Nodule Analysis 
If you are a peanut 

grower, then you need 
to take advantage of our county agent, 
David Hébert, who is doing site visits 
this spring and summer to assess crop 
health for peanut growers all over the 
county. “One of the main indicators of 
peanut health is nodule activity and we 
can make quick field determinations 
about the health of your crop. In 
addition, we can easily differentiate 
between nodules and root knot 
nematodes, which are also prevalent 
and tend to have the same appearance,” 

said Hébert.
Based on the inside color of the 

nodules, UF/IFAS Extension Nassau 
County can draw conclusions about 
the health of your peanut plants. For 
2024, the extension office is offering 
this service free of charge in an effort 
to promote awareness of the services it 
has to offer county residents. 

To make an appointment to have 
your peanut roots looked at in our 
office, or to have David make a site 
visit to your operation, call (904) 530-
6356 or email david.hebert@ufl.edu. 
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WE BUY TIMBER
3 Acre Minimum

B&V TIMBER
Bulldozer, Excavator and Tractor Work Available

(904)845-2804
Hilliard

Tires • Alignments • Oil Changes
Brakes • Shocks • Trailer Repair
Truck Toolboxes • Hitches & More

845-3357 • 551894 US Hwy. 1 • Hilliard

Mondays: Veterans 
Appreciation Day

10% OFF
Oil Changes

DINSMORE FLORIST, INC.
904-768-7444

Your All Occasion Florist
Yes, we Deliver!

10452 New Kings Rd.
Jacksonville

www.dinsmoreflorist.com

Celebrating
60 Years!

12545 N. MAIN STREET
JACKSONVILLE • 757-1888

HOURS: 8:30 AM - 6 PM, CLOSED SUNDAY & WEDNESDAY
We accept Food Stamps
Visa, MC, Discover & AMEX

Check us out on
FACEBOOK

Expires  5-14-24                WJ                        Limit 2 With this Coupon 

$695 
lb.

Cut the way you like!

USDA  Whole 
T-BONES

Meaty Pork
SPARE RIBS

$199 
lb.

Expires  5-14-24              WJ                                      With this Coupon

2-3 Pack

OYSTERS!
$75
$40
$25

1/2 BUSHEL

PARTY BAG

50 LB. BUSHEL

$1095

1 lb. Can 

CLAW
CRAB MEAT WE HAVE

PINTS

$499 
lb.

Lee’s Smoked

SLAB BACON
Sliced the way you like it!

WHOLE OR HALF
Expires  5-14-24              WJ                                      With this Coupon

Expires  5-14-24           WJ                             Limit 2 With this Coupon 

$795

Expires  5-14-24          WJ         While Supplies Last, With this Coupon 

$200 
lb.

Meaty Beef
NECKBONES

LEG  
QUARTERS

10 lb. Bag

HOUSTON’S 
MEATS

HOUSTON’S 
MEATS

HOUSTON’S 
MEATS

If you’re buying your meats anywhere 
else, you’re paying too much!

10 lb. Bag
FRYER

DRUMSTICKS

$795

Expires  5-14-24          WJ         While Supplies Last, With this Coupon

Expires  5-14-24              WJ                          Limit 2 With this Coupon

Expires  5-14-24            WJ                                        With this Coupon

15 lb. Case

OX TAILS
Cut the way you like!

$115
Expires  5-14-24          WJ         While Supplies Last, With this Coupon

$895
Expires  5-14-24         WJ          While Supplies Last, With this Coupon 

COUNTRY STYLE
BREADED
SHRIMP

3 LB. BAG              21-26 SIZE

SUPERIOR 
STUMP GRINDING

EXCAVATOR SERVICES

904-699-8957

• Skid Steer/Dirt Work
• Excavation/Drainage
• Driveway/Culverts
• Property Line Clearing
• Pond Embankment Cleaning

• Tree Removal/Trim
• Grapple Truck Service
• Demolition
• Dump Trailer Service
• Reclaim Overgrown Property

Licensed & Insured Locally Owned & Operated

904-813-9727
904-879-2518

WWW.EAGLELAWNCARENEFL.COM

LAWN MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES

MOWING • WEEDEATING • EDGING • BLOWING
SPRING CLEANUP SPECIAL!

LICENSED & INSURED

“You Can Count On Eagle”

It’s U-Pick Blueberry Season!
Home Grown Farms LLC welcomes you 

to our 2024 Blueberry U-Pick Harvest!
Bring the family to experience our blueberry farm for 

delicious and wholesome blueberries ready for picking!

Saturdays & Sundays Only April - May
8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

www.homegrownfarmllc.com Home Grown Farms LLC

Home Grown Farms LLC • 56265 Griffin Road • Callahan • 904-321-7142

Controversy at Callahan 
Community Market

Dawn S. West
The Callahan Town Council met 

Monday night for their first meeting of 
May with a completely packed room. Once 
the meeting was called to order, persons 
wishing to address the council did. John 
Hendricks, representing the West Nassau 
Historical Society (WNHS) approached the 
podium. “I’m here concerning the Callahan 
Community Market. I want to share a little 
history. The Town of Callahan (TOC) 
retained the rail bed years ago. Two years 
ago the TOC began building the pavilion. 
The WNHS became the third party to 
handle the rental of the pavilion and rail 
bed for the TOC,” said Hendricks. “The 
Callahan Community Market began in 
2013 setting up in the parking lot in front 
of the Depot. Verbal rules were that the 
vendors had to be a non-profit or giving 
back to the community in some way and 
handled by the honor system. This January, 
I was approached and told there would be 
a new market manager coming for the first 
Saturday of the month. Eventually the old 
group moved to the second Saturday of the 
month. Now there are issues brewing with 
vendors being blocked by old vendors and 
we need help from the council to continue. 
The WNHS has been good stewards for the 
town for 19 years and we will continue to 
do so with your (council) help.”

The first order of business was the 
swearing in of Matthew Davis as a 

Councilman. He was appointed to take the 
seat that David Mellecker held. If Davis 
choses, he will have to run in the November 
2024 election to retain the seat. 

The next order of business was the 
approval of Resolution 2024-R03 which 
concerned donating $500 to the Callahan 
Methodist Church Memorial Day Rod Run.

The final agenda item was the site plan 
review for Aroma Waffle & Ice Cream 
Shop. The shop will be located at the corner 
of 5th Avenue and US Highway 1 (beside 
Baptist Primary Care office). The site plan 
was approved contingent on the shop owner 
providing 10 additional parking spaces and 
2 handicap spaces. The owner, Tony Asad, 
plans to also offer parking at the south end 
of the building beside the used car lot. “The 
shop will offer all kinds of ice cream and 
be a family place. There will also be coffee 
available in the mornings,” said Asad.

In closing comments, Councilwoman 
Ashton Bishop Vargas asked if the Oak Trail 
speed limit would be on the next agenda? “I 
drove down Oak Trail. The speed limit is 
currently 25mph. I think 20mph would be 
fine. I drove 20mph and think that would 
help the residents,” said Vargas.

The council just gave a consensus to 
change the speed limit signs to 20mph on 
Oak Trail, as soon as it can be done.

Also, Council President Ken Bass asked 
if anyone else wanted to speak? At that 
time eight or more of the group spoke at 
the podium concerning the market manager 
Mariah Luster about her character and her 
concerns for each vendor and her love for 
community.

Mayor Randy Knagge advised the 
group that the council and WNHS will get 
together and try to work this out quickly for 
both markets. 

The next meeting of the council will be 
Monday, May 20 at 7 p.m.
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Kaeris Christian Allen 
John Coleman Ballance 
Raely Grace Beasley 
Cameron Shane Bennett 
Jeremiah  James Bevis, Jr.
Rebecca Nicole Blalock 
Kaiauna Lamauri Bobbitt 
Isabella J. Mulle Boehmer 

Ryland Presley Bradley 
Dakota Anne Brown 
Mason Wayne Card 
Raymond William Cassidy, Jr.
Chase Jonaven Chavarria 
Wrayle Grace Coleman 
Kaydence LeAnn Collins 
Jaydin Brook Combs 

Colton Joseph Conner 
Madison Marie Cooper 
Derek Wesley Courtney, Jr.
Conner Columbus Cover 
Jordan Jamaree Davis 
Kylie Nicole Dennis 
Jaden Michael Donley 
Auneria Alae Doyle 

Hallie Anne Driggers 
Ryland John Dyal 
Joshua Warren Emery 
Te’Yahna Ormahni Ford 
Jacob Lane Fouraker 
Kristin Marie Fouraker 
Jake David Franklin 
Alexis Danyelle Geoghagan 

Matthew Bryan Goolsby 
Braydon Noah Holley 
Austin Lamar Howard 
Andrew Manfred Huber 
Isaac Lane Hunter 
Kailey Raye Hutchins 
Kaydence Faith Hutton 
Jayden Dwayne Israel 

Raegan Diane Ivey 
Abigail Delaney Jarrett 
Hunter Eugene Jarrett 
Timothy Austin Jarvis 
Conner Wayne Johnson
Hanna Marie Knoll 
Jonathan Koehler 
Victoria Koehler 

Daniel Edward Lane 
Skylar Alexis Loveland 
Mitchell Lannis Maddox, Jr.
Zachary Thomas Mason 
Shiann Georgia McConnell 
Ian Saige McCoy 
Braylon RaShaun McCrae 
Charlie Paige McCullough 

Nolan Kyle McKelvy 
Emma Jane Mecom 
Thadden Rocco Mirando 
Cameron Scott Morgan 
Luke Wade Mosley 
Ethan Kelly Mullis 
Brianna Nicole Newsom 
Ciara Storm O’Neal 

Hilliard Midd le-Senior High School Class of 2024

Graduation Thursday, May 23 • 6:30 p.m. • Paul Whittenburg Field

• Sales 
• Service
• Installation

Nassau County's #1
HVAC Contractor

904-947-2665
www.HugginsAC.com

CAC1819448

Well Pump Service & Repair
Pump Replacement
Water Treatment
Basic Maintenance

Serving Northeast Florida and Southeast Georgia                   Licensed & Insured
904-727-8976

Micheal Brandt
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Hilliard Midd le-Senior High School Class of 2024
Tucker Earl Pickett 
Sydney Michelle Pike 
Jackson Grey Pinker 
Celton Gavin Rhoden 
Erin Madison Rhoden 
Ethan Gray Robinson 
Wyatt Gracyn Roddenberry 
Lily Mae Rodriguez 

Allyah Madison Roe 
Lauren Angie-Belle Roth 
Alexis Annette Rowland 
Devin Tyler Sapp 
Brandyn M. Seldomridge 
Alyssa Camryn Sherman 
Aaron Michael Sierra-Shack 
Gage Cole Sikes 

Lily Grace Sikes 
Kendal Charlie Marie Sims 
Carrington Cheyenne Smith 
Laila Yolanda Spatcher 
Jade Sharon Stephens 
Jordon Daniel Strickland 
Jude Brunson Sutter 
Luke Marshall Sutter 

Dakota Wyatt Swilley 
Rieley Graice Taylor 
Jaiden Emily Theriault 
Kate-Lynn Gabrielle Thomas 
Kevin Lamar Thomas 
Cameron Paige Thompson 
Riley Marie Tison 
Nathanael Dwayne Vroman 

Malcolm Kristopher Warthen 
Lawrence Taylor West 
Kaitlyn Victoria Williams 
Lacey Renee Wilson 

Serving western Nassau County for over 20 Years!

CRC#1328655

NEW HOMES
ON OUR LAND OR YOURS!

904-838-6136
Lee Greene

YOUR HOMETOWN BUILDER!

DIG RIGS ATV 
SERVICE & REPAIR
9 0 4 - 4 3 7 - 8 9 5 8

ATVREPAIRS@BIKERIDER.COM

LIFTS & PORTALS • AXLES • REPAIRS
MAINTENANCE • TUNE-UPS • UPGRADES

TIRES & BRAKES • CUSTOMIZATIONS

CHILDREN’S OUTDOORAdventure Day
SATURDAY, MAY 18TH • 9 A.M. - 3:30 P.M.

FLORIDA SHERIFF’S YOUTH RANCHES 
CAMP SORENSEN

1017 RETREAT ACRES RD. • HILLIARD

AGES 
6-14

CLASS CHOICES - CHOOSE 4:
• ARCHERY
• KAYAKING
• FISHING

• SWIMMING (POOL W/LIFEGUARD)

• CAMPING 101
• PIE IRON COOKING

• OUTDOOR CRAFTS
• NATURE SCAVENGER HUNT
• SELF-CONTAINED BB GUN RANGE

REGISTRATION: $45 PER CHILD (INCLUDES LUNCH) • ADULT LUNCH: $12
PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED! CALL 904-738-3948

OR EMAIL: EXTREMEOUTDOORS4@GMAIL.COM

Graduation Thursday, May 23
6:30 p.m. 

Paul Whittenburg Field
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Classified Deadline is 
Tuesdays at noon.

904-879-4180

GIBBY’S LAWN CARE! Licensed & Insured. FREE 
Estimates! Quality work in Nassau and surrounding 
areas. Residential and commercial. Call 904-622-
6392. 53024

FOURAKER MECHANICAL HEATING & AC. 
Installation and service of all brands! Locally owned 
& operated. FREE estimates! Call 945-5404. tfn 

LEVELED UP TRACTOR SERVICE, Hilliard. Tractor 
work, bushhogging, dirt work. Licensed & Insured. 
Call 904-626-6380. tfn 

C & C SAW & MOWER: We fix lawnmowers, tractors, 
chainsaws, weedeaters, outboard motors and more! 
Call Chuck at 904-507-9263. tfn 

AIR POWER HEATING & AIR: Installation and 
Service. Serving Nassau County. Mention this ad to 
receive 10% OFF. Call (904) 314-8892. CAC1815504

ROBERSON PRESSURE WASHING! Homes & 
sidewalks, Driveways and more! Special Discounts 
for senior citizens, first responders & military. 
Licensed & Insured! Call 904-626-3488. tfn     

CALL FOR ALL YOUR LEGAL DOCUMENT 
NEEDS: Warranty Deeds, Quitclaim Deeds, Life 
Estate Deeds, Ladybird Deeds, Joint Tenants with 
Rights of Survivorship and Uncontested Divorces. 
Call Delorice at 904-845-4608. 51624

SOUTHEAST SOFTWASH 
PRESSURE WASHING! FREE 
Estimates! Residential & Commercial. 
Homes, roofs, concrete & more. Call 
Carter, 904-891-7047. tfn

LADSON CONCRETE: Driveways, 
patios, sidewalks, slabs, extensions 
& more. FREE estimates! Call Gage 
at 904-631-5038. tfn

It is illegal to discriminate against any person because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin in the sale, rental, financing, appraisal of housing or in the provision of real estate brokerage services. If you 
believe you have been discriminated against or would like further information about your rights or obligations under the Fair Housing Act call Jacksonville Area Legal Aid at 904-356-8371.

SERVICES
GRIFFEN BOYZ LAWN SERVICE, Subdivision 
Special - $99! We aim to please! Residential/
Commercial; Licensed & Insured. Call David, 904-
570-5284, for free estimate! tfn 

UPHOLSTERY: ROWLAND’S, for a free estimate 
email a picture to: dexter@rowlandsupholstery.com. 
Remember upholstery fabric is 3 times more durable 
than new furniture fabrics. Call 904-879-5130 or 904-
398-1653. tfn     

THE MOWER & SAW SHOP! Lawn equipment 
repairs both 2 and 4 cycle. Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. 
- 5 p.m. Call (904) 472-0600. tfn 

C & C LAND PROS offer extreme bush hogging 
along with installing culverts and driveways. Licensed 
and Insured. Call (904) 518-0349. tfn 

PAINTING! A New Look At An Old Price. Interior/
Exterior  Custom, Professional Painting and more. 
Fully Insured. Call 904-333-3262, www.mnlop.com. 

NFLS - NORTH FLORIDA LAWN SERVICES! Lawn 
maintenance, landscaping, irrigation repair, tree 
trimming. Licensed & Insured! FREE estimates! Call 
1-904-576-5380. tfn 

EQUINE BURIAL, northeast Florida & southeast 
Georgia. Call 912-390-0857. tfn 

GLISSON LAWN CARE & MORE, LLC. FREE 
estimates! Licensed & Insured. Mowing, edging, 
blowing, weed eating & landscaping. Owner Dustin 
Glisson, 904-452-3086. tfn   

COWS & FAITH EXCAVATION SERVICES. 
Excavation, demolition, driveways, trenching, 
footers, grave prep, construction removal, Junk Car 
removal & more! Insured. FREE estimates! Call 904-
507-9580 or 904-616-8056. 53024 

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Deadline is Tuesdays at Noon
879-4180  •  news@westsidejournal.net

WANTED LANDSCAPE LABORERS, no experience 
or license needed. Call Danny at 904-251-4963. tfn

FULLTIME ELECTRICAL FOREMAN & HELPER 
needed with options of 4-10 hour days. 401k 
and insurance options. Starting pay depending 
on experience. Email resume to: chendry@
hendryelectrical.net or call 904-314-2544 for more 
information. tfn

HELP WANTED! BROCK LANDSCAPE & 
IRRIGATION is looking for a Lawn Spray Tech. We 
are an Industrial and Commercial only Landscape 
Company who specializes only in large corporate 
and government properties. We offer top pay in the 
industry for hardworking individuals. Our office is 
located in Hilliard. Pay depending on experience. 
Holidays and a paid vacation offered. Email resume 
to: cbrocklandscape@windstream.net or call 904-
507-3299. EOE 53024

EMPLOYMENT SERVICES CONT.

FOR SALE
SHIPPING CONTAINERS FOR SALE! Please 
contact Tina Barnes at 904-714-4310 ext. 1. tfn

SOUTH FLORIDA WATERMELONS, Mangos, 
Plums, Pineapples, Tomatoes & assorted vegetables, 
pecans & more! Pure organic Raw Honey. Check us 
out at Jerry’s Open Air Market, open 7 days a week. 
We accept credit & debit. 904-349-4227. 53024

KEYSTONE CAMPER, 28’, pull behind, one slide-
out, asking $12,000. Call 904-294-6076. 50924

MARLIN, 336cs 30-30, 20” JM barrel, sling, scope 
mount, ammo., 1985 pre-Remington, A+ condition, 
$800. Call/text 904-228-1672. 50924

HANDYMAN
E-Z REPAIRS! Home repairs: Full remodels, decks, 
plumbing, roofing, flooring, siding, interior/exterior 
painting, etc. 25 years experience. FREE estimates! 
Call  Tom at (904) 586-5078. 53024

NABERS HOME REPAIR, LLC. Handyman, 
painting, pressure washing, yard work, very reliable, 
low pricing. Call 1-423-579-6962. 51624

HILLIARD - 3BR/2BA BRICK HOME with garage, 
no pets, $1,800/month; $1,800/deposit. Call 904-
813-3154. tfn

3BR/2BA, large triple wide, on 1 acre, big front and 
back yards, west of Callahan, $1600/month; $1500/
deposit. NO smoking, NO pets. References required. 
Call 904-703-4802. 50924

3BR/2BA FOR RENT off of Old Dixie Highway, 
Callahan. For more information call 904-507-9580. 
50924

Beautiful 1500sf OFFICE, in Callahan for rent, 
shared conference room & bathroom: 1 room $750/
month; or 2 rooms for $1450/month. Call 904-805-
8881. tfn

RENT

BETHANY EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN’S 
MOTHER’S DAY BAZAAR, Saturday, May 11, 8:30 
a.m. – 1 p.m., 15860 CR 108, Hilliard. Homemade 
desserts by the ladies, containerized planters, plants 
and shrubs. Grilled hotdogs and sausage dogs. 
Handmade crafts. VENDOR PARKING SPOTS 
available for $20 each, first come first spot saved. 

GARAGE SALE, Saturday, 8:30 a.m. until? 54276 
Cravey Rd., Callahan. Puzzles, books, lots of 
miscellaneous. Rain or shine!

SATURDAY, 8 a.m. – 2 p.m., 10620 Ford Rd., 
Bryceville. Everything must go! Stationary bike, 
office chairs & tables, household items & more!

MULTI-FAMILY SALE, Friday & Saturday, 9 a.m. 
– 2 p.m., 34555 Old Baldwin Rd., Callahan. Rain 
Cancels! 

THE OLD FARMHOUSE COMMUNITY YARD 
SALE, Saturday, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Callahan Elementary 
School parking lot. Many different vendors.

YARD SALES

PIANO, GUITAR, UKULELE AND DRUM 
LESSONS! All ages, 4 years to adult. 
Experienced teacher. www.joelpacepiano.com, 
joelpace@juno.com, 904-766-9544. $85/month. 

K & K MOBILE MECHANIC. Veteran owned. 
ADE Master Technician with 20+ years of 
experience! Fair pricing! Call/text 904-852-7895. 
www.kkmobilemechanic.com. tfn

PORTUGUESE WATER DOG 
PUPPIES, Hypoallergenic, very low 
shedding, lovable, AKC Registered, 
wavy coat, mostly black, some with 
white markings, great family pet, very 
affectionate, $1,500. Call 904-999-
2170. 52324

ANIMALS

HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

904-254-2768
DRYWALL & STUCCO 

REPAIR, PAINTING 
& MORE!

NORTHEAST FLORIDA 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

MITCHELL TANNER

NORTH FLORIDA 
BRUSH CONTROL, LLC
Forestry Mulching • Bush Hogging

Site Prep • Property Access 
Driveways and More! 

BILL DAVIS, Owner/Operator

904-626-0254 
Licensed & Insured • Locally Owned & Operated

www.northfloridabc.com904-675-9295
HVAC System Maintenance, 

Repair & Replacement
Residential & Commercial       Licensed & Insured

PNEUMAN 
HOMES, LLC

904-452-6032
New Homes and
Home Additions

State Certified for Nearly 25 Years
CBC 057302

Transmissions • Engines • Diagnostics • Brakes • Tune-Ups
Suspension • CV Axles • Exhaust • Electrical • Window Regulators

Batteries • Oil Changes • Air Conditioners & More!

540439 US Highway 1 • Callahan MV99939

Amazing Pet Care, LLC
Owner - Lynnette Lawson

Pet Sitters & Dog Walkers
AT YOUR HOME!

904-627-6294
Serving Callahan, Yulee, Hilliard & Bryceville

Email us at: 1amazingpetcare@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook: Facebook.com/AmazingPetCare

Dirt Work
Excavator Work
Extreme Bush Hogging & Mulching

904-518-0349

C&C LAND PROS
WWW.CANDCLANDPROS.COM

Licensed & Insured

FREE WEDNESDAY COMMUNITY DINNER
5 p.m. • Callahan Methodist Church • Walk up

Located beside Callahan Elementary School
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• Dumpster Rental
• Junk Removal
• Driveway Safe

Delivery of:
• Rock
• Gravel
• Dirt
• Mulch
Commercial/Residential

904-408-3435
DuvalDumpsterRentals.com

904-845-2922 
WWW.EASTWOODOAKSAPTSHILLIARD.COM

ONE MONTH FREE!
IMMEDIATE MOVE-IN!

1,2, & 3-BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 
IN HILLIARD

MUST PRESENT THIS AD FOR DISCOUNT

Tuesday, April 30
 Benjamin Cecil Cox, 59, of Callahan: Violation of Probation Community 
Control
Thursday, May 2
 John Ernest Edwards, 62, of Hilliard: Battery on a Person older than 65 years 
old
 Christopher Dewayne Sheffield, 38, of Hilliard: Out of County Warrant; 
Possession of Schedule 1-5 Substance
Friday, May 3
 Aaron Lee Johnson, 26, of Callahan: Aggravated Assault with Deadly Weapon 
 Sarah Renee Tripp, 34, of Hilliard: Disorderly Intoxication; Disturbing the 
Peace

Police Reports
Names, Addresses and all information appearing in the Police Reports are taken from the Sheriff’s 

Department files and do not necessarily indicate guilt, only that arrests were made or charges were filed.

CALLAHAN SPEEDWAY
RACING THIS WEEKEND!

ALL CLASSES RACING!
SATURDAY, MAY 11th at 5 p.m.

Admission - $15 (6 years & Under FREE)
Cart Racing Every Saturday Night at 6 p.m.     For more information, call 904-254-7085

Across from the Northeast Florida Fairgrounds • US 1

NORTH FLORIDA SEAMLESS

  GUTTERS
 WHEN QUALITY COUNTS!

CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE! 904.707.1475
Commercial & Residential  •  OVER 38 YEARS EXPERIENCE  •  Licensed & Insured

100% 
Quality 

Guarantee

Freddie Cantrell
Owner

TIMBER BROKERS

CALLAHAN TIMBER 
COMPANY, INC.
904-879-3702

FAX: 904-879-5024

EMAIL: OFFICE1@CALLAHANTIMBER.COM

 The Law Offices of Micolle D. Rosenberry, Esq.
Micolle D. 

Rosenberry, Esq.

Wills  •  Estate Planning  •  Probate
Divorce  •  Adoption  •  Child Support

45023 Mickler Street • Callahan
micolleroselaw.com
(904) 805-8881Presidential Primary Post-Election Audit

Nassau County Supervisor of Elections 
Janet H. Adkins shared the Post Election 
Audit results from the March 19, 2024, 
Presidential Preference Primary. On 
Wednesday, April 3, the Nassau County 
Canvassing Board met to certify the results 
of the Post Election Audit. The audit was 
completed with 100% accuracy, and the 
results can be viewed at Audit Results.pdf 
(cdn-website.com). 

Pursuant to F.S. 101.591, “An automated 
audit shall consist of a public automated 
tally of the votes cast across every race that 
appears on the ballot. The tally sheet shall 
include election day, vote-by-mail, early 
voting, provisional, and overseas ballots in 
at least 20 percent of the precincts chosen 
at random by the county canvassing board 
or the local board responsible for certifying 
the election.” 

The Independent Audit system allows 
Nassau County to exceed the 20% audit 
requirement. Nassau County conducts 
an audit of all precincts, all ballots, and 
all races. This system is completely 
independent of our tabulation system. 

Once the ballots have been processed in 
the tabulation system, they are separately 
scanned into the Independent Audit 
equipment. The Canvassing Board then 
compares the results from the two systems. 
“Our office strives to build trust with 
voters and ensure an accurate election. We 
can achieve that by surpassing statutory 
requirements and completing 100% audit 
of all precincts,” said Adkins. 

For more updates and information, visit 
our website or download the Vote Nassau 
FL elections mobile app to check your voter 
information and status.”
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904.613.1898

The SmartChoice© 
Eradicator

It has proven itself to be 
VERY EFFECTIVE in REMOVING 
SULFUR and IRON from your water.

Call Steve McDonald

We can bring the 
Water Wagon 

to your home to 
get you the 

Quality Water your 
family deserves!

Nothing else is made like 
or works like the

It even removes iron!

Got Stinky Water?

The Water Boys

Give us a 
call today to 
find out what 
the Eradicator 
can do for you.

Check out our website at
www.waterboysmacclennyfl.com

OBITUARIES
Betty J. Anderson 

Betty J. Anderson, 79, 
of Hilliard, passed away 
peacefully Thursday, May 
2, 2024, in her sleep. She 
was born February 9, 1945 

in Blakely, Georgia, to the late Joseph 
W. Jones and Mary C. Jones. Betty was a 
stay-at-home mom until her children were 
almost teenagers. She later worked in the 
dietary industry at Baptist Medical Center 
Jacksonville for 22 years and retired in May 
2000. Betty was one of the best mothers and 
grandmothers you could ever have. All who 
knew her loved her and everyone called her 
Gma. Betty never met a stranger and was 
always willing to help others. She enjoyed 
dancing, doing puzzles and spending time 
with her family. Big family gatherings 
were her favorite. Betty will be deeply 
missed by everyone who knew her. Betty 
is preceded in death by her parents; brother 
Bobby Jones; sister Mary L. Betts; and 
granddaughter Brittany Grimes.

Betty is survived by her three daughters, 
Teresa (Timmy) Fedick, Barbara Starling and 
Mary (Victor) Grimes; four grandchildren 
Joshua Courchene, Christie (Austin) 
VanZant, Joseph Courchene and Carrie 
(Marcus) Mullis; seven great-grandchildren 
Chloe Mullis, Danica Courchene, Aubrie 
VanZant, Parker Courchene, Jace VanZant, 
Dallyn Courchene and Leland Mullis.

The family will receive friends Friday, 
May 10 at 12 p.m. prior to the celebration 
of life service at 1 p.m. at Nassau Funeral 
Home. 

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral 
Home, Callahan, 904-879-1770.

Mary V. Higginbotham 
Mary Violet Higginbotham, 

91, of Jacksonville, gained her 
angel wings May 3, 2024. She 
was born February 1, 1933, to 
William and Mary Danson. She 

attended Callahan High School; and worked 
at Danson Dairy with her father; and was 
a full-time homemaker. Mary married the 
love of her life Ray J. Higginbotham on 
June 10, 1949, and they shared 56 wonderful 
years together. She was the mother of four 
children: Barbara Ann Higginbotham 
(deceased), Wayne Higginbotham, Elsie 
Anglea and June Kirkland. Mary loved 
spending time with her family, being 
outdoors, cooking, fishing, hunting, playing 
bunco, and gardening. She was very well 
known for her homemade fruit cakes 
and her strawberry fig jelly. Mary was 
preceded in death by her parents; husband 
Ray J. Higginbotham; brothers John Henry 
Danson, William “Bill” E. Danson and 
Charlie Danson; daughter Barbara Ann; and 
nephew George Danson.

Mary leaves behind her children Wayne 
(Nina) Higginbotham, Elsie (Del) Anglea 
and June Kirkland (Victor Musselwhite); 
grandchildren Allison (Cliff) Hutcheson, 
Lesley (Wade) Kemp, Elayne (Kevin) 
Richey, Brian (Christie) Anglea, Justin 
Kirkland and Jame Kirkland; step-
grandchildren Trisha (Nick) Pilotta, 
Willeen Slay and Dana (Johnny) Lopez; 
23 great-grandchildren; six great-great-
grandchildren; and one great-great-great-
grandchild.  

Pallbearers were Cliff Hutcheson, Brian 
Anglea, Justin Kirkland, Lance Pickett, 
Hunter Hutcheson, Bryce Woods, Garrett 

Ruth E. Hicks 
Ruth E. Hicks, 99, of 

Bryceville, passed away 
peacefully at her home April 
24, 2024, with her family 
by her side. She was born 

November 30, 1924, in Atlanta, Georgia 
to the late H.A. Evans and Gwynne Smith 
Evans. Ruth was a homemaker and took 
pride in nurturing for her family. She was 
a long-time member of Dinsmore Baptist 
Church where she loved to worship and 
serve her Lord and Savior. She enjoyed 
reading Amish books and visiting Ohio 
Amish country. Ruth was a loving wife, 
mother, grandmother, great-grandmother 
and great-great-grandmother that will be 
dearly missed. She is preceded in death by 
her parents; husband Loyd Hicks; daughter 
Gwynne Lamm; great-grandson Thomas 
“Bubba” Nazworth; and great-great-
grandson Hunter Miller.

Ruth leaves behind her grandson Ray 
“Peanut” Lamm; granddaughters Lisa 
Frasure, Jennie Milberger and Heather 
Lamm; great-grandchildren Valerie, 
Brianna, Danielle, Garrett, Tyler and Riley; 

Gilbert Lawrence Hansen 
Gilbert “Gil” Lawrence 

Hansen, 91, of Hilliard, passed 
away May 4, 2024, at his home 
surrounded by his family. He 
was born November 8, 1932 in 

Springfield, MA, to the late Elmer 
L. Hansen and Edith Anderson 

Hansen. Mr. Hansen proudly served his 
country in the US Navy Reserves for 8 1/2 
years during the Korean Conflict. He was 
a graduate of Springfield College where he 
was a member of the swim team. After 30 
years of dedicated employment, he retired 
from Kraft foods as a salesman. In his 
spare time, he was an avid woodworker and 
cabinet maker and loved to garden. Mr. Gil 
was a faithful member of the First Baptist 
Church of Boulougne. In addition to his 
parents; he was preceded in death by his 
granddaughter Suzanne Mazzola.

He is survived by his wife of 57 years, 
Connie Hansen; seven daughters Carol Ann 
Shulz, Cynthia (Ernie) Roberts, Marilyn 
McElroy, Janet (Don) Free, Julie Geiger, 
Jennifer (Ray) Gilliland and Jill (Patrick) 
Rodman; two step-daughters Debbie 

Patricia Ann Flowers
Patricia Ann Flowers, 85, 

of Callahan, passed away 
peacefully at her home April 25, 
2024. She was born September 
27, 1938 in Charlotte, North 

Pamela J. Soulé
attorney at law

Providing legal services including:
	 •		IRS	Taxpayer	Representation
	 •		Tax	Planning	&	Preparation
	 •		Estate	Planning
	 •		Probate
	 •		General	Practice

(904) 628-0635 Call	to	schedule	your	appointment!
Since 1996

Jacksonville
4812 San Juan Ave.

Callahan
542412 US Hwy. 1, Suite D

Email:	Pam@CountryTaxPrep.com

Carolina, to the late Chalmers and H. 
Orlean Gibbs. She is preceded in death by 
her parents; husband Charles Flowers; and 
daughter Teresa Flowers.

Patricia leaves behind a few nephews, a 
niece, and many special friends who were 
more like family.

A graveside service for Patricia was 
held Saturday, May 4 at Jones Cemetery, 
Callahan. 

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral 
Home, Callahan, 904-879-1770. 

Visit www.nassaufh.com to sign the 
family’s guest book.

(John) McCullough and Teresa (Larry) 
Wireman; a step-son Bob Logan; and many 
grandchildren; and great-grandchildren.

The family will receive friends 
Monday, May 13 at 10 a.m. prior to the 
funeral service at 11 a.m. at the First 
Baptist Church of Boulougne with Pastor 
Paul Lucas officiating. Burial will follow 
in Jacksonville National Cemetery with 
Military Honors provided by the US Navy.

Condolences may be expressed at www.
shepardrobersonfh.com.  

Arrangements by Shepard-Roberson 
Funeral Home, Folkston.

great-great-grandchildren Brayden, Rayan, 
Ethan, Mason, Lily and Roman.

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral 
Home, Callahan, 904-879-1770. 

Visit www.nassaufh.com to sign the 
family’s guest book.
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NEW CONSTRUCTION
FOR SALE BY OWNER/BUILDER
3BR/2.5BA • 1.98 AcRes w/PAved RoAd

3769 HigginBotHAm Rd. • HilliARd

FRANKLIN PROPERTIES 
904-813-3510  904-753-1102  845-7576

$499,900
Seller $5,000
Concession!

 Custom Cabinets

 Granite Countertops

 Spray Foam Insulation 

 Covered Back Porch

 9’ Ceilings

 Office/Florida Room

 Double Garage

 Premium Vinyl Laminate Floors

3,163 sq. Ft. UndeR RooF BRick Home

OBITUARIES

Hannah Kristen McKelvy 
Hannah Kristen McKelvy, 

16, of Bryceville, passed away 
May 1, 2024, following a tragic 
accident. She was born on June 
5, 2007, in Jacksonville to 

Shaun and Terisia McKelvy. Our Hannah 
was one of a kind. She was a beautiful and 
outgoing 16-year-old who was looking 
forward to her birthday and turning 17. 
Hannah had a heart of gold and always led 
with it. She never was the person you had to 
tell to do the right thing-she just did it. 

Hannah was a Senior Master Sergeant 
in the JROTC at West Nassau. She loved 
participating in Raiders and was good at 
it. But what Hannah was most passionate 
about was flying. Hannah had been flying 
out of Fernandina Beach airport and was 
planning to attend East Carolina University 
in June. She earned a $25,000 scholarship 
from the Air Force Flight Academy and was 
set to graduate from there in July with her 
private pilot’s license. 

Hannah loved her family, friends and 
going to church. She enjoyed going on 
trips to the mountains and new adventures. 
When she was home, she spent a lot of 
time with her friends going to the beach, 
Target, hanging with her cousin’s poolside, 
going to the gym, and eating cheese dip. 
Hannah was meticulous; she kept journals, 
notes on sermons, and was well organized-
everything had its place. 

We love our baby girl unconditionally 
and she will be deeply missed. Our family 
will never be the same without her. However, 
we know that she is still here; she gave her 
heart to a 9-year-old girl, her liver went to 
two different children, and her kidney to 
another. All transplants were successful 
for the recipients. Without Hannah, those 4 
miracles would not have happened. We rest 
easy knowing our daughter is walking the 
streets of gold with JESUS! He only takes 
the best and she was the very best of us all.

She is preceded in death by her 
great-grandmother Alma Carroll; great-
grandfathers Clarence D. Carter and Ronald 
A. McKelvy, Sr. 

Hannah is survived by her parents, Shaun 
and Terisia McKelvy; her brothers Nolan 

Ruth Manning Politano
Ruth Manning Politano, 86, 

of Callahan, passed away April 
30, 2024. Ruth was born August 
20, 1937 in Miami, Florida, to 
the late Mack Manning and 

Ruth Sawyer Manning. Ruth was known 
for her kindness and will be forever missed 
by those who loved her. She is preceded in 
death by her husband of 45 years, Anthony 
Politano, Jr.; and granddaughter Jessica 
Politano. 

She is survived by her three children 
Gina Politano, Gary Politano and Janet 
(Jimmy) Nix; four grandchildren; and seven 
great-grandchildren.

A private service was held. 

Sydney Michelle Weiscopf 
Sydney Michelle Weiscopf, 

17, of Bryceville, passed away 
far too soon, Sunday, April 28, 
2024. Sydney was a lifelong 
resident of Bryceville, born 

to Michael “Mike” and Sherry Weiscopf 
March 26, 2007. Those who spent any small Lilya Forsythe Smith

Lilya Mailelani Forsythe-
Smith, 78, of Jacksonville, 
passed away peacefully April 
19, 2024 at her daughter’s 
home in Bryceville. She was 

born April 7, 1946, in Chicago, Illinois 
to the late George Eldredge Forsythe and 
Leah Bernice Monson-Forsythe. In Lilya’s 
younger years, she helped with the family 
business hosting, catering and entertaining 
luaus for prominent elites traveling from 
Hawaii to Mainland U.S. and even to the 
White House. She studied real estate and 
enjoyed modeling. 

Later in life, Lilya’s focus was on her 
family and raising her children. For several 
years, Lilya worked with the Boy Scouts 
of America. She helped with starting new 
Local Chapters, re-wrote the Boy Scout 
manual, and organized local events. Lilya 

  NOW

HIRING!

Anglea and Michael Pilotta. Honorary 
pallbearers were Donnie Kirkland, Ray 
Miley, Billy Whitaker and Dale Baldwin.

A celebration of Mary’s life was 
held Tuesday, May 7 at Nassau Funeral 
Home with Pastor Jeff Carter officiating. 
Interment followed at Edgewood Cemetery. 
The family received friends prior to the 
service. Arrangements by Nassau Funeral 
Home, Callahan, 904-879-1770. 

Visit www.nassaufh.com to sign the 
family’s guest book.

and Dallas McKelvy; her grandparents 
Dennis and Catherine Anderson and 
Ronald and Deborah McKelvy; her great-
grandparents Clifford Carroll, Leon (Alice) 
Anderson and Gertrude Carter; her aunts 
Elyse (Robert) Weimann, Ashley McKelvy, 
Raechel McKelvy and Rebecca (Derek) 
Bigelow; and several great uncles, aunts, 
cousins, and extended family. 

The family will receive friends 
Wednesday, May 8 from 6 - 8 p.m. at Nassau 
Funeral Home. A celebration of Hannah’s 
life will be held Thursday, May 9 at 2 p.m. 
at The Anchor Church of God with Pastor 
Ethan Thompson officiating. Interment will 
follow at Jones Cemetery. 

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral 
Home, Callahan, 904-879-1770. 

Visit www.nassaufh.com to sign the 
family’s guest book.

loved the holidays, especially Christmas. 
She expressed her love by cooking her 
father’s special Hawaiian chicken and a 
ham for Christmas dinner. Lilya adored her 
father and it stood as a constant reminder 
of her memories and the love she had for 
him. Lilya was a hardworking, caring 
woman that was always willing to lend a 
hand to help in any way or simply to be a 
listening ear. She will be missed dearly by 
all who had the honor of knowing her. Lilya 
is preceded in death by her parents; sister 
Eulani “Lani” Joyce Forsythe; and daughter 
RaeAnna Lea McEachern. 

Lilya leaves behind her loving 
daughters Dawn Michelle Wrye and Laura 
Mahealani Rattz; sister Georgeanne “Lulu” 
Lulunoelani Forsythe; grandchildren Amber 
Grace Bennie, Jade David Earl Matteson, 
Jayleen Seabrea Parrott, Jason Sean Rattz, 
Jesse Aaron McEachern and Breanna Lea 
McEachern; great-grandchildren Damen 
Reese Sheffield, Dakoda Blaze Sheffield 
and Dalilah Star Sheffield; nephews Mel 
Warren Funk and Daryl Gordon Funk; and 
niece Michele Denise Kohl. 

A memorial service for Lilya was held 
Friday, May 3 at Nassau Funeral Home.  

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral 
Home, Callahan, 904-879-1770. 

Visit www.nassaufh.com to sign the 
family’s guest book. 

amount of time around Sydney knew she 
had a BIG, BOLD personality. You knew 
where you stood with Sydney. She loved 
everything about the outdoors; mudding, 
trips to the beach and the river, but she also 
enjoyed her downtime at home. Sydney had 
a love for animals and showed livestock in 
the Nassau County 4-H program. She was 
attending Nassau Virtual School and was 
set to graduate this year. She will graduate 
posthumously and her parents will receive 
her diploma. She is preceded in death by 
her grandparents Gary and Ruth Weiscopf; 
and her grandfather Steve Rogers.

Sydney leaves behind a family who 
will cherish her memory for a lifetime; 
her parents Mike and Sherry Weiscopf, 
Sr. of Bryceville; siblings Ashley (Shane) 
Abbott of Keystone Heights, Michael 
(Kylie) Weiscopf, Jr. of St. Johns, Myranda 
(Leah Maholmes) Anderson of Oceanway, 
Danielle (Evan) Barrett of Macclenny 
and Mykenzie Francis of Jacksonville; 
grandmother Linda Rogers; nieces and 
nephews Marlee, Maelyn, McGraw, Carter, 
Aria, EJ and Henry to be expected; aunts 
and uncles Michelle and Tracy Jones, 
William “Buck” and Lacey Rogers and 
Christine and Scott Gorman; and her best 
friend Ella Baker.

A celebration of life service was held 
Saturday, May 4 at Gainey Pines, 1845 
Kinard Road, Bryceville. A reception 
followed.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
wishes donations be to either of the 
following organizations: https://www.
treadandtrample.org/s/stories/in-memory-
of-sydney-weiscopf-3; or https://www.
zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/b582daa7-
b858-4fb2-a60a-dc5dc51af728. 

Forbes Funeral Home assisted the 
family with the arrangements, Macclenny, 
(904) 259-4600. 

Condolences may be expressed at: 
www.forbesfuneralhome.net. 

In Loving Memory of
Chuck Roberts 

November 17,1971 - May 9, 2023
My Heavenly Angel, I count time in moments now. My 

moments with you are precious memories. My moments without 
you are painful struggles. You are always on my mind and forever 
in my heart. I miss you so much! Truly devastated and broken. 

All my love always and forever,
Rhonda Rogers 
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TBD
Triple B Dirt, LLC
TBD Hard Pan

Septic Sand

Fill Dirt

Top Soil

904-254-6113
Serving Northeast Florida

Locally Owned 
& Operated

Best Price

Guaranteed!
Quick Delivery of:

FREE FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Callahan First Baptist Church 

45090 Green Ave. • Callahan
Thursday, May 16 • 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Hilliard Baseball & Softball Seniors

Congratulations to Hilliard baseball seniors: 
Jackson Pinker, Taylor West, Cameron Bennett 

and Isaac Hunter, shown with Coach Larry West.

Congratulations to 
Hilliard softball senior, 

Alyssa Roussin.

Hilliard Elementary
Kindergarten Fun Day

Wednesday, May 15
2 - 3 p.m.

For upcoming Kinder students & parents who have submitted 
a registration packet with the guidance office.


